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Welcome to our worship today. We meet in the Name of God, Creator, 

Redeemer and Life Giver, who calls us by  name and enfolds us in love. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father, 

who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing 

that comes from heaven: (Eph 1) 

 

who knew you and chose you before the world began; (I Pet 1, Eph 1) 

 

who loves you so much that he calls you his own children; (I Jn 3) 

 

who has brought you from darkness into light 

and filled you with his glorious power; (Col 1) 

 

who has prepared an inheritance for you 

that will never spoil or fade; (I Pet 1) 

 

who encourages and strengthens you 

in every good deed and word; (2 Thess 2) 

 

who comforts you in your troubles 

so that you can comfort others. (2 Cor 1) 

 

This is our God, 

the ultimate source of all things, 

and the One for whom we live. (I Cor 8) 

 

Let’s worship God together! 

 

~ compiled by Christine Longhurst, re:Worship 

 



Song (words by Robert Walmsley): 

 

Come, let us sing of a wonderful love 

Tender and true 

Out of the heart of the Father above 

Streaming to me and to you. 

Wonderful love 

Dwells in the heart of the Father above. 

 

Jesus, the Saviour, this gospel to tell 

Joyfully came 

Came with the helpless and hopeless to dwell 

Sharing their sorrow and shame 

Seeking the lost 

Saving, redeeming at measureless cost. 

 

Jesus is seeking the wanderers yet 

Why do they roam? 

Love only waits to forgive and forget 

Home, weary wanderer, home! 

Wonderful love 

Dwells in the heart of the Father above. 

 

Come to my heart, O Thou wonderful love 

Come and abide 

Lifting my life, till it rises above 

Envy and falsehood and pride 

Seeking to be 

Lowly and humble, a learner of Thee. 

 

 

Collect 

 

Lord, you have taught us 

That all our doings without love  

are nothing worth: 

Send the Holy Spirit 

And pour into our hearts  

that most excellent gift of love,  

the true bond of peace and of all virtues, 

Without which whoever lives  

is counted dead before you, 

Grant this for your only Son  

Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 



 

Our reading today is 

Matthew 10:24-39 Good News Translation (GNT) 

 

24 “No pupil is greater than his teacher; no slave is greater than his master. 25 So 

a pupil should be satisfied to become like his teacher, and a slave like his master. 

If the head of the family is called Beelzebul, the members of the family will be 

called even worse names! 

 

Whom to Fear 

26 “So do not be afraid of people. Whatever is now covered up will be 

uncovered, and every secret will be made known. 27 What I am telling you in 

the dark you must repeat in broad daylight, and what you have heard in private 

you must announce from the housetops. 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill 

the body but cannot kill the soul; rather be afraid of God, who can destroy both 

body and soul in hell. 29 For only a penny you can buy two sparrows, yet not 

one sparrow falls to the ground without your Father's consent. 30 As for you, 

even the hairs of your head have all been counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you 

are worth much more than many sparrows! 

 

Confessing and Rejecting Christ 

32 “Those who declare publicly that they belong to me, I will do the same for 

them before my Father in heaven. 33 But those who reject me publicly, I will 

reject before my Father in heaven. 

 

Not Peace, but a Sword 

34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the world. No, I did not 

come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 I came to set sons against their fathers, 

daughters against their mothers, daughters-in-law against their mothers-in-law; 

36 your worst enemies will be the members of your own family. 

 

37 “Those who love their father or mother more than me are not fit to be my 

disciples; those who love their son or daughter more than me are not fit to be 

my disciples. 38 Those who do not take up their cross and follow in my steps are 

not fit to be my disciples. 39 Those who try to gain their own life will lose it; but 

those who lose their life for my sake will gain it. 

 

 

You may like to spend some time reflecting on this passage of scripture. Is there 

anything in this passage that particularly strikes you; anything that intrigues you? 

Does it show you anything about God or about yourself? Ask the Holy Spirit to 

speak to you through it and then spend some time talking to God, as you would 

to a friend, about your thoughts. 
 



Rev Paul has written some thoughts you may like to look at. They are on the St 

Ed’s newssheet or on the St Peter’s website. 

 

We sing together  (words by Bernadette Farrell) 

 

O God, you search me and you know me. 

All my thoughts lie open to your gaze. 

When I walk or lie down, you are before me, 

Ever the maker and keeper of my days. 

 

You know my resting and my rising. 

You discern my purpose from afar, 

and with love everlasting you besiege me: 

In ev'ry moment of life or death, you are. 

 

Before a word is on my tongue, Lord, 

you have known its meaning through and through. 

You are with me beyond my understanding: 

God of my present, my past and future too. 

 

Although your Spirit is upon me, 

still I search for shelter from your light. 

There is nowhere on earth I can escape you: 

Even the darkness is radiant in your sight. 

 

For you created me and shaped me, 

gave me life within my mother's womb. 

For the wonder of who I am, I praise you: 

Safe in your hands, all creation is made new. 

 

God of all grace, in the beginning you fashioned us in your image and in time 

made us a new creation in Christ. Keep us ever faithful and true. We ask this 

through Christ our Lord. Amen  

 

Our Prayer of blessing 

 

Go now and walk in newness of life 

for Christ was raised from the dead. 

Therefore do not be afraid. 

Proclaim the love of God boldly, 

Live in the light of the truth of Christ. 

And may God, the Father watch over you and provide for you, 

May Christ Jesus fill you with his light and truth, 

And may the Holy Spirit bring you help and comfort always. Amen. 


