
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 
Please share this bulletin as far and wide as you can – thank you 

 

19th July 2020 – Sixth Sunday after Trinity  

 

View from a Vicarage  
Welcome to this weeks’ edition of the Bulletin, as we officially start the summer holidays and our schools 
officially finish for their annual summer school break, even though the weather at the time of writing this 
article isn’t too summer like! 
 
Like so many other sectors or society, this last school year has been unlike any other, and under different 
circumstances this last week, I would have been attending a number of Leavers Services for some of our 
local First Schools, celebrating with the leaving children, their time at First School and giving out bibles 
donated by the church. However, with the exception of Eckington First School, sadly all these have been 
cancelled, and so I want to start this Bulletin by thanking all staff in our First Schools, who have worked so 
hard over the last four months, and have managed to both provide learning and education resources for 
children of the school, as well as in some instances, keeping schools open for certain groups of children. 
 
Their efforts have been Herculean, and anyone who has been involved in working with schools, or who 
have children affected by the impact of the closure of schools because of the virus, will know how hard and 
challenging their work has been, requiring them to make decisions about the education of children amidst 
a constantly changing set of government guidance, and which will affect them for the rest of their lives. 
However, throughout this, the staff of our schools have got on with finding and supplying creative 
resources and solutions to keep children engaged and connected, and if, by the comments made by the 
children to which I presented bibles to at Eckington First School last Wednesday are anything to go by, 
these staff have done an amazing job. 



It is therefore perhaps ironic that as I introduce the Bulletin with words about schools closing for the 
summer holidays, that I have delight sharing the good news of being able to open and hold last Sunday two 
services of public worship in our churches – at Eckington and Overbury. These Services of the Word were a 
muted celebration of the fact that we are gradually moving towards being able to hold worship once again 
in churches across the Hill; and whilst recognizing the delight that many were able to worship physically 
together, it was also remembered that many are not yet able to attend. However, we look forward to the 
time when we can all return to formal worship again, but at least this journey has now started, and next 
week there will be services at 9.00am in St. Mary’s Elmley Castle and 10.30am at St. Giles, Bredon. My 
thanks to all the people who read lessons and did prayers, and a special thanks to John Checketts and Anne 
Brown who played the organ so beautifully at the start and end of the service, as well as for a period of 
reflection during the service itself. I am sure I was not the only person who was more than a little moved to 
hear music again in God’s house, after the last four months of silence and lockdown. 
 

This week the churchwardens, and myself, received the good news from the Archdeacon of Worcester that 
we are now in a position where we can proceed with recruiting another priest to work alongside myself 
around the parishes of the Bredon Hill Group. There are certain legalities to resolve, but over the coming 
weeks I will be working with the Archdeacon, Rural Dean, Churchwardens and PCC’s on the next stage of 
this process.  We will update everyone as quickly as possible as we journey through the selection process, 
and ask for your prayers that God will bring forward the right person to support ministry and mission for 
our churches.  
 

This coming week in the churches’ lectionary, we will commemorating two well-known close followers of 
Jesus, Mary Magdalene and James the Apostle. Much has been written about Mary’s background and past 
life before meeting Jesus, but what stands out above all things is her profound love and devotion to Jesus, 
and the impact which this love had on how she lived her life after she had time spent with Him. James, or 
James the Great, as he became known, was one of the first disciples to follow Jesus, and he along with 
Peter and John were one of the privileged group to witness the Transfiguration of Jesus, and the 
affirmation by the voice of God in the words, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen 
to him" (Mark 9:7).  
 

Both lives were completely changed by their encounters with Christ, to the point they spent the rest of 
their lives witnessing to the Good News of Jesus and demonstrating His love for humanity; And just as we 
are prepared to modify our lives to give pleasure and support for those we love, we have this same 
experience when we encounter Christ. For in loving Jesus, we are drawn into the intimate circle of His 
divine love, and the brilliance of this, moves us to become more Christ like in our actions and behaviors. 
However, at the same time, it also encourages us to reflect this love to others, sharing and sacrificing 
ourselves, in random acts of kindness, compassion and generosity.  
 

Wouldn’t it be good therefore that as we start our holiday season, and work towards the reopening of 
churches for public worship, if we all seek to follow the examples of Mary and James in the ways that they 
loved, by devoting our lives to God in faithfulness, prayer and practical ways of sharing love with others.  
 
I hope that you will all have a very pleasant week ahead and pray God may bless you in all that you are 
doing, wherever this may be.  

Allison 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the churches of the 

Bredon Hill Group 

 

https://www.biblica.com/bible/?osis=niv:Mark.9:7%E2%80%939:7


 
 

Principal service based on Holy Communion for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
Sunday 19th July 2020 

 
Collect 
Merciful God, 
you have prepared for those who love you 
such good things as pass our understanding: 
pour into our hearts such love toward you 
that we, loving you in all things and above all things, 
may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all that we can desire; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
Reading: Romans 8: 12-25 
Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh - for if you live 
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit 
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and 
joint heirs with Christ – if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. I consider 
that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 
For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was 
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the 
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. 
For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  
 
Reading: Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43 
Jesus put before the crowd another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who 
sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among 
the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain then the weeds appeared as 
well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your 
field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said 
to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds you 



would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest 
time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the 
wheat into my barn.”’ Then Jesus left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached 
him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.’ He answered, ‘The one who sows the 
good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the 
weeds are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end 
of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be 
at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all 
causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
Let anyone with ears listen!’  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
God of our pilgrimage, 
you have led us to the living water; 
refresh and sustain us 
as we go forward on our journey, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
 

 

Reflection for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity 2020 

Sunday 19th July by Phil Airdrie 
 

Every year or so in our house, a decree is made by the Head of Catering that it is `time to eat the freezer`! 
This announcement is greeted by the family with an upward roll of the eyes and some wincing, as this 
heralds a departure from the reliable tasty cuisine, to an offering of food combinations that would shock 
Heston Blumenthal. This also involves the retrieval of those unmarked plastic bags from the depths of the 
freezer which are at best woolly mammoth, and at worst, dinosaur!  Considering that these items have 
probably also undergone a climate change of their own courtesy of the occasional power cuts by the 
electricity company , there is an added excitement to eating!  I jest, of course!! 
 
But the question I want to ask, and this is serious, what is the state of your spiritual store? Full to 
overflowing, or getting rather low? 
 
The readings for both this week and last week have referred to a sower sowing seeds. Two different 
parables, both describing the Kingdom of Heaven. Last week we read the story of seed falling onto 
different types of ground and is probably more familiar to us from our childhood. This week`s reading of 
Matthew ch 13 v24-30 tells the story of one who sows good seed into good ground. However, this time his 
enemy comes that night and sows weed seed into that same prepared ground. The good and the bad seeds 
are allowed by the master to grow together until the time of harvest, when they shall be separated and all 
the weeds destroyed, but the wheat is harvested by the master for safe keeping.  



  
Who would have thought at Christmas 2019 that by the end of March, just 3 months later, there would be 
no services in our churches until now? And even now, they will be very different from services we 
recognise from before, with a scattered or distanced reduced congregation, no singing or anything else 
that might lead to the transmission of disease. How prepared were we personally for the sudden changes 
that have occurred. Was our `spiritual freezer` or `spiritual store` adequate for what lay ahead? 
In Jesus explanation of the parable to his disciples in Matthew ch 13 v36-43 he alludes to the challenges we 
face as Christians to keep faithful. The weeds are there to weaken our resolve and put obstacles in our 
way. How devious is the enemy too? It wasn`t by accident he sowed his weeds that very night to try and 
quench the growth of the good seed. It is with this cunning too that we also might have to contend.  Black 
or white judgements are very obvious to us as right or wrong, but it’s the grey ones that disturb us. We are 
not so likely to trip over a big step that we see coming, but that small unevenness of floor! 
 
So how do we ensure our survival in times of testing? Traditionally we fill our freezers in the good times of 
plenty and with the very best produce. Do we store away those times of blessing when God touches our 
hearts and minds in a special way? Lockdown has created an isolation from our friends and neighbours 
who can normally be a source of great comfort. The fellowship of church services and the discipline of 
worship is greatly missed. However, it is also quite possible to use the new free time wisely as an 
opportunity to stop and listen to God. A time to stop rushing around, even doing valuable worthy things, 
for a time to recharge the batteries and restock the freezer.  
 
The Apostle Paul in many of his letters in the New Testament is often urging the young Christians to grow. 
To focus on things that are just and honourable, but also to grow in the knowledge and likeness of Jesus 
Christ. The city of Corinth was a place full of distractions and worldliness. Our parable warns us to be 
strong and resolute, resistant to the weeds which today might be slightly different to those which 
challenged the early church. What we watch on television, the books we read or the places we go, can 
equally distance us from our spiritual path. I like to have fun, holidays and a good time too and I`m pretty 
sure God doesn`t want us to walk around being miserably holy all the time! How can that attract others to 
the gospel message? But note how the explanation of the parable ends. Those who have been faithful and 
made it to harvest, will receive the reward: shining like the sun for ever in the kingdom of God. To the 
others, the outlook is bleak. So let us take our futures seriously and be encouraged by Gods love and 
mercy.  That God would teach us through prayer and learning so our roots in Him will be strong and 
supportive. May God give us the presence and confidence in His Holy Spirit, that if times become hard, our 
store is full enough to see us through.     

 
 

 



Intercessions for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity by Revd Catherine Lack 

 

Hand Prayers 
Praying Hands 

First place your palms and fingers flat together, with your hands pointing upwards; in the position 

traditionally adopted to pray. 

We come to be still before God 

Our hands together, stopping us undertaking physical work. 

We take up the work of an intercessor, bringing our earthly concerns before our Heavenly Father 

  Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness. 

  You set me at liberty when I was in trouble; 

  Have mercy on me and hear my prayer.  [Psalm 4.1] 

 

Fists 

Separate your hands, and clench them together to form fists.  Hold them as tightly as you can, so that your 

focus is on your fists. 

 We pray for those parts of the world afflicted by violence. 

 We remember those in violent relationships. 

 Where talking has been replaced by fighting. 

 Where peace has been replaced by aggression and unrest 

 

Wounded hand 

Open both your fists.  Hold your left hand so your palm faces towards you.  Take the index finger on your 

right hand and push it hard into the centre of your left palm. 

 Jesus’ hands were pierced as he was crucified 

 He was wounded to restore our relationship with God 

 He suffered to bring reconciliation and justice to the world. 

 We focus on situations and places where that reconciliation is needed, both in our own lives, our 

community and the wider world. 

 

Open hands 

Open both of your hands, hold them open in front of you with your palms facing upwards. 

We recognise that all of humanity needs to receive good things. 

God provides for each of us physically, emotionally and spiritually. 

We ask God for the things we need, and the things needed by others 

 

Holding hands 

Turn over your left hand, with your right hand gently take hold of your left as if holding someone else’s 

hand. 

 Jesus embodied God’s compassion 

 He met with the sick and the dying 

 He promised comfort to those who mourn 

 We pray for those who are sick, suffering or mourning 

 We pray that they will know God’s healing, comfort, compassion and love 

 



Praying hands 

We return our hands to the first position we held.  Palms and fingers flat together, hands pointing upwards; 

the position traditionally adopted for prayer. 

 We remember God’s promise to hear our prayers 

 Praying to the Father, in the name of the Son by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

 

 
 
Please pray for the ill and isolated, hospital and medical research staff, all those working on the frontline 
and those who have died. We pray for all whose anniversary of death falls at this time and for all who have 
been bereaved. 
 
Those on the frontline: Alison Herbert a nurse who has been working with the DART (Disaster and Relief 
Team) and the Mercy Ships in Italy 
Those who are sick: David Hardy 
Those in residential care: Barbara Milton 
Those who have died and their families: Jon Doney, Barbara Howell, John Bennett, Charles Bigland-
Gibbons, John Bolton, Arthur Ore, Joan Green, Brian Druce 

 

 
Church and Village News 

 

As our churches begin to open and events are planned it would be useful to keep everyone informed.  If 
you have any details that you would like to share within the Bulletin, please email us at  
eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com  
 

Bredon Hill Group Meeting 
An online meeting conducted via Zoom took place on Tuesday 7th July 2020 at 6.00pm. Those attending 
were Revd Allison Davies, Archdeacon Robert Jones, Alison Khan, administrator, and members of the 
recently convened Forum, consisting of the churchwardens and others from churches across the Bredon 
Hill Group. Prayers were led by the Revd Allison. Archdeacon Robert apologised for failures in 
communication through the recent pandemic crisis and paid tribute to Rev Davies’ efforts in exceptional 
circumstances.  
The Archdeacon updated the meeting with the intention that this message was conveyed to all the 
Bredon Hill Group Churches for prayer and discussion.  

1. Worcester Diocese would have to make substantial and significantly quicker reductions in 

stipendiary numbers than had been foreseen earlier in the year. 

2. The Archdeacon had however, secured approval for the appointment of a second priest to serve 

within the Bredon Hill Group.  

 

mailto:eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com


3. In the current circumstances the appointment of a third stipendiary priest was not possible.   

4. It might be possible to consider the ‘House for Duty’ option later if circumstances allowed.  

The broad intention was that the priests would jointly serve the Hill churches whilst each parish, it was 
intended, would be able to identify “their” priest although that person might well be a Priest in Charge. 
The question of where two priests might best be housed to deliver the new arrangements would also be 
considered, but this may require a phased approach. The current state of clergy housing is: 

 Eckington Vicarage home to Revd Allison Davies. 

 Bredon Rectory currently home to the Bishop of Dudley. (The Archdeacon did not know how long 

Bishop Martin would be resident in Bredon. Housing provision had stalled as a result of COVID 19.) 

 Elmley Rectory currently let on a Short Term lease.  

The Archdeacon noted that the Diocese and indeed the Church of England more widely, was actively 
considering how best to re-shape its Ministry in the changing circumstances.  
We all therefore have things to consider. 

 The Parishes in Vacancy are asked to be imaginative in their approach to the approaching 

recruitment and to start by thinking creatively about their priorities as churches working in a Group 

ministry context and how that would reflect in the personal skills and attributes required for the 

post. 

 All the churches around the Hill are invited to discuss among themselves and together, the way 

forward. 

The Archdeacon stated that there would be legal and procedural issues to be negotiated at a future point, 
but he did not wish these to be an obstacle to the selection process. To some extent the details could be 
sorted out later. Further, he wished this to be a collaborative process, and not one which would be 
imposed from the top down. 
During a post meeting conversation, it is suggested by the Archdeacon and Revd Allison that July and 
August be considered a six week period for prayer and discussions with a more formal process underway in 
September. The Forum would be invited to suggest dates and procedures at its next meeting in two weeks. 
 

Reopening the Bredon Hill Group of Church for Public Worship 
The rota from 12th July to 9th August 
 

Date Church Time Minister 

19th July St Mary’s Elmley Castle 9.00am Canon Roger Spiller 

 St Giles, Bredon 10.30am Reverend Catherine Lack 
26th July St Faith’s, Overbury 9.00am Reverend Allison Davies 

 Holy Trinity, Eckington 10.30am Reverend Allison Davies 

2nd August St John the Baptist, Beckford 9.00am Bishop Martin Gorick 

 St Mary’s, Elmley Castle 10.30am Canon Roger Spiller 
9th August Holy Trinity, Eckington 9.00am Bishop Michael Hooper 

 St Barbara’s, Ashton Under Hill 10.30am Reverend Catherine Lack 

 

 

 



Bredon Hill Group Schedule of Opening for Private Prayer 
 
Beckford with Overbury, Ashton under Hill, Alstone and Teddington 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

St John the Baptist, 
Beckford 

07/07/2020 Tuesday 
Friday 

10.00am-12.00pm 
2.00pm-4.00pm 

St Faith’s, Overbury 16/06/2020 Tuesday 
Thursday 
Saturday 

9.30am-12.00pm 
2.00pm-4.00pm 
10.00am-12.00pm 

St Barbara’s Ashton 
Under Hill 

19/06/2020 Friday 
Tuesday 
Sunday 

10-00am-5.00pm 
10.00am-5.00pm 
10.00am-5.00pm 

St Margaret’s, 
Alstone 

24/06/2020 Wednesday and 
on request 

10.00am-4.00pm 

St Nicholas’, 
Teddington 

17/06/2020 Daily 10.00am-4.00pm 

 
Eckington with Defford cum Besford 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

Holy Trinity, 
Eckington 

24/06/2020 Wednesday 
Friday 

10.00am-3.00pm 
10.00am-3.00pm 

St James’, Defford Working towards it   

St Peter’s Chapelry, 
Besford 

15/06/2020 Monday and 
when required 

 

 

Elmley Castle with Bricklehampton and the Combertons 
Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

St Mary’s, Elmley 
Castle 

18/06/2020 Thursday 
Sunday 

10.00am-12.00pm 
12.00pm-4.00pm 

St Peter’s, Little 
Comberton 

05/07/2020 Saturday 9.00am-4.00pm 
 

St Michael’s, 
Bricklehampton 

29/06/2020 Monday 
 

9.00am-4.00pm 
 

St Michael’s Great 
Comberton 

Unable to open 
currently due to 
work on the tower 
roof until mid July 

  

 
Bredon with Bredon’s Norton 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

St Giles’, Bredon 18/06/2020 Sunday 10.00am-2.00pn 

Chapel of Ease, 
Bredon’s Norton 

28/06/2020  Sunday 
 

10.00am-12.00pm 

 

 



News from the Diocese 

Prayers and diocesan news can be found at www.cofe-worcester.org.uk 
 

                                 
 

 

                                                      

 

 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/children-family-worship-at-home


 
 
 

 
 
 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the Bredon Hill Group of Churches 

Tel: 01386 750203 
Email: eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com 


