
March Team St John, St Mary, St Peter, St Wendreda 
 

Welcome 
 

6th Sunday after Trinity ~ July 19th 2020 
 
 

Please keep in touch with one another, and I am always glad to hear from you on 01354 279232 or at  
andrew.marchurch@gmail.com 

 
 I am continuing to enjoy the services on TV and radio and also from St Albans, Ely & Leicester Cathe-

drals, and you may have found others. 
 

"Stay in touch, take care, keep safe, continue praying and God bless." 

Prayers for this Week 
 
 

O God, patient and forbearing, you alone know fully the goodness of what you have made. Strength-
en our spirit when we are slow and temper our zeal when we are rash, that in your own good time you 

may produce in us a rich harvest from the seed you have sown and tended.  We make our prayer in 
the Holy Spirit through our Lord Jesus Christ, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Divine reaper, who alone can judge without vengeance or fear: fear us from our desire to repay evil 

with evil; root us in creation’s longing for freedom from oppression; shape us by hope unseen for the 
victory of love; through Jesus Christ, with whom we suffer and are glorified. Amen. 

We are resuming some of our Church services with socially distancing, and will 
maintain, for the foreseeable future, our zooming, emailing and leaflet deliveries; we 

want people to have a genuine choice. 
 

St Peter’s: Sundays 8am & 11am ~ Wednesdays 10am 
 

St Mary’s: Sundays 9.15am 
 

St John’s: Sundays 9:30am ~ Tuesdays 10am 



Reading: Genesis 28 v10-19a 
 

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went towards Haran. He came to a certain place and stayed there for the night, because 
the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. And he 
dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. And the Lord stood beside him and said, ‘I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your 
father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring; and your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to 
the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that I am with you 
and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have promised you.’ Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this place—and I did 
not know it!’ And he was afraid, and said, ‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven.’  
 
So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar 
and poured oil on the top of it. He called that place Bethel. 

Meditation 
 
We continue with Isaac’s family saga. The twins, Esau and Jacob have now grown up. Jacob, aided by his mother 
Rebekah, has cheated his elder brother out of his inheritance by exploiting his father’s age and disability. Esau, 
for so long his father’s favourite has married a woman from “up north”, whom Isaac cannot stand. Isaac also 
seems to have a good bit of racial prejudice against the local women,  or maybe it is just the grouchiness of an old 
man in pain, so he sends Jacob to seek a wife, a cousin on Rebekah’s side. Savoury rather than edifying I think, 
although it may reflect the agenda and preferences of a later age, when preserving the integrity of the belief and 
way of life of God’s people was threatened by assimilation and conquest. 
 
In many ways today’s episode is a “coming of age” story. Jacob has had to leave home; Jacob has to start to fend 
for himself and make his own future; Jacob has to lose his mother’s apron strings, grow up and become an adult; 
Jacob has to find a wife; Jacob has the opportunity to find himself; Jacob ends up finding God. There is a sequel 
episode which we will get in two weeks time, when, after Jacob has been deceiving and has been deceived, and 
along the way acquired two first class and two second class wives, a host of children, and large numbers of sheep 
and goats, he is returning home and again has a close encounter with God.  
 
We all need to grow up and find ourselves. For some it feels like moving from being your parent’s child to being 
your own self. For others it is later in life moving from being someone’s parent or partner. For some, identity can 
be locked into occupation or status, or even to some talent or gift that stands out; it can even be some physical 
attribute (remember the ginger-kid from last week!). It is often natural for teenagers to “try on” personalities (like 
different sets of clothes) to see if they fit, to experiment, push boundaries. Young adults often prefer to change 
the world to a better ideal, than to wrestle with their own identity or nature. And in mature years sometimes sim-
ple survival, fitting in, growing through the common or expected stages of life means identity and individuality 
gets obscured or lost. For some it is looking back on their own lives that help them see when they were being au-
thentic to who they were, and where they have made necessary and generous compromises to enable others to 
explore and flourish. For others it is only in later life when there is time and the benefit of wisdom that knowing 
and loving one self becomes second nature. There is no one pattern, and the truth is that whenever we think we 
have grasped ourselves, we realise that the way our personality or identity expresses itself is forever evolving and 
developing. 
 
Jacob is put in a position where he needs to find himself so that he can not only enter the adult world and fend for 
himself, but give himself in true loving relationships to others. If he fails to grapple with himself, he may just go 
back to his mother’s apron strings, or he may find he has nothing worthwhile to give to others in love, or he may 
find he remains a perpetual adolescent, or that others will take advantage with the power to define and mould 
him. But our saga has an added dimension – Jacob dreams, and Jacob dreams of God, and God makes promises. 
 
          Maybe the promise of God in this dream is specific to Jacob, or maybe it contains a fundamental promise 
that God make to each and everyone of us. 
 
 



‘I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you 
and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the 
west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and 
in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this 
land; for I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.’  
 
The promise to Jacob accepts him as he is, his ancestry and genetics, and it promises a future that is broad and ex-
pansive in time and space. It does have the biblical agenda of connecting God‘s people with the promised land. 
The promise is to take him back to his roots and identity not to throw away the old or create a new personality. 
 
But the parts that strike me; strike me because I sincerely believe they are not just for Jacob, but are for each and 
every person.  
 
 Know that God us with you and will keep you wherever you go; for God will not leave you.  
 
 The consequence of Jacob’s life will be widespread, maybe even universal blessing, and we can all be a 

blessing for others too 
 
 Jacob dreams of a ladder linking heaven and earth. Jesus could be said not only to have descended and as-

cended that ladder, but to be that very ladder linking heaven and earth. God dwells with us, so we may dwell 
with him, and perhaps our search for ourselves can only be complete when we know he lives in us and we in 
him. 

 
People do seek and find their identity, with greater or lesser success, but not all know that God has already found 
them. Surely, the Lord is in this and every place - even if we do not always know it! 
 
 

   God bless, Andrew 

Prayers 
 

Thanksgiving, blessing and praise be yours, God of the incarnation; because you care for us and for our prayer. 
May our love for you and our likeness to you be strengthened every time we pray. 

Gracious Father, with your Spirit, hear us as we pray for the Church. May it have unity of purpose to assist the 
world to believe your kingdom. 

 
Grant that every member of your Church may truly and humbly serve you, that the life of Christ may be revealed 

in us. 
 

We remember those who have died. Father into your hands we commend them. We praise you for all your saints 
who have entered into your eternal glory. May we also come to share in their heavenly kingdom. 

 
Have compassion on those who suffer from sickness, grief, or trouble. In your presence may they find strength. 

 
Look with your kindness on our homes and families. Grant that your love may grow in our hearts. 

Make us alive to the needs of our community. Help us to share one another’s joys and burdens. 
Inspire and lead those who hold authority in the nations of the world. Guide us and all people in the way of justice 

and peace. 
 

Strengthen all who minister in Christ’s name. Give us courage to proclaim your Gospel. 
We pray for our own needs……….. 

 
God our hope, may your blessing empower our thanksgivings and our prayer; for we put our trust in you the living 

God, risking disappointment, risking failure, working and waiting expectantly, through Jesus Christ.  
 

Amen. 


