
Morning Service – Sunday, 5
th

 July 2020 
St Michael’s Blundellsands 

You may wish to light a candle and have some reflective music playing in the background.  Or you 

can start by listening to (and joining in with). Don’t forget to skip the ads.  

 https://youtu.be/bwtdZ-VnreY       As the deer pants for the water 

 

This week you can follow the whole service on YOUTUBE. Print off this service sheet then click on 

the next link and join in with the responses. 

https://youtu.be/pL3Vo4BiJ9g 
  

 
Church will be open for individual prayer every Monday, Wednesday and Saturday from 11-12. 
Only 3 people/family groups will be allowed in church at any time. 
     -On Mondays we will show a video of the Sunday service at 11am and 11.30am. 
     -On Wednesdays there will be an organ recital 11-11.15 and 11.45-12 noon with time for 
       quiet prayer between. 
     -On Saturday there will be a mixture of classical music and time for quiet prayer 
 
Today’s service is on the theme of SUFFERING. 

 

Opening Responses 

 

Let everything be said and done in the name of the Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God through Jesus Christ. 

 

Sing psalms, hymns and sacred songs: 

let us sing to God with thankful hearts. 

 

Open our lips, Lord: 

and we shall praise your name. 

 

 

Confession 

Lord God, 

we have sinned against you; 

we have done evil in your sight. 

We are sorry and repent. 

Have mercy on us according to your love. 

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin. 

Renew a right spirit within us 

and restore to us the joy of your salvation, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

May the Father of all mercies 

cleanse us from our sins, and restore us in his image 

to the praise and glory of his name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

Amen. 

https://youtu.be/bwtdZ-VnreY
https://youtu.be/pL3Vo4BiJ9g


 

Psalm 22: 26-28  A Psalm of David 

²⁶The poor will eat and be satisfied; 

those who seek the Lord will praise him - 

may your hearts live forever! 

²⁷All the ends of the earth 

will remember and turn to the Lord, 

and all the families of the nations  

will bow down before him, 

²⁸for dominion belongs to the Lord  

and he rules over the nations. 

Reading: John Chapter 16 v 31-33 Read by John 

 

³¹“Do you now believe?” Jesus replied. ³²“A time is coming and in fact has come when you will be 

scattered, each to your own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for my Father is 

with me. 

³³“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 

trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Talk by Neil 

Most of us go through times of suffering at different stages in our lives. In today’s passage, Jesus 

is just about to be arrested, deserted by his closest friends, face trumped up charges, and then 

face perhaps the most painful death devised by man. 

Let me show you a couple of very important points from today’s passage. 

Firstly, in John 16v32 Jesus in effect says, don’t worry about me…….I am not alone….for my 

father is with me. God doesn’t promise to take our problems away, but he does promise to be with 

us through them. 

Secondly, in v33 Jesus says that knowing that God will be with them through their troubles will 

bring them peace. 

Thirdly, in v33 Jesus says, take heart. I have overcome the world. There is nothing in this life that I 

can’t go through with you. Oh, and by the way, I am just about to defeat the big enemy…even 

death itself. So trust me. 

 

Many years ago, we had an elderly saint in the church, I will call her Jane. On one occasion she 

told me that her favourite verse was Matthew 6v21, ‘Where your treasure is there your heart will 

be also.’ Throughout Jane’s life God had used this verse on several occasions to remind her that 

he loved her. 

 

When she was about 80 she started having problems swallowing, she went to her doctor who 

referred her to Clatterbridge. Jane was under no illusions about how serious this might be, so I 

arranged to visit her at 2pm once she had returned from her appointment. 



 

When the day came, I prayed hard that God would help me to say the right thing, but my mind 

remained empty. On the way to Jane’s I had to call in at the local church primary school with a 

cheque for £500 from church to the work of the school. As I sat in the headmistresses’ office, I was 

amazed to see on the wall behind her an Argos Poster with the very words, ‘Where your treasure 

is there your heart will be also.’ So I did a deal with the headmistress. You can have the £500 

cheque, if I can have the poster. She readily agreed! She took it off the wall, rolled it up, and put 

an elastic band around it. 

On arriving at Jane’s she made me a cup of tea, told me about her appointment and we both cried 

as she told me the news that she had throat cancer. After a few minutes I handed her the poster. 

Jane removed the elastic band, unrolled it and wept deeply for several minutes. 

God never promises to take all our problems away, but he does promise to be with us and walk 

beside us as we go through them.  

 

 

Prayers by Jane Mellor  

 

Despite our hopes and efforts, Lord, we fail and things go wrong.   

We offer you the mistakes we have made in ourselves, in our marriages and in our families. 

We pray for people who are suffering now, either from their own mistakes or from the mistakes of 

others; for children separated from one parent and cut off from grandparents, for parents who see 

their children for only part of the week; for families who have many problems and lack hope; for 

families who face death, illness, or disablement and feel they cannot cope; for the unemployed 

who feel hopeless and unwanted.  We hold them before you, Lord, for your healing love. 

 

Lord God, whose son, Jesus Christ, understood people’s fear and pain before they spoke of them, 

we pray for those in hospital; surround the frightened with your tenderness; give strength to those 

in pain; hold the weak in your arms of love, and give hope and patience to those who are 

recovering; we ask this through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation: but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory, 

For ever and ever. Amen 

 

 

The Blessing  

The LORD bless you and keep you; 

the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 

the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you for evermore. Amen. 

 


