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Morning Worship for Sunday August 23rd 

The 11th Sunday after Trinity 

 

Welcome 

Welcome to the Hook Norton Benefice Morning Worship for Sunday 

August 23rd, our readings are taken from Psalm 138, Romans 12 

verses 1 to 8 and Matthew 16 verses 13 to 20.  The sermon is given 

by the Rt. Revd. Dr. Alan Wilson, Bishop of Buckingham and our 

hymns are from the Church of England’s recordings. Thanks to Nick 

and Simon for reading, Kevin O’Neill for our prayers of intercession 

and to Kevin Hope, as always, for the PowerPoint and recording the 

service. 

 

Let’s just take a few moments to prepare ourselves for worship… 

Keith: Faithful one, whose word is life: 

come with saving power 

to free our praise, inspire our prayer and shape our lives 

for the kingdom of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Greeting 

Keith: I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart. 

All: On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my 

strength of soul. 

Keith: For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly; 

All: The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me.  

Your steadfast love, O Lord, endures for ever. 

Psalm 138 verses 1, 3, 6 ,8 

 

Keith: The Lord is with us. 

All:      Let us praise his name together.   Amen. 
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Hymn – Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 

Recorded remotely by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields in their homes and edited together. 

 

1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 

 does his successive journeys run; 

 his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 

 till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

 

2 People and realms of ev'ry tongue 

 dwell on his love with sweetest song, 

 and infant voices shall proclaim 

 their early blessings on his name. 

 

3 To him shall endless prayer be made 

 and praises throng to crown his head; 

 his name like incense shall arise 

 with ev'ry morning sacrifice. 

 

4 Let ev'ry creature rise and bring 

 peculiar honours to our King; 

 angels descend with songs again, 

 and earth repeat the loud amen.  
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

 

Our Confession 

 

Keith: American theologian and Presbyterian minister, Frederick 

Buechner once said: 

“To confess your sins to God is not to tell God anything God 

doesn't already know. Until you confess them, however, they 

are the abyss between you. When you confess them, they 

become the bridge.” 

 

A moment of silence and stillness to reflect on the past week… 
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We confess our sins together saying 

 

All: Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 

confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not loved 

our neighbours as ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we 

have been, help us to amend what we are and direct what we 

shall be; that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 

with you, our God. 

Amen. 

 

Keith: May the God of love and power, forgive us and free us from our 

sins, heal and strengthen us by your Spirit and raise us to new 

life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Epistle – read by Simon Cock 

Christian Behaviour 

Therefore, my brothers, I implore you by God’s mercy to offer your 

very selves to him: a living sacrifice, dedicated and fit for his 

acceptance, the worship offered by mind and heart.  Adapt 

yourselves no longer to the pattern of this present world, but let your 

minds be remade and your whole nature thus transformed. Then you 

will be able to discern the will of God, and to know what is good, 

acceptable, and perfect. 

 

In virtue of the gift that God in his grace has given me I say to 

everyone among you: do not be conceited or think too highly of 

yourself; but think your way to a sober estimate based on the 

measure of faith that God has dealt to each of you.  For just as in a 

single human body there are many limbs and organs, all with different 
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functions, so all of us, united with Christ, form one body, serving 

individually as limbs and organs to one another. 

 

The gifts we possess differ as they are allotted to us by God’s grace 

and must be exercised accordingly: the gift of inspired utterance, for 

example, in proportion to a man’s faith; or the gift of administration, 

in administration.  A teacher should employ his gift in teaching, and 

one who has the gift of stirring speech should use it to stir his hearers. 

If you give to charity, give with all your heart; if you are a leader, exert 

yourself to lead; if you are helping others in distress, do it cheerfully. 

 

Romans 12:1-8  

 

 

Reader: This is the word of the Lord.  

All: Thanks be to God.  

 

Hymn - All my hope on God is founded 
Recorded remotely by the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields in their homes and edited together. 

 

1 All my hope on God is founded; 

 He doth still my trust renew. 

 Me through change and chance he guideth, 

 Only good and only true. 

 God unknown, 

 He alone 

 Calls my heart to be his own. 

 

2 God's great goodness ay endureth, 

 Deep his wisdom, passing thought: 

 Splendour, light, and life attend him, 

 Beauty springeth out of nought. 

 Evermore, 

 From his store 

 New-born worlds rise and adore. 
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3 Daily doth the almighty giver 

 Bounteous gifts on us bestow; 

 His desire our soul delighteth, 

 Pleasure leads us where we go. 

 Love doth stand 

 At his hand; 

 Joy doth wait on his command. 

 

4 Still from man to God eternal 

 Sacrifice of praise be done, 

 High above all praises praising 

 For the gift of Christ his Son. 

 Christ doth call 

 One and all: 

 Ye who follow shall not fall. 

 
Meine Hoffnung stehet feste Joachim Neander (1650-1680)  

Paraphrased Robert Bridges (1844-1930) 

 

The Gospel Reading – read by Nick Case 

13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 

14 And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; 

and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 

15 He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? 

16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of 

the living God. 

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon 

Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 

Father which is in heaven. 
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18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 

will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 

it. 

19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and 

whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and 

whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he 

was Jesus the Christ. 

Matthew 16:13-20 

Nick: This is the gospel of the Lord.  

All:  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

A reflection from Rt. Revd. Dr. Alan Wilson, Bishop of Buckingham 

 

Our prayers led by Kevin O’Neill 

 

… at the end we say together 

All: Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your 

Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Keith: We join together in The Collect followed by The Lord’s Prayer 

 

All: God of glory, the end of our searching, help us to lay aside all 

that prevents us from seeking your kingdom, and to give all 

that we have to gain the pearl beyond all price, through our 

Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 
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All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name; your kingdom 

come; your will be done; on earth as in heaven. Give us today 

our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us. Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are 

yours, now and for ever.   

Amen. 

 

Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 

All: Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he was buried; 

he was raised to life on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

afterwards he appeared to his followers, 

and to all the apostles: 

this we have received, 

and this we believe. 

Amen. 
cf 1 Corinthians 15:3-7 

 

Hymn - Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 
sung by St Martin’s Voices 

 

1 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! 

 Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 

 tender to me the promise of his word; 

 in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

 

2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his Name! 

 Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 

 his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 

 his holy Name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 
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3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might! 

 Powers and dominions lay their glory by. 

 Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 

 the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

 

4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word! 

 Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 

 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

 to children's children and for evermore! 
Timothy Dudley-Smith (born 1926) from Luke 1 vs46-55  

© administered by Oxford University Press in Europe (including UK and Ireland) and Africa, and by Hope 

Publishing Company in all other territories (including USA) 

 

Dismissal 

Keith: As tools come to be sharpened by the blacksmith, so may we 

come to you Lord.  As sharpened tools go back to their owner, 

so may we go back to our everyday life to be used by you. 

Amen. 

A prayer from Africa 

 

The Blessing 

Keith: And may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father the Son and 

Holy Spirit be with you and remain with you always.   

Amen. 

Keith: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All:  In the name of Christ.  Amen. 


