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This weekend sees the Festival of the Blessed Virgin Mary and for our friends at the Catholic church in Swynnerton, 
(Our Lady of the Assumption), it’s their patronal day with special prayer and thanksgiving. In times past, villagers 
would be enjoying some fun on August 15th thanks to the charter of 1306 in which Edward 1 granted permission for 
an annual fair. 
 

Watch out for Songs of Praise on BBC 1 at 1.15 this Sunday 16th August.  
Aled Jones will be presenting the programme from Trentham Gardens.  
The show will also feature the Salvation Army Choir, the AMC Gospel Choir, and soprano 
Olivia Safe - as well as a piece about the 92-miles Two Saints Way, which connects the 
shrines of St Chad at Lichfield and St Werburgh at Chester, and passes through Trentham 
along the way. 
 

 

 

 Helen Ladell writes from Eccleshall and sends 
greetings and thanks to those who have 
supported her in the Lockdown. Like so many of 
us she has been “confined to quarters” and has 
been reminiscing about the days when she was 
able to get out and about much more freely.  
“From the age of 5”, says Helen, “when I would 

accompany my father on visits to his parishioners, my wheels have been my best friend and second home”. Helen’s 
first form of transport was a second hand push bike bought from a stall on Gnosall market. She then graduated to a 
“Super Hercules Sports Special”, a gift for her 13th birthday which cost the princely sum of £3 and 10 shillings. 
Bicycles accompanied her to St. Andrews and to college in London but were then upstaged by a Famous James 

Autocycle (98cc). A succession of 14 cars followed including 
a Bond mini car (a three- wheeler) and a sports vintage 
Triumph. Helen particularly remembers having her first 
driving licence in 1943 and the experience of wearing a 
riding mac, air force helmet and gauntlets to get to work on 
the autocycle.  

 
 

The St Chad’s Retreat Centre trustees are pleased to announce they have been able to re-open the doors of 
Dovedale and Shallowford House. 
Early indications look positive with guests already taking advantage of the new settings that both the houses are 
offering. Enquiries and bookings for this summer are already up on previous years as people emerge from the 
lockdown. Find out more here. 
Meanwhile, The Hermitage at Reflection Gardens in Cannock Wood is now available for overnight stays, contact John 
Polhill or phone 01543 674474. 
 
 

Make face masks! 
Sanctus - who support asylum seekers in Stoke-on-Trent, out of St Mark's Shelton - are looking for volunteers who 
can make face masks for asylum seekers and to sell in support of their work. Email the Revd Sally Smith  
(sally.smith@lichfield.anglican.org) for more details.

  



 

Almost every worker in the country will have experienced upheaval and 
challenge this year. As we enter the sixth month of the crisis, journalist Hannah 
Stokes reflects on how her industry responded in the early days and how it 
continues to adapt to change.  
 
“The pandemic has been the biggest story I’ve ever covered, because it’s touched everyone. 
There were two moments when shivers went down my spine. First when the shielding regulations 

and arrangements for food deliveries were announced; then when my boss issued letters to carry at all times - to 
prove to the police in Lockdown that we were key workers.                                                                                                       
The responsibility felt huge. 
 
Our public service role has never been more important - initially conveying the rules to keep people safe, and then 
starting to question the decisions being made and to reflect the public mood.  
We worked really hard to get the tone right - getting straight to the point with what people needed to know, helping 
them understand the gravity of the situation, but also offering a constant reassuring presence in people’s living 
rooms, and reflecting the great work being done in our communities and by the NHS.  
 
As a Programme Editor at ITV Central I choose what stories we cover, and write the words the presenter reads out. 
We’re on at 6pm, before the national news at 6:30, so in the days of the 5pm Downing Street briefings, we were the 
first to bring the latest announcements to viewers. I’d be trying to digest what was being said, and write it as clearly 
and quickly as possible, before scripts were printed and the presenter went down to the studio.  
 
I was privileged to make a special half hour programme about mental health, when five NHS workers took time out 
to tell us their experience of the pandemic. When I thanked one of them for their time they said ‘this is important to 
document, it’s part of history’.  You can watch that programme here 
Many of our team are still working from home,  approaching people with microphones on long poles, and doing 
interviews over the internet.  You can read about that here. 
Newsrooms are brilliant places to work - yes tensions can run high, there’s a lot of pressure with daily deadlines, and 
there is a bit of shouting and running around (in normal times), but we’re one team all working for the same thing 
and we are all missing each other. Our Head of News has been great, prioritising safety over everything. I remember 
typing some words one day about employers having to ensure social distancing, as our Operations Manager was 
applying yellow sticky tape around my office chair in a 2m wide box!  
 
We have meetings online throughout the day - which everyone is on time for now – and on the days I’m at home I 
definitely enjoy being able to start dinner 30 seconds after signing out of the post - programme debrief. 
I hope when we’ve got a grip on this virus, people’s view of the big news organisations will remain as positive. Our 
viewing figures have been very high during all this, and I hope those who valued us or discovered us will stay 
watching - it’s ITV at 6pm!” 
 
If you or members of your family have stories to share about the way work and other routines have changed this 
year, do email the newsletter at the address on the front page. 
 
 

The theologian Tom Wright’s latest book takes a balanced, biblical look at the events of the 
last few months. In the face of such immense suffering, when there is no explanation or 
comprehension, he suggests we look towards the biblical tradition of “lament”. Like the 
psalmist, we cry out, “Why do you stand far off O Lord?” “Why do you hide yourself in time 
of trouble? He points us towards Jesus’ great grief at the death of his friend Lazarus and his 
overwhelming agony in the garden of Gethsemane.  
  Professor Wright acknowledges that when we ask “Why?”, there are few answers, but if we 
ask “What can we do?” then we may begin to see more clearly. 
 "When the world is going through great convulsions, the followers of Jesus are called to be 
people of prayer at the place where the world is in pain”.   
There are some interesting arguments and the last chapter “Where do we go from here?” 
has some challenges for all of us.  



PSALM 23  

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside 
still waters. 3. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 
 
 

“During this continuing crisis, we’re forced to think carefully about everything we do. Perhaps 
we’re mainly staying in, social distancing and generally avoiding others. But because we’re 
human, what we enjoy most is social contact, and that’s what we especially value as members 
of our church family. Slowly and cautiously our churches are opening up for private prayer or a 
short, simple service but hugs, kisses and handshakes are still not possible.  
At this time, we may feel rather isolated and even a bit adrift as we no longer have a Rector to 

lead us. Psalm 23, ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’ is a great encouragement at times like this. Here the psalmist, 
King David, reminds us that we are neither alone nor leaderless. Read verses 2 and 3, both with the words 
‘He leads me ….’and verse 4, ‘For you are with me’. It’s one of the shortest psalms but well known for being 
a great comforter. It promises us a safe passage for the difficult weeks to come. 
The idea that God cares for us as a good shepherd runs right through the Bible and is taken up by Jesus on 
several occasions. In the opening verses of John, chapter 10, Jesus is speaking directly to His followers, 
explaining in picture language that a real shepherd is one who knows and understands his flock. We take 
from this that Jesus recognises our weaknesses, our fears and our anxieties.                                 
He will never let us down, even in the most trying of times. ‘I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly’ he says and just as King David talked of God leading us beside still waters and restoring our 
souls, so our Lord reminds us to trust in his promise, ‘I am the good shepherd’.  
Chris Stokes 
 
Readings this week: Genesis 45:1-15, Psalm 133, Romans11:1-2a,29-32, Matthew 15:21-28 
 
 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
St. James’ will be open for prayer this Sunday between 10 and 12.00. St. Mary’s will be open from 10 to 11.30 and 
both churches will have a short time of worship at 10.30 using the words of the morning service printed overleaf. 

 If you are attending, please remember your face covering, observe social distancing, and use sanitiser. If you are at 
home, do join in at the same time.  

This week we remember in our prayers Dot Sargent, Pat Barley, Pat Lawrence, Carol Turner, Geoff Foster, 
 Alan & Madeline Rawlings and Margaret Bailey. 

Let’s also pray for young people receiving exam results and facing difficult decisions about their future.  
 

LYNNE WILLIAMS SENDS A REMINDER THAT ITEMS FOR THE FOODBANK MAY NOW BE LEFT AT ST. MARY’S ON 
SUNDAY MORNINGS. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



MORNING WORSHIP 
This is the day that the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
O Lord, open our lips 
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
O come, let us sing to the Lord;  
let us heartily rejoice in the rock of our salvation.  
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving   
and be glad in him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God   
and a great king above all gods.  
Come, let us worship and bow down   
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God;   
we are the people of his pasture 
 and the sheep of his hand.  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit. As it was in the beginning is now and ever 
shall be, world without end, Amen.   
 
Confession: Let us admit to God the sin which always 
confronts us. 
Lord God, 
we have sinned against you; 
we have done evil in your sight. 
We are sorry and repent. 
Have mercy on us according to your love. 
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our 
sin. 
Renew a right spirit within us 
and restore us to the joy of your salvation, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
May Almighty God, 
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 
bring us his pardon and peace, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
Creed: Let us declare our faith in God. 
We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Collect: Lord of heaven and earth, 
as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer, 
give us patience and courage never to lose hope, 
but always to bring our prayers before you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Heavenly Father, as we turn to you in prayer, let our 
minds be still and our hearts quiet as we encounter 
you in this place. 
Father we bring before you our world.  The beautiful 
place you created.  Help us to protect it and wisely 
manage it as you would wish.  Help us not to squander 
its natural resources, nor take for granted the richness 
of its beauty.  Help us to tread lightly and leave no 
mark. 
Father we bring before you our country.  Privileged as 
we are to live here, we see discrimination and poverty 
all around us.  We ask that you give us grace to live a 
different way, your way Lord.   
Father we bring before you our Benefice.  This 
collection of rural villages.  As we await a new 
minister, prepare our hearts to welcome and work 
with the person you send.  We know you are 
preparing the heart of someone now to join us. 
Lord Jesus, around us we see wars and famine, 
disasters, man- made and natural.  Help us to be your 
hands at work.  Giving whatever resources we can to 
help those in need.  We pray especially for those in 
Beirut at the moment.  Make aid swift to reach them 
and appropriate for their need. 
We pray for a safe and speedy end to the Corona 
Virus sweeping through our world.  We lift to you the 
families of those who have died and those who are 
suffering, may they feel your loving arms wrapped 
around them Lord. 
We pray for those we love.  Our families, our friends 
and our communities.  Lord you know our hearts, you 
listen to the thoughts of our heart; bring comfort to 
those who need it at this time; those listed on our 
prayer sheet and those whom we know and place 
before you in a few moments of quiet now. 
Lord Jesus we ask these prayers in your name. 
 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen.  
 
May the grace of God uphold us 
the peace of God surround us, 
the love of God flow from us 
and the strength of God protect us 
this day and evermore. Amen. 
 
Prayers contributed by Julie 
Lewney. 
 
 
 


