
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 
Please share this bulletin as far and wide as you can – thank you 

 

12th July 2020 – Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

 
 

View from a Vicarage  
 
A warm welcome to this weeks edition of the Bulletin, and it is with great joy we can now finally announce 
that from this Sunday, 12th July, we will be starting to reopen some of our churches across the Bredon Hill 
Group for public worship. This is wonderful news, and the plan is that we will initially aim for there to be a 
service in 2 of the benefices each week across Bredon Hill, starting with a 9.00am Service of the Word  in 
Holy Trinity, Eckington and then repeating this service at 10.30am at St. Faiths in Overbury. Details of 
future planned services can be seen later in this Bulletin and the type of service may vary depending on 
who is leading the service. So, please do look to see where services will now be taking place in the coming 
weeks.  
 
The reopening of the churches for public worship has seemed a long time in coming, and indeed although 
we will be celebrating this wonderful occasion, our celebrations will be somewhat muted. For although 
some of our churches do feel they are in a position to hold services, not all will and can, and of course due 
to the continuation of shielding, some people may still not be in a position to leave their homes and join 
with us in worship together. We will, of course, also still be influenced by national government and Church 
guidance, and so social distancing will be necessary, people will be asked to sign in as they come into 
church for Contact Tracing purposes, the obligatory hand sanitizing will be required as you enter and leave 
the building and sadly there will be no singing in church for the foreseeable future.  
 
Nevertheless, this is a time of celebration, and over the coming weeks we do hope that additional services 
will take place as we gradually resume a more normal pattern of worship. Therefore, please be patient, as 
we make all the necessary arrangements to enable our churches to open in as safe and expedient way as 
possible. 
 



As many of you will know I write this article several days before it is published and today, Monday, as I look 
up from my computer, I can see a lovely array of red roses in a vase adorning my window sill, which my 
husband kindly bought me as an 24th wedding anniversary present. The 24th wedding anniversary is often 
referred to as the musical instrument anniversary, and perhaps under different circumstances we might 
have been tempted to celebrate this special day by listening to some music somewhere or even dancing 
the night away!  
 
However, this year we will be doing neither of these things; Yet, as I look at the red roses which are of 
course the flowers associated with love, I am reminded that love lies at the heart of all our relationships, 
and is indeed the very essence and foundation of our Christian faith. As St. Paul say’s in his letter to the 
church at Corinth, without love we “like a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal … and we are nothing”.  
 
God’s love for his children was revealed through the gift of Jesus, His Son, and we will be able to give 
thanks for this publicly once again, as we come back to our churches this weekend. But, the essence of that 
love, is something which we are asked to share with others, both those we know intimately and those with 
whom we share this planet, for love is the universal bond which holds people and communities together.  
 
Love of course occurs takes shape in so many different forms, and sharing love is perhaps easier to do on 
some occasions than others; Ask anyone in a long-term loving relationship and they will most certainly 
acknowledge this truth. Yet love, or the way this is often expressed through acts of compassion, is 
something which has been very evident over the last few months, not least by key workers of the NHS, 
who sacrificed so much at the height of the pandemic, sitting alongside the sick and dying and offering 
them both medical expertise and also, perhaps that greater gift, that of touch and presence, when loved 
members of family could not be with them. This sacrificial love has been an inspiration and strength to 
many of us, and so it was absolutely right and appropriate to clap last Sunday evening for one last time, for 
all NHS staff as they celebrated their 72nd anniversary of the foundation of the NHS.  
 
This clapping on a Thursday evening, which we all grew accustomed to during the lockdown, may now have 
officially ended; But hopefully all that it symbolized and stood for, that of thanks for the sacrificial love of 
care, compassion, kindness and mutual flourishing by so many key workers, will continue to thrive in each 
one of us, as we go forwards. For through their actions, we have been given a vision of what real love looks 
like in practice. Therefore, although the giving of cards, flowers, hearts and chocolates are lovely 
expressions of love between people, and which are especially appreciated on anniversaries, it is the 
practical outworking of sacrificial love which Christ calls us to show in our everyday lives.  
 
This expressing of love for others becomes even more important when I, like so of you, hear of the 
increasing number of people, who through the closure of businesses, music and cultural events, as well as 
the many activities which have provided the livelihood for people, now face uncertain futures and financial 
hardships. As such, we cannot shy away from the knowledge that the future is going to be challenging, and 
that there will be no part of society which is going to be unaffected by the implications of the easing of 
lockdown.  
 
Therefore, as people of faith and members of a loving church communities, we need to reach out and 
support those people, who will now be facing challenging times ahead  through no fault of their own; And 
we can do this, strengthened in the knowledge that we have the ear of a God who understands what real 
love is, such that as we pour out our concerns, hopes and aspirations for others to Him, we know that He 
not only hears these prayers, but that He will respond in a way which is totally loving, completely selfless 
and overwhelmingly generous and merciful. 
 
My hope therefore is that as we reopen our churches for public worship, we seek in every situation, and 
with everyone we encounter, to reach out to others with a spirit of sacrificial love, even when this means 
us going that extra mile or taking us to a place which may be uncomfortable or uncertain. Because when 



we do, we will experience the true love which God has for each one of us, a love which knows no limits or 
boundaries or understanding.   
 
So, as we give thanks to God for the gift of love and for the privilege of being able to worship physically 
together once more, may you, and all whom you care for, be blessed this week, in the knowledge and love 
of the One who is forever faithful and sure.  
 

Allison 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the churches of the 

Bredon Hill Group 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Principal service based on Holy Communion for the Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
Sunday 12th July 2020 

 
Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church 
is governed and sanctified: 
hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful people, 
that in their vocation and ministry 
they may serve you in holiness and truth 
to the glory of your name; 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 



Reading: Romans 8: 1-11 
There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the 
flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he 
condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 
on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this 
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law – indeed it 
cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the 
Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong 
to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from 
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  
 
Reading: Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23 
Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got 
into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in 
parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the 
birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 
they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. Let anyone with ears listen! Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of 
the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; 
this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the 
word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and 
when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for 
what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure 
of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty.’  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, 
that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered 
by your governance, 
that your Church may joyfully serve you in all godly quietness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
 

 

http://www.vevlynspen.com/2013/08/wanna-learn-wolof-then-sing-happy-or.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Reflection for the Fifth Sunday after Trinity 2020 

Sunday 12th July by Revd Roger Spiller 
 

Sadly we’re not permitted to sing hymns in church at present, but we might give a thought to the 
surprising history of this popular communal activity.  The church took over the words and practice of 
singing God’s praise from Jewish psalms. But hymn singing became weaponised. In the early 5th century, 
the Church was locked in conflict with a heretical party. The bishop of Constantinople challenged them, to 
outdo each other in hymn singing. It got out of control and people on both sides were killed in the mêlée. 
Some hymns and singing can still bring on a death wish! Later, when the empress requisitioned the basilica 
in Milan for heretical worship, St Ambrose organised a lockdown, packing the church with people singing 
hymns to keep them awake through the night until the threat passed.  It was a technique Desmond Tutu 
used when his cathedral in Cape Town was besieged by his oppressive government.   
 
Figures like St Augustine of Hippo saw dangers in hymn singing. ‘When I find the singing itself more moving 
than the truth which it conveys, I confess that this is a grievous sin,’ he wrote.  This was an approach that 
led the church to prohibit hymn singing.  It was only at the Reformation in the 16th century that hymns 
were reintroduced by reformers like Martin Luther and John Calvin. But Calvin was suspicious of harmony: 
‘All that is needed in the praise of God is a pure and simple modulation of the voice.’   Choirs in the 17th 
century would stick to metrical psalms which sounded like slow, monotonous rap music. 
 
As a reaction against this, hymn singing, as we know it, was introduced by the free churches. Isaac Watts 
was the pioneer and wrote 750 hymns, many still in use, like When I survey. The emphasis was more on 
words than tunes - too heartfelt and emotional for the reserved Anglican temperament of the time! 
However, open air hymn singing led by the Wesleys created a renewal movement in church and nation. 
Charles Wesley wrote some 6,500 hymns but disapproved of the organ, calling it ‘the devil’s instrument’!  
Other leading hymn writers were John Newton, Cowper, and Croft – not Lawrence! Under pressure, the 
Church of England introduced hymn singing as a regular part of its services, although it remained officially 
illegal. As late as 1819, a Sheffield vicar was brought to court in York charged with using a hymn book, but 
the charge was quashed. 
 
It’s been estimated that some 400,000 hymns have been written in English alone and the last few decades 
have been another golden age for hymn writing.  And yet how many do we know and sing?     
 
A sing-song lifts the spirits, but hymn singing should be much more. St Paul said, ‘Speak to one another in 
psalms, hymns and songs; sing and make music in your hearts to the Lord.’  As John Wesley wrote in 1761, 
‘Have an eye to God in every word you sing. Aim at pleasing him more than yourself … see that your heart 
is not carried away with the sound, but offered to God continually.’ 
 
Roger Spiller 

 



Intercessions for the Fifth Sunday after Trinity by Revd Alma Organ 
 
Lord God, creator of all that is 
Hear our prayer 
 

Gracious God, today, on Sea Sunday 
we offer our prayers for those whose lives are affected by the sea. 
We pray for port chaplains and volunteers that work in the Mission to Seafarers centres and visit the ships, 
in all our ports. May they bring rest and recuperation for weary sailors, comfort and support for all their 
needs. 
 

Lord God creator of all that is 
Hear our prayer 
 
We pray for all those work takes them to sea. 
For those in different branches of the navy; 
For those who transport goods by ship; 
For those who catch fish for their living; 
Be with them in their work, 
And keep them safe when weather is bad and seas are rough. 
 
Lord God creator of all that is 
Hear our prayer 
 
We pray for all those who give help when people get into difficulties at sea; 
For the lifeboat service, for sea rescue, coast guards and for lifeguards. 
We thank You for their courage, 
and ask that You will guard and guide them as they work for others in need. 
 
Lord God, creator of all that is 
Hear our prayer 
 
Lord, the sea is a place of beauty but it has been damaged by our greed and by our selfishness. People are 
not always careful about how they treat the sea and poisons are allowed to seep into it, rubbish endangers 
the plants and creatures that live in it. 
We pray for all world leaders that they may safeguard the seas, prevent pollution and exploitation and so 
preserve this precious environment. 
 
Lord God, creator of all that is 
Hear our prayer 
 
We bring into your presence all who are in need. Especially any we know from our communities. 
We pray for healing of body, mind and spirit and comfort for the bereaved. 
 

Lord God, creator of all that is 
Hear our prayer 
 

We commend the souls of all who have died, especially those we know from our communities, our friends 
and our loved ones. All who have died at sea. 
We give thanks for their lives and the memories we have and hand them into your keeping. 
 

Lord God, creator of all that is 
Hear our prayer      
Amen 



 

 
 
Please pray for the ill and isolated, hospital and medical research staff, all those working on the frontline 
and those who have died. We pray for all whose anniversary of death falls at this time and for all who have 
been bereaved. 
 
Those on the frontline: Alison Herbert a nurse who has been working with the DART (Disaster and Relief 
Team) and the Mercy Ships in Italy 
Those who are sick: David Hardy 
Those in residential care: Barbara Milton 
Those who have died and their families: Jon Doney, Barbara Howell, John Bennett, Charles Bigland-
Gibbons, John Bolton, Arthur Ore, Joan Green, Brian Druce 

 

 
Church and Village News 

 

As our churches begin to open and events are planned it would be useful to keep everyone informed.  If 
you have any details that you would like to share within the Bulletin, please email us at  
eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com  

 

Reopening the Bredon Hill Group of Church for Public Worship 
The rota from 12th July to 9th August 
 

Date Church Time Minister 

12th July Holy Trinity, Eckington 9.00am Reverend Allison Davies 
 St Faith’s Overbury 10.30am Reverend Allison Davies 

19th July St Mary’s Elmley Castle 9.00am Canon Roger Spiller 

 St Giles, Bredon 10.30am Reverend Catherine Lack 

26th July St Faith’s, Overbury 9.00am Reverend Allison Davies 
 Holy Trinity, Eckington 10.30am Reverend Allison Davies 

2nd August St John the Baptist, Beckford 9.00am Bishop Martin Gorick 

 St Peters’, Little Comberton 10.30am Canon Roger Spiller 

9th August Holy Trinity, Eckington 9.00am Bishop Michael Hooper 

 St Barbara’s, Ashton Under Hill 10.30am Reverend Catherine Lack 

 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com


Bredon Hill Group Schedule of Opening for Private Prayer 
 
Beckford with Overbury, Ashton under Hill, Alstone and Teddington 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

St John the Baptist, 
Beckford 

07/07/2020 Tuesday 
Friday 

10.00am-12.00pm 
2.00pm-4.00pm 

St Faith’s, Overbury 16/06/2020 Tuesday 
Thursday 
Saturday 

9.30am-12.00pm 
2.00pm-4.00pm 
10.00am-12.00pm 

St Barbara’s Ashton 
Under Hill 

19/06/2020 Friday 
Tuesday 
Sunday 

10-00am-5.00pm 
10.00am-5.00pm 
10.00am-5.00pm 

St Margaret’s, 
Alstone 

24/06/2020 Wednesday and 
on request 

10.00am-4.00pm 

St Nicholas’, 
Teddington 

17/06/2020 Daily 10.00am-4.00pm 

 
Eckington with Defford cum Besford 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

Holy Trinity, 
Eckington 

24/06/2020 Wednesday 
Friday 

10.00am-3.00pm 
10.00am-3.00pm 

St James’, Defford Working towards it   

St Peter’s Chapelry, 
Besford 

15/06/2020 Monday and 
when required 

 

 

Elmley Castle with Bricklehampton and the Combertons 
Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

St Mary’s, Elmley 
Castle 

18/06/2020 Thursday 
Sunday 

10.00am-12.00pm 
12.00pm-4.00pm 

St Peter’s, Little 
Comberton 

05/07/2020 Saturday 9.00am-4.00pm 
 

St Michael’s, 
Bricklehampton 

29/06/2020 Monday 
 

9.00am-4.00pm 
 

St Michael’s Great 
Comberton 

Unable to open 
currently due to 
work on the tower 
roof until mid July 

  

 
Bredon with Bredon’s Norton 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

St Giles’, Bredon 18/06/2020 Sunday 10.00am-2.00pn 

Chapel of Ease, 
Bredon’s Norton 

28/06/2020  Sunday 
 

10.00am-12.00pm 

 
 

News from the Diocese 

Prayers and diocesan news can be found at www.cofe-worcester.org.uk 



 

                                 
 

                                                      

 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/children-family-worship-at-home


 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the Bredon Hill Group of Churches 

Tel: 01386 750203 
Email: eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com 


