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Pastoral Letter
 Robert writes

July 2020

My dear friends

It has been a time of discovery for quite a while now hasn’t it? There
are tiny green shoots of change from the severe lockdown that started in
March that hint at life returning to some semblance of normality.

It is to the country’s credit that, so far at least, the NHS has not been
totally overwhelmed. Times are tough for many now, and for some,
likely to get tougher still. It is for all of us, as followers of Jesus Christ
or not, to look out for others and find ways to help where we can and
where it is wanted.

Judging by the presenters on TV, a great many are finding the inability
to have so much as a simple haircut a trying experience. Two of my
sons have taken to cutting their own hair. Though to be fair they have
their hair very short normally. The other one has allowed his girlfriend
to cut his and it doesn’t look too bad! Jane and I both have decided we
like our hair a little longer, though mine now does a good
impersonation of Ken Dodd first thing in the morning – not a pretty
sight really.

I am sure we will find things to laugh at when Covid 19 is a memory
rather than a current situation, but one thing that really stands out for
me is the way in which communities have, by and large, rallied round
in support of one another.

Looking more locally, two of our churches are going to be open for
private prayer and meditation for an hour or two twice a week.   Please
look for the details elsewhere in the magazine. Funerals, certainly for

Pastoral Letter
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the immediate future, will be limited to graveside services in our
churchyards with restricted numbers attending.
Our Sunday 10:00 am service on Facebook proved to be popular, much
more so than we could have reasonably expected. The Vicar, Revd
Susan has risen magnificently to the challenge of meeting the worship
needs of our congregations. Our ordinand, Catherine Milsom, has
helped out with the techie stuff during the service which has taken a lot
of pressure off Revd Susan.
We have Facebook services during the week too with several people
taking part in leading them. We also have coffee mornings along with
other essential meetings on Zoom. These can be very interesting to lead
as there is a time delay between people speaking and others hearing it.
On Thursdays at 9:00 am we have a Morning Prayer service on Zoom
which you can listen to on your landline or mobile phone even if you do
not have a smart phone or PC or cannot get Zoom. Details elsewhere in
the magazine.
For my part at least, Prayer During the Day (Greenway & other
Facebook Pages, 12:00 noon Monday to Friday) has proven to be a
golden opportunity to find something out about the various people we
commemorate and saints we venerate during the year (see St Alban’s
story elsewhere in this magazine). I like to share a bit of what I have
found out just before I start the service as people are logging on and
hope to encourage others to find out more for themselves later.
Most of our Facebook services are available later, on the Greenway
page and, to be honest, can flow better than the live version which is
subject to the vagaries of mobile phone signals.
Discovering the world of social media communication has been a
fantastic experience for me at least, and I hope for you too. I have found
myself carrying out a style of ministry that I would not have dreamed of
only a short while ago. It shows how we can adapt to new circumstance,
if not easily, then effectively.

To deliberately misquote a wartime cliché, Keep Calm and Carry On –
on Facebook.

Robert Poole
Reader.
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Services in the church buildings?
As we go to press for this magazine, the government
has just announced that churches may open for public
worship from 4 July 2020.
We don’t know what the Church of England guidance
will be, and we are awaiting guidance from the Diocese
of Gloucester.
Please keep an eye on social media for updates – we
will need to await both sets of guidance before we can
carry out the necessary risk assessments and practical
arrangements, much as pubs and shops are having to.
We would love to open the buildings for public worship,
but there will be significant changes and restrictions,
and because we care for each and every one of you, we
will plan carefully to ensure the highest standards of
safety.
So, watch out for news of public worship in the church
buildings, and in the meantime, we trust that you enjoy
the arrangements we have made for shared public
worship online, and for private prayer in the church
buildings. Of course, you can continue to pray wherever
you are, e.g. at home, while walking or in the environs
of the church. Blessings, Revd Susan

Opening our church buildings for private prayer:

As government legislation now allows us to open church buildings
for private prayer, we have decided to welcome people into two of
our churches for personal prayer.

St Paul's will be open for individual private prayer every Monday
morning from 10am -11am and every Thursday from 2pm - 3pm
starting on Thursday 25th June. You can also ask for an appoint-

Services?
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ment to attend the church for private prayer, by contacting Clare
Stewart on 01242 862598.

St Mary's will be open for individual private prayer every Tuesday
and Saturday morning from 10am - 11am starting on Tuesday
23rd June. You can also ask for an appointment to attend the
church for private prayer, by contacting Sue Padfield on 01452
862509.

Visitors are asked to follow the steward's advice, including safe
distancing and following the current guidelines e.g. use of hand
sanitiser, wearing face masks or face coverings etc. Thank you.

Holy Trinity will remain closed for the time being, but this deci-
sion will be kept under review, as will opening times at the other
two churches, so please keep an eye on social media and our web-
site, for more up to date information.

ARE YOU LONELY? WOULD YOU LIKE SOMEONE TO
CHAT TO? Why not call the Befriender telephone line?

Helen Wintrip has set up a new telephone befriender service,
as part of Shurdington Community Mutual Support. The serv-
ice is for anyone in Shurdington, Badgeworth, Witcombe and
Bentham. Not having someone to talk to regularly can be
lonely and isolating, particularly if you’re used to sharing
your home and time with others. A friendly chat on the phone
can make all the difference. The service offers a phone from a
locally based volunteer.

The service is now operating, on Monday and Tuesday eve-
nings from 7pm until 9pm, and on Wednesday and Thurs-
day afternoons from 2pm until 4pm.

The Befriend-
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If you would like to talk, during those times, please call:

01242 350041

The volunteer can call you back, so there is no cost for you.

For more information, please keep an eye on Shurdington
Community Mutual Support Facebook page and Greenway
Churches Facebook page.

Online services and events for July 2020
PS This list is being expanded and will change as government legisla-
tion changes, so please do check online for updates.
Every Sunday at 10am Sunday Morning Worship,
using Facebook livestream. Facebook members can go to
https://facebook.com/greenwaychurches/ to join in live. Others can
access worship shortly after it finishes, by watching the video at:
https://facebook.com/pg/greenwaychurches/
You can also view from a link on A Church Near You
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/14176/benefice/
Every weekday there is prayer during the day at
noon,  led by a variety of people including Revd Susan Cooke, Rob-
ert Poole and Catherine Milsom. Catherine and Rob lead from Green-
way Churches page, as above. Revd Susan leads from her own
Facebook page, and uploads to Greenway Churches soon after the
prayers are finished. Revd Susan’s page:
https://www.facebook.com/susan.cooke.982

The order of service for Midday prayers is on the
Church of England website, so you can follow them
every day, if you wish.
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-
daily-prayer

Online Servic-

1
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Other worship

OTHER WORSHIP AND CHURCH ONLINE
EVENTS
Most other events are hosted using the zoom platform, which includes
an option for dialling in on your telephone. Please contact
greenway.bswb.office@gmail.com for details of any zoom meetings
and for instructions on how to dial in if you can’t gain access on a com-
puter, tablet or smartphone.
Mondays 2:30-3:30 Bible Study with Sue Padfield
Tuesdays 12:30 Midday prayers catchup
Thursdays 9am – 9:30am Morning Prayer – with various leaders
Thursdays 10am Church Coffee

Sundays 11am after church coffee on zoom.

Sunday 26th July at 4pm, on Zoom,
we have a praise service.
You are most welcome to join us online for this and any of our
zoom or Facebook services and events – please email
greenway.bswb.office@gmail.com for more information.

EXCITING NEWS!  Greenway Churches now has
a YouTube channel.
Anyone can go to the channel to watch worship videos from our Face-
book Sunday services, as well as special worship videos for children.
Do take a look and subscribe to receive notifications when we add new
videos. Go to YouTube and search for “Greenway Churches”.
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CORONAVIRUS SUPPORT GROUP
Witcombe with Bentham

Many of us are under isolation but this is to let you know that if
you are isolated and/or unwell we will help if we can:
Telephone contact
Shopping (as available)/Prescriptions
Urgent car journeys (where possible)
Prayer resources
Please contact  Sue 01452 862509    )Churchwardens
Lynne 01452 864523) or Phil Quarry Pillcroft Rd/Cl area:
555323/07913733189/phillip1@gmail.comquarry
Liz Matthews Astridge Rd area   863895/07522620520
mail@thehealthandsafetyconsultancy.co.uk
Janine Taylor  Birdlip Hill 864323/07800886935
janinetaylor@rocketmail.com
Ellen Pointon  Green Lane/Main Road  864689
Christine Jeffs  Bentham La/Dog La. 864887
Helen Makins  Green Lane   864448
Alison & Brian Kelly   Astridge Road  522022
Emma   Pillcroft Close 07962105791
Lindsay Willats  Pillcroft Road 07590318120
Lizzie & James Caversham   07710672998
       07989582111
Debbie Ward nr Village Hall  07984316620
Sue Mason  Green Lane  862676/07803429230
Christine & Tony Dyer Dog Lane  862399
Jane Fenton  Dog Lane   07852036001
Jill Jones  Sandy Pluck Lane  01242 862611
If you are also able/willing to be a contact please let Sue or
Lynne know.

WitcombeSup-
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SHURDINGTON & BADGEWORTH
GARDENING SOCIETY

It is with reluctance that the
Gardening Society committee
have decided to cancel all
remaining meetings up to the
end of October.
In November (Government
guidelines permitted) we plan

to have a combined AGM/Fish & Chip Supper.
The speakers have been rebooked for next year and hopefully
we will be able to hold our 80th Annual Show next year. If you
are currently a member then your membership will transfer to
next year, but if you have taken up gardening during this
strange
time, consider joining us next year. You will receive a warm
welcome, our membership has a wealth of experience that they
are happy to share.  Stay safe keep gardening

Janette Willis (Secretary)

Antarctica
by Mark King

Fifty years ago, watching the red ships heading south from
Hobart (Tasmania) to the little-explored enormous white
southern continent was the start of long interest in Polar studies,
but it was the centenary of the Scott Polar Institute that offered a
rare opportunity for me to visit many seriously remote places,
including the area where the ‘Shurdington penguin’ lived. Behind
‘hut point’ is now a large US base: McMurdo, with the world’s
most southerly church, and strange lines which turn out to be
where contaminated ground from a leaky nuclear power plant
had been removed. It was not possible to visit as a result of the
virus precautions but also the 40 knot wind and a temperature of
- 21°C. The unusual weather provide snow in the ‘dry’ valleys,
but also sea smoke and all the stages of the formation of sea ice,
from grease ice to ever-larger pancakes. It was, most suitably,

Gardening So- Antarctica
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Shrove Tuesday. Crossing the date line meant that the extra day
could be put down in my diary as 30th February.
The journey across the rough Southern Ocean was made more
interesting by stopping at two of the New Zealand sub-Antarctic
islands, where the unusual megaherbs are now recovering after
the eradication of imported species, including the cattle left to
provide fresh food for anyone shipwrecked there. It was
interesting to note that the New Zealand latest Anglican liturgy
uses local animals as written by townies; the rural folk omit
praying for rabbits.
Crossing the Amundsen Sea we passed where Captain Cook
attained this furthest South in 1774. He worked out from the
icebergs that there must be land, but also noted that it would not
be habitable. At this point the nearest accommodation was at the
South Pole and even in a modern ship we were a week’s sailing
from any help.
With the Argentine border closing shortly before we were due
to arrive, we diverted to Montevideo in Uruguay. This involved
sailing for three nights past hundreds of Chinese quid fishing
boats 201 miles offshore. They use 300MW of light, and the
grimness of the working conditions on board can only be
imagined. Being on a clean ship, we partied on, concerned for
those in peril on the land.
At each of the historic huts we visited there was a cross, either on
a grave or to remember those who did not make it back.
“We shall not cease from exploration, and the end of all our
exploring will be to arrive where we started and know the place
for the first time.”



13

First two stories in our new series on Everyday
Faith/Wholelife Discipleship
In our Sunday worship, we have started to listen to people’s faith stories
– where they tell us about their faith and how they live it out every day.
Christians are not just called to worship as a gathered church, either on-
line or in the building, once a week, but we are called together to learn
and grow and then to be sent out as the scattered church, from Monday
to Saturday. Monday to Saturday is where our lives reflect God’s love
and where we should each be confident in our role as disciples of Jesus.
Sharing stories is a way to help us do this more effectively as we affirm
each other in our daily lives and hear how we live out our lives.
Here are two stories for this month, with more to follow next month.
July’s stories are from Catherine Milsom, our ordinand at St Paul’s (you
can see more about her in the June magazine) and from Paul Stanfield,
church warden at Holy Trinity. Both Catherine and Paul are part of the
Local Ministry Team, helping to shape ministry across all three church-
es, and all of our villages.
CATHERINE’S TESTIMONY
When thinking about my everyday faith, there is a particular bible verse
that helps me attempt to explain my personal journey. ‘Be it unto me
according to your word’ (Luke 1.38). This is God’s word to Mary,
unique and addressed directly to her, a specific person in a specific sit-
uation. Mary is open to hearing God’s word, obedient to it with the will-
ingness to set out God’s bidding, without any idea of the true extent of
what was going to be required of her. She would only discover it by tak-
ing each step at a time, trusting in the Lord and not thinking too far
ahead to the next step. This is how I am trying to approach my everyday
faith; one step at a time.
God’s personal task for me is unlikely to be in the form of one single
grand gesture. For now, God is leading me to express and share my
faith in small daily opportunities; leading Facebook prayers, personal
prayer, family prayer, childrens’ ministry in school, having empathy
with others, showing small acts of kindness and raising George to know
God’s love.
I'm learning to find my voice in talking openly and personally about my
faith to others. When George started school I didn't know any other par-
ents in the playground, but I took it as an opportunity to make a 'fresh

Faith stories
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start' with a new group of friends, in making it known that I am a Chris-
tian. It began by me dropping into conversation about going to church,
or talking about helping run the Allstars after school club- not being
afraid to talk about being a Christian. This has had extraordinary con-
sequences; parents (and often the ones you'd never expect) have sent me
a message or approached me in the playground asking for me to pray
for them as they are going through a tough time. I've been asked to talk
to a child about Heaven after their Grandparent died, and the parent
didn't feel they had the words of comfort that she needed to hear. Anoth-
er parent told me how she had gone out to buy herself her first Bible
after her daughter kept coming home from Allstars talking about all the
amazing stories of Jesus she had learnt. This has had a huge effect on
my everyday faith and confidence in my calling to bring others to know
God.
It’s not always a smooth road, and I’m frequented with doubts, worry
and the fear of rejection or looking foolish. Francis Dewar writes “God
comes more than half way to meet you”. In my prayers I ask God to
help give me just some of the courage, openness, willingness and obedi-
ence to follow God as Mary did, and to try to meet Him halfway.

PAUL’S TESTIMONY
Most of us are not granted the great gifts of, say, Beethoven or
Michelangelo, so how can mere mortals live faithful lives.

We must not bemoan the lack of ‘great gifts’, we must do simple and
normal things well, indeed to the best of our ability. We must be our-
selves and not put on ‘airs and graces’. We must smile, be kind, radiate
love, engage with others, listen, offer advice from our experience but
not be judgemental. All our actions have consequences.

The parable of the talents shows us not to ‘play things safe’ so we must
push ourselves to do things outside our comfort zones. We may not be
able to do extraordinary things, but we can hope and trust for extraordi-
nary results from what we do.

My last job title up to retirement was ‘Account Manager’ working for a
Building Society. The role involved talking to people who faced prob-
lems with paying their mortgage. I would first try to understand the
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problem with careful listening, then encourage the client to detail their
income and expenditure and face up to the consequences of non or short
payment of their mortgage without being judgemental.  Very often a
‘light was switched on’ and a solution found which had, at first, seemed
unlikely. I like to think extraordinary results sometimes occurred from
what I did.

Perhaps Christina Rosetti’s words provide a clue as to how we should
live our lives faithfully

“What can I give Him, poor as I am?

If I were a Shepherd I would bring a lamb;

If I were a Wise Man I would do my part

Yet what I can I give Him; give my heart”

Huge thanks to both Catherine and Paul for sharing their stories with us.
We hope you find them interesting and inspiring. All of the little things
we do are how we live our lives as Christians. Please pray for Catherine
and Paul as they continue to live out their whole lives as disciples. More
stories to come next month…
Revd Susan
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Useful Phone Numbers:( (

Useful Phone Numbers

Furniture Recycling Warehouse 01452 331333

Removal of Bulky Waste 01684 295010

Glos Highways 0800 0 514 514

Faulty Streetlights 0800 0 514 514

Police (non-emergency) 101

Fire/Police/Ambulance
(emergency only)

999

NHS ‘Out of Hours. 08454 220220

CARE direct 0800 444000

Electricity Power Loss 0800 328 1111

Water Services &
Emergencies

0800 783 4444

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999

Emmaus* 01452 413095

*at Chequers Road, Gloucester:
Collections and Sale of furniture, electrical goods etc.
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SHURDINGTON CHURCH & VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
Churchwardens                   Mrs Clare Stewart            (01242) 862598
                                            Mr Mike Cass                   (01242) 861139
PCC Secretary                    Mrs Lisa Pearson             (01242) 862538
PCC Treasurer Mr Mark King                   (01242) 862505
Gift Aid Officer                     Mrs Joan Puffett (01242) 862647
Sacristan                             Mr Andrew Spence (01242) 862101
Church Flowers                   Mrs Helen King (01242) 862505
Sunday School Staff           Mr Kevin Stubbs (01242) 577123
Electoral Roll Officer           Mrs Lisa Pearson             (01242) 862538
Mothers’ Union                    Mrs Kate Thompson (01242) 862467
Church Hall Lettings            Mrs Julie Miller (01242) 701127
Verger                                  Mr Michael Cass (01242) 861139
Friends of St Paul’s              Mrs Clare Stewart (01242) 862598
Parish Council Clerk            Lizzie Abderraahim (07906) 960984
Shurdington Pre School        Tess Engelbrecht   (07867) 813627
Gardening Society Mr. G. Woodruffe (07792) 269353
Scouts Group Mr Paul Calleja-Gera (07770) 48027
Shurdington Sports Club Mr J Barnfield (01242) 862826
Social Centre Lettings Mr Paul Calleja-Gera (07770) 480272
Friendship Club Mrs Maureen West (01242) 863991
Childrens’ Society Mrs Helen King (01242) 862505

IIn time of illness if you would like a visit and / or to be remembered in
prayer
please contact Clare Stewart (01242) 862598,

Sue Padfield (01452) 862509.

Three in One Magazine
Editor John Cummins (01242) 862518

(e-mail address: editor3in1@gmail.com

Shurdington Organisations
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Badgeworth OrganisationsWitcombe & Bentham Organisations

WITCOMBE & BENTHAM CHURCH & VILLAGE
ORGANISATIONS

Churchwardens                   Mrs Sue Padfield    (01452) 862509
Mrs Lynne Cooper       (01452) 864523

PCC Secretary Mrs Sue Padfield          (01452) 862509
PCC Treasurer/Gift Aid Officer Mr Jon Frewin     (01452) 862583
Verger Mr Andrew Martin
Captain of Bells
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Lynne Cooper         (01452) 864523
Magazine Coordinator Mrs Sue Padfield  (01452) 862509
Village Hall Enquiries Custodian (07518) 137635
W & B Village News Mrs Caroline Hope (01452) 862512

Witcombe Social Fundraisers Mrs Christine Dyer (01452) 862399
Witcombe Under 5s Kyla Hill         thevictoria@btinternet.com

BADGEWORTH CHURCH & VILLAGE ORGANISATIONS
Churchwardens Mr Paul Stanfield (01242) 512926

PCC Secretary Mrs Anna Stanfield (01242) 512926
PCC Treasurer Mr Malcolm Brown (01452) 714639
Gift Aid Officer Mr Roger Brown (01242) 239179
Sacristan Mrs Sue Avery (01242) 520388
Verger Mrs Rachel Cottell    (01452) 715034
Captain of Bells Mr David Turner (01452) 712302
Electoral Roll Officer Mr Roger Brown (01242) 239179
Fabric Officer Mr Ray Frewing (01452) 855661
Parish Council Clerk Mrs H.L. Jones 07840073143
Village Hall Mrs Rachel Cottell (01452) 715034
Friends of Church          Mrs Beverly Pickering (01452) 712907
Badgeworth WI              Mrs Sylvia Dodimead (01452) 713981
Church Flowers Mrs Diana Brown      (01242) 239179
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St Alban
Those who have been joining in with the Prayer During the Day
services will know that various saints have been venerated and
other people commemorated as part of the church calendar year.
I suggested we might include one or two of these as educational
contributions to the magazine. This is a modified part of the arti-
cle on Wikipedia about St Alban.
Saint Alban is venerated as the first
recorded British Christian martyr. Along with fellow Saints Julius
and Aaron, Alban is one of three named martyrs recorded at an
early date from Roman Britain  He is traditionally believed to have
been beheaded in the Roman city of Verulamium, ruins of which
can be found still around the modern city of St Albans, sometime
during the 3rd or 4th century, and his cult has been celebrated
there since ancient times.
We know that Alban lived in Roman Britain, but little is known
about his life. According to the most elaborate version of the tale
found in Bede's Ecclesiastical History of the English People, in
the 3rd or 4th century Christians began to suffer "cruel persecu-
tion", and Alban was living in Verulamium. However, Gildas, a 6th

century monk, says he crossed the Thames before his martyr-
dom, so some authors place his residence and martyrdom in or
near London. Both agree that Alban met a Christian priest fleeing
from persecutors and sheltered him in his house for a number of
days. The priest, who later came to be called Amphibalus, mean-
ing "cloak" in Latin, prayed and "kept watch" day and night, and
Alban was so impressed with the priest's faith and piety that he
found himself copying him and soon converted to Christianity.
Eventually, it came to the ears of an unnamed "impious prince"
that Alban was sheltering the priest. The prince gave orders for
Roman soldiers to make a strict search of Alban's house. As they
came to seize the priest, Alban put on the priest's cloak and
clothing and presented himself to the soldiers in place of his
guest.

St Alban



20

Alban was brought before a judge, who just then happened to be
standing at the altar, offering sacrifices to "devils" (Bede's refer-
ence to pagan gods). When the judge heard that Alban had of-
fered himself up in place of the priest, he became very angry that
Alban would shelter a person who "despised and blasphemed the
gods," and, as Alban had given himself up in the Christian's
place, Alban was sentenced to endure all the punishments that
were to be inflicted upon the priest, unless he complied with the
pagan rites of their religion. Alban refused, and declared, "I wor-
ship and adore the true and living God who created all things."
(The words are still used in prayer at St Alban's Abbey). The en-
raged judge ordered Alban to be scourged, thinking that a whip-
ping would weaken his resolve, but Alban bore these torments
patiently and joyfully. When the judge realized that the tortures
would not shake his faith, he gave orders for Alban to be behead-
ed.

Stained glass in St Alban’s Cathedral in
England, showing the death of Saint Al-
ban

Alban was led out to be executed and on
the way to the execution site they came
to a fast-flowing river (believed to be
the River Ver) that could not be crossed
by foot. There was a bridge, but a mob

of curious townspeople who wished to watch the execution, had
clogged the bridge and the execution party could not cross.
Wanting to arrive quickly at martyrdom, Alban raised his eyes to
heaven, and the river dried up, allowing Alban and his captors to
cross over on dry land. The astonished executioner threw down
his sword and fell at Alban's feet, praying that he might either suf-
fer with Alban or be executed for him.
The other executioners hesitated to pick up his sword, and mean-
while, Alban and they went about 500 paces to a gently sloping
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hill, completely covered with all kinds of wild flowers, and over-
looking a beautiful plain (Bede observes that it was a fittingly
beautiful place to be enriched and sanctified by a martyr's blood).

The martyrdom of St
Alban, from a 13th-
century manuscript
written and illustrated
by Matthew Paris,
now in Trinity College
Library, Dublin; note
the executioner's
eyes falling out of his
head

When Alban reached the summit of the hill, he became very
thirsty, and prayed God would give him water. A spring immedi-
ately sprang up at his feet. It was there that his head was struck
off, as well as the head of the first Roman soldier who was mirac-
ulously converted and refused to execute him. However, immedi-
ately after delivering the fatal stroke, the eyes of the second
executioner popped out of his head and dropped to the ground,
along with Alban's head, so that this second executioner could
not rejoice over Alban's death.
In later legends, Alban's head rolled downhill after his execution,
and a well sprang up where it stopped. When he heard of the mir-
acles, the astonished judge ordered further persecutions to
cease, and he began to honour the saint's death.
St Albans Cathedral now stands near the believed site of his exe-
cution, and a well is at the bottom of Holywell (pronounced “Holly-
well”) Hill.



22

St Mary’s Church 100 Club

The club will be 4 years old on 31st March. It was set up to raise
money for the Church, the incentive being four prize draws plus a
Christmas draw annually.

In 2019/20 applicants invested in shares at £12 per share. As a
result £ will have been raised towards church running costs after
prize money and licence fee have been paid.

You are now invited to renew your shares for another year, be-
ginning 1st April, 2020

The first prize draw for 2020/21 will take place in July.

Each draw comprises three winning share numbers with a first
prize of £100 and two runners up of £25. The Christmas draw has
one £100 prize. That’s 13 winners in a year!

Existing share holders wishing to renew their shares for another
year (£12 per share) need only to pay by BACS* or write a
cheque* and post or deliver it to Woodview Cottage, Birdlip Hill,
Witcombe, GL34SN or give cheque or cash to Sue Padfield
(Churchwarden) or Jon Frewin (Treasurer). Thanks to those who
have already renewed.

For new applicants, forms are available from Sue Padfield
(01452862509 suepadfield@btinternet.com) or

Jon Frewin frewinj@btinternet.com  or in church. The purchase
price is £12 per share; multiple share purchases are, of course,
acceptable.

*Cheques should be made payable to St Mary’s Church 100 Club.

Payments by BACS to 40-22-09   a/c 72514125 ref 100 Club

St Mary’s 100
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The Scouts have been continuing their Naturalist badge. They built
“Bug Hotels”

At the start of each Scout session
there is a Flag raising
ceremony.The scouts have built
mini-flagpoles that will fit into the
“Zoom”window, this is Isaac with his
flag. It is  good practice for their
knots and lashings!
The Scouts have so far completed
their IT badge,International badge,
Naturalist badge, Meteorologist
badge, and Astronautics badge.
They are  now starting on the
Scientist badge.

Scouts
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St Swithun’s day
St Swithun (Swithin)’s day is on July 15th

Swithun was the Bishop of Winchester.
On his deathbed in 862 Swithun
begged that he should be buried
outside the north wall of his cathedral
where passers-by should
pass over his grave and raindrops from
the eaves drop upon it.
According to tradition, if it rains on Saint
Swithun's bridge (Winchester) on
his feast day it will continue for forty
days. The name was originally spelt
Swithun (Old English: "strong bear-
cub").
This prediction reflects the propensity of
the English climate to get “into a rut”
especially in mid-summer.
In fact the best weather forecast (right
80% of the time) is that tomorrow’s
weather will be the same as today’s.
To be scientific there are two scenarios
:-

1: A “Blocking High” is established in mid Atlantic forcing the rain
bearing
depressions to track north of the British Isles.
2: The Jet stream establishes itself over the British isles guiding
the rain
bearing depressions straight at us.
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Throughout the Lockdown and it is week 13 tomorrow I have been
sending an email to the members.I don’t know how much they
enjoy my ramblings about what I have been doing.
I do try to keep up with what is happening with MU worldwid and
end with prayers.
Six of us have had an exciting time this afternoon, it is Kathy’s 80th
on 21st and her daughter is doing a video.
We met at St Pauls, said a few words, the MU prayer and sang
â€˜Happy Birthday.
It was great to see each other, all with much longer hair!!
We will meet again....
Kate

 15t June 2020
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Beauty and the
Tea-cup

Beauty, Hair and Tea Rooms all under one roof.
Take away, telephone orders, friendly & fun.

4 Yarnolds, Shurdington
07786 986002

Beautyandtheteacup.co.uk
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0 124 2 358 0 19 | 0 7787 14 8 14 0
paul@w indoorworkshop.co.uk

PVCU WINDOW AND DOOR REPAIR & REPLACEMENT SPECIALISTS
HAVE YOUR WINDOWS STEAMED
UP???
We will replace your broken down units and
NOT
the frames, saving you t ime, money and
hassle.
Find out how much you can save, get in touch
with
The Windoor Workshop to discuss the
options in
more detail and get a quote today.
With over 35 years experience in the industry

• Locks, hinges and handles
• Structures and glass panes
• Sealed units and glass
replacements

! Nursing, Residential and two small self – contained
units for those suffering from a confusional illness

! Elderly care and young physically disabled

All with en-suite facilities, telephones and TV

Badgeworth Court Care Centre
Badgeworth, Cheltenham

01452 715015
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SHURDINGTON NEWS
Tel: 01242 862927

Your Friendly Convenient Store
Off licence, Newspapers, Lottery.

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables,
Household Goods & D.1Y

and a wide range of goods at competitive prices

Monday to Saturday 6am to 8pm
Sunday 6am to 6pm

2, The Yarnolds, Shurdington. GL51 4SH

SHURDINGTON GARAGE
SHURDINGTON

CHELTENHAM GL5I 4XJ
For

M.O.T.s
MO.T. Repairs

Mechanical Repairs
Servicing, Welding, Tyres
Exhausts and Batteries

Tel: 01242862339
Open 6 days a week
Competitive Prices
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Have you always wanted to play the

Piano or Keyboard?
One to one adult. child and family lessons

to suit your individual requirements.
After just a few lessons you can be

playing the tunes you know.
‘Setting the standard

for piano teachers everywhere..”
Andrew Green

BBC Radio3 Broadcaster
Free Introductory Lesson

To arrange a lesson calI Simon on:
07720 400215

www.piano-Iessons.net

G K Domestic Services.
We are a local cleaning and ironing service running since 2009.
We offer weekly, fortnightly and spring cleaning also tenancy
and moving house. £13 per hour. All cleaning supplies provided.
Ironing and laundry 80p per item bedding priced separately.
Washing and drying £7 per load. Hangers and cover provided
and recycled.
Please contact Gayle on   07921 910986 / 01242 863906
For any further information.
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Michael Hannis
Tree work

Firewood
Hedge cutting
Stump grinding

Forestry
Tel: 07555 373817

Mail:

√ LANDLORD GAS SAFETY CHECKS
£60 PLUS VAT
√ ANNUAL BOILER SERVICES
£60 PLUS VAT
√  ELECTRICAL PAT TESTING
£60 PLUS VAT
√  ALL ASPECTS OF HEATING &

PLUMBING



31

Stephen Leech Ltd
Building Contractor

Property Renovation and
Maintenance

30 years experience
References available

Tel 01242 820797
Mobile 07970 951469

TC Plumbing and Heating
· Solid fuel stoves, chimney systems and liners installed

· Oil – fired boiler repairs, servicing and installation

· General plumbing

· Bathroom refurbishments

· Reliable and professional with many years experience

Telephone: 07870668194 or
01242690482
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Bittoms Barn
Stroud Road

Birdlip
Gloucester

GLOUCESTER MIXFEEDS
ANIMAL & PET FEED SUPPLIERS

01452 863462
Wild bird seed 25kg Peanuts

large sack
Feeds available for- Horse, cow, sheep, chickens, dog, cat, rabbit,

ferret, pidgeons, parrots etc..Please ring for more information
(Lane to Roman Villa between Cross Hands and Twelve Bells)

OPEN Mon-Fri 10 till 6 & Sat 9 till 1

Logs Kindling and Coal

Home:01452 863230
Mobile:07836 324825
markhannis@hotmail.co.uk
www.markhannis.co.uk

John Wilson
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

No Job too small – Free Estimates

Experienced plumber, Bathroom/Shower room/ Cloakroom
fitter for all budgets from supply and fit to just fitting clients

own products.
Tiling – Wallboards – Carpentry – Plastering Painting & Deco-

rating.

Very Competitive rates for Bathroom & Kitchen
fitting

www.kitchensandbathroomscheltenham.co.uk
For a Reliable, Clean & Friendly Service,Call John

07900 554406 - 01242 256733
Wilsonj2@blueyonder.co.uk

29 Pembroke Road Hatherley Cheltenham
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MOT & All make servicing centre
WE OFFER: FREE COLLECTION OF YOUR CAR

Diagnostics from  £20:00
Car Servicing from £99:00

                 All mechanical work
                      Brakes |Exhaust |A/C Regas

                       Welding | Batteries |Cambelts

Main Road Shurdington GL51 4XF

Opposite
The Bell

Shire Cars Ltd
www.shirecars.com

01242 861111

MAINE PLUMBING AND
TILING

All Domestic Plumbing and Tiling catered
for Including Bathroom & Shower

Installations, Radiators, Taps, Leaks etc.,
Home & Garden Maintenance

Quality, Reliability and a Tidy Job Assured
Competitive Prices with a Friendly Service

Call Maine for Free Advice
And a no obligation quotation on

01242 521368
24hr Emergency

Mobile 07729 732756
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Mobile : 07762007815 Tel: 01452 552144
Discount for O.A.P. s

www.appgeneralbuilding.co.uk
Email: aliperry@blueyonder.co.uk

APP
General Building Solutions

Bathrooms
Kitchens
Chimneys
Fireplaces

Ali Perry
Of

Witcombe

All jobs
considered
References
available
Professional work

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

CHARLTON KINGS CARPET CARE
EST 1987

FULLY INSURED.NCCA REGISTERED
FREE ESTIMATES

TRUCK MOUNTED SYSTEM PROVIDES DEEP
CLEANING FAST DRYING WITHOUT BRINGING

MACHINERY INTO THE PREMISES
E-MAIL chrisckcc@icloud.com

01242 863569
07894345262

Contact Chris Green
www.charltonkingscarpetcare.co.uk
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George Yearp
Ground and Gardening Services

07908 131194
Lawns Hedges Garden Maintenance

Fencing
Tree Pruning Landscaping &

Groundwork

Van & Driver Hire
Like Self-Drive - Without Having to Drive.
Day, Half-day & Hourly Rates Available

Only Pay For What You Use

Sorry, no tip runs due to Council Regulations

Voicemail / Text: 07541 573167
Email:aardaadzvaan@gmail.com
Rob Poole, 11 Stansby Crescent, Churchdown
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Gas Safe Registered
&

Over 20 Years
Experience

No Job too small please give me a call!
Tel: 01242 250497 Tel: 01452 552192

Mobile: 07816 103709
Email: ntboothroyd@hotmail.co.uk

J.P. Townsend Son
Est.1963

We purchase Furniture, Books, Bric-a-Brac
Tools, Gardenalia, Old Motorbikes, Mopeds and

Bicycles
A complete bereavement  house clearance service

Ullenwood Park Farm, Ullenwood
01242 870169/870223 - 07768086844

N.T. Boothroyd
Plumbing and Heating Engineer
All Plumbing & Heating Work Undertaken
√ Boiler & Fire Servicing
√ Landlord Certificates & Safety Checks
√ System Cleaning By Power Flushing
√ Complete Central Heating Systems
√ Radiators & Thermostatic Valves
√ Tap Washers & Ball Valves
√ Taps, Toilets, Baths, Basins & Sinks
√ Shower Installations
√ Leaks, Burst Pipes & Pipe Lagging

Helping Hands Catering – for all your catering needs
Specialists in Funeral catering - Buffet tailored to suit all occasions
and dietary requirements.
Homemade food – We can provide a full waitress service, hire of
crockery, cutlery and table linen. Flowers for the tables.
Catering either at your own home or chosen venue – Delivery only
available

Julie Miller 01242 701127 or 07909917805
Julie Howse 01242 861301 or 07971246431

www.helpinghandscateringforyou.com
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Cheltenham
Antique

Market
Over 300 Chandeliers - Always in Stock

Italian • French • Dutch • English

54 Suffolk Road, Cheltenham, GL50 2AQ

Tel: 01242 529812

Computer Playing up?
· Virus, Spyware, Malware removal
· Slow Computer
· Printer setup or fault
· Internet or wi-fi problem
· Secure Computer Disposal, Hard Disks

erased
· Software fault diagnosis
· Computer Tuition
· Computer Health Check
· Half day rates available

Call Churchdown Computers
telephone:  Mark on 01452 534668
email:  mark@churchdowncomputers.co.uk
mobile:  Mark on 07557 483438
web:  www.churchdowncomputers.co.uk
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www. cleevelymemorials. co. uk

CLEEVELY MEMORIALS
Visit Our Showroom & Workshop

See Our Craftsmen At Work
-Professional Friendly Family Business
- Discounts For Senior Citizens
-Home Visits Arranged
-Ample Free Parking
-Send For A Free Brochure
-Our Reputation is your Guarantee

CHELTENHAM 01242 236236
Unit 5B, 83 Prestbury Road,

Cheltenham GL52 2DR
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Tim Turton
Gardening

07580 802334
flyingturtino@madasafish.com

Garden Maintenance & Repair, Lawn Care
Weeding, Hedge Cutting,Fencing & Landscaping

Discover our unique setting and
celebrate the next chapter In your life
§ Caring and Professional Staff on hand
whenever you need them - 24 hours a day
§ Enjoy new friendships in our supportive
and comfortable setting
§ Spend the day how you please - knowing
our capable hands are close by at all times
§ Daily activities and entertainments
Freshly prepared meals, cooked with pride
Don’t struggle at home - come and enjoy the
Hampton House experience
For more information call 01242 520527
or visit our website
www.HamptonHouseCare.co.uk
Hampton House, 94 Leckhampton
Road, Cheltenham, GL53 0BN

BEDDING PLANTS  POT PLANTS
ALL AVAILABLE IN SEASON

HANGING BASKETS SHRUBS PERENNIALS

Greenway Nurseries
LANDSCAPING ORNAMENTS

BAGS OF POTTING COMPOST, COAL AND FIREWOOD
(Open 7 days a week)

Opposite Badgeworth Lane 01242 862248
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MARK HAZELL
INTERIOR DECORATION AND DESIGN

Go to www.markhazell.co.uk
Email Mark on mark@markhazell.co.uk
Tel: 01452 864634 Mobile: 07976 253827

§ All internal and external
decorating work undertaken
§ Interior design service
§ Professional team of

decorators
§ Specialist in hanging all

wallpapers and silks
§ Specialist paint effects
§ Paint spraying

§ Property maintenance
§ Over 25 years experience
§ Member of the Painting and

Decorating Association
§ Fully insured
§ Specialist in period property,

churches, offices, pubs,
hotels, Shops,Country
Houses.

Bamfurlong Lane, Cheltenham,
GL51 6SL

01452 713124

flowers@dundrynurseries.co.uk
www.dundrynurseries.co.uk

For all your gardening needs
Visit us for seed potatoes, home grown bedding and vegetable plants,

shrubs and trees, compost, and
house plants.

 Sending flowers? Send ours!

We send flowers Locally, Nationally & Internationally
Open 7 Days
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Kitchens Bathrooms & Bedrooms
� Professional, reliable and friendly service by your

local company
� Free design and

consultation service
� Showroom displays
� Free customer parking
� Open Mon-Sat

113a Hucclecote Rd, Gloucester,GL3 3TS
01452 621212

www.tbssouthwest.com
email. Sales@tbssouthwest.com



42

JOHN HARTLAND

FIREWOOD LOGS & KINDLING
Delivered-small and large loads

07811340975 01684275859 www.glosfirewood.co.uk
Mobile firewood processing unit, log splitting service,

tractor hedge trimming and bailing

Mobile Hair Stylist
Julie Parker

Telephone:01452 863506
Or 0772 555 6782

Problem with Moles
Traditional mole control. No gas, chemicals or poisons used.
Fully insured, Member of the Guild of British Molecatchers

and British Traditional Molecatchers Register.
NO MOLE - NO FEE

Contact Graham on 01452 615280 or 079509 62035
www.brockworthmolecontrol.co.uk

 Quality Feet
 Professional Foot
 Care with a Smile.
Cheryl Brotherton
S.A.C. dip RFHP

Registered Foot Health Practitioner.
Mobile nail cutting and general foot care.

Tel or text:  07904 305349  Email: qualityfeet@outlook.com
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FOR ALL YOUR DECORATING NEEDS
A.P.D. ACTON

8 LECKHAMPTON VIEW
SHURDINGTON CHELTENHAM

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR FULLY INSURED
PAINTER & DECORATOR FREE ESTIMATES

TEL TONY : 01242 863054
MOBILE 07990 671331

E-mail: apd.acton@blueyonder.co.uk

UK Blinds (Gloucester)
Vertical, Roller, venetian & pleated

Curtains and Roman blinds
Plantation Shutters

To book a home visit and free quotation please tel.
01452538945

www.gloucestershireblinds.com

ALL FURNITURE PERIOD & MODERN
CONSERVED & RESTORED

KEITH BAWDEN
01452 862280 01452 863566

0778 739 7106
www.bawdenantiques.co.uk

keith.bawden@icloud.com
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SHURDINGTON CHURCH HALL
School Lane, Shurdington

lettings for groups and private functions
Rates £22 large room, £16.50 small room per session

Further details from
Mrs Julie Miller Tel. 01242 701127 (no later than 8pm please)

WITCOMBE & BENTHAM VILLAGE HALL
Enquiries should be made to

Custodian
07518 137635

witcombevillagehall@gmail.com
www.witcombevillagehall.co.uk

BADGEWORTH VILLAGE HALL
Badgeworth Village Hall

Our newly refurnished old school hall is an excellent venue for
rehearsals, meetings, receptions and small parties, seating a

maximum of 50 people.
Reception hall, main hall and fully fitted kitchen. New car park

for hall users (opposite hall).

Hire charge per session: £20 (8am-1pm, 1pm-6pm, 6pm-11pm)
For enquiries and bookings, please contact
Rachel Cottell on 01452 715034 or email

badgeworthvillagehall@gmail.com

SHURDINGTON SOCIAL CENTRE
Bishop Road

CENTURY & MILLENNIUM HALLS
For further details contact Bookings Secretary:

Paul Calleja-Gera - 07770 480272
Visit our village Web Site http://www.shurdington.org


