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The Greeting and Introduction  

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, so may the light of your 

presence, O God, set our hearts on fire with love for you; now and for 

ever.           Amen. 

 

O Lord, open our lips 

All: and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, 

All: and clothe us with power from on high. Alleluia. 

 

Blessed are you, creator God, 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

As your Spirit moved over the face of the waters 

bringing light and life to your creation, 

pour out your Spirit on us today 

that we may walk as children of light 

and by your grace reveal your presence. 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All: Blessed be God for ever. Amen. 

 

 

A few moments of silence to confess our sins to God… 

 

We say together 

Eternal God and Father, You create us by your power and redeem us 

by your love: guide and strengthen us by your spirit, that we may give 

ourselves in love and service to one another and to you. 

Amen. 
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A New Testament Reading - Luke 18:15-30 

 

The Little Children and Jesus 

People were also bringing babies to Jesus for him to place his hands on 

them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them.  But Jesus called 

the children to him and said, “Let the little children come to me, and do 

not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  Truly 

I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little 

child will never enter it.” 

 

The Rich and the Kingdom of God 

A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” 

 

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except 

God alone.  You know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit 

adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give 

false testimony, honour your father and mother.’” 

 

“All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 

 

When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell 

everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

 

When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very wealthy.  

Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the 

kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye 

of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 

 

Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” 
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Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” 

 

Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!” 

 

 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife 

or brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom 

of God will fail to receive many times as much in this age, and in the age 

to come eternal life.” 

 

A Short Reflection 

 

Imagining the newspaper headlines or the soundbites and we might get 

• Children to approach Jesus 

• Give all you have to the poor 

• Camel tries to go through eye of needle 

Take them literally and you might wonder who this Jesus is. 

 

But turn them round and they tell us about the nature of Jesus.  We get 

a different perspective.  A perspective that is closer to the picture of 

Jesus in the gospels, the loving God that wants good things for us. 

 

In the verses relating to children, the message comes in verse 17 

• I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like 

a little child will never enter it. 

 

Jesus is not saying I only want children or that we should dumb down 

our faith and act like little children in order to approach him.  He’s 

saying we should approach God with the simple trust of a child.  That 

trust we had before life and the world taught us to be cautious, the trust 

a small child has in their mother or father.  There are things we don’t 
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understand about our faith, but that’s OK because God is trustworthy.  

We’ll come back to this in a moment. 

 

The rich man had kept the commandments since he was a boy but knew 

instinctively that this was not enough.  Sell all you have and give to the 

poor so you may have treasure in heaven.  Ouch…, Jesus knew the 

problem.  Wealth was seen as a symbol of status, of security and, 

importantly in Jesus’ time as a symbol of divine blessing. 

 

But Jesus saw wealth, or rather the love of wealth as the opposite.  It 

was preventing the rich man from entering heaven.  It’s a theme that 

Timothy talks about in 1 Timothy 6 verse 10 

• For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, 

eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 

themselves with many griefs. 

 

The rich man quickly came back and suggested that giving up his wealth 

was not possible and therefore for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of 

God was not possible.  And this is where we get our final headline. 

• Camel tries to go through eye of needle 

 

The rich man was missing the point, or rather he was confirming Jesus’ 

point.  The rich man did not want to put God before his money because 

he mistakenly thought without riches, he would not receive God’s 

blessings.  His riches were more important to him than the love of God.   

 

All he needed to do was trust God, just as a child trusts his father or 

mother.  Complete, uncomplicated trust not sullied by the world.  No 

ifs, no buts, no signs, just trust. 

Amen. 
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Our Prayers 

Heavenly Father, we give thanks for the world around us, for all of your 

creation.  We pray for the crops in the fields around us as they grow, 

remembering those for whom a good harvest has eluded them, either 

through failed rains or through war and unrest.  Provide for those facing 

famine and support those that seek to help them. 

 

Heavenly Father, we pray for our community and our country as we 

emerge from the pandemic.  Help us to be safe, to respect the advice 

given and not to become complacent.  We pray for those who have 

been affected by the pandemic, financially, emotionally and those who 

have lost loved ones.  Comfort them in their times of trouble and give 

them your peace.  We pray for a safe return to normality and pray that 

we learn the lessons from this time and emerge a better and stronger 

community, focussing on you and not ourselves. 

 

Following the 72nd anniversary of the NHS, we thank you for all the 

doctors, nurses, paramedics and other health and emergency service 

workers who have worked tirelessly to keep us safe and healthy over 

the years.  We thank you for other key workers that have kept our lives 

functioning these last 3 months.  Father God help us to appreciate 

them, not just for yesterday and today, but for all our tomorrows.  

 

We pray as our churches have opened for private prayer and worship, 

for weddings and funerals, praying especially for those who have had 

to change their wedding plans or put them on hold.  Help us not to be 

hasty in our desires to return to church but give us wisdom to do so 

safely. 
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Let us say together the Collect for today  

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is 

strong, nothing is holy: increase and multiply upon us your mercy that 

with you as our ruler and guide we may so pass through things 

temporal that we lose not our hold on things eternal. 

 

Grant this, heavenly Father, for our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

Being made one by the power of the Spirit, as our Saviour taught us, so 

we pray 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and for ever. 

     Amen. 

 

The Conclusion 

May the Spirit kindle in us the fire of God’s love, this day and for ever. 

All Amen. 

Let us bless the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

All Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 


