
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

Please share this bulletin as far and wide as you can – thank you 
 

5th July 2020 – Fourth Sunday after Trinity 
 

 
View from a Vicarage  

Greetings and a warm welcome to our edition of the Bulletin for the first week in July. I cannot believe how 
quickly this year is flying by in spite of all that we have gone through over the last few months. I won’t 
mention as we begin month 7 of the calendar, how many shopping days until Christmas, because firstly 
this is such a scary thought, and secondly, I suspect that Christmas will be unlike any other that most of us 
we will have experienced before.  
 
This view from a vicarage will be slightly different to those seen previously, as this last week, myself and 
the churchwardens across the Hill, like most other churches and cathedrals across the country, have been 
grappling with the issue of how we start to reopen our churches for public worship following the 
governments announcement. It is both a delight and a challenge to now be at this point following the 
easing of lockdown, and I am aware of how much we are all longing to get back into churches for corporate 
prayer and worship.  
 
Therefore, to this end, I met with churchwardens this week via Zoom, and following much debate and 
discussion, we have decided that following guidance from the Bishop of Worcester and the Archdeacons, 
that we should not jump straight into holding services ie having services on 5th July, but will start to hold 2 
services a week across the Hill, commencing the 12th July. A service pattern will then slowly develop, which 
gives churches time to prepare themselves, and time to complete and put in place the necessary risk 
assessments and safety measures, such that within a few weeks every benefice will have 2 services a 
month plus the potential for one monthly lay led service.  
 
However, this Patten may well evolve and change further as the national lockdown eases and more people 
are freed from shielding. Nevertheless, it was felt that this was the safest and most helpful way to offer a 
level of public worship as soon as possible, whilst being aware that many people at the present time will 



still not want, or be able, to attend because of shielding and self-isolation, and because we currently only 
have one incumbent and several of our retired clergy are themselves shielding. 
  
Notwithstanding this, our churches will look and feel very different, when we return to them. Most will 
have seats which will have been marked out to ensure there is sufficient space for social distancing, when 
you enter the church you will be asked to sanitise your hands, there will be no singing of hymns during the 
service, and when you enter and leave the church you will need to do so in a way that will be coordinated 
by a churchwarden or sides person and you will be asked not to talk to friends as you leave the building, 
but to have these really important friendship conversations outside the building where there is more space 
to socially distance from each other. Further in the short term, services will be either Morning Prayer or a 
Service of the Word, and we will have to wait for further guidance from the Church of England, before we 
move towards a celebration of Holy Communion. 
 
When put like this, I am sure you will be thinking that this is not what church should be about and not how 
I would wish to be present in God’s house. So please believe me when I say that both myself and all the 
churchwardens would not wish things to be like this either, and these sorts of measures are something 
that we are all going to have to get used to, not just in our churches but in our secular lives as well, at least 
for the next few months. However, people’s safety must come first, and even as our own purpose in 
coming to church is for the purposes of worship and prayer, we must ensure that we are able to do so in 
ways which does not put ourselves or others at risk.  
 
That all being said, it is wonderful that we are at the point that we can move towards coming together for 
public worship, and we do wish and hope, that even given the restrictions that will be in place, we will be 
able to join together in proclaiming the Good News of Christ, and giving thanks for His ever faithful 
presence with us, even in these dark times which we have journeyed through.  

 
In the meantime, I will continue where possible to get out into parishes and to meet and pray with people 
as I can. Last week I was able to visit Defford, and after saying Morning Prayer with Beate Atter and Terry 
Andrews in the grounds of St. James’ church, I proceeded to meet with Richard Clements and Roy and Jane 
Shepherd and to catch up with them. It was lovely to see Richard looking so well and we pray for his 
continued recovery to full health in the coming weeks. But after the experiences in Beckford last week, and 
the torrential rain and mini street floods, this time as I made my way round the village, the sun shone 
gloriously, and so my thanks go to Terry for arranging this and providing his garden for a very welcome cup 
of coffee.  
 
However, this week due to various meetings and the work needed to prepare for public worship, I will 
not be able to make any village visits; But I do hope to resume this again next week. Sadly, Thursday 
will see the funeral of a very well-known and much respected member of the village of Eckington, 
Arthur Ore, and it is expected that many people of the village will be out to line the route of the funeral 
party as it passes through the streets. Please do pray for this funeral on Thursday and also because 
this week saw the passing of another much loved member of the Eckington congregation, Mrs Joan 
Green. Therefore, as we await details of her funeral, please do remember her family in your prayers as 
they grieve her passing.  
 
And so as we make our preparations for public worship taking place once again, I will leave you with the 
Collect for 29 June, which reflected the life and witness of two of the Bibles greatest apostles, St. Peter and 
St Paul, whose day we celebrated in the churches lectionary last Monday, and who laid the foundations for 
the Christian church as we now know it today:-  
 
“Almighty God, whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul, glorified you in their death as in their life; grant that 
your Church, inspired by their teaching and example, and made one by your Spirit, may ever stand firm 



upon the one foundation, Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.” 
 
This week may we therefore go forward in the knowledge that God will continue to bless and honour His 
Church, and that even in times of disruption and uncertainty, through us, His children, the Church will 
flourish and rise again to be the beacon of light, hope and love to all. As such may you, and all who you 
love and care for this week, be surrounded by the love and peace of Christ, the One whose faithfulness and 
mercy is never ending. God bless you all! 
 

Allison 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the churches of the 

Bredon Hill Group 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Principal service based on Holy Communion for the Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

Sunday 5th July 2020 
 

Collect 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, 
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 
increase and multiply upon us your mercy; 
that with you as our ruler and guide 
we may so pass through things temporal 
that we lose not our hold on things eternal; 
grant this, heavenly Father, 
for our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
 



Reading: Romans 7: 15-25a 
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.  Now if I do 
what I do not want, I agree that the law is good.  But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells 
within me.  For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I 
cannot do it.  For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do.  Now if I do what I do 
not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me.  So I find it to be a law that when I want 
to do what is good, evil lies close at hand.  For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my 
members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in 
my members.  Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God, but with my flesh I am 
a slave to the law of sin. 
 
Reading: Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-end 
“But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one 
another,  ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.’  For John 
came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’;  the Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom 
is vindicated by her deeds.” At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants;  yes, 
Father, for such was your gracious will.  All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the 
Son chooses to reveal him. “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Eternal God, 
Comfort of the afflicted and healer of the broken, 
You have fed us at the table of life and hope: 
Teach us the ways of gentleness and peace, 
That all the world may acknowledge 
The kingdom of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 
 

                     
 

 
 

 



Reflection for the Fourth Sunday after Trinity 2020 

Sunday 5th July by Peter Hayes 
 

 

 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, 

and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my 

yoke is easy, and my burden is light. Matthew 11: 28 – 30 

I grew up in a home surrounded by Christian words. Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, Underneath are 

the everlasting arms, The Lord turned and looked upon Peter and Peter remembered. These texts or 

pictures were very popular times ago. And although our text today, Come unto me, all ye that labour and 

are heavy laden and I will give you rest was not on any of our walls, perhaps it hung upon yours? In any 

case it is deeply embedded in my heart. 

This appeal by Jesus, this invitation, is so welcome and so startling that when we come upon it we simply 

wonder. 

The experience of tiredness, weariness, is common it seems to all creatures. And all must rest, eat and 

sleep. Without it we become dysfunctional and will in fact die. 

The gift promised by Jesus is rest which is in fact a bit more than just sleep. It is the word used for the 

Sabbath; the day upon which God rested, a day for celebrating and for attention turned away from work 

and focussed elsewhere. 

It is perhaps inevitable that we tend to take words like these and apply them to ourselves as individuals. 

The gospel appeal becomes an invitation to leave a life burdened by sin and accept the rest Christ offers.  

The context though suggests that we should be more careful. In verse 16 with which our reading began, 

Jesus speaks about a whole generation; a generation which rejected John the baptiser because of his 

abstinence and is rejecting Jesus because of his willingness to eat and drink with those judged sinners!  

Those who have arrived at these conclusions are hardly the common people, who went out in droves to 

John in the desert and are now flocking to hear Jesus. These judgements are being made by the religious 

leaders; yes, we are back to the tussle between Jesus and the Pharisees and scribes and their rules.  

Rules are very much a part of our life today. How close we can stand beside someone, who we can invite 

into our homes, and whether we can go to church and sing a hymn. (The answer to that last one still being 

yes and no!) But keeping the rules brings its own weariness. If we replace the word rules with Law an even 

heavier weight falls upon us. Today’s epistle sees Paul, once a Pharisee wrestling with what he calls the law 

of sin, the law of God and the law of his mind. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do 

the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do.  

The solution Paul found was expressed more in heartfelt praise than another carefully worded thesis   : 

Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  

Jesus the carpenter of Nazareth must have made hundreds of yokes in his day. A yoke bound two animals 

together often oxen, that they might be hitched for some purpose, for example to draw a plough. Each 



yoke would have been hand made and made to measure. An ill-fitting yoke would soon lead to injury to 

the animal and pain would make progress impossible. 

So the call to rest is not the invitation to sleep but to work differently, to engage with someone who is 

considerate and humble; to take his yoke upon us. To enter into partnership. 

From this day the churches have permission once again to open our doors for public worship. In this Group 

next weekend will, God willing, see services held in Eckington and Beckford.  

At the moment we are deeply immersed in the rules of preparations, hand sanitiser and social distancing, 

cleaning and signage.  

But what appeal will we make to our society? What words of invitation might just attract a wearied 

generation back to God? 

We are Christians. We take our name from Christ so we could say, Jesus says “Come unto me all ye that 

labour and are heavy laden” or we could perhaps see ourselves as the community of Jesus and make our 

appeal personal. 

Come with us all you who are weary and burdened and we will give you rest. Take our yoke upon you and 

learn from us; for we are compassionate and humble of heart: and you will find rest for your souls. For our 

yoke is easy and our burden is light. 

I conclude with an invitation and a blessing from the Sheldon Community which we might adopt for our 

sacred spaces: 

Here may you lay aside burdens borne for self and others. May this place be for you a vessel of love, 

wherefrom you may draw rest, silence, healing and vision. And may the Creator's love warmly glow from 

all that you see. 

Amen 

 
 

Intercessions for the Fourth Sunday after Trinity by Revd Nancy Murray-Peters 
 

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your word which guides us through life and directs us in the way we should 
go. Thank You for sending the Lord Jesus to be the Good Shepherd of the sheep and our guiding Light 
in this darkened world.  Help us to harness our hearts and life to Jesus each day, for his yoke is easy and His 
burden is light and in Him there is rest for our souls. Thank you that you have not abandoned us to 
bear the problems and pain of life alone. And so we pray that you will help us to face the difficulties that 
may lie ahead so that we can become strong in our weakness and come closer to you and one another. 
 
Lord in your mercy – hear our prayer 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 

http://artinthespirit.blogspot.com/2011/05/hear-our-prayer.html
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Father, there is much hatred, hunger and prejudice in the world. 
We pray for world leaders and all public authorities; that God might grant them the wisdom, prudence and 
courage to act for the good of all, and in particular for the world's poorest people during this time of global 
pandemic. 
 
Lord in your mercy – hear our prayer  
 
We pray for the places where we live: our own local communities of people who connect with one another 
through services and shops, schools and streets, events and concerns. We give thanks for all those who are 
public spirited during this difficult time.  
Lord, we pray for those who are lonely and feel isolated.  
 
Where there is loneliness or fear, 
Help us to be channels of your love so that we can offer practical help and friendship and bring the 
message of your peace to all those who are troubled. 
 
Lord in your mercy – hear our prayer 

 
Lord of all healing, we pray for those 
Whose minds and hearts are in turmoil, 
For those whose lives have been changed by illness or injury.  
We pray for those in our community............... 
May they find comfort in your healing love. 
  
Lord in your mercy – hear our prayer 
 
Lord of eternity, we thank you 
for your reassurance of life beyond our life here on earth. 
We pray for those who are dying alone, 
unnoticed or unprepared. May they know the peace of your presence and be comforted. 
 
We pray for all those known to us who have died. 
Grant to them eternal rest and let light perpetual shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of all the 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  
Merciful Father, 
 
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen    

 

 
 
Please pray for the ill and isolated, hospital and medical research staff, all those working on the frontline 
and those who have died. We pray for all whose anniversary of death falls at this time and for all who have 
been bereaved. 
 
Those on the frontline: Alison Herbert a nurse who has been working with the DART (Disaster and Relief 
Team) and the Mercy Ships in Italy 
Those who are sick: David Hardy 

 



Those in residential care: Barbara Milton 
Those who have died and their families: Jon Doney, Barbara Howell, John Bennett, Charles Bigland-
Gibbons, John Bolton, Arthur Ore, Joan Green 

 

 
Church and Village News 

 

As our churches begin to open and events are planned it would be useful to keep everyone informed.  If 
you have any details that you would like to share within the Bulletin, please email us at  
eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com  

 

Reopening the Bredon Hill Group of Church for Public Worship 
The rota from 12th July to 9th August 
 

Date Church Time Minister 

12th July Holy Trinity, Eckington 9.00am Reverend Allison Davies 
 St Faith’s Overbury 10.30am Reverend Allison Davies 

19th July St Mary’s Elmley Castle 9.00am Canon Roger Spiller 

 St Giles, Bredon 10.30am Reverend Catherine Lack 

26th July St Faith’s, Overbury 9.00am Reverend Allison Davies 
 Holy Trinity, Eckington 10.30am Reverend Allison Davies 

2nd August St John the Baptist, Beckford 9.00am Bishop Martin Gorick 

 St Peters’, Little Comberton 10.30am Canon Roger Spiller 

9th August Holy Trinity, Eckington 9.00am Bishop Michael Hooper 
 St Barbara’s, Ashton Under Hill 10.30am Reverend Catherine Lack 

 

 
Bredon Hill Group Schedule of Opening for Private Prayer 
 
Beckford with Overbury, Ashton under Hill, Alstone and Teddington 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

St John the Baptist, 
Beckford 

07/07/2020 Tuesday 
Friday 

10.00am-12.00pm 
2.00pm-4.00pm 

St Faith’s, Overbury 16/06/2020 Tuesday 
Thursday 
Saturday 

9.30am-12.00pm 
2.00pm-4.00pm 
10.00am-12.00pm 

St Barbara’s Ashton 
Under Hill 

19/06/2020 Friday 
Tuesday 
Sunday 

10-00am-5.00pm 
10.00am-5.00pm 
10.00am-5.00pm 

St Margaret’s, 
Alstone 

24/06/2020 Wednesday and 
on request 

10.00am-4.00pm 

St Nicholas’, 
Teddington 

17/06/2020 Daily 10.00am-4.00pm 

 

mailto:eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com


Eckington with Defford cum Besford 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

Holy Trinity, 
Eckington 

24/06/2020 Wednesday 
Friday 

10.00am-3.00pm 
10.00am-3.00pm 

St James’, Defford Working towards it   

St Peter’s Chapelry, 
Besford 

15/06/2020 Monday and 
when required 

 

 

Elmley Castle with Bricklehampton and the Combertons 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 
St Mary’s, Elmley 
Castle 

18/06/2020 Thursday 
Sunday 

10.00am-12.00pm 
12.00pm-4.00pm 

St Peter’s, Little 
Comberton 

05/07/2020 Saturday 9.00am-4.00pm 
 

St Michael’s, 
Bricklehampton 

29/06/2020 Monday 
 

9.00am-4.00pm 
 

St Michael’s Great 
Comberton 

Unable to open 
currently due to 
work on the tower 
roof until mid July 

  

 
Bredon with Bredon’s Norton 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

St Giles’, Bredon 18/06/2020 Sunday 10.00am-1200pn 
Chapel of Ease, 
Bredon’s Norton 

28/06/2020  Sunday 
 

10.00am-12.00pm 

 
 

News from the Diocese 

Prayers and diocesan news can be found at www.cofe-worcester.org.uk 
 

                                 
 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health


                                                      

 

https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/children-family-worship-at-home


 

 
 
 
 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the Bredon Hill Group of Churches 

Tel: 01386 750203 
Email: eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com 


