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What times we’re living through…
At St James’ we continue to try and live our vocation to tell the  
Christian story in our place, trusting in God and not in current  
circumstances.
The last Connections leaflet was printed and ready to be delivered in 
March, but we had to cancel the door to door delivery as lockdown 
restrictions were imposed. Things have moved on, but we’re still not 
confident to deliver this summer edition door to door as we all learn 
to live with a new normal.
We are in the process of giving the church interior a makeover and, 
Covid-restrictions allowing, hope to be in a position to reopen the 
building at the end of August when the church bell will ring again!
We hope you enjoy reading about what is going on in and around 
God’s Church in your Parish.
May God bless you richly,  
Jonathan (the Vicar)

St James’ Open Day, 31 August
Looking for something to do on the Bank Holiday Monday in August? 
We’re working on an idea for an Open Day at St James’ - an  
opportunity for people to see the freshly decorated church building, to 
look round the Horsforth Shed (the refurbished former Scout Hut) and 
see what we’re up to. We’re having a good look at the logistics now 
and hope to create a Covid-safe event before the end of the school 
summer holidays. Interested? Please note the date and look for the 
details published on our website the week before.

Worship at St James’
During the lockdown restrictions we have 
moved our Sunday worship online. All are 
welcome to join us on our YouTube  
channel and for our services on Zoom. 
Look at our website for details.
We are hoping to recommence worship in church at the end of  
August. As we go to press government and national church guidelines 
are developing, so we are not completely sure what Covid-safe  
worship will look like, but details will be posted on our website and we 
would love to see you.



And please do speak to us if you’re thinking of getting married, would 
like to have your baby baptised, or if you have been bereaved and 
would like a funeral service.

The Start Course 
We are all unique individuals with just one life to 
live. We make our own decisions and choose our 
own path. Sometimes it works out really well, but 
often things go wrong, or the path seems to lead 
nowhere.
People make a start with God for lots of reasons. 
Sometimes they suffer personal hardships and 
reach out for help, or they meet a friend who is 
a God-person, and they want what that person has. Some get into 
trouble, or guilt and shame, and need to be rescued; others just start 
thinking deeply about life, asking questions, and searching for  
something more.
The Coronavirus pandemic has been a disorientating and life- 
changing experience for many. Might this be your time to make a Start 
with God?
We will be running a 6-week Start course at St James’ online via Zoom, 
Monday evenings starting on 14 September. For more information 
please contact the Vicar.

The Horsforth Shed
“I’m fine thanks” is a typical response when you ask someone how 
they are and usually there is nothing wrong with that. But occasionally 
that’s simply not the true picture. In recent years there has been a 
growing awareness of how many of us can struggle with issues around 
mental health. The Horsforth Shed is intended to help people connect 
together, reducing isolation and feelings of loneliness. Working  
together on projects can help with mental health challenges.
Work to get the Shed ready has been hampered by the Coronavirus 
pandemic, but we continue to be encouraged by donations and offers 
of help from across the community and we are still working, albeit 
slowly! For more details please see our website, horsforthshed.co.uk.



Getting in touch
Parish Centre Office:
Alison Pickford
St James’ Parish Centre, Low 
Lane, Horsforth LS18 5QW
0113 258 4558
office@stjameswoodside.org.uk 
 
Vicar:
Revd Jonathan Cain
07375 557804
jonathan.cain@leeds.anglican.org

A New Cookbook
St James’ supports a number of projects in the Mara region of  
Tanzania, including a Safe House for girls and young women fleeing 
FGM and domestic violence. Members of our community have  
contributed favourite recipes to this new cookbook, Making Meals for 
Mara, proceeds from which will go to the Safe House. Copies are  
available from the Parish Office, price £7.99 + P&P.

Let’s Make Woodside Wonderful
If you’re interested in joining a local litter pick (timings to suit; probably 
ending in a local coffee shop) contact Cal Bailey on 07504 658 602.

The Parish Centre
The Parish Centre at St James’ has been closed during the Coronavirus 
restrictions, but we are making plans to reopen Covid-safe in  
September.
Please see our website for details about the Centre and make booking 
enquiries to the Parish Centre Office.

Web: 
stjameswoodside.org
youtube.com/stjameswoodside


