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#TheParishThisMonth...

A nightly visitor to the Clarke household. We are getting through 
almost 25kg of food a week feeding the birds, hedgehogs etc. This 
little chap is unable to fly now - he has grown too fat!

A thumbs up from Simeon for his new home!
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Churchyard Corn Marigolds

Cover picture by Revd. Pete. Good work Sir!
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to the August 2020 edition of 
Connected.

This month Claire Nutt writes 
about the search for serenity at 
the coast, and pushes against the 
tide of uncertainty that surrounds 
us all. Claire also shares Serenity 
Prayer by Reinhold Niebuhr. 
Written towards the end of the 
last War it still remains relevant 
to us today.

Tony Service looks forward 
to the first Methodist Service 
since lockdown to be held on 
16th August, but laments the 
setting aside of many of the key 
ingredients of Methodism, and in 
particular the lusty singing that 
forms a vital part of their worship.

Charlotte Watson reports on 
the putting together of Prayer 
Bags to help maintain continuing 
support for families during the 

summer break whilst face to 
face activities for children & 
young people has had to cease 
temporarily.

The rest of the magazine is all 
my fault.

The Brayton Parish Website 
(www.StWil fr idsParish.com) 
sends out notices of Services 
and events in St Francis and St 
Wilfrid’s, but only to subscribers. 
It is easy to subscribe on the 
website, so why not use this 
method of staying up-to-date 
on news in the Parish? It is of 
course free.

Printed copies of Connected 
delivered to your door cost £5 
a year (£4 for pensioners) , or 
you can pick up a single copy 
for 75p in Brayton Post Office 
or, in normal times, from any of 
the Churches mentioned within 

these pages. Subscriptions run 
from June each year. Thanks to 
those who have already paid the 
2020 annual subscriptions. These 
subscriptions almost cover the 
cost of the paper and printing. 
If possible please pay the person 
who delivers your Connected by 
cheque made out to ‘Brayton 
PCC’, or by on-line payment.

You may also download 
Connected free from the 
St Wilfrid’s website www.
StWilfridsParish.com.

Articles for Connected are 
always gratefully received, by the 
11th of the month please.

John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com

Welcome

More About Jam

Waiting in Selby recently for the bank 
queue to go down, I was approached 
by a one time gym-bunny and 
financial genius.
“Great News!”, he announced. 
“Following your article last month 

about Sheila’s jam I’ve arranged a 
fantastic deal - a massive discount off 
future purchases. One jar for £1.50 
or three for a fiver”.
Sometimes its not what you know 
but who you know... 
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I love going to the coast, there 
is something special about being 
beside the sea that creates a 
sense of peace and tranquillity, a 
place of serenity in the business 
of life. Even with people around, 
children building sandcastles, 
dogs running around and even 
with the waves crashing, I still 
feel serene.

Perhaps this is partly due to 
living most of my life by the sea!

Iain and I (and Penny) have 
enjoyed a few visits to the coast 
during lockdown. This has helped 
with my own mental wellbeing 
during this difficult time. A way to 
escape even just for a few hours, 
a time to forget even just briefly 
the impact Covid-19 has had and 
continues to have on our society.

It has now been over 100 days 
since the UK went into lockdown 
and although shops and pubs, for 
example, may have begun to re-
open, life is still far from returning 

to normal- far from the “good 
old days” as we knew it before. 
There is still the possibility that 
we may go back into lockdown 
especially when we head into the 
winter months. 

The unpredictability of this 
situation for myself, and I suspect 
for many others, is one of the 
hardest to cope with. I am the 
type of person who likes to know 
what is happening; I like to be 

able to plan, and I do not like it 
when things do not go according 
to that plan.

During this time my thoughts 
have often taken me back to 
that well-known prayer; “God 
give us grace to accept with 
serenity the things that cannot 
be changed”. For me these words 
are a constant reminder that this 
current crisis is out of my hands. 
It is a reminder that there are 
things that we can control and 
some we cannot. For example, 

we cannot control the spread of 
the virus, but we can control how 
we choose to respond.

The word serenity means a 
state of being serene - to be calm 
and at peace. A place that allows 
us to disconnect from the outside 
world. A place that allows us to 
be at peace.

You may not be able to get 
to the coast or even to a local 
park, but maybe you can create 

a place of serenity in your own 
garden or home. It is important 
for our mental wellbeing that we 
find our own serenity, wherever 
that may be.
The Serenity Prayer was written 
by Reinhold Niebuhr who was 
an influential German pastor. His 
words are poignant, as he wrote 
this prayer near the end of World 
War II, during a time of great 
uncertainty and not knowing 
what the repercussions would 
be for years to come. As with 

Dear Friends
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God, give us grace to accept with serenity
the things that cannot be changed,
Courage to change the things
which should be changed,
and the Wisdom to distinguish
the one from the other.
Living one day at a time,
Enjoying one moment at a time,
Accepting hardship as a pathway to peace,
Taking, as Jesus did, 
this sinful world as it is,  
not as I would have it,
Trusting that You will make all things right,  
if I surrender to Your will,
So that I may be reasonably happy in this life,
And supremely happy with You 
forever in the next.
Amen

today’s crisis, we do not know 
when things will come to an end, 
and when they do, the lasting 
ramifications on our society will 
be seen for years to come.

Niebuhr’s prayer was written 
to encourage others to put 
their trust in God during great 
uncertainty. It was a reminder 

that we are not walking the path 
alone, for God is with us and to 
take one day at a time. Although 
written for a different time this 
prayer is as relevant today as it 
was when it was written.

So, where do you find your 
serenity? Maybe you could use 
the Serenity Prayer as part of 

your daily prayer life, perhaps 
repeating it to help you to keep 
your eyes fixed on Jesus during 
these uncertain times.

Claire Nutt
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Reinhold Niebuhr
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Last month, my first sentence in 
the Brayton Methodist News said 
that it was probably the first time 
since 2004 (when I wrote our 
first Brayton News page) that 
I found I had nothing to offer. 
Because of the continuing closure 
of our church buildings due to 
the pandemic, we had no worship 
services and no church activities 
in June and there was nothing 
planned for July.

In fact, March 15 was the last 
time we met for worship, having 
to then forego all our subsequent 
special services – Mothering 
Sunday, Holy Week, Easter, 
Chapel Anniversary, Pentecost – 
which then created a total vacuum 
for magazine writers. Nothing is 
happening so there is nothing to 
focus on or write about. Many, 
like me, had received the official 
NHS and Government letters 
telling us we were like lepers in 
times of old – isolated, hidden 
away and told never to venture 
beyond the front door until the 
next millennium. So I couldn’t 
even write about the outside 
world because I didn’t even know 
if the outside world still existed. 
(Does it now? Please write and 
tell me – I would love to know 
what is happening beyond the 
bounds of our estate in Brayton!)

But that comment about 2004 
prompted a few responses passed 
on to me. John, in his opening 
Welcome, made a reference to it, 
commenting I did well to fill two 
pages when I had nothing to write 
about. Another person, who said 
she was an avid reader of the 
Methodist page (I never realised 
such people existed, especially 
among non-Methodists!) said 
I should have repeated what I 
wrote in 2004 to see if anybody 
remembered it.

That reminded me of one 
occasion in October when I was 
preaching in a local chapel on 
“The Inspiration of Scripture”, 
based on 2 Timothy 3.14 - 4.5. 
Three years later (those familiar 
with the church (lectionary) Bible 
readings will know there is a three 
year cycle after which we start 
again with the same readings), 
I found myself leading worship 
when the New Testament reading 
was, once again, the reading 
from Timothy. Due to various 
commitments, I remember being 
very short of time for worship 
preparation so, knowing I had 
some notes already filed for this 
passage, I updated the sermon 
and shared my message with the 
congregation.

After the service, several 
people made appreciative 
comments about the sermon 
for which I was grateful. It was 
only when I returned home that 
I realised I had repeated the same 
service I had used three years 
previously in the same church but 
nobody in the congregation had 
noticed, or had the temerity to 
mention it! So much for making 
a lasting impression! Which 
confirms that if people cannot 

remember three years back, I’m 
sure they will never remember 
anything I wrote sixteen years 
ago – or even sixteen months 
ago! But you never know. Often 
people do remember things from 
a service but, rather than the 
important items, it is more often 
the inconsequential funny stories 
or the times you made a superb 
gaffe or blunder.

The ruling body of the 
Methodist Church, the Methodist 
Conference (similar in many 
ways to the General Synod of 
the Church of England) meeting 
virtually at the end of June, sent 
out advice and guidance in early 
July about the re-opening of our 
chapels. As with our sermons 
and other activities, we rarely use 
one word if we can be prolific! 
So, page after page of guidance 
and advice of biblical proportions 
left us gasping for a cup of coffee 
and, in my case, several of those 
superb ginger biscuits which Mrs 
Service makes so excellently. 
After scanning all the things we 
needed to do or should be doing, 
I gave a very grateful prayer of 
thanks that my responsibilities at 
Brayton do not include property 
management or church steward 

Methodist News
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(our equivalent of a church 
warden).

The readers of this excellent 
magazine do not deserve to be 
subjected to all the requirements 
we will have to deal with before 
we can re-open our chapel doors 
but, provided we do everything 

right and proper, we could open 
in mid-July. (at the time of writing, 
I am looking forward, although 
those reading this will be moving 
their calendars into August).

Like the rest of the world, 
much of the Methodist Church 
has moved into Zooming and 
You Tubing. So we had a Zoomed 
Church Council Meeting and 
decided we would contact 
everybody who normally comes 
to chapel on a Sunday morning to 
ascertain when they would like or 
feel comfortable with a return to 
Sunday worship. Not surprisingly, 
we had a variety of opinions.

It has now been decided that 
we will have our first service on 
Sunday August 16th which will be 
a service of Holy Communion 
led by our minister, Rev Philip 
Macdonald. This will be a 
precursor - a “try out” - before 
we open on a regular basis and will 

give us an opportunity to review 
how we should best proceed. We 
may continue having services on 
August 23rd and 30th or we may 
hold off until September 6th. It’s a 
case of “Watch this Space”.

Now we all know about social 
distancing, hand hygiene, no hand 
shaking and so on but the rules 
about worship left us gasping even 
more than reading and trying to 
understand the re-opening rules 
mentioned above. We anticipated 
using our extended back area for 
worship as well as the chapel area 
and sitting in alternative rows 
suitably distanced from each other 

but the following restrictions are 
– well, Over The Top! Well, they 
are not really OTT and we do 
need to be very careful, especially 
with so many older (I don’t see 
myself as elderly!) and vulnerable 
people but this is what we were 
told.
• No communal hymn singing 

is allowed – although an 
individual may sing

• No corporate spoken or sung 
responses are allowed

• No corporate prayers (i.e. the 
Lord’s Prayer) are allowed

• No corporate chanting is 
allowed

• No offering plate can be passed 
around the congregation

• People cannot stop and talk 
after the service, but will 
leave the church in a socially 
distanced way

• Refreshments cannot be 
served afterwards – the 
church is open for the act of 
worship only – it is not a social 
gathering

• The act of worship should 
last for no more than 30 - 45 
minutes

How did most of us react to 
this? We were flabbergasted, 
flummoxed and flustered! 

I mean, “Methodism was born 
in song” – well-known words 
at the beginning of the Preface 
in our 1933 Methodist Hymn 
Book. We love singing hymns 
and we sing them with gusto 
and enthusiastically. No hymns? 
You’re joking! No Lord’s Prayer? 
But it is the one prayer we all 
know and love, the one we always 
have in every Sunday morning 
service!

No collection? Can you imagine 
a service with no offering plate 
(or bag in our case)? It is the 
opportunity for everybody to 
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contribute to the mission of the 
church and to the upkeep of our 
premises. It is the opportunity 
for jokers to crack their one-
liners. “There was a Scotsman 
and a Yorkshireman in church. 
When the collection plate came 
round, the Scotsman fainted and 
the Yorkshireman carried him 
out.” When I was in my teens, 
the collection was always in the 
middle of the service, before 
the sermon, so it was a good 
opportunity to unwrap your 
sweets ready to eat during the 
sermon! Can we be forgiven!

No chatting before or after 
the service, no coffee or tea, 
no biscuits, to revive ourselves 
at the end of the service? I’ve 
never been to a Sunday morning 
service when chatting has been 
forbidden, whether that is in 
Brayton chapel, or any other 
chapel in this area or when we 

have been on holiday. It is the 
only way to meet people, to learn 
what is going on, to catch up with 
the gossip. Can you imagine a 

group of our ladies not being 
able to talk? It would be worse 
than having – well, a number of 
suggestions come to mind but I’ll 
hold my tongue (since no chatting 
is now permitted)!

And no act of worship longer 
than 30-45mins. When my 
sermons are at least 20mins how 
can you have an act of worship 
in 30–45mins? No wonder I and 
others are totally flabbergasted, 
flummoxed and flustered! But 

that is the new way of worship, 
one we will have to get use to 
for the foreseeable future. My 
sincere hope is that we do not 
have another coronavirus spike 
during the winter months when 
we will need to repeat all this 
again.

Unprecedented is a word 
which has been used an awful 
amount in recent months and 
this pandemic will be discussed 
and written about for years to 
come. It is unprecedented and 
its consequences totally beyond 
anything we have ever known or 
are ever likely to know. Let’s hope 
there is a positive conclusion 
where we can put it behind us as 
a once only historical event?

Tony Service

Speaking of my short (!) 20 
minute sermons, and going back 
to my remarks on 2004, one of 
my Brayton friends remarked, 
“When I spoke the other night 
about services without hymns, 
I wondered whether sermons 
would be extending?” and she 
quoted me a story from a family 
book about East Yorkshire 
sermons. It is one I have heard 
before but it still brings a smile, 
especially when I recall preaching 
at a small chapel in Fellbeck way 
back in 1969. I was sharing the 
leadership of a Youth Weekend 
at Pateley Bridge and we had been 
invited to lead worship at their 
afternoon service at 2:30pm. 
At 2:29pm two farming couples 
arrived and that was the  sum 
total of local congregation.

Here is the East Riding story 

with the local dialect translated 
into passable English.

“A minister went to preach 
in a village chapel and, found on 
arrival just one local farmer was 
there. They waited for 15 minutes 
but nobody else turned up so the 
minister indicated that he would 
go back home. “Look”, said the 
farmer, “if I went to a field with 
a load of hay and only one beast 
turned up, do you think I’d let it 
starve?” The minister took the 
hint and started the service. He 
had five hymns, two long prayers, 
three bible readings, a collection 
and preached a sermon which 
was nearly an hour long. The 
whole service lasted more than 
90 minutes. 

After saying the benediction, 
the minister reached out to shake 

the farmer’s hand to say goodbye 
but it was ignored. The farmer 
looked at the minister with a glint 
in his eye. “but I didn’t say I give 
him the whole blessed cartload!”

Tony Service

“There was a 
Scotsman and a 
Yorkshireman...

Turn the Udder Cheek & Moo On...
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Bags of Prayers
The Covid-19 Lockdown 
has meant that our face to 
face activities for children 
and young people have had 
to cease for the time being. 
That hasn’t meant that they 
have stopped however. 
Throughout Lockdown, we 
have been continuing to 
connect with children, young 
people and families through 
Zoom Fun Club and Zone 
sessions, and through email, 
Whatsapp and Facebook.

As part of that support, 
the team at St Wilfrid’s 
is putting together some 
Prayer Bags to be given as 
gifts to the children who 
are part of Friday Fun Club, 
Alive@5 or Junior Church. 
Creating the bags is a team 
effort involving the Craft 
Group who are making the cloth 
bags (a huge thank you to them) 
and the Families Team.

Each bag will contain activities 
to help children and families think 
about how God is involved in all 
aspects of their lives and to invite 
them to talk to Him. The activities, 
which include playdough, Lego, 
bubbles, scratch art and scarves, 
invite us to thank him for all the 
good things we have in our lives, 

and to ask Him for help with the 
things we find hard. The bubble 
prayers activity is recorded 
below- perhaps this is something 
that adult readers could try whilst 
doing the washing up.

Around 30 bags are being put 
together. If any family would 
like one please email Rev Pete 
(rector@stwilfrids parish.com) 
or message us via our St Wilfrid’s 
Church Facebook page and 
we would be delighted to give 

you one. Whilst you’re there 
you might want to check out 
our Families page for more fun 
activities and songs.

Please remember our children 
and families in your prayers.

Charlotte Watson

Bubble Prayers
Blow some bubbles and as each one rises up and then pops think 
of it as a prayer going to God. As you blow, think of and say some 
things you’d like to say thank you to God for, or something you would 
like to ask God for help with. If you feel worried about something, 
tell God about it and watch the bubbles float away or pop them to 
show that you have given that worry to God.

Stephanie Taylor
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When morning in russet and saffron clad

Is mantling the hills in a dew-soft plaid

To the song of the moorland two-wings glad

Let my heart upraise;

When light creeps in through the chinks of the door

When the mist ascends from the mountain floor,

When the ocean shimmers like burnished ore,

Let me give thee praise.

O God of the morning, Christ of the hills,

O Spirit who all the firmament fills,

O Trinity blest who all goodness wills,

Keep us all our days.

M
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From Prayers of the Western Highlanders
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Open for Business Again
Following the recent Government 
announcement that church 
buildings were able to reopen 
for public worship from 4th July, 
the Bishop of London, Sarah 
Mullally, who leads the Church 
of England’s Recovery Group, 
said that the months since 
lockdown began “have been an 
extraordinary time - the first 
period without public worship 
and the sacraments in England in 
more than 800 years.” 

She said also that there will have 
been “real joy” as people began “to 
come together again – if even at a 
physical distance – but I also know 
that many will be understandably 
cautious at this news.

“We will not be returning 
to normality overnight - this 
is the next step on a journey. 
We’ve been planning carefully, 
making detailed advice available 
for parishes to enable them to 
prepare to hold services when 
it is safe and practical to do so. 
It is important to say that the 
change in Government guidance 
is permissive, not prescriptive.

“I would particularly like to 
thank clergy and lay leaders for 
all they have done during the time 
our buildings have been closed.”

Bishop Sarah warned that there 
will still be restrictions, “and we 
must all still do everything we 
can to limit the spread of the 
virus… The online services and 
dial-in worship offerings we have 
become used to will continue.

“This has been an incredibly 
difficult time for the whole 
country, especially for those 
who have been ill, who have 
suffered financial hardship, the 
loss of livelihoods and indeed, 
for many, those they love. We 
know that is not over and the 
Church has a task ahead to bring 

consolation and hope.
“Churches and cathedrals have 

risen to the recent challenges, 
finding new ways of meeting 
for worship, of serving our 
neighbours, and of reaching new 
people with the love of God. The 
challenge before us now is to 
take the next steps carefully and 
safely, without forgetting all that 
we’ve discovered about God and 
ourselves on the way.”

St Wilfrid’s has now reopened  
for a Said Holy Communion  
Service at 9:30am on Sunday 

Mornings, and also for private 
prayer on Wednesdays 2-4pm. 
Social distancing and other safety 
measures will be maintained. See 
the Parish  Notices on page 18 
for further details.

John Clarke
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Between 1999 and 2001, during 
the razzmatazz of the millennium 
celebrations, there was an 
opportunity for artists to place 
work on the empty fourth 
column in Trafalgar Square – 
The Fourth Plinth Project that 
was commissioned by the Royal 
Society. The first object put 
on the plinth was Ecce Homo, 
or Behold the Man, a reference 
to the words of Pontius Pilate 
at the trial of Jesus (John 19:5). 

This was a life-sized figure of 
Christ, realised in white marble 
resin, almost naked, with his 
hands bound behind his back and 
wearing a crown of barbed wire.

Mark Wallinger, who created 
the work, described his thinking, 
“I consciously made Him life-size. 
We are made in God’s image, 
and He was made in our image”. 
Located on the top the huge 
plinth, designed for larger-than-
life statuary, it looked minuscule. 
Some commentators said that, 
far from making the Man look 
insignificant, its apparent tininess 
drew the eye powerfully; they 

interpreted it as a commentary 
on human delusions of grandeur.

Yet art, particularly good art, 
like good religion, questions our 
answers more than answers our 
questions. Ecce Homo was later 
erected at the top of the steps 
outside the entrance to St Paul’s 
Cathedral during Lent in 2017, in 
a partnership between St Paul’s 
and Amnesty International. 

In this location a different 
interpretation was possible – it 

highlighted the plight of people 
imprisoned and threatened for 
speaking the truth, for what 
they believe, and to shine a light 
on human rights abuse. Kate 
Allen, director of Amnesty, said: 
“The story of Christ - arrested, 
tortured and executed for 
peacefully expressing his opinions 
and for challenging the authorities 
of the time - still resonates around 
the world today. The sculpture is 
a strikingly vulnerable figure and 
is representative of the type of 
cases that we at Amnesty still 
work on today - the oppressed 
individual caused to suffer simply 

for their beliefs”.
Two different implementations 

of the work, and two very 
different readings. However the 
art is only a representation of 
these different ideas, and perhaps 
we should note that the Bible 
has always been cautious of 
putting people on pedestals. It 
shows us all sides of the people 
it records, warts and all. Moses 
was a murderer, David was an 
adulterer, Paul persecuted the 

first Christians, and Peter denied 
Christ.  All of us have faults, and 
few deserve to be memorialised 
in stone or marble. Rather, we 
are gently encouraged to love 
God and to love our neighbour as 
ourselves. Maybe that’s the best 
lesson that we can draw from the 
work.

John Clarke

God in the Arts

Image Copyright Amnesty International
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At this time of year we enjoy 
the fruits of our gardens, fields 
and hedgerows: vegetables ripen, 
crops are harvested, and berries 
begin to show bright among 
the leaves. Much of this growth 
started with a few seeds in 
spring: the miracle of life coming 
from small dead-looking things. 
There is a league table of long-
lived seeds. The winners so far 
are from the narrow-leafed 
campion, buried by squirrels in 

the Siberian permafrost over 
30,000 years ago. When those 
seeds finally germinated, they 
became healthy plants that 
flowered and produced seeds of 
their own.

The Bible contains many links 
between seeds and spiritual 
growth, and the parable of the 
sower is the most famous (in 
Matthew 13). A person may 
hear or experience something of 
God which has the potential to 
germinate into a life of following 
Him, resulting in the fruit of 
others coming to know God too. 
But things can happen that snatch 

that seed away, killing it before 
it has finished germinating, or 
choking its growth.

What about the knowledge 
of God that gets trampled, 
churned too deep in the mire of 
life to receive the warmth and 
light it needs to develop into 
faith? Buried seeds don’t always 
die, but they can lie dormant, 
remaining alive but inactive 
until the earth is turned over. 
The possibility of that moment 

of connecting with something 
divine, scrap of knowledge, or 
snatch of conversation resulting 
in a changed life may seem 
infinitesimally small, but it’s not 
zero. The seed may be incredibly 
tough, just waiting for a chance 
to grow.

The Gospel narrative plays on 
the fact that it took a long time 
for the disciples to understand 
the full implications of Jesus’ 
teaching: a germination process 
that took many of them three 
or more years. They could have 
been discouraged, but Jesus was 
not. I don’t think it’s too much 

of stretch to draw out of the 
parable of the sower to include 
the observation that it can take 
a long time, sometimes decades, 
for people to work their way 
through the various barriers, 
sticking points, and phases of 
forgetfulness that may keep them 
from following through on their 
spiritual experience. When we 
finally receive – or are open to – 
the encouragement, challenge, or 
experience that helps our faith in 

Christ grow, we can experience 
the rich fruit of a transformed life. 

Dr Ruth M Bancewicz

Church Engagement Director 
at The Faraday Institute 
for Science and Religion in 
Cambridge

God in the Sciences

Sowing in the Conservation Area
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As I watch
She climbs the steps steadily,
Holding the handrail,
Her two-year old feet following each other
Rhythmically, unhesitatingly
To the platform at the top
Where she sits down
And freezes.

Holding tight to the sides,
Knees up, feet flat
She judders down a little way
Then looks up.
Her eyes meet my smile, my outstretched arms –
And she takes her hands off the edge of the slide,
Shooting forward with a squeal of delight,
Trusting the love she knows.

Lord, I have climbed so steadily,
I have come so far,
in my own strength,
Holding on, holding back,
Sometimes freezing.
But I am your child,
Today I will lift my eyes
And meet your smile,
your outstretched arms,

I will lift my juddering feet - 
And take my hands off
the edge of the slide
Released to ride,
by your Spirit, 
Into the freedom of your will,
Trusting the Love I know.

Th
e S

li
de

Daphne Kitching
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I have a mate, Lawrence, who 
told me about a plant growing 
between the kerbstones outside 
of his home. “It’s called Japanese 
knotweed, and the council is 
looking to spray it. But my 
neighbour has already strimmed 
his bit and I’m thinking of doing the 
same...”. He wasn’t in the slightest 
bit bothered about this alien plant 
in the road only a few inches from 
his boundary, and on reflection 
I’m not sure that Lawrence had 
heard of the dreaded Japanese 
knotweed before.

Happily it turned out that the 
plant wasn’t Japanese knotweed, 
but is there anything in your 

garden which is beginning to 
worry you? Something that is 
growing too fast, spreading too 
quickly, for you to keep up with?

Gardeners across the country 
are being asked by the Botanical 
Society of Britain and Ireland 
(BSBI) and the University of 
Coventry to find – and report 
– the next Japanese knotweed 
before it ‘jumps the garden fence’ 
and causes havoc next door.

Japanese knotweed and 
Himalayan balsam both began 
innocently, as pretty ornamental 
garden plants. Then they escaped 
and have since marched across 
the UK like something out of War 

of the Worlds, causing immense 
damage to homes and waterways. 

During the regular Churchyard 
tidying event (last Saturday 
morning in the month, usually...) 
Mrs Clarke and I found several 
Himalayan balsam plants growing 
in the Rectory garden, but through 
early action we eradicated them. 
Otherwise I doubt that a visitor 
would be able to find the front 
door just now.

So now the question is: can 
you help a citizen science project 
to identify the next plant which 
could become a similar menace? 
The project is called Plant Alert. 
It offers you an easy way to 
report any ornamental plants in 
your garden that you suspect are 
becoming aggressive. Just go to:  
https://bsbi.org/plant-alert

Scientists say to look out for:  
vigorous growth, prolific self-
seeding, longer flowering periods. 
Plants which are logged on the 
Plant Alert app will be studied 
by botanists, and potentially 
restricted from sale. 

Kevin Walker, head of science 
at BSBI, says: “Bitter experience 
has shown that species that are 
invasive in gardens are also the 
ones that are likely to ‘jump the 
fence’ and cause problems in the 
wild.”

John Clarke

Foreign Invaders

Japanese knotweed
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After the Bible, John Bunyan’s 
wonderful Christian allegory, the 
Pilgrim’s Progress, is one of the 
most celebrated and widely-read 
books in the English language. It 
has been translated into more 
than 100 languages around the 
world and keeps its place as a 
Christian classic.

Names of people and places 

from its pages have been 
commonplace wherever English 
is spoken. We need only recall 
Mr Great-Heart, Mr Valiant-for-
Truth, Giant Despair, Madame 
Bubble, the Slough of Despond, 
Vanity Fair, the Delectable 
Mountains, the Hill Difficulty and 
the Celestial City.

Bunyan was born on 28 
November 1628, at Elstow, near 
Bedford, England, of a poor family. 
He had little formal education 
and his father taught him to be a 
metal worker. His first wife died 
young. His second wife, Elizabeth, 
helped him considerably with 
his blossoming literary career. 
His conversion was the result 

of reading the Bible, and the 
witness of local Christians. From 
that time the Bible became the 
great inspiration of his life. He 
wrote more than 50 books 
on Christianity. A Baptist by 
conviction, he had little time for 
the Established Church.

Bunyan became a popular 
preacher, but because of his 

opposition to the Established 
Church and because he did 
not have a Church of England 
preaching licence, he was 
imprisoned in 1661. It was in 
prison that he wrote Pilgrim’s 
Progress. It was not only Bunyan’s 
greatest book, but was destined 
to become one of the most 
popular Christian books in the 
world.

Pilgrim’s Progress is an allegory, 
using the names of people and 
places from the Bible to teach 
spiritual lessons. The vivid and 
unforgettable imagery in the 
Pilgrim’s Progress covers the 
whole Christian gospel from sin 
and condemnation all the way 

through faith, repentance, grace, 
justification, sanctification, and 
perseverance to heaven itself.

Bunyan died on 31st August 
1688. His portrayal of the 
death of Mr Valiant For Truth 
is Bunyan at his allegorical best. 
This brave old soldier of Jesus 
Christ had received his summons 
to ‘go home.’ Calling his friends 

together he says, ‘“My sword I 
give to him who shall succeed me 
in my pilgrimage …  My marks 
and scars I carry with me, to be a 
witness for me, that I have fought 
His battles, who will now be my 
rewarder.” … So he passed over, 
and all the trumpets sounded for 
him on the other side...’

John Clarke

What God Says is Best...
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Tourists!
Have you ever got into trouble 
while abroad? The true story is 
told of a group of tourists who 
went to Israel some years ago and 
arrived in Jerusalem very eager to 
see the sites of the old city. 

Four members of the group 
were so engrossed in taking 
pictures of each other by the 
Wailing Wall that they ignored 
the summons from the tour group 
leader to go back to the bus. A 
little while later, they realised 

that they were all on their own 
in Jerusalem. That’s when their 
problems started.  

The four tourists decided to 
head back to their hotel. But no 
one could remember the exact 
name of the hotel. So, they hailed 
a taxi, and asked it to drive around 
Jerusalem looking for the hotel. 
An hour or so later, the driver 
gave up and demanded payment. 

That’s when they discovered 

that they did not have enough 
money to pay the driver. 

So the driver took them to 
the police, who demanded some 
identification. That’s when the 
four tourists remembered that 
they had left their passports in 
the hotel safe...   

Some hours later, the tour 
guide tracked down the missing 
tourists. They greeted her with 
tears of relief as she provided the 
police with their passports, paid 

their debt, and prepared to lead 
them safely back to their hotel. 
The police gave some parting 
advice to the tourists: “From 
now on, you stay close to your 
friend!”

Stay close to your friend. 
It’s good advice for all of us. If 
your life is going in the wrong 
direction, if you have run up 
debts of wrong-doing, if you feel 
lost and alone, you need to take 

action. You need to stop going 
on like this. Turn around and go 
in another direction. The Bible 
calls this action of ‘stopping and 
turning around’ repentance.  

Repentance is when you stop 
one direction, and you turn to 
God. For the good news is that 
there is a heavenly tour guide on 
whom we can all call. Only God 
can save us from the mess we are 
in. He sent us His Son to forgive 
us our sins, to provide us with 

an identity, and, if we walk with 
Him, lead us safely through life.  
As the Bible says: “The wages of 
sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23)

John Clarke
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I never thought the comment, “I wouldn’t 
touch you with a ten-foot barge pole” would 
become national policy, but there we go!

Well I Never...

With thanks to Tony Service
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St Wilfrid’s Parish Notices

Please support our mission and service in the local community. Giving financially to our churches 
is as valuable now as ever. Although we may not be able to gather physically in worship at the 
moment, our mission to serve our communities here remains constant, and continues to need 
resourcing.

As churches we are seeking, as always, to be beacons of Christ’s love and hope, offering prayer and 
various forms of support to meet people’s needs during this difficult time. Examples of this include 
the wonderful work of our Volunteer Support Team; the various fellowship and support groups that 
are meeting online; and the worship resources we are making available both on and offline. It is the 
generous giving of others that will enable this mission to continue.

In addition, we continue to have to meet the ongoing costs of maintaining our buildings, paying our 
utility bills and considering longer term needs (e.g. tower restoration and heating repair)
We recognise that, like us, many other people and organisations are facing financial challenges at 
this time, but if you are in a position to give something towards enabling our mission and service of 
our local community to continue, we would be very grateful.

St Wilfrid’s PCC

St Wilfrid’s Re-opens
We are delighted to be able to open St Wilfrid’s Church again for Said Holy Communion on 
Sundays at 9:30am. However social distancing measures will be implemented as follows: 
• The maximum congregation capacity will be 30 people. We are very sorry, but entry will be on 

a first come first served basis.
• Wafer only communion
• No singing
• No tea or coffee refreshments
• The toilets will not be available
The online service at 10:30am will continue, as will the Wednesday 9:30am Morning Prayer plus 
Coffee & Catch up via zoom.
Also the church will be open for Private Prayer on Wednesdays between 2:00pm and 4:00pm. As 
with the Said Holy Communion numbers will be limited at any one time and the arrangements for 
hand cleaning, social distancing, refreshments and the use of the toilets will be in force.
At last we are seeing some relaxation of the lockdown. There is a video Worship and Private Prayer at 
St Wilfrids  - What to Expect available on YouTube that helps to explain the precautions that we have 
put into place. www.youtube.com/BraytonParishSelby
Many thanks for your understanding. Blessings

Rev Pete Watson & 
Rev Christine Gillespie

Supporting Brayton Parish Online 
Thank you to all those ensuring their regular donations are reaching our account – through standing 
orders, cheques, weekly envelopes etc. We have now set up online giving through GiveALittle for 
one-off donations of any size. Gifts can be made by following the  
Donate button which will take you to the GiveALittle website
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Services in St Wilfrid’s Parish

Sunday 2nd

9:30am Said Holy Communion in St Wilfrid’s
10:30am Morning Prayer online
Wednesday 5th

9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & Catch up 
via Zoom
Sunday 9th

9:30am Said Holy Communion in St Wilfrid’s 
10:30am Family Communion online
Wednesday 12th

9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & Catch up 
via Zoom
Sunday 16th

9:30am Said Holy Communion in St Wilfrid’s 
10:30am Celtic Communion online

Wednesday 19th

9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & Catch up 
via Zoom
Sunday 23rd

9.30am Said Holy Communion in St Wilfrid’s
10.30am Holy Communion online
Wednesday 26th

9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & Catch up 
via Zoom
Sunday 30th

9:30am Said Holy Communion in St Wilfrid’s
10:30am Holy Communion online

Connected Subscriptions
Many thanks to those who have already paid for their annual subscriptions for the printed version 
of Connected.  Through these subscriptions we just about cover the cost of the paper and printing. 
Subscriptions are £5 for the year, or £4 for pensioners. If you wish to make payment please observe 
social distancing and the following methods are preferred: 

• By cheque made out to Brayton PCC in an envelope given to the person currently delivering 
Connected

• By online payment 
 
Cheques will then be passed to our Treasurer, Jill Clarke. treasurer@stwilfridsparish.com.
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“By all means marry. If you get a good spouse, you’ll 
be happy. If you get a bad one, you’ll become a 
philosopher” 
 
Socrates

Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. Philip Macdonald 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD philipmacdonald@tiscali.co.uk (01405 765154)
Revd. Peter Barnett 5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk (01405 869701)

Methodist Clergy

The Church floodlights were illuminated on:

5th June
In Loving Birthday Memories of Dorothy Ellis
In Loving Birthday Memories of Edith Pratt
14th August
In Loving Memory of Ann Margaret Hind
20th August
In Loving Birthday Memories of Ann Margaret Hind

Floodlights

From the Parish Registers
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St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd. Pete Watson The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place  rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Part-time Assistant Curate
Revd. Hannah Suekarran hannahsuekarran@gmail.com  (07538 813079)
MULTIPLY 20s-40s Leader
Revd. Rob Suekarran rpsuekarran@gmail.com  (07901 359208)
Reader
Jackie Jackman porgles.pogs@icloud.com  (01757 706475)
Church Warden
Claire Nutt churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com  (01757 712206)

Ministry Team
Mel Allan  (01757 706068)
Lynn Allan (01757 706068)
Sue Beevers  (01757 229515)
Pat Griffiths  (01757 705793)
Joan Howden  (01757 700942)
Sheila Newsome  (01757 705497)
Claire Nutt (01757 712206)
Carol Sowden (01757 703590)
Gordon Tute  (01757 707123)
Sacristan
Sheila Newsome  (01757 705497)
Officers 
PCC Secretary
Ruth Breeze  (01757 701911)
 ruthie5611@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Jill Clarke  (01757 708646)
Electoral Roll Officer 
Margaret Seager (07840 817005)
Junior Church 
Martha Harrold  (01757 291254)
Friday Fun Club 
Cathy Rodgers  (01757 704303)
Parish Safeguarding Representative 
Cathy Rodgers  (01757 704303)
Craft Group 
Linda Crackles  (01757 704944) 
Mothers Union
Lynn Allan (01757 706068)
Book Club 
Rosalind Wilson  

Officers
ECC Secretary
Jan Tetley (01757 707987) 
tetleyjan@gmail.com 
Electoral Roll Officer
Shirley Croft  (01757 707380)

Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley (01757 707987)
tetleyjan@gmail.com
Church Coordinator
Shirley Croft (01757 707380)

Clergy. Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd. Christine Gillespie 24 Tomlinson Way, Sherburn in Elmet LS25 6EQ gillespiec39@gmail.com (01977 682695)
Revd. Pete Watson The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place  rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw revroyshaw@protonmail.com
(The Revds. Rodger Place and Roy Shaw have the Archbishop’s permission to officiate and we are very grateful for their help in the parish)

Reader
Jackie Jackman (01757 706475)  porgles.pogs@icloud.com

St Francis’ Clergy & Officers
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