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SETTING THE SCENE FOR MALACHI 
When our way of life is shaken, as it has 

been with the sudden arrival of 

coronavirus, the future feels uncertain.  

We try to keep positive and move on 

with hope, but remain uncertain over 

how life will actually turn out.  Anxieties 

and disappointments can start to pile 

up. As they do, we can begin to 

compromise our faith in an all-powerful 

and loving God. 
 

In Malachi’s day, the people of God had 

been through troubling times and their 

faith was shaken.  The book is written 

towards the end of Old Testament 

history.  The once great nation of Israel 

(that had split in two after king 

Solomon’s death) had been crushed.  

Israel, in the north, fell in 722BC, then 

Judah, in the south, followed in 587BC.  

Many were killed and most survivors 

were exiled.  Israel never returned to its 

homeland, but after 70 years in 

Babylon, Judah (also described 

sometimes as Israel) returned to rebuild 

the temple and city walls of Jerusalem 

(called Zion).  However, they found the 

promised blessings (offered by God 

through prophets like Micah, before the 

fall of Israel) did not happen.  In their 

disappointment the people of God 

started ignoring God and doing 

 
 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION Psalm 146:1,6-8 

Lord, hear my prayer. 

    Listen to my cry for mercy. 

You are faithful and right. 

    Come and help me. 

I spread out my hands to you in prayer. 

    I’m thirsty for you, just as dry 

 ground is thirsty for rain. 

Lord, answer me quickly. 

    I’m growing weak. 

Don’t turn your face away from me, 

    or I will be like those who go down 

 into the grave. 

In the morning let me hear about your 

 faithful love, 

    because I’ve put my trust in you. 

Show me the way I should live, 

    because I trust you with my life. 

 

HEAR OUR PRAYER Emu Music 

Hear our prayer, God above 

As we come to you and seek your 

 patient love. 

Hear our hearts, hear our minds, 

Hear the echoes of the words we 

 cannot find. 
 

Be our hope, be our guide. 

In our wanderings of weakness 

 break our pride. 

Not for ease shall we pray, 

But for strength that we may walk 

 with you this day. 
 

Disappointed with God 

Prayers - week 21 
9th Sunday after Trinity 

9th August 2020 
 

Malachi 1:2a & 3:16-18 

whatever they thought fit to create a 

new good life for themselves. 
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So we pray in faith, your will be done. 

As we long to see your kingdom come. 

We ask with one voice, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Hear our prayer, faithful one. 

Shape our yearnings to the gospel of 

 your Son. 

Free our hearts, free our minds, 

From the war that sin will wage till 

 you arrive. 

Be our joy, be our stay. 

Give us eyes to see you answer 

 prayer this day. 

Hear us praise all you've done. 

We rejoice as we receive the victory 

 won. 

 
GOD’S PROMISES BEFORE THE EXILE 
Micah 4:1-5  

Out of Jerusalem’s ashes a new 

Jerusalem will arise to worship God.  

Nations of the world will seek him 

there.  A fine hope, but what of the 

present?  Model the dream and 

show now how pilgrims should live. 
 

Micah 5:2-5a 

A messianic promise for a new era of 

worship, power, and peace under a 

shepherd king in the line of great 

king David. 
 

A prayer in response 

Lord Jesus, whenever I lose my joy in 

You, help me to hear You knocking 

at the door of my life.  Help me to 

respond so that You fully share my 

life and are my joy today, and for 

ever more.  Amen. 

 

THE PEOPLE’S FEELINGS  
Malachi 1:1-2a  

 

 
 

 

Malachi 2:17 

The people feel there is nothing wrong 

in following the ways of the world and 

ignoring God’s laws because they don’t 

believe following God’s way is going to 

make any difference to what happens 

to them. 
 

Malachi 3:8 

The people feel that it is not worth 

their while to give their money to the 

Lord when they have better things to 

spend it on. 
 

A prayer in response  

Heavenly Father, help me to so know 

and love You that, unconsciously, I may 

display the wisdom, attractiveness, and 

beauty of a life that fears and delights in 

knowing and loving You.  For Jesus’ 

sake.  Amen.   

 

THE PEOPLE’S BEHAVIOUR  
Malachi 1:6-8;  

The people care more about their 

children than they do God.  And 

Levites (leaders in the Temple), neglect 

honouring the Lord’s commands and 

covenants, they are prepared to 

instruct the people in whatever way 

pleases the people rather than the 

Lord.  They let the people get away 

with offering God second best in their 

worship of him.   
 

Malachi 2:11-14 

Men had no lasting commitment to 

their wife.  They are quick to enter 

divorce to gain a new attractive wife 

with no belief in the Lord.  They 

think they can make this behaviour 

acceptable to the Lord by offering 

him their worship. 
 

Malachi 3:8 

The people are ready to rob the Lord 

if it is for their personal gain. 

The Lord reiterates his love, but the 

people ask, “How have you loved us?” 



3 

 A prayer in response (A prayer by George Herbert)  
Teach me, my God and King, 

In all things Thee to see, 

And what I do in anything 

To do it as for Thee.  Amen. 

 

A DAY OF BLESSING AND JUDGEMENT 
Malachi 3:16-18 

Those who had respect for the Lord 

talked with one another. And the 

Lord heard them. A list of people 

and what they did was written in a 

book in front of him.  It included the 

names of those who respected the 

Lord and honoured him. 
 

“The day is coming when I will 

judge,” says the Lord who rules over 

all. “On that day they will be my 

special treasure.  I will spare them 

just as a father loves and spares his 

son who serves him.  Then once 

again you will see the difference 

between godly people and sinful 

people.  And you will see the 

difference between those who serve 

me and those who do not.” 

 

GOD’S PROMISES COME TOGETHER IN CHRIST 
Titus 3:3-7 

At one time we too acted like fools. 

We didn’t obey God.  We were 

tricked. We were controlled by all 

kinds of desires and pleasures.  We 

were full of evil.  We wanted what 

belongs to others.  People hated us, 

and we hated one another.  But the 

kindness and love of God our Saviour 

appeared.  He saved us.  It wasn’t 

because of the good things we had 

done.  It was because of his mercy.  

He saved us by washing away our 

sins.  We were born again.  The Holy 

Spirit gave us new life.  God poured 

out the Spirit on us freely.  That’s 

because of what Jesus Christ our 

Saviour has done.  His grace made us 

right with God. So now we have 

received the hope of eternal life as 

God’s children. 

 

CONFESSION  

The Lord who rules overall says, “I will 

send my messenger.  He will prepare 

my way for me.  Then suddenly the 

Lord you are looking for will come to 

his temple.  The messenger of the 

covenant will come.  He is the one you 

long for.”  But who can live through 

the day when he comes? Who will be 

left standing when he appears? He will 

be like a fire that makes things pure. 

He will be like soap that makes things 

clean.  He will act like one who makes 

silver pure.  
Malachi 3:1-3a 
 

Lord, we have come to see that our 

lives fall far short of your glory. 

Have mercy and forgive us. 
 

Lord, you have given your life for us, 

and poured out your Spirit, yet we fail 

to return your love with all our heart. 

Have mercy and change us. 
 

Too often we are selfish and proud, 

ignoring you, Lord, and neglecting 

others. 

Have mercy and cleanse us. 
 

Lord, when we do not truly trust and 

obey you, we are overwhelmed by 

self-pity, fear and worry. 

Have mercy and deliver us. 
 

In Christ we are given a sure hope 

and secure love, yet we follow the 

false hopes and desires of this world. 

Have mercy and forgive us. 
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Father, through the redeeming 

death of your Son on the cross, 

by your Spirit and through your word, 

transform and renew us to follow 

you with joy. 

All this we ask, confident in your 
unchanging faithfulness.  Amen. 
 
HE WILL HOLD ME FAST Keith Getty 

When I fear my faith will fail, 

Christ will hold me fast; 

When the tempter would prevail, 

He will hold me fast. 

I could never keep my hold through 

life's fearful path; 

For my love is often cold; 

He must hold me fast. 
 

He will hold me fast, 

He will hold me fast; 

For my Saviour loves me so, 

He will hold me fast. 
 

Those He saves are His delight, 

Christ will hold me fast; 

Precious in his holy sight, 

He will hold me fast. 

He'll not let my soul be lost; 

His promises shall last; 

Bought by Him at such a cost, 

He will hold me fast. 
 

He will hold me… 
 

For my life He bled and died, 

Christ will hold me fast; 

Justice has been satisfied; 

He will hold me fast. 

Raised with Him to endless life, 

He will hold me fast 

'Till our faith is turned to sight, 

When He comes at last! 
 

He will hold me… 

 

 

COLLECT FOR TODAY Common Worship 

Almighty God, 

who sent your Holy Spirit 

to be the life and light of your Church: 

open our hearts to the riches of your 

 grace, 

that we may bring forth the fruit of the 

 Spirit 

in love and joy and peace; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
NO OTHER NAME Emu Music 
There is no other name 

In heaven can be found, 

Through whom we are redeemed, 

Through whom your grace abounds. 

No other name can save 

But Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

My joy in sorrow’s tears. 

My strength to cast out fears. 

No other name but Jesus, Jesus, 

My hope in darkest night. 

My broken soul’s delight. 

No other name but Jesus, Jesus. 
 

There is no victory 

But Jesus crucified. 

No other cure for sin 

But that our Saviour died. 

No other hope we have 

But that he rose again. 
 

My joy in sorrow’s tears… 
 

No other throne endures. 

No other song remains. 

But ‘Worthy is the Lamb 

Who was for sinners slain,’ 

When every knee shall bow 

And tongue confess you are Lord 

You are Lord. 

My joy in sorrow’s tears… 



Prayer topics for the week 
If you would like the vicar to pray with you on the phone, call him on 01902 827214; or alternatively you 

can place a prayer request on our ‘Prayer Chain’ by phoning Joan on 01902 754526.  She will have several 

people pray, in confidence, for your request. 

Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. 
Read Luke 18:1-8 

For the World 

 Pray for the elected leaders of nations across the world; not to misuse their powers, or to ignore the 

pressing needs of their people, but to serve with selfless leadership and humility; with integrity and 

compassion. 
 Pray for the people of Beirut, Lebanon:  for those who are suffering from the huge explosions on 

Wednesday; for the relatives of those killed, and the thousands injured, for the hospitals already 

overwhelmed with Covid-19 patients, pray for the medical supplies needed to get to the hospitals. 

Pray for the city’s 300,000 citizens whose homes have been destroyed. 
 Pray for the countries overwhelmed by the growing number of Covid-19 cases, especially where 

there is already a high level of poverty and lack of medical resources; and in countries that have 

suffered years of conflict. Father God we lift them up to you. 
 Pray for the Government in its preparation and handling of the Covid-19 pandemic over the coming 

months. Pray for businesses to survive; and pray for Brexit talks this month and for all the trading 

agreements that need to be put in place are and chaos is avoided.  

For St Jude’s Church 
 Reflect on what pressures in life are currently putting your faith in the Lord under pressure.  Ask him 

to speak to you as we look through the book of Malachi and discover his unchanging love and 

unfolding promises fulfilled in the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus – his Son and our 

Saviour King. 

 Pray for Daniel Allen and Gina Edwards, getting married in Gina’s parish church in Birmingham on 5th 

September.  We read their Banns of Marriage for the first time today because Daniel lives in our 

parish.  Pray for their patience and trust in the Lord as they have to cope with all the uncertainties of 

ever changing coronavirus regulation. 

 Give thanks for the lives of Church Family members, we remember those with their birthday in 

August, in particular:  Pauline Roberts, Sheila Parkins, Brian Titton, and TJ Ahme.  “God is the God 

who gives peace.  May he make you holy through and through.  May your whole spirit, soul and body 

be kept free from blame.  May you be without blame from now until our Lord Jesus Christ comes.”  

(1 Thessalonians 5:23-24) 

For our Mission Partners – Tearfund 
 Afghanistan remains one of the deadliest conflict zones in the world for civilians – particularly for 

women and children.  Children are vulnerable to being recruited to fight.  Pray for God’s protection 

over them and pray for the peace talks due to resume; pray for the country in its fight against the 

coronavirus. 

 Ethiopia - 5.9 million people will be in need of food assistance from July to December.  Lack of rainfall 

and locust infestations have destroyed crops and lockdown restrictions have left many unable to 

work.  Pray for provision, and for Tearfund’s work in support of vulnerable communities. 

 
CONTACTING ST JUDE’S 

Vicar (day off – Friday) 

Church Wardens 
 

Occasional Minister 
Children 
Parish Office 

Rev Philip Robertson 

James Sturgeon 

Pradip Sudra 

Rev Ivor Saunders 

Nicky Robertson 

CLOSED 

827214 

269743 

334257 

751162 

827214 

 

philipsrobertson@virginmedia.com 

jmmsturgeon@gmail.com 

pradipsudra@gmail.com 

ivor.john@outlook.com 

nicky_is@hotmail.com 

 

Our building is shut (apart from Worship & Prayer).  For news visit our Facebook Group and Website 

St Jude’s Church, c/o The Vicarage 21A St Jude’s Road, Wolverhampton, WV6 0EB 
www.achurchnearyou.com/wolverhampton-st-judes 

Facebook.com/ St Judes Church Community 


