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A CALL TO WORSHIP 1 Chronicles 16:25-30  

Great is the Lord!  He is most worthy 
of praise! He is to be revered above 
all gods.  The gods of other nations 
are idols, but the Lord made the 
heavens.  Honour and majesty 
surround him; strength and beauty 
are in his dwelling.  O nations of the 
world, recognise the Lord, recognise 
that the Lord is glorious and strong.  
Give to the Lord the glory he 
deserves!  Bring your offering and 
come to worship him.  Worship the 
Lord in all his splendour.  Let all the 
earth tremble before him.  The 
world is firmly established and 
cannot be shaken. 
 
DELIGHT IN THE LAW OF YAHWEH Psalm 1 
Blessed is the one 
    who does not walk in step with 
 the wicked 
or stand in the way that sinners take 
    or sit in the company of mockers, 
but whose delight is in the law of 
 the Lord, 
    and who meditates on his law day 
 and night. 
That person is like a tree planted by 
 streams of water, 
    which yields its fruit in season 
and whose leaf does not wither – 
    whatever they do prospers. 

Not so the wicked! 
    They are like chaff 
    that the wind blows away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand 
 in the judgment, 
    nor sinners in the assembly of the 
 righteous. 
For the Lord watches over the way 
 of the righteous, 
but the way of the wicked leads to 
 destruction. 
 
THE CROWN OF LIFE 
Blessed is the one who perseveres 
under trial because, having stood the 
test, that person will receive the crown 
of life that the Lord has promised to 
those who love him. 
James 1:12 
 

Jesus promises… “Be faithful, even to 
the point of death, and I will give you 
the crown of life.” 
Revelation 2:10 

 
THE WAY TO OUR CORONATION 
Jesus said...  “Enter God’s kingdom 
through the narrow gate. The gate is 
large and the road is wide that leads to 
ruin. Many people go that way.  But 
the gate is small and the road is 
narrow that leads to life.  Only a few 
people find it.” 
Matthew 7:13-14 
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My friends, if any of you wander away 
from the truth and another one brings 
you back again, remember this: 
whoever turns a sinner back from the 
wrong way will save that sinner's soul 
from death and bring about the 
forgiveness of many sins. 
James 5:19-20 

 

Jesus says, “I stand knocking at the 

door.  If anyone listens to my voice 

and opens the door, I will go into his 

house, and dine with him, and he 

with me.  As for the victorious, I will 

give them the honour of sitting 

beside me on my throne, just as I 

myself have won the victory and 

have taken my seat beside my 

Father on his throne. 
Revelation 3:20-21 
 

Here, then, is the crucial question 
which we have been leading up to.  
Have we ever opened the door to 
Christ?  Have we ever invited him in?  
This was exactly the question which I 
needed to have put to me.  For, 
intellectually speaking, I had believed 
in Jesus all my life, on the other side 
of the door.  I had regularly struggled 
to say my prayers through the key-
hole.  I had even pushed pennies 
under the door in a vain attempt to 
pacify him.  I had been baptised, yes 
and confirmed as well.  I went to 
church, read my bible, had high 
ideals, and tried to be good and do 
good.  But all the time, often without 
realising it, I was holding Christ at 
arm’s length, and keeping him 
outside.  I knew that to open the door 
might have momentous 
consequences.  I am profoundly 

grateful to him for enabling me to 
open the door. Looking back now 
over more than fifty years, I realise 
that that simple step has changed the 
entire direction, course, and quality 
of my life. 
John Stott  

 
LEARN FROM A PROPHET’S WARNING TO 

A FALLEN KING   1 Samuel 15:22-29 
Samuel said to Saul, “Do you think 
all God wants are sacrifices — empty 
rituals just for show?  He wants you 
to listen to him! 
 

Plain listening is the thing, not 
staging a lavish religious production. 
 

Not doing what God tells you is far 
worse than fooling around in the 
occult. 
 

Getting self-important around God is 
far worse than making deals with 
your dead ancestors. 
 

Because you said ‘No’ to God’s 
command, he says ‘No’ to your 
kingship.” 
 

Saul gave in and confessed, “I’ve 
sinned.  I’ve trampled roughshod 
over God’s Word and your 
instructions.  I cared more about 
pleasing the people.  I let them tell 
me what to do.  Oh, absolve me of 
my sin!  Take my hand and lead me 
to the altar so I can worship God!” 
 

But Samuel refused: “No, I can’t 
come alongside you in this.  You 
rejected God’s command.  Now God 
has rejected you as king over Israel.” 
 

As Samuel turned to leave, Saul 
grabbed at his priestly robe and a 
piece tore off.  Samuel said, “God has 
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just now torn the kingdom from you, 
and handed it over to your neighbour, 
a better man than you are.  Israel’s 
God-of-Glory doesn’t deceive and he 
doesn’t dither.  He says what he 
means and means what he says.” 
 
CONFESSION  

To all who approach the Lord in 
humility and with a sincere desire to 
be restored to him, he says, “Come 
now, let us argue this out.  No matter 
how deep the stain of your sins, I can 
remove it.  I can make you as clean as 
freshly fallen snow.  Even if you are 
stained as red as crimson, I can make 
you as white as wool. 
Isaiah 1:18 
 

Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have wandered and strayed 
 from your ways like lost sheep. 
We have followed too much the 
 devices and desires of our own 
 hearts. 
We have offended against your 
 holy laws. 
We have left undone those things 
that we ought to have done; 
and we have done those things 
that we ought not to have done; 
and there is no health in us. 
But you, O Lord, have mercy upon 
 us sinners. 
Spare those who confess their faults. 
Restore those who are penitent, 
according to your promises 
declared to mankind 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
And grant, O most merciful Father, 
 for his sake, 
that we may live a disciplined, 
 righteous and godly life, 
to the glory of your holy name.   
 

And as we receive forgiveness...  
may we not slip back into our old ways 
of doing evil; the ways of life we 
followed when we didn’t know any 
better.  But now we must be holy in 
everything we do, just as God – who 
chose us to be his children – is holy.  
For he himself has said, “You must be 
holy because I am holy.”  Amen. 
1 Peter 1:14-16 

 
REJOICE IN GOD’S GRACE AND MERCY 
Mathew 19:23-26 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Believe 
me, a rich man will find it very 
difficult to enter the kingdom of 
Heaven. Yes, I repeat, a camel could 
more easily squeeze through the 
eye of a needle than a rich man get 
into the kingdom of God!” 
 

The disciples were simply amazed to 
hear this, and said, “Then who can 
possibly be saved?” 
 

Jesus looked steadily at them and 
replied, “Humanly speaking it is 
impossible; but with God anything is 
possible!” 
 
COLLECT FOR TODAY Common Worship 

Lord God, 
your Son left the riches of heaven 
and became poor for our sake: 
when we prosper save us from pride, 
when we are needy save us from 
 despair, 
that we may trust in you alone; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
BLESSING 2 Peter 3:18 

Grow in grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  To 
him be glory both now and for ever!   
Amen. 



Prayer topics for the week 
If you would like the vicar to pray with you on the phone, call him on 01902 827214; or alternatively you 
can place a prayer request on our ‘Prayer Chain’ by phoning Joan on 01902 754526.  She will have several 
people pray, in confidence, for your request. 

Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, 
and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 

Hebrews 13:3 

For the World 
 Pray for the 112 Chibok schoolgirls still missing after 6 years abduction by Boko Haram in Nigeria. Pray for 

God’s comfort and strength for them, those released and for their families. 
 Pray for healing and support for the Yazidi women and children traumatised by what they’ve experienced at 

the hands of the IS in Iraq. 
 For those held globally in migrant detention centres, families separated and living in poor conditions. Pray for 

those held in harsh labour camps; pray for their hope and release. 
 Pray for Kylie Moore-Gilbert, Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe and other political prisoners unjustly held in Iran; for 

God to protect and reunite them with their families. 

 Pray for all who feel imprisoned by disability, mental or physical; or by the fear of the coronavirus. 
That we will trust in God's help to overcome our anxieties.  

For St Jude’s Church 
 Reflect on James’ teaching in James 1:12 & 5:19-20 on gaining the Crown of Life, both for yourself 

and for brothers and sisters in Christ in need of help if they are to endure to the end.  Who might you 
be able to help and encourage, particularly during this difficult time?   

 Pray for the family of Harry Stokes.  Phil conducts his funeral at Bushbury Crematorium on Monday 
3rd August.  

 Give thanks for the lives of Church Family members, we remember those with their birthday in 
August, in particular:  Pauline Roberts, Sheila Parkins, Brian Titton, and TJ Ahme.  Jesus promises…  
“Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive 
the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.” (Revelation 2:10 ) 

For our Mission Partners – Barnabas Fund 
 China – The high-tech surveillance system genetically mapping the entire male population, has raised 

fresh concerns for Christians and other marginalised groups. Pray for elderly believers whose state 
support has been stopped because of their Christian faith. Hundreds of churches have been closed, 
pastors arrested and members threatened with imprisonment if they attend religious meetings. Pray 
for God to give His children strength and protection.  

 Turkey – Pray the government will lift an “entry ban” on serving pastors from overseas. Since 2019 it 
has become “increasingly difficult” for the needed overseas clergy serving in Turkey to be granted 
residency. 

 DRC and Mali – Pray for God’s protection over Christian villages where they have been many deadly 
attacks by militant/ jihadist groups in the past months. 

 

CONTACTING ST JUDE’S 
Vicar (day off – Friday) 
Church Wardens 
 
Occasional Minister 
Children 
Parish Office 

Rev Philip Robertson 
James Sturgeon 
Pradip Sudra 
Rev Ivor Saunders 
Nicky Robertson 
CLOSED 

827214 
269743 
334257 
751162 
827214 
 

philipsrobertson@virginmedia.com 
jmmsturgeon@gmail.com 
pradipsudra@gmail.com 
ivor.john@outlook.com 
nicky_is@hotmail.com 
 

Our building is shut (apart from Worship & Prayer).  For news visit our Facebook Group and Website 
St Jude’s Church, c/o The Vicarage 21A St Jude’s Road, Wolverhampton, WV6 0EB 

www.achurchnearyou.com/wolverhampton-st-judes 
Facebook.com/ St Judes Church Community 


