
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

Welcome 
 

7th Sunday after Trinity ~ July 26th 2020 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 
 I am continuing to enjoy the services on TV and radio and also from St Albans, Ely & Leicester Cathe-

drals, and you may have found others. 
 

"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers for this Week 
 
 

God of eternal wisdom, you alone impart the gift of right judgement. Grant us an understanding heart, 
that we may value wisely the treasure of your kingdom and gladly forgo all lesser gifts to possess that 
kingdom’s incomparable joy. We make our prayer in the Holy Spirit through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Scandalous God, sowing weeds among the crop, raising bread with impure yeast, offering treasure 
beyond price, casting a net that catches good and bad: throw down our mean idols of purity and pos-

session and let the Son of man show us your inclusive, provocative, wide branching love; through 
Jesus Christ, the stumbling block. Amen. 

We are resuming some of our Church services with socially distancing, and will maintain, 
for the foreseeable future, our zooming, emailing and leaflet deliveries; we want people to 

have a genuine choice. 
 

St Peter’s: Sundays 8am & 11am ~ Wednesdays 10am 
 

St Mary’s: Sundays 9.15am 
 

St John’s: Sundays 9:30am ~ Tuesdays 10am 
 

Please Note:  
We are now advised to wear a face mask when attending communal worship in church 



Reading: Genesis 29 v15-28 
 

Laban said to Jacob, ‘Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell me, what 
shall your wages be?’ Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the young-
er was Rachel. Leah’s eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful. Jacob loved Rachel; so he said, ‘I 
will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.’ Laban said, ‘It is better that I give her to you than 
that I should give her to any other man; stay with me.’ So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they seemed to 
him but a few days because of the love he had for her.  
 
Then Jacob said to Laban, ‘Give me my wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed.’ So Laban gathered 
together all the people of the place, and made a feast. But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought 
her to Jacob; and he went in to her. (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.) When 
morning came, it was Leah! And Jacob said to Laban, ‘What is this you have done to me? Did I not serve with you 
for Rachel? Why then have you deceived me?’ Laban said, ‘This is not done in our country—giving the younger 
before the firstborn. Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me for 
another seven years.’ Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.  

Meditation 
 
Jacob who has been so willing to trick his brother and father, is now tricked by his father-in-law. Jacob’s father 
Isaac had been found a bride amongst his cousins, now Jacob has to go and seek his own bride. Because he cheat-
ed his brother and father, he has to flee his home, and has to learn how to fend for himself in what turns out to be 
an unfair and quite brutal world. Jacob falls in love with one cousin, Rachel. He is told by Rachel’s father he 
must work for seven years, (a good biblical time period) - quite a long wait for a young man. But when the seven 
years are completed, he is deceived and receives Rachel’s elder sister Leah as a wife instead (and also her maid 
Zilpah).  
 
When, too late to change things, he discovers who he has had on his wedding night, he is told he must work for 
another seven years for Rachel. Trustingly he does work on and in due course receives Rachel and her maid 
Bilhah to complete his compliment of two first class, one of whom he loves, and two second class wives, their 
respective maids. The family grows with ups and downs and rivalries and pecking orders to twelve sons, and at 
least one daughter. These twelve sons become the putative founders of the twelve tribes of Israel, God’s chosen 
people. And yes, some the relationships and rivalries, tensions, and pecking orders, and who which of the wives 
(and their status) they are descended from, may be intended to reflect the fortunes, status and rivalries of those 
twelve tribes with each other in Israel’s revealed  history.   
 
Now it may have become obvious to you that I have a great fondness for these Old Testament sagas. When I was 
at prep school, at the daily assembly we used to read through the bible; we always had some of these Old Testa-
ment stories in the autumn term, and one of the Gospels in the Spring term. Having followed the Isaac sequence 
of narratives and being well through Jacob’s, maybe the time is coming soon in these meditations when we need 
to return to looking at some of our Gospels, but for today we have something of Jacob’s married life. 
 
This lockdown has had a significant impact on all our lives, with much tragedy, some silver linings, some revela-
tions, and certainly some missed opportunities. As you can imagine I have had many phone calls and emails from 
those who had weddings booked; wondering what was happening and trying to work out what was the best option 
to take. Some weddings were rearranged at the beginning from April and May into August and September only to 
be rearranged into next year when the restrictions and limitations in wedding services and for receptions became 
apparent. As well as the stress and confusions, there is clearly a lot of disappointment around, as there is for peo-
ple with other landmark occasions arranged. A few couples are going ahead despite the changed situation. Some 
new couples are now starting to arrange for next year in hope, but we are all having to be tentative. I was very 
pleased to assist a couple with a short notice wedding at St John’s as their original plans for a wedding abroad fell 
through they faced losing RAF married accommodation and being able to be together in his posting in Cyprus. It 
felt strange to be officiating at a wedding again – I hope I wasn’t too rusty! 
 
In a Church Wedding when the purposes of marriage are read out, we hear of a comparison of the relationship 
between bride and groom to that between Christ and his Church. There is an appeal for union of heart, body and 
mind, there is a celebration of tenderness and joy, there is an explanation of marriage as the foundation of family 
life and a place “where children are nurtured, and where each member of the family, in good times and in bad, 
may find strength, companionship and comfort and grow to maturity in love.” 



Now, we have been reading in the last few weeks of marriages in Genesis that often seem far from our current no-
tions of a good example of marriage. We would find just the same in the rest of the Old Testament when we read 
more of Israel’s story (as I heard at aged 7-11 at prep school!). Are we saying that the norms of acceptable mar-
riage have been different at different times in human history? Is it fair to judge Abraham with Hagar and Sarah, 
Isaac and Rebekah, and Jacob and his wives, by today’s standards and aspirations? Is it fair to put some ancient 
expectations on to people in our very different world? What is it that really makes a marriage and enables each 
member of the family, in good times and in bad, may find strength, companionship and comfort and grow to ma-
turity in love? 
 
And let us also approach this from the other end. What do we see of the relationship between Christ and his 
Church, where churches seem divided, competing or with superiority or inferiority complexes? Do we see a church 
that finds it hard to distinguish between union and uniformity, and still needs to debate equality within the model 
of the body of Christ where there are many different components that are intended to be distinct, connected and 
needing each other? Where is the Spirit leading us? It may be we need to learn from the rich variety of human rela-
tionships which are founded on love, something about our relationship as the Church to Christ. 
 
Lastly, back to Jacob and his wedding trials. Maybe this saga reminds us that in all the messiness and compromise 
of human lives, a future will emerge, and when we look back we find not a God who intervenes and writes the 
script of human lives in a deterministic way, but a God who brings faith hope and love, even in the strangest and 
most unexpected ways.  Amen.    
 
 

   God bless, Andrew 

Prayers 
 

In the busyness of this day, grant me a stillness of seeing, O God.  
In the conflicting voices of my heart grant me a calmness of hearing. 

Let my seeing and my hearing, my words and my actions  
be rooted in a silent certainty of your presence. 

Let my passions for life and the longings for justice that stir within me 
be grounded in the experience of your stillness. 

Let my life be rooted in the ground of your peace, O God, 
let me be rooted in the depths of your peace. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, who we approach as door, way and word made flesh. 

Thank you, for unlocking the doors we cannot open. 
Thank you for locking the doors we cannot lock. 

Thank you for being the key. 
Thank you for giving us yourself. 

 
Amen. 


