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Watch the service 

Christian faith offers hope through pain of recent months, service to hear 

The Christian faith offers hope in the face of the tragedy and pain experienced worldwide in 
recent months, the Church of England’s online service will hear this weekend in a service led by 
people training for ministry.

 
Students from Eastern Region Ministry Course (ERMC) and Ridley Hall in Cambridge and St 
Hild College in Mirfield, West Yorkshire, will explore what it means to minister through the 
Covid-19 pandemic, in the service to be broadcast on Sunday. 

The service will be broadcast from 9am on the Church of England’s website, Facebook 
page and YouTube channel. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/join-us-church-online/weekly-online-services/power-prayer
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.youtube.com/thechurchofengland


‘Dora Jejey, who is training for ordained ministry at Ridley Hall, will preach on Christian 
hope, saying that it does not deny the reality of the pain caused by evil and calamity – but 
teaches that suffering is not the final word. 

“As it looks and moves forward, in quiet confidence, it declares trust in a God who has 
proven to be steadfast,” she will say. 

She will reflect on the Covid-19 pandemic and the images of the killing of George Floyd, in 
the light of the Gospel reading from St Matthew, where the Parable of the Weeds is 
recounted by Jesus. 

“To date, we have lost approximately 500,000 souls and counting to Covid-19 worldwide. 
This is also the year that we were unable to avert our gaze from an act of murder,” she will 
tell the service. 

“We watched, helplessly, as a precious life created by God was extinguished from the face of 
this earth. For a lot of us, the aftermath of witnessing such violence and the continued and 
mounting cost of the loss we are withstanding has left an indelible mark on our weary souls. 
This is the reality. 

“I believe that the parable holds within it, an invitation by God, for hope. In this kingdom, 
there is a mixture of present reality and a future hope.” 

The service will hear intercession prayers read by students at the colleges and music from 
the Choral Scholars of St Martin-in-the-Fields in London. The final blessing will be given by 
Revd Charles Read from the ERMC. 

Charlie Houlder-Moat, a former Forest Ranger, who has completed Reader – or lay minister 
– studies with the ERMC and the Diocese of Norwich, will contribute a reflection on her work 
with a fresh expression of church – or new form of Christian gathering. 

The church, called ‘wild church’ and held outdoors, encourages an appreciation of the 
natural environment. Through this work, she explains that she hopes to inspire people to 
‘look after the planet we call home.” 

‘We are not to sit idly by and let the damage of the planet continue,” she will say . 

“I believe we are all called to be stewards of the planet and look after our common home,” 
she will add. 

“We certainly catch glimpses of the Kingdom of God here in our midst. I feel we are all called 
to look out beyond ourselves to the world and people around us on the patch of earth God 
has placed us. We aren’t doing this on our own. This is the Holy Spirit’s work which roots us 
all together. We are all connected.” 

All of the video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of the 
video and click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted 
throughout. 



 

** 

Stephen Cottrell new Archbishop of York sets out the challenge ahead 
The Archbishop is leading a review of the Church of England’s “vision and strategy” for the 
next 10 years. Speaking at a virtual meeting of the general synod on Saturday 11th July, 
the Church of England’s governing body, he said: “The hard thing will be working out what 
we can and should do with the time and resources at our disposal, and therefore also what 
we might have to stop doing.”  

 
Cottrell told the synod he plans to build a “safe, loving” church. “As we enter some 
turbulent times and some challenging decisions, we are just going to have to learn how to 
love one another, love the world, and love God, so that both individually and collectively 
we can be the place where God is revealed,” he said. 
“We’ve not always been very good at this. We have allowed ourselves to become tribal 
and divided. We have allowed secondary things to obscure our belonging to each other.” 
Cottrell said he would bring a series of proposals to synod next year after consulting with 
people from across the church, particularly younger Christians whose voices are not 
usually heard in a church that is “overly dominated” by those “usually white, usually male, 
usually with a certain sort of education, usually over 60.” 
The Church of England has set up a commission on racism in the church to implement  
“significant cultural and structural” change. In answer to a question, Cottrell told the synod 
that further details of the commission’s composition and work would be announced in 
September. 
The Church of England leadership faced criticism from members of the synod over 
guidance during lockdown that churches must close, even to clergy.  Sarah Mullally, the 
bishop of London, told the meeting: “We recognise this caused hurt and anger for some, 
whereas for others it was reassuring and a relief.” 
The synod, normally held in York over five days, was reduced to a one-day Zoom session 
because of the Covid pandemic.  

** 

  



Service update and forward planning. 
Dear all,  
Now that churches are being slowly re-opened with appropriate hygiene and social 
distancing in place, we will be moving forward in the following way: 
The present opening of the church at Sibsey for Individual Prayer on Saturdays and 
Sundays will continue until 26th July. 
Brothertoft Church will have a service of Morning Worship at 10.45am on Sunday 
26th July which will be led by me. 
On Sunday 2nd August regular services will begin across the Benefice with some 
variations than the normal pattern due to continuing guidelines being in place. This 
will also mean that reduced seating capacity will be in place especially across the 
Carrington and Brothertoft Groups and you are advised to contact the Church 

Wardens if you would like to attend. 
On 2nd August there will be: 
A Family Style Service at Sibsey at 10.30am 
Morning Worship at Holland Fen at 10.45am 
Please note Holy Communion Services are still suspended at the moment.   
 
Cleaning of Churches: 
A full clean of all churches will take place and the churches prepared for worship. Thereafter cleaning will 
be done as it used to be before Covid 19, this will be done on Wednesday Mornings to ensure that the 
premises are free from the Virus. Volunteers are reminded to wear gloves and facemasks at this time. 
All Churches will remain closed except for Wednesday Cleaning and Sunday Worship to help to contain the 
Virus and create a safe environment for people to congregate. 
Sadly there will not be any singing allowed but Organists, Guitarists, or taped music will play at the usual 
positions where communal singing would have taken place.  
 
Details of services will be available on Notice Boards and on the Church Websites. 
It will be a delight to be able to worship with you all and I look forward to doing so safely and responsibly. 
For all those who are still shielding or reluctant or unable to join us, the service will still be available on- 
line as it has been throughout the pandemic, it will follow a similar pattern in church so that we can all in 
one way or another join together in giving worship to God.       
With my blessing upon you all. 
Reverend Clive  

 

  



Request for helpers to clean Sibsey Church 
Dear friends 

With the current crisis the Parish Church of Sibsey has been closed in line with 
Government Guidance.  
We can now thankfully re-open our doors for worship and prayer and are seeking 
to do so from the 3rd August. 
We do however have a very elderly regular congregation many of whom have 
been shielding so it would be irresponsible to ask those who have so diligently 
cleaned the church in the past to continue to do so.  
This is therefore a call to the wider community who love having a church in the 
village to help us out by doing a little cleaning. 
We will have completed a full clean before we re-open in August, and I must say a 

great big thank you to those who have stepped up to clean and sanitize the Lady Chapel every Saturday 
afternoon to enable prayers to be said on the Sunday following.  
If we can get a team together to clean the church on a fortnightly or monthly basis on a Wednesday, the 
requirement would be simply to dust and hoover and to polish where needed in order to keep the church 
prepared for worship and prayer.  
By cleaning on a Wednesday there will be no virus present, so the full cleaning and sanitization programme 
would not be required. 
You can either join a small team to do this remaining socially distant or volunteer to do a slot with one 
other person, although that would require a couple of hours of your time.  
If you would be happy to help I would be delighted to hear from you, let’s work together to keep the 
Church a safe and welcoming place for the whole community. 
With my prayers and best wishes 
Reverend Clive  I can be contacted on 01205 750595 or via vicar.clive@gmail.com 
 

** 
 
 

mailto:vicar.clive@gmail.com


  



Lincoln Cathedral has resumed shared worship 
 
We are once again able to come together in shared 
worship at Lincoln Cathedral. 
 
We will be offering a reduced number of services to 
begin with and hope to gradually increase these over 
the coming weeks. 
 
Worship observes social distancing rules and be held 
in the Nave. Download the Order of Service before 
attending if you can.  If you receive one on arrival 
please take it home with you.  There will be music by 
a cantor and organ but no communal singing. Use 

hand sanitiser provided.  Communion will take place - follow the directions given by stewards.  
 
Live streaming 
We understand that not everyone will be able, or wish to join us in the Cathedral for services at the 
moment. We will stream our 9.30am Sunday Eucharist live on our Facebook page – 
https://www.facebook.com/Lincoln.Cathedral 
 
Daily worship 
Our daily pattern of worship is as follows: 
Morning Prayer will take place daily at 8am in St Hugh’s Shrine.  If you are attending this service, 
please enter through the Judgement Door. 
Evening Prayer will take place at 5.30pm Monday to Saturday and at 3.45pm on Sundays in St 
Hugh’s Shrine. For this service you may enter either through the Judgement Door, or the North 
West door and follow the one way system to St Hugh’s Shrine. 
Holy Communion will take place every Sunday at 9.30am in the Nave. Please enter through the 
North West door. 
 
Monday - Saturday 
8am Morning Prayer  
5.30pm Evening Prayer 
Sunday 
8am Morning Prayer 
9.30am Holy Communion 
3.45pm Evening Prayer 
  



Drive-in worship and pew booking: how churches are adapting as 
lockdown eases 

Since the government announced that public worship in churches could restart after more 
than three months of lockdown, churches have been taking innovative steps to help keep 
their congregations as safe as possible: 

 
 

All Saints Church in Crowborough recently welcomed more than 200 church goers (in 60 
cars) to its first-ever outdoor drive-in church service – in a nearby field with views over the 
Sussex countryside. Vicar of All Saints, Revd Steve Rees said: “The current  pandemic has 
seen us discovering more and more new ways to share God’s word, support each other and 
worship.” 

St Barnabas Church in Swanmore also held a drive-in service for the first time, with 
worshippers driving their cars into the village hall car park and winding down the windows 
to join the Songs-of-Praise style service.  

Meanwhile, St George's Church in Waterlooville welcomes pre-booked worshippers by 
ticking off their names at the door (for track and trace purposes) before directing to the 
hand sanitiser and a pew where they could sit at least two metres away from others.   

Norma Kershaw, who has been part of the congregation for five years, said: "It has 
replenished my soul to be here today. It has made me feel so much better. I did just sit there 
and weep.” 

In front of the altar at St George’s, a web cam and laptop were prominent, as the service 
was also being live streamed to others watching at home.  

**  



Library Services Reopening In Lincolnshire 

As of Monday 13th July, library services in Lincolnshire will begin to reopen in a phased manner. The reopening 

of Mobile and Community Hub libraries will take place later in the summer. Existing loans have been extended to 

1st September 2020, so those unable to visit, due to shielding or location, do not need to worry about incurring 

any charges. The libraries that are initially reopening are: 

• Boston Library 

• Gainsborough Library 

• Grantham Library 

• Horncastle Library 

• Lincoln Central Library 

• Long Sutton Library 

• Louth Library 

• Mablethorpe Library 

• Market Rasen Library 

• Skegness Library 

• Sleaford Library 

• Stamford Library 

• Spalding Library 

• Woodhall Spa Library 

The opening hours for each location may have changed, so it’s important to check your local library page for 

more information. 

The libraries will operate the following services: 

• Library Takeaway: Call 01522 782010 (10am to 4pm, Monday to Friday) or 

email Lincslibrary.Support@gll.org with your library card number, reading interests and the library you 

wish to collect from, or reserve specific items online yourself, and we'll select and pre-issue them and let 

you know when they are ready to collect. 

• Computer Use: Access a limited number of computers for pre-booked 30 minute sessions 

• Returns: Drop off previously borrowed items and we'll quarantine them for 72 hours before making them 

available for others to borrow. 

Your library experience may look and feel a little different than usual, but as always, our team will be 

there to guide you through: 

• Browsing and borrowing in the main body of the library will not be available. 

• Some services and activities will be unavailable, including print newspapers, magazines, and study and 

seating areas. 

• All room bookings, study spaces, events and programmes such as children’s story time sessions and 

craft clubs, remain suspended until further notice. 

• Our social media programmes will continue, as will access to our online resources including eBooks, 

eAudiobooks, eMagazines, online newspapers and learning resources. View online resources here. 

• To meet the government guidelines for gathering limits and social distancing, entry into each of our 

libraries will be limited to one in one out basis, depending on the size of each location and in time these 

restrictions will be reviewed. 

• Strict hygiene and social distancing rules will be in place and where possible we ask that you visit alone. 

 
** 
 

https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/bostonlibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/gainsboroughlibrary
https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/council-services/libraries-leisure-heritage/3?documentId=424&categoryId=20128
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/horncastlelibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/lincolncentrallibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/longsuttonlibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/louthlibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/mablethorpelibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/marketrasenlibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/skegnesslibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/sleafordlibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/stamfordlibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/spaldinglibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire/woodhallspalibrary
https://www.better.org.uk/library/lincolnshire
mailto:Lincslibrary.Support@gll.org
https://www.better.org.uk/what-we-offer/online-resources


  

https://parish-of-boston.org.uk/boston-connected/ 

We have had some pictures of absolutely wonderful knitted flowers sent to us. We will always need 
more, so please do keep going! We will let you know when the cut off for sending them is, but you still 
have time. Thank you to all those who have contributed so far, it will be an amazing display. 
We can now accept your knitted flowers in St Botolph's Church, Monday - Friday, 9am - 12noon. 
Alternatively, you can post them to us! The address you need is: 
Flowers of Hope, Rectory Offices, Wormgate, Boston.   PE21 6NP 

https://parish-of-boston.org.uk/boston-connected/


 
Daily Hope phone line clocks up two million minutes 

A free phone line offering hymns, prayers, and reflections to tens of thousands of callers after 
church buildings closed because of the coronavirus is to continue despite moves to ease the 
lockdown restrictions. 

Daily Hope, launched by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, in April, has now received 
173,000 calls from over 37,000 people – with calls topping more than two million minutes. 

The service – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – was set up as a simple new 
way to bring worship and prayer into people’s homes, especially older people and anyone unable 
to join online church services.  

Stories sent to the 
Archbishop from 
across the country 
share how 
the service has 
brought comfort and 
support during these 
difficult times. Many 
who wrote in said 
they had 
recommended the 
line to others. 

The service, set up 
by the Church of 
England nationally, 
has also been 
supported by 
Connections based 
at Holy Trinity 
Claygate in Surrey 
and the Christian 
charity Faith in Later 
Life. 

Archbishop Justin said: “Daily Hope has been a lifeline for tens of thousands of people in the last 
few months. 

“We’ve heard stories of people using it who are regular church attenders and those who 
aren’t. That’s a testimony to the vital importance of Daily Hope. 

“I have been praying for those who have used the phone line, and written to us, that God would 
bring them comfort, not just at this time but in the weeks and months which follow. 

“The Church will continue to look to serve older people, and those who can’t easily get out to a 
church building. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
https://www.htclaygate.org/
https://www.htclaygate.org/
https://faithinlaterlife.org/
https://faithinlaterlife.org/


“I look forward to seeing how Daily Hope can go from strength to strength as lockdown restrictions 
are eased.” 

Carl Knightly, chief executive of Faith in Later Life, added: “During the months that lockdown has 
been in place, I am delighted that the Church has brought words of comfort and hope to tens of 
thousands of people and I look forward to that continuing. 

“And while measures begin to ease and church buildings begin to reopen, it’s important that we 
remember the millions of people who may be vulnerable due to their health or their age, and who 
may be reluctant to return to their place of worship. 

“Therefore, I’m pleased to continue supporting the free Daily Hope telephone line and delighted 
that it will remain in place. I hope church leaders, church members, and indeed all who are aware 
of the phone line, will keep sharing this important initiative with others.” 

Callers to the line are welcomed with a short new greeting from the Archbishop before being able 
to choose from a range of options, including hymns, prayers, reflections and advice on COVID-19. 

New material to the service continues to be updated, including mental health reflections voiced by 
Pam Rhodes which started this week and plans for holiday at home material in August as well as 
prayers from the Mothers Union. 

** 

 

  

Lincolnshire Heritage Open Days 2020 
The heritage sites are getting ready to be COVID19-
secure or to provide a digital experience on the 
Heritage Days – 11th – 20th September 2020. 
A free digital brochure will be available but if you 
want to pre-order a hard copy by the end of July 
with a donation for £2.50 you will be able to 
redeem it with £2.50 off a cream tea at Branston 
Hall Hotel.   
Further information is available at 
www.heritagelincolnshire.org 

Lincolnshire Heritage Sites re-opening week commencing 13th July 
Lincoln Castle’s Victorian Prison and Magna Carta Vault, The Collection Museum, Lincolnshire 
Archives and Battle of Britain Memorial Flight Visitor Centre are all set to reopen in the week of 
13th July.   
Social distancing will be in place and visits must be pre-booked often up to 7 days in advance.  
Contact the specific site by phone or visit their website for more information in each case.  



Clewer Initiative launches app designed to help tackle labour exploitation on 
British farms 

A new app designed to help tackle labour exploitation and modern slavery in the farming, 
horticulture and food production sectors was launched on 16th July by the Church of England’s 
modern slavery initiative. 

The Farm Work Welfare App, developed by The Clewer Initiative, will provide information on 
employment rights in eight languages and is aimed at the thousands of workers who come every 
year to help with the harvest of fruit and vegetables on UK farms. 

In a sector which often uses recruitment agencies or third-party labour providers, the app will also 
give guidance to farmers and growers on how to prevent labour exploitation. Farmers will be able 
to access practical information on licensed labour providers, document verification and the rights 
of workers. 

The app will allow both farmers and workers to flag up concerns about labour exploitation or 
modern slavery and seek help, with the information processed by the Modern Slavery Helpline. 

It has been drawn up in partnership with the Gangmasters and Labour Abuse Authority (GLAA), 
the National Crime Agency, the National Farmers’ Union (NFU), the Church Commissioners for 
England and fresh produce supplier the Fresca Group as well as the Modern Slavery Helpline. 



It comes after The Clewer Initiative and the Catholic Church in England and Wales launched the 
Safe Car Wash App in 2018 encouraging motorists to report concerns they may have over labour 
exploitation and modern slavery in the hand car wash industry. 

Bishop Alastair Redfern, who chairs The Clewer Initiative, said: “Victims of modern slavery are 
often kept by highly-organised, ruthless criminal gangs in remote locations. These gangs pose as 
legitimate labour providers offering a ready supply of workers to farmers and growers who may not 
always spot the signs of exploitation. 

“That is why we have developed the Farm Work Welfare App – we want to provide a resource for 
both farm businesses and workers to help them navigate the challenges of seasonal worker 
recruitment and thwart the criminal networks.” 

The app is currently available on Google Play and expected shortly on iOS App Store. More 
information is available on the Clewer Initiative website. 

** 

Take 1 minute a day to report your health daily on the COVID-19 Symptom 
Study app even if you are well.  Help science beat the virus. 

    Find out more at https://covid.joinzoe.com/ 

  

https://www.theclewerinitiative.org/farmworkwelfare
https://covid.joinzoe.com/


 
Other News 
 
Latest figures 
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of 
the virus.  It is possible to see statistics and graphs for 188 countries with the latest known information. 
 

 
 

 
 

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6


 
Mental health 

• The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of 
uncertainty. You can access them at:  cofe.io/MentalHealth. 

• The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at: 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus 

• You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and 
charities.       https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-
supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/ 
                 https://www.mind.org.uk  

• Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at 
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#  
 

Faith leaders make call for environment-focused economic recovery 
UK faith leaders have called on the Government to ensure its economic recovery plan does not 
bypass care for the Environment.  Marking the end of the first half of London Climate Action Week, 
representatives from UK faith groups have signed an open letter to the UK Government urging it to 
ensure that its economic recovery strategy is centred on the urgent need to reduce the impact of 
climate change. 

In the letter, the signatories, some of whom are members of the ‘Faith for the Climate’ network, 
also commit to the goals of the Laudato Si encyclical – an initiative of Pope Francis – to advocate 
for and model positive initiatives to continue to tackle the Climate Emergency.  The open letter 
includes: 

“COVID-19 has unexpectedly taught us a great deal. Amidst the fear and the grief for loved ones 
lost, … We have rediscovered our sense of how interconnected the world is. The very health and 
future of humanity depends on our ability to act together not only with respect to pandemics but 
also in protecting our global eco-system… 
“Many people have discovered a deeper sense of spirituality. We have seen the possibility of 
creating a more sustainable and generous society in which we care more deeply for each other 
and the world… 
“This unique moment calls us to develop a shared new vision for our future which we cannot afford 
to miss. As faith leaders we are committed to working alongside the people and governments of 
this nation and the world to formulate and live by such a vision.” 
Those signed the letter include:    

Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam, Bishop of Salisbury and Church of England lead Bishop on 
Environmental Affairs 

Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg, Rabbi, New North London Synagogue and Senior Rabbi of Masorti 
Judaism 

Bishop John Arnold, RC Bishop of Salford and lead on Environment for the Catholic Bishop’s’ 
Conference of England and Wales 

Rt Revd Sarah Mullally, Bishop of London 

Qari Muhammad Asim MBE, Chair, Mosques & Imams National Advisory Board 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources


 
 
 
 

 
 



 


