
Dear Friends,

The Gospel for this Sunday is the parable of Sower, the seeds and the soil. It
offers us a reminder that in the Word of God we have a gift that can speak to
us through the joys and the challenges of life. Right now many organisations
and  businesses  around  us  are  drawing  up  practical  responses  to  the
challenges that living with Covid 19 has set us. In meetings this week I have
been  part  of  conversations  about  Diocesan  planning  (Bishop’s  Diocesan
Council); about how our schools have risen magnificently to the challenge of
supporting  the  children  and  families  in  our  community  (Full  Governors
Meeting)  and  with  colleagues  in  the  Deanery  Chapter  about  our  church
decisions. What these meetings had in common was that we are planning
with an open ended future in sight – we just do not know much that in the
past was taken for granted as future plans were made.

When we live  by faith,  seeking  God’s  guidance,  we practice  living  in  the
knowledge that the future is and never was under our control. Discernment of
what God is calling us to becomes as important, perhaps more important,
than applying strategic planning skills.

Allowing  God’s  word  for  today  to  take  root  deeply  in  us  as  individuals,
churches and the Church is  about  finding our  security in  God,  and being
guided by God through the challenges to come.

I have been asked to participate in a prayerful discernment process for the
national  church hosted on Zoom on Wednesday afternoon,  Thursday and
Friday mornings this week. Please keep this work in your prayers.

In our local context, I sent out some questions for PCC members last month
to help us think in a broad way about the way our faith and church life has
been shaped by the lock down experience. I’d like to share those questions
more widely to get a sense of how people are feeling now – so if you feel able
to answer the questions below,  and would be happy to  let  me know any
answers, that would be great. 

God bless,

Samantha

PS On a practical note: Because I am required for the conference on Friday I
am taking some rest-time on Tuesday this week in lieu

Reflective Questions:

1. What, if anything, have you been able to see clearly about church life
during this period?
2. What have been the spiritual gifts for you, or this time?



3. What have you missed while we have not been able to gather in
worship?
4.What have you been glad to be free of?
5.What might you be excited about carrying forward as we return to
gathered church life?
6.What should we not rush back into?
7. Are there any particular  Bible references or stories that  you have
been reminded of in a new way during this time, or have been important
to you through this?
8. Have you any other comments about the impact of this period on
your faith?

-- 
The Reverend Samantha Stayte
The Lyn Valley Mission Community


