
PUBLIC WORSHIP AT ST MARY’S 

COVID-19 GUIDANCE  
FOR THE CONGREGATION 

We rejoice that we are now able to come back to church to celebrate the Eucharist 
together. However, in this extremely difficult time of pandemic we must remain 
vigilant and mindful of the safety measures put in place to minimise the risk of 
the virus transmission. Please take time to read this document carefully.  

ENTERING THE CHURCH 

• The doors will be open 10 minutes prior to the service. 

• St Mary’s is a small church and it has only one door. Before you 
enter, please make sure that the porch is clear and that no one is 
leaving the building. 

• Please observe social distancing - at least 2m between individuals 
or households whilst queuing or in the church. No more than 8 
pilgrims (including 1 sidesperson and a priest) can be present 
inside the church at one time. Unfortunately, because our church is 
so small it is not possible for couples or members of the same 

household to sit together. 

• Please observe the hand-rubbing posters: use hand sanitiser 

provided in the porch and inside the church. 

• No books will be handed out. Service sheets will be left in 
designated seats. 

• Please make your way directly to your seat and sit only in 

designated pews. Each space is marked with a card. 

• Please avoid touching surfaces or objects where possible. 

• Government guidelines state that you should not attend worship if 
you have covid-19 symptoms, are shielding or self-isolating.  

DURING THE SERVICE 

• Please remain in your seat for the duration of the service unless you 
need to leave the building. 

• There will be no singing of hymns during the service. 

• There will be no procession with the gifts to the altar. 

• Collection can be left on the plate at the back as you leave the 
church. 



• There must be no physical contact during the sharing of the Peace. 

• HOLY COMMUNION will be distributed in one kind only, i.e. the 
bread, in the hand. 

• The Sacrament will remain in the ciborium and will only be 
uncovered immediately before the distribution. 

• Please sanitise your hands before receiving the Sacrament. 

• The priest will sanitise the hands before touching the elements and 
will be wearing a face covering during distribution of the Sacrament. 

• There is no need to leave the pew. The Blessed Sacrament will be 
brought to you by the priest.  

• Please extend your hands at “full stretch” so that there is a good 
distance between you and the priest. Keep your hands, palms 
outwards, one on top of the other, extended as flatly as possible. 

• The Host will be dropped into your hands with no physical contact. 

• There will be no dialogue between the priest and the communicant. 

• If you do not wish to receive the Sacrament, please remain seated. 

LEAVING THE CHURCH 

• There will be no refreshments after the service. 

• Please remember to put your service sheet in the box provided at 
the back so that they can be quarantined for 72 hours.  

• As there is only one door available at St Mary’s, please leave in an 
orderly manner, one person at the time to avoid a backlog and to 
maintain social distancing.  

• Please sanitise your hands as you leave the building. 

• Upon exiting, please move away from the doors to enable others to 
leave safely.  

We appreciate that these rules may seem strict and constraining. 
However, they have been introduced to both enable the church to open 

again and to help us all stay safe during the pandemic. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP  

in making sure that St Mary’s remains a safe space for all  
to enter and encounter the love and compassion of God. 


