
Morning Service – Sunday, 12th July 2020 
St Michael’s Blundellsands 

You may wish to light a candle and have some reflective music playing in the background. Or you 
can start by listening to (and joining in with). Don’t forget to skip the ads. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjcSpCSUjdk 
Eternal Father strong to save.  

 
This week you can follow the whole service on YOUTUBE. https://youtu.be/GrVF1cN_c1Q 
 
 
Print off this service sheet then click on the next link and join in with the responses.  
 
Today’s service celebrates Sea Sunday 
 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you  

and also with you.  

 

Confession 

God our Father, we are sorry 

for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly, 

and acted ungratefully. 

Hear our prayer, and in your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 

 

We enjoy the harvest of the seas, 

but pollute them with plastics and rubbish.  

Father, in your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 

 

We belong to a people who have clean water  

but ignore the cry of those who go thirsty. 

Father, in your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 

 

We store up goods for ourselves alone, 

as if there were no God and no heaven. 

Father, in your mercy: 

forgive us and help us. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BjcSpCSUjdk
https://youtu.be/GrVF1cN_c1Q


 
Absolution  

May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, 

and restore us in his image 

to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
Psalm 107  v 23-31 
 
23Some went out on the sea in ships; 

they were merchants on the mighty waters. 

24 They saw the works of the LORD, 

    his wonderful deeds in the deep. 

25 For he spoke and stirred up a tempest 

    that lifted high the waves. 

26 They mounted up to the heavens and went down to the depths; 

    in their peril their courage melted away. 

27 They reeled and staggered like drunkards; 

    they were at their wits’ end. 

28 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, 

    and he brought them out of their distress. 

29 He stilled the storm to a whisper; 

    the waves of the sea were hushed. 

30 They were glad when it grew calm, 

    and he guided them to their desired haven. 

31 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love 

    and his wonderful deeds for mankind. 

 

Reading: John 14 v 25 – 27 by Phil Hunter  

25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 
27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 

Talk by Lucy The Power Behind Peace     Sea Sunday      

There’s a very well aired story in the New Testament about when Jesus and his disciples are on a 
boat, crossing from one side of the Sea of Galilee to the other, and a dangerous squall threatens 
to sink them. You likely remember how it goes: Jesus is in a deep sleep on a pile of fishing nets in 



the hull, the disciples are in a panic, so they wake him up, and he raises his hand and tells the 
storm to stop. And it does. 
 

When I was a child, going to St Mike’s Church Hall on a Sunday morning, I know I just accepted it 
as just another miracle, drew a picture of stick men in a boat with my allotted wax crayons (hoping 
that I got a blue one) and then had some orange squash in a plastic cup and one biscuit….. Now 
that I’ve been on a few hairy sailing trips, I know better. And if you are a sailor, the significance of 
what was witnessed sinks in a whole lot more! (pardon the pun).  Time to imagine that you are in 
that boat, and the sun has just gone down…. 
 

The perfect squall has just appeared out of nowhere: All day the sea has been warm, and has 
been busy evaporating into air just above.  The sun has sunk beneath the horizon, and a cool 
breeze is flowing down from the mountainous coast surrounding the Sea of Galilee. Things are 
very unstable all of a sudden, as the atmosphere turns into a muddle of updraughts and 
downdraughts. You find yourself stuck in the middle of the lake in a serious wind storm, and the 
shallow waters are being whipped up into surf so high that it is crashing over the gunnels. Next, 
the moisture in the warm air condenses into big fat rain drops, also deluging the boat. Time to 
panic! 
 

Jesus stops it all in a split second by raising his hand. I’d like to ask the weatherman what it would 
take to cause this to happen! I’ve heard that some very clever scientists are starting to consider 
minimizing hurricanes by pumping thousands of tonnes of sulphate gas into the relevant offending 
air mass….But that would also poke holes in the ozone layer at the same time.  If there were float 
systems scattered all over the lake to harness the kinetic energy from the choppy waves it might 
make things calmer.  These would all have to be done in advance, as there is no way to stop a 
storm once it has started though. Unless you are .. Jesus. 
 

You can understand, then, why the disciples were even more afraid of Jesus at this point than 
when they were panicking at the power they had just felt in the storm itself!  
 

What if …..you woke up tomorrow and heard on the news that the Coronavirus  - our particular 
storm - had suddenly disappeared, vapourized, and we haven’t got a clue where it went?  Think 
about it for a minute... You imagine yourself being relieved, joyous, giving thanks to God, having a 
big party, and everyone would feel at peace for a short while, but then what? 

I’m going to predict some of the reactions the world at large might have after a few hours, days, 
weeks: 
Disbelief, astonishment,  whose fault was it? Suspicion, fear and worry that the virus will come 
back just as quickly as it left because someone must be controlling it; random blaming of suitable 
scapegoats, mobs of angry people and troublemakers out to accuse the authorities, demands of 
compensation from the alleged perpetrators, greedy people taking advantage of those who have 
lost their livelihoods and properties during the outbreak, need I go on...Conflict!  
Even if this pandemic did vapourize overnight we wouldn’t feel at peace for long.  
 

It’s the truly awesome power of God that can give us enduring peace, during all of our 
storms. 
 

Many innocent people have died or have been left ravaged as a result of this pandemic too.   
But if we look at when the Lord sent waves of destructive Babylonians flooding into Jerusalem in 
587 BC, he also shows Ezekiel the prophet a vision: He has not just sent Angels of Destruction, 
but also an Angel whose first job is to be a scribe, and is marking the foreheads of those who are 
mostly innocent and have remained God fearing. When these innocent folk get caught in the 
crossfire and devastation, their journey will have ended well: By going to be with God.  
  
This can allow us to feel, if we choose to - a lot better about things.  It is the world that fears death 
and mortality, and we all get caught up in it. Of course, it is only natural to want to physically 



survive,  - it is a primal instinct which preserves the species! Those of us who are left behind are 
left feeling utterly bereft - Also a natural instinct, where attachment to each other is essential and 
healthy. But God has guaranteed his followers eternal life, and the best really is yet to come. 
Thanks to Jesus, we have a mark on our forehead too.  
 

 Do you feel like the disciples did in the thick of that storm that perhaps Jesus is sleeping through 
it, and is going to let you down?  Right now, in the middle of our storms, what should we, his 
disciples do? Well, one thing we can do is continue to listen and learn from the Holy Spirit: Our 
reading today states this: John 14:25-27. The guarantee is that we will have the same depth of 
peace that Jesus had on that stormy night when he slept through the tempest. 
 

Are you ready to trust the enormity of his power and intent, and accept it for yourself?  
The power in the storm has nothing on the power that lies within peace. 
 

 

Prayers by Chris Kay 
 
Almighty God, we thank you for the gift of water to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life. 

May we who have an abundance of water see it as a precious and scarce resource. 

Help us to be mindful how much is consumed so that we can live in the way that we do: 

guide us to use it sparingly, and keep us mindful of those who suffer through drought, pollution 

and flood. We ask this for the sake of him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

We pray for the leaders of the maritime industry: may they always endeavour to promote justice 

and human rights in the management and exercise of their responsibilities: (pause) … Lord hear 

us. 

Lord graciously hear us  

Let us pray for seafarers: may they be sustained in times of loneliness. Deepen the bonds of love 

that unite them with their families and loved ones: (pause) … Lord hear us. 

Lord graciously hear us  

 

We pray that, through the Mission to Seafarers and their concern for the welfare of those who ply 

the oceans, the growth of Christian communities will grow (pause) … Lord hear us. 

Lord graciously hear us  

 

We pray for the work of the RNLI, Coastguard, RAF and RN who search for those in danger and 

lost at sea, often at great risk to themselves.  

Lord hear us.  

Lord graciously hear us  

 

For all those who have died at sea: we remember especially the families who are left to mourn and 

grieve the loss of loved ones: (pause) … Lord hear us. 



Lord graciously hear us  

 

Merciful Father, bless those who sail the seas. Give them your care and protection in times of 

danger and, at all times, guide them safely to their destination. We ask this through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer:  

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation: but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory, 

For ever and ever. Amen 

 

Blessing:   

Go forth into the world in peace. 

Be of good courage. 

Hold fast that which is good. 

Render to no one evil for evil. 

Strengthen the fainthearted. 

Support the weak. 

Help the afflicted. 

Show love to everyone. 

Love and serve the Lord, 

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; 

and the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 


