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“Great are You, O Lord, and greatly to be praised; You have formed us for Yourself, and our hearts are 

restless till they find rest in You” 
 

On 28th August the church remembers St. Augustine of Hippo, a great teacher of the faith said to be the most 
significant Christian thinker after St. Paul. Born in North Africa, he spent time in Carthage, Rome and Milan before 

becoming bishop of a Roman province in what is now Algeria. His writings laid the foundation for much of medieval 
and modern Christian thought, and more than five million words of his survive. 

 

 
 
Tesco stores donated 9000kgs of food to the 
Newcastle foodbank in three months during 
lockdown. "These donations have been critical, 
enabling us to provide emergency support for 
anybody unable to afford food” says Ann King, a 
fundraiser. "It means, as we gear up for what is 

traditionally our busiest time over the summer holidays, we have the supplies we need 
to offer people the help they need right here, right now."  
Anyone who is in need of help can phone free on 0808 208 2138. 
Or you can donate money at Newcastle Staffs Foodbank 
Lynne and David Williams are continuing to collect and deliver tins, packets and all the usual essential items so 
please do bring your offerings if you are attending church services.  
 

 
 

• If you’ve been able to spend more time lately looking at the Bible, you might want to go further in your 
studies. Scripture Union, BRF (Bible Reading Fellowship) and CWR (Campaign for World Revival) all have 
excellent daily notes to buy in print form. There are also lots of resources on their websites for families, and 
ways to access material on your phone or by email. 

  Our Daily Bread Ministries offer free notes in standard or large print. Write to PO BOX 1, Millhead, 
 Carnforth, LA5 9ES. This organisation, founded as “Radio Bible Class” over 75 years ago, now distributes to 
 over 150 countries and even sent “Our Daily Bread” into space in 2002, with the crew of the shuttle 
 “Atlantis”.  
 One excellent translation of the Bible, if you like plain and straightforward language, is the “Easy English 
 Bible”. Written to help those who are learning English or perhaps speakers of English as a Foreign language, 
 it’s helpful for anyone who struggles with the written word. It’s a translation based on just 1200 common 
 words. Here’s John 3 v 16: 
  “God loved the people in the world so much that he gave his one and only Son on 
 their behalf. So, as a result, everyone who believes in the Son will not die. 
 Instead, they will live for ever with God.” 
 
 There’s also now an Accessible Edition of the Bible (New International Readers 
 Version) for those with  disabilities and low levels of literacy. Attractively laid out, 
 there’s lots of white space, a large clear font and helpful illustrations.  
 To compare all the translations and versions you can think of, visit 
 biblegateway.com; you’ll be sure to find one that you like! 
 

  



Matthew 16:13-20 
13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man 
is?”14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my 
Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 
will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

 
Two weeks ago, Doreen wrote about Peter’s developing faith and his growing awareness of Jesus 
being the Son of God. It was his faith that enabled him to get out of the boat and walk on water 
towards Jesus! This week’s famous passage again witnesses Peter’s great faith and his deeper 
understanding of who Jesus is, resulting in his great confession. ’You are the Messiah, Son of the 
living God’.    
To give some context to this exciting moment, Jesus had previously warned his disciples about the 
false teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Jesus knew there was growing confusion among the 

people about his teaching and that of the Jewish authorities, so He asks his disciples ‘Who do the people say the Son 
of Man is?’ They reply John the Baptist, Elijah and others. Jesus then asks, ‘but who do you say that I am?’  
Peter speaks for the other disciples, because he is convinced that Jesus is the promised Messiah. Jesus tells Peter this 
information was revealed to him by his Father in heaven. On the strength of his confession is why Jesus changed 
Simon’s name to Peter (meaning rock) and reveals he will build his church on that rock and the keys of the kingdom 
that nothing can prevail against are given to Peter.  
We are facing challenging times and the truth is hard to distinguish amidst conflicting news stories and advice. 
Within this sea of confusion, where do you look for the truth that Peter found?  
Who do you say that Jesus is? Do you believe him to be the Son of the living God? 
It really is worth spending time thinking and reflecting on who you believe Jesus is.  
1 John 5:13 tells us eternal life is found in Jesus. Matt 28:20 says that Jesus promises that he will never leave us. 
He is the solid ground, which we can build our lives on. Worth thinking about?   
Nicky Beasley 
 
Other readings for this week: Exodus1:8-2:10, Psalm 124, Romans 12:1-8 

 

We remember and pray especially this week for all those affected by the deaths of Paul and Susan Dickinson, a well-
known and respected couple in the village of Cranberry. There will be a memorial service at All Saints’ Standon on 

Wednesday 26th August at 6.30 pm 

 
 
 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS  
We’re praying for Dot Sargent, Pat Barley, Pat Lawrence, Carol and Martyn Turner, Geoff Foster, 

 Alan & Madeline Rawlings and Margaret Bailey.  
 

St. James’ and St. Mary’s will be open from 10 to 11.30 this Sunday and both churches will have a short time of 
worship at 10.30 using the words of the morning service printed overleaf. 

 If you are attending, please remember your face covering, observe social distancing, and use sanitiser.  
 

On August 30th we shall be welcoming the Rev. Prebendary Ian Cardinal to St. Mary’s. He will lead a celebration of 
Holy Communion at 10.30. On that morning, St. James’ will not be open.  

 



WORSHIP FOR THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
Faithful Lord, whose steadfast love never ceases and 
whose mercies never come to an end: grant us the 
grace to trust you and to receive the gifts of your love,  
new every morning, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
God the Father forgives us in Christ and heals us by 
the Holy Spirit. Let us therefore put away all anger 
and bitterness, all slander and malice, 
and confess our sins to God our redeemer: 
 
Father, you come to meet us when we return to you: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Jesus, you died on the cross for our sins: 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Spirit, you give us life and peace: 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
The Lord is with us, he is our stronghold; God will help 
us at the break of day. 
 The Lord is with us, he is our stronghold; God will 
help us at the break of day.  
God is our refuge and strength, ready to help 
whenever we are in trouble: 
God will help us at the break of day. 
We will not fear, even if the earth shakes, and the 
mountains topple into the sea 
God will help us at the break of day. 
Come now and look at the works of the Lord, the 
awesome things he has done on earth: 
 God will help us at the break of day. 
Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted 
among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth 
God will help us at the break of day. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit.  
The Lord is with us, he is our stronghold; God will 
help us at the break of day.  
 
Collect:  
God of glory, 
the end of our searching, 
help us to lay aside 
all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom, 
and to give all that we have 
to gain the pearl beyond all price, 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

 
Prayers this week contributed by 
Ann Ramsey 
 
 

“O Lord our God, when we in awesome wonder 
consider all the works your hands have made.” 
We give you praise and thanks for the beauty of your 
creation, for the hills, trees and plants, the majesty of 
the mountains, all living creatures and the seasons 
with their own particular beauty. May we always be 
aware that we are part of your creation and respect it.  
 
We bring before you all the nations of your world who 
are suffering from natural disasters, war and 
especially the corona virus. Sometimes we don't 
understand why life is cruel and harsh and why people 
suffer in your world. Help us to do what we can to 
relieve all sufferings and hardships and to trust in you.  
 
Please give strength and courage to all who are ill and 
those waiting to go into hospital, and those waiting 
treatment. Take away their fears and give gentleness 
and understanding to all who will care for them. Help 
them to know you are walking by their side and assure 
them of your love.  
 
As we remember our own church, we ask you Lord to 
bless our worship and work, that it may be a house of 
prayer, a centre of Christian teaching, a community of 
service and a witness to God’s love. At this time of 
interregnum and the corona virus we thank you Lord 
for all those involved in the smooth running of our 
church.  
 
We thank you too for our families and pray especially 
for the safety of all children during the summer 
holiday. For all students at this very difficult and 
confusing time, having to make decisions about their 
future, guide them Lord and let your love reach out to 
them.  
 
Holy Spirit teach us, when your word we read, 
Shine upon its pages with the light we need. 
Holy Spirit prompt us when we kneel to pray 
Nearer come and teach us what we ought to say.  
Holy Spirit give us each a lowly mind 
Make us more like Jesus, gentle, pure and kind.Amen. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


