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Resuming Public Worship in Christ Church 
 
 On 23rd June, the Government announced that places of worship would be allowed to re-open for public 
services from Saturday 4th July. Detailed guidance as to how churches should plan to do this as safely as 
possible was made available by the Church of England on 30th June and this was followed by advice and 
guidance from the Diocese of Southwark’s Coronavirus Task Group and our bishops on 2nd July.  
 
Revd David, together with the clergy team in the other churches in the parish and the churchwardens, has 
reviewed the guidance documents and a decision was taken that we would resume public services at Christ 
Church from Sunday 12th July (with services beginning on July 5th at St Mary’s and All Saints) to give time for 
the various procedures to be put in place and communicated effectively.  
 
We have been unable to gather together for public worship since Sunday 16th March. We were delighted to 
be able to open daily for private prayer at Christ Church from June 15th and we have been overjoyed to see 
so many people taking advantage of this. This will continue for the foreseeable future. 
 
The news that we can once more meet together as God’s Church, the Body of Christ witnessing, 
worshipping and praying together, should be a cause for great joy and celebration. However, due to the 
need for us to continue to be vigilant in the face of the threat from the current pandemic, our church 
services will look and feel very different to what we’re used to, at least in the early weeks and months.  
 
We have worked hard over the last few weeks to ensure that anyone coming to worship at Christ Church 
can do so confident that the appropriate measures and safeguards have been put in place to protect one 
another from the risk of infection.  
 
The purpose of this document is to set out in detail what to expect, and to give you the confidence to 
return to public worship as soon as you feel ready to do so.  
 
Please accept our apologies for the somewhat bureaucratic feel to this document. It is designed to 
communicate the new measures clearly so you know what to expect and to reassure you of the steps that 
have been taken to keep you safe.  
 

What will be different?  

 
Who can come?  

• There are no restrictions on who can and can’t come to public services.  
•  The most vulnerable and those shielding may not feel comfortable attending at the present time. 

Only you know what’s right for you and your family. The decision as to whether you come is 
entirely yours.  

•  You should not feel under any obligation to come in order to fulfil a particular role or duty. Your 
decision will be fully respected and understood.  

 
What differences will we notice? 

• Perhaps the most obvious difference will be the number who can attend the service. Social 
distancing measures mean numbers in the congregation will be limited. We believe that we can 
safely seat around 50 people in the main body of the church, though the advice is to hold services 
with less than this maximum. Please be sensitive to our seating arrangements. 
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Arrival at church  
• On arrival, please observe 2m social distancing at all times, including on the pathways outside.  
• Please enter through the main south west door. If you arrive at the same time as others, please 

respect the 2m social distancing recommendation. 
• Please use the hand sanitiser immediately available as you enter the church.  
• The entrance doors will be fixed open to reduce contact and to increase ventilation.  
• Your name (and possibly phone number) will be taken when you arrive. Government guidance 

includes a request for names of attendees to be recorded and kept for 21 days to assist ‘track and 
trace’ if required. 

• Please try to avoid “bunching” at the door and make your way to a seat as quickly as possible. 
• You will notice that social distancing reminders are in place inside the church and alternate pews 

closed off to enable social distancing.  
• Wearing of face coverings is voluntary. 
• If you wish to make an offering, please use the contactless device on entry or leave donations on 

the collection plate on exit  
 
Seating  

• Seating will be in the main pews first, then in a limited number of other pews/seats in the side 
aisles, with alternate pews closed off.  

• Please fill up the nave pews first before sitting in the pews in the south aisle or any seating in the 
north aisle.  

• No more than three people may sit on a single pew, unless from the same household.  
• No more than two people to sit at each end on each pew in the south aisle unless in the same 

household.  
 
Service Sheets  

• To reduce the risk of contact contamination, we cannot hand out service booklets or sheets. 
• Paper service sheets will be available on some seats. If you use one, please take it home with you to 

recycle/use again another week. 
• Service sheets will also be available in the weekly notices/resources email, on our church website 

under the resources section (https://www.christchurcheastsheen.org.uk/) or on the A Church Near 
You page (https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/718/) under the relevant service. Please print 
your own sheet or use a mobile device in church if you are able.  

 
Music and Singing  

• This is likely to be one of the biggest differences you’ll notice. Due to the risks associated with 
aerosol droplets, singing is not allowed in public worship for the time being. We realise this will 
change the feel of the service quite significantly, but we will be using the organ and recorded music 
when possible where appropriate.  

• It is hoped that the organ or piano will be played as people arrive for the service, and at the end, as 
well as after the sermon and during the distribution of communion. The words of hymns will be 
available for you to reflect on silently. 

 
During the service 

• For the time being we will hold Common Worship Communion services on Sundays and Book of 
Common Prayer Communion services on Wednesdays. These will be more or less the same as you 
are used to. 

• Spoken responses during the service should not be in a raised voice. 
• There will initially be a reading from the Old or New Testament, read by a member of the 

congregation, and a reading from the Gospel, read by the Priest 
• Intercessions will be led from the front by a member of the congregation.   

https://www.christchurcheastsheen.org.uk/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/718/
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The Peace  
• There will be no sharing of the peace during the service. 
• There will be no collection taken during the service.  

 
Holy Communion  

• The Priest will wash hands upon arrival for the service and will use hand sanitiser prior to 
Communion.  

• Only the Priest will handle the communion vessels at all times including the chalice, paten and 
ciborium. If the Priest does not prepare the credence table/altar before the service, it will be done 
by a server wearing gloves, who will also have taken strict hygiene precautions. 

• The Priest will preside from the Nave altar for all services 
• The bread and wine will not be brought up to the altar just after the Peace.  
• There will be no server during the service itself. The Priest will carry out the ablutions alone.  
• The communion wafers will remain covered in the ciborium until the distribution.  
• Only the Priest will receive the wine and will do so on behalf of the congregation.  
• After the Priest receives the bread and wine, he or she will say “The body and blood of Christ keep 

you in eternal life” to which all will respond “Amen”  
• Communion will be given to the congregation in one kind only, i.e. the bread. Intinction is not 

allowed due to the risk of spreading infection.  
• Distribution will not be from the altar rail due to the risk of contamination from repeated contact 

with the rail.  
• Distribution will be from the front of the nave altar. Communicants should form a line in the nave 

aisle (maintaining 2m social distancing at all times) to receive the bread, standing, from the Priest.  
• You are encouraged to use hand sanitiser (available at the front) before receiving the bread. 
• The Priest is not allowed to speak the words of distribution, i.e. “The body of Christ” or to speak 

words of blessing for those who do not wish to receive. Communicants are to remain silent as they 
receive the bread. Communicants are encouraged to pray silently as they receive.  

• Communicants should come up from the rear pews first, and make their way back via the south 
aisle. Communicants should NOT return to their seats by walking past the line of communicants 
waiting to receive.  

• As it will not be possible for the Priest to administer the bread while remaining 2m distance from 
the communicant, the Priest may wear a face covering during distribution.  

• The communion wafer will be dropped into the hand by the Priest (who will wear disposable 
gloves) rather than placed, in order to avoid contact.  

• Do not feel under any pressure to come forward to receive Communion if you would prefer not to.  
 
After the Service  

• At the end of the service there will be no refreshments served.  
• If you wish to make a gift to the church, there will be a collection plate at the door as you leave. 

Where possible, please consider giving using the contactless device at the entrance on arrival.  
• You are encouraged to make your way out of the church at the end of the service and not to 

remain in the church longer than necessary.   
• Please exit through the north west door only. 
• If you would like to have a conversation with another member of the congregation, please do so 

outside in the church garden, adhering to the usual social distancing requirements.  
 
These guidelines will be kept under regular review and will be updated in light of any further changes 
announced by the Government, or change in advice from the Church of England or the Diocese.  
 
Issued on 8th July 2020 


