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Parish Contacts 

The Rural Dean         
        
Revd. Rosamund Seal   01406  424989            
                                 rosamund.seal@btinternet.com   
Authorised Lay Ministers 
 
Mr. David Smith    01406 363388 
 
Deanery administrator – Caz Dennis – 01406 423460       
     EEdeanery@lincoln.anglican.org  
(Office hours Monday – Thursday 9.00-1.00) 
 For all enquiries about Baptisms, Weddings and funerals 
Churchwardens: 
 

Fleet  
 
Peter Graper    01406 423803 peter.graper@yahoo.com 
Geoff De Roux    07915 973690  geoffderoux@hotmail.co.uk 
                     
Holbeach Hurn 
 
Mr. David Baker                01406 362420 
Mrs. Kay Jenkinson           01406 424428  
                                                            
Gedney   

  
Mr. William Webb   01406 363673             
Mrs. Jill Duffey    01406 365586 
 

Holbeach St. Marks    
       
Doris Johnson    01406 701250 
Nick Worth    01406 701459 
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Useful Community Contacts 

 

 

   
 

The Pilgrim Hospital …………………………..  01205 364 801 

Queen Elizabeth Hospital …………………… 01553 613 613 

Holbeach Hospital ……………………………… 01406 422 283 

Johnson Community Hospital Spalding.. 01775 652 
000 

Peterborough City Hospital…………………. 01733  678000 

Long Sutton Medical Centre ………………..01406 362 081 

Boots Chemist Long Sutton ………………… 01406 362 331 

Samaritans …………………………………………  116 123  

National Rail Enquiries ……………………….  0845 748 495 

Registrar Long Sutton …………………………  01522 782 244 

M. P. John Hayes ………………………………… 01775 711 534 

NHS Direct …………………………………………..0845 46 47 

Cllr Nick Worth …………………………………….07866 415688 

 

South Holland Parish Volunteer Car Service  

(Mon - Fri 09:00 - 12:00 / 13:00 - 16:30) Call Sharon:  

01406 366820 or 07834 634336 
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For all enquiries about Baptisms, 

Weddings and Funerals please con-

tact the Deanery Administrator, Caz 

Dennis, on 01406 423460 (office 

hours Mon- Thurs 9.00-1.00) 

For urgent pastoral issues please 

contact the Rural Dean – Rosamund 

Seal – 01406 424989 

For all other enquiries please contact 

the churchwardens - details are in the 

Mid Elloe Community magazine. 

SEE US ON THE WEB 

The Magazine and details of services will be put on the new church website every month so 

please do check there for details of what is  going on in your Parish and in the Benefice. 

Fleet:    https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14562/ 

Gedney:  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14564/ 

Holbeach Hurn:  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14569/ 

Holbeach St Marks: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14564/ 

MAGAZINE EDITOR: MARK ELSOM 

m4rke44@hotmail.com 

Copy for the magazine should be with Mark by 18th of the previous 

month, marked Mid Elloe Magazine. 

 

ADVERTISING EDITOR:  

GILL GRAPER 

gill.graper@googlemail.com 

01406 423803 

It is hoped to produce a magazine each 
month which will go on the website and 
be emailed to as many people as possi-

ble.   We hope you will understand that in 
these difficult times it may not always ap-
pear at the beginning of a month and the 

content  will be reduced.  People who wish 
to submit items should still do so by 18th 

of the previous month.  
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PSALM 23 - for many people this is their favourite psalm and it is probably one 
of the most well known. This version is written in 21st century style, with certain      
legalistic jargon! 

1. The Lord and I are in a Shepherd/sheep situation : I am in a position of negative 
need. 

2. He prostrates me in a green belt grazing area: he conducts me directionally parallel 
to non-torrential aqueous liquid. 

3. He returns to original satisfaction levels my psychological make-up: he switches 
me on to a positive behavioural format for maximal prestige of his identity. 

4. It should indeed be said that, notwithstanding the fact that I make ambulatory    
progress through the umbrageous inter-hill mortality slot, terror-sensations will not 
be instantiated within me due to para-ethical phenomena: your pastoral walking aid 
and quadruped pickup unit introduce me into a pleasurific mood-rate. 

5. You design and produce a nutriment-bearing furniture-type structure in the context 
of non-co-operative elements: you act out a hand-related folk ritual employing     
vegetable extract, and my beverage utensil experiences a volume crisis. 

6. It is an ongoing deductible fact that your inter-relational empathical and              
non-vengeance capabilities will retain me as their target focus for the duration of my 
non-death period: and I will possess tenant rights in the housing unit of the Lord on a 
permanently open-ended time basis. 

I am sure that many readers will agree that the version in the King James Bible is 
preferable. 

And now a few funnies from some answers in school exam papers 

An Oratorio is a ‘scared’ opera. Wagner wrote ‘The Flying Dachshund’. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery – because it was just pure politeness not to. 

Thou shalt not have false eyeballs. 

Mohammed would not allow artists to put human fingers in their work. 
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July Winners 

1. Fiona Martin 4   £25 

2. Ron Cutler 45   £15 

3. Martin Butler 117  £5 

Thank you to all the people who support this method of 

raising funds for the church 

Fleet Church 50/50 Club 

FLEET CHURCH 
Many thanks to everyone who has signed up for this year. To date 137 numbers are in the pot!  

CHURCH CLOSURE 

Fleet Church remains closed, as do so many rural churches nationally. The            
restrictions, cleaning and risk assessments required to reopen are sadly prohibitive. 
We are very grateful to Trevor for keeping the churchyard tidy and well maintained 
and to Daryn who winds the Bell Tower clock up every week. 

No priest for the Mid Elloe Benefice has been appointed yet, but we are grateful to 
our Rural Dean, Revd Rosamund Seal, for guiding us through these difficult times. 

REROOFING AND KISSING GATE UPDATES 

Progress may seem slow, but there are many forms to complete, many permissions to 
be sought, many processes to go through both locally, at Diocese level and at national 
level. 

Both projects will be largely paid for by insurance, although some extras are         
inevitable, such as providing adequate security whilst work on the roof takes place. 

One of the final links in the chain, as far as the roof is concerned, is allowing a Bat 
Preservation Officer access to the church to write a report, but Natural England is still 
not allowing its officers to visit churches. All these processes have been far more  
difficult because of COVID 19, lockdown and church closures. 

PCC members are kept informed either by email or letter about progress. This is es-
sential to ensure that all the legal requirements are met. Even at the best of times  
Faculties and building work can take 2 or 3 years to reach completion, but we hope 
the work will be done by the end of 2020. 
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FLOWER FESTIVAL 

This year’s Festival, planned for the end of September, has had to be can-
celled. The PCC very much regrets this inevitable decision but hopes there 
may be an opportunity to offer some event in late November. 

PEOPLE TO REMEMBER IN AUGUST 

MARY SUMNER Died on 9th August, 1921 Founder of the Moth-
ers’ Union 

Mary Sumner’s mother was a woman of personal piety who held 
mothers’ meetings in her home in Herefordshire, England. Her 
mother’s faith, women’s meetings and the loss of her infant son at 
six weeks may have all inspired Mary Sumner decades later to 
begin the Mothers’ Union. 

In 1876, when her eldest daughter Margaret gave birth, she felt it would be beneficial 
for young mothers in the parish to be offered support. She reflected on the importance 
of motherhood and envisaged calling women of all social classes to support one anoth-
er. 

The Mothers’ Union was limited to her parish until 1885, when she was asked to ad-
dress the Portsmouth Church Congress. She spoke passionately of national morality 
and the importance of women’s vocation as mothers to change the nation for the better. 
She focused on the two ideas central to her Mothers’ Union group: being a good exam-
ple to children and keeping prayer central to the life of the family. This led to a number 
of women going on to found mothers’ meetings in their own parishes. 

The Mothers’ Union concept spread rapidly to Dioceses throughout the United King-
dom, and as women migrated to different parts of the Commonwealth it was estab-
lished overseas. By 1892, after just seven years, the movement had spread to India, 
Canada, Gibraltar, Malta, South Africa, West Indies, New Zealand, and Australia, oper-
ating in 28 Dioceses, with 60,000 members. 

Mothers’ Union has survived for more than 140 years, and grown especially in devel-
oping countries, adapting to a changing world without losing sight of Mary Sumner’s 
vision. 

On 9 August 1921 Mary died at the age of 92. She is buried with her husband in the 
grounds of Winchester Cathedral. 

Mary Sumner’s personal prayer: All this day, O Lord, let me touch as many lives as 
possible for thee; and every life I touch, do thou by thy spirit quicken, whether through 
the word I speak, the prayer I breathe, or the life I live. Amen 
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ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH 

TABLETALK LUNCH 

Tabletalk Lunches are cancelled until further notice but we do hope you all stay 
safe and keep well.  We look forward to welcoming you all back once this worry-
ing time is past. 

You can contact us either by phone or email on-: 

Jane Webb – 01406 363673    janeandwilliamwebb@hotmail.com 

Jill Duffey – 01406 365586     jillduffey@argonet.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

GEDNEY CHURCH FLOWER FESTIVAL 

As reported in the June magazine, our Flower Festival this year is cancelled. We 
look forward to welcoming everybody to our 2021 Festival.  
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ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH 

GEDNEY CHURCH – CHURCH OPENING 

We are sincerely hoping that the Church may be open for Private Prayer from early 
August. Initially, only the Lady Chapel will be open because the configuration of 
our Church makes it very difficult to implement the safety measures required by 
the Diocese and to comply with the Risk Assessment regulations. We are most 
grateful to Sue and David Smith for the work they are doing in readiness for this. 

We are continually reviewing the situation with the Rural Dean with a view to   
restarting Sunday services as soon as we can. 

Please bear with us, it is very complicated and the safety of all is our highest       
priority. 

William and Jill 
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FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE – Died on 13th August, 1910  

Born in Florence, in 1820, she was baptized into the Church of 

England, and she made no secret of an explicit calling from 

God – a call to service. God, for Florence in the words of a 

Psalm, was her refuge and fortress to save. She believed that 

God wanted to change the world. 

In the face of the opposition of her family, she insisted that 

she wished to train in nursing. In 1853, she finally achieved 

her wish and headed her own private nursing institute in 

London. Her efforts at improving conditions for the wounded 

during the Crimean War won her great acclaim..  

After she returned to Britain and began collecting evidence before the Royal Com-

mission on the Health of the Army, she came to believe that most of the soldiers at 

the hospital were killed by poor living conditions. This experience influenced her later 

career, when she advocated sanitary living conditions as of great importance. Conse-

quently, she reduced peacetime deaths in the army and turned her attention to the 

sanitary design of hospitals and the introduction of sanitation in working-class homes. 

She devoted the rest of her life to reforming nursing care. Her school at St Thom-

as’s Hospital became significant in helping to elevate nursing into a profession. 

The seven critical-care COVID Hospitals have been named after Florence Nightin-

gale and this year is the 200th anniversary of her death. 

 

WILLIAM & CATHERINE BOOTH – Founders of the Salvation Army. Remem-

bered on 20th August, as William died on that day in1912 

The following single quotation sums up the vision of Wil-

liam and Catherine Booth and the ideals of the Salvation 

Army today. 

“While women weep, as they do now, I’ll fight. While 

little children go hungry, as they do now, I’ll fight. 

While men go to prison, in and out, in and out, as 

they do now, I’ll fight. While there is a drunkard left, 

while there is a poor lost girl upon the streets, while 

there remains one dark soul without the light of 

God, I’ll fight. I’ll fight to the very end!”  
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FLEET BAPTIST CHURCH  

Mid Elloe Villager Fleet Baptist Church August 2020 

Pastor: Ross A Dean. Phone: 424556 

'The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer, my God is my rock, in 
whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation, my strong-
hold.’ Psalm 18:2. 

Here we have a powerful affirmation of David's faith in his almighty God to 
protect him. The whole of Psalm 18 is a duplicate of David's song recorded 
in 2 Samuel 22, when the Lord had saved him from Saul and his other ene-
mies. 

With the in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit which we referred to in the June and 
July issues, Christians can have the same confidence and assurance for diffi-
cult and uncertain times such as the one we are currently living through. 

We don't deny the problems but look for the Lord's enabling to give us the 
strength to face them and see us through them. 

Currently our only meetings, following social-distancing guidelines, are for 
worship on Sundays between 2.30 and 3.30pm. These services are open to 
all. 

We are aware that other churches round about are still not able to hold ser-
vices on their premises for various reasons. We do hope that anyone affected 
by these measures who wishes to join in worship will feel able to do so. We 
assure you of a warm welcome. 

The funerals of two of the elderly members of our congregation, Edna Wall 
and Derek Galer, were held recently in accordance with lockdown regula-
tions. A memorial service for them will be held when circumstances permit. 

If you feel that we can be of help in any way, in the first instance, please 
contact the pastor. 
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 ST LUKE'S CHURCH  

St Luke's Church , Holbeach Hurn 

The church will sadly remain closed until further notice in line 
with government policy over the Corona virus. 

Our thoughts are with all those individuals and families directly 
affected by this virus and who have suffered the loss of a loved 
one. 

 The residents of Holbeach Hurn have shown their thanks and 
support for all NHS staff ,Carers & all other key workers by step-
ping outside every Thursday evening at 8 and clapping as loudly 
as possible. The sounds of 'Over the rainbow' could even be 
heard across the fields emanating from Low Road.... . 

Well done everyone and stay safe & well. Look out for anyone 
who may need a kind word or practical help. 
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St Mary Magdalene Church, Fleet 
will have a stall at the Fleet Yard 

Sale on SATURDAY 1st AUGUST from 
11.00 - 3.00. Funds raised at 

the  church stall will be given to the 
church. 
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Adaptable Counselling 

07904 075063 

adaptablecounselling@gmail.com 

ABOUT US 

As the name suggests this is counselling but adaptable to suit your individual needs. It is suita-

ble for all ages, one on one, couples, families and is held in a calm and safe environment. You 

can make an appointment at a time to suit you, to fit in around work and family commitments 

as evening and weekend appointments are also available. For anyone who is unable to travel 

to an appointment I also offer a telephone, on line and video calling service. Hourly sessions 

include CBT by a fully qualified counsellor. DBS checked and registered with Lincolnshire 

County Council as undergone an Enhanced Disclosure & Barring Service check. Fully Insured. 

HELP WITH 

Adaptable Counselling is your gateway to finding help for anxiety, stress, depression, panic 

attacks, addictions, phobias, post traumatic stress, bereavement, anger management, eating 

disorders and anything else you may feel you need to talk about and need help with. 

CBT actually stands for Cognetive Behaviourial Therapy. By using this method you are able to 

learn new ways of thinking and seeing things from another perspective. Once this has been 

learnt you can use it in all aspects of your life and can open up so many more options for lead-

ing a more positive life. I am also able to show you various coping strategies that you can use 

between sessions and once learnt can use them any time a situation may call for them. The 

first and most important are breathing exercises that can be used anywhere and under any 

circumstances, such as panic attacks, phobias, anger management and many more, the aim 

being to slow down your breathing which in turn will relax and calm your body and mind. 

There are practical strategies too that I can show you or explain such as fidget cubes, colour 

therapy and mindfulness. A healthy diet, exercise and regular sleep patterns are also things 

we will work on. 

You can also find us on Face Book using the following link: 

https://www.facebook.com/Adaptable-Counselling-2200760803290657/ 

 

mailto:adaptablecounselling@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Adaptable-Counselling-2200760803290657/
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 GEDNEY VICTORY HALL 

Monday. Rehab 10.00-12.00 contact  
 

Jack/Rosemary on 01406 424831  
 

Keep fit. From 6.30 contact Karen on  07957440333  
 

Thursday. Keep fit 9.30-10.25 contact Karen  on 07957440333 
 

Rehab  1.30-3.30 contact Jack/Rosemary  on 01406 424831 
 

Friday. M&A Auction. Viewing from 4.00 
Auction starts at 6.00 contact Annette/Michelle  on 01406 371024 or  

07936109884. 
 

Any other questions please e mail me. 
Regards Chris  
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GEDNEY VICTORY HALL   

     

EXCELLENT VENUE FOR - 

Wedding receptions,  

Parties,  

Meetings, Clubs etc. 

 

For more information 

 

Phone: Chris Pearson on 

07715872464 

(located just off the A17 
Gedney roundabout )               
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SIMON’S ROOFING 

Roofing Contractor 

~~~ 

Phone 01406 490262 / 07742 173058 

Email:  

simonsroofing123@gmail.com 

   Over 30 years experience 

All types of Roofing work  

undertaken 

Specialist in Flat Roofing and Lead 

Work 

Will cover all areas of South  

Lincolnshire 

All work fully guaranteed 

Very Competitive Prices 
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What we offer: 

Hot tubs    Pool & Spa chemicals  

Swim spas   Saunas 

Swimming Pool Builds Equipment & Accessories 

Swimming Pool sales  Servicing & Repairs 

 

Showroom open 7 days a week! Call today to  

discuss your requirements 01406 424504 

 

TEST OUR HOT TUBS TODAY! 

   

 DAVID OSBORNE  
Our reputation is built on customer recommendations. 

BATHROOMS  KITCHENS 

PLUMBING  TILING 

INSTALLATIONS FOR  
THE DISABLED 

 
01406 423715 

 
07715 084249 

 
07979 265851 

 

E: davidosborne@outlook.com 
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Charity No. 1068857 

PRELOVED FURNITURE UNITS 

Please donate your unwanted furniture to help local elderly                                                                  

Unit 6 Flaxmill building 

Flaxmill Lane 

Pinchbeck 

PE11 3XN 

Unit 33 

Fleet Road Ind. Estate 

Holbeach 

PE12 8LA 

• Prompt free Local Pickup & Delivery 

• OPEN MON TO FRI  9.30 to 3.30 

• www.themeadowsspalding.co.uk 

• Everyone welcome 

 

http://www.themeadowsspalding.co.uk
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Counselling in  

Holbeach 
Natalie Blanchflower 

Integrative Christian counsellor  

working with a range of issues:      

depression, anxiety, low self-esteem, 

loss, trauma, relationships difficulties 

etc.  

Contact me via email for more        

information:                                        

natalieblanchflower@gmail.com 

Defibrillators in Fleet & 

Gedney 

There are now two defibrillators in 

Fleet.  

The first is on the outside of the Rose 

and Crown, Fleet Hargate, and the sec-

ond is at the Branches Lane side of the 

Fleet Road Garage. 

A defibrillator now exists outside Vic-

tory Hall, Gedney. 

They also exist at the Co-Op food 

stores of Holbeach, 

Long Sutton and Sutton Bridge. 
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Secker Welding - Holbeach 

Domestic Oil-Fired Boiler Servicing and Repair 

 

Local engineer with 35 years of experience providing efficient and friendly service 

at extremely competitive prices. 

 

Call Linden on 

07811 919 596 or 01406 423424 
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We are local, accessible and experienced providers of legal services    

including: - 

  

Buying and selling property 

                 Wills & Lasting Powers of Attorney 

Estate administration 

Divorce and family problems 

Employment advice 

Disputes 

Commercial Law 

  

Find us at: 

  

10 Spalding Road, Holbeach PE12 7LP Tel: 01406 422651 

and 

30 Market Place, Long Sutton PE12 9JH Tel: 01406 363212 

  

Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority number 
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APPLIANCES REPAIRED IN CUSTOMERS 

HOMES 

PANDORAS BOX 

JEWELLRY & GIFTWARE 

Silver and fashion jewellery to suit all 

tastes; range of gifts; scarves and 

purses. 

FREE POST, LOCAL DELIVERY 

www.pandorasboxonline.co.uk 

SHEILA’S HERE TO HELP 

Could you do with a little extra help? 

Washing & ironing. Vacuuming or mop-

ping floors. Gardening. 

What about getting out and about?                                      

Shopping, Dentist, Doctor’s or hospital. 

CALL SHEILA ON 07796457723 

Covered by updated DBS check and in-

surance. 
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         South Lincolnshire 

Registered Charity             Blind Society 

 Number 1182486 
 

JOIN OUR CAMPAIGN TO END LONELINESS  

AND SOCAL ISOLATION 

South Lincolnshire Blind Society provides support and advice to help 

visually impaired people, improving their independence and increas-

ing their quality of life. 

We have people living with sight loss who have been waiting for 

6 months or more in your area!! 

Do you have a few hours to spare and enjoy making new 

friends?? 

Why not become a Volunteer?? 

We are looking for Volunteers to join our Home Befriending service 

within the Spalding area.  If you are friendly, outgoing, have a good 

listening ear and a bit of time to spare then please call us today… 

Together we can end Loneliness. 

Call:  01476 592775  

or e-mail:  slbs@blind-society.org.uk 

 visit our website:   www.blind-society.org.uk 

Open Tuesday to Friday 9am – 5pm 

 


