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Editorial  
 

Easing of the lockdown restrictions from 4th July 2020 will enable people to start returning to socialising, 
albeit with certain measures in place to ensure the safety of our communities.  During the last week of June 
it became obvious that many people have not understood the importance of social distance in the effort to 
control the coronavirus and, in turn, to save lives. 

The scenes of 500,000 people on the beach in Dorset demonstrated the lack of thought being taken by 
individuals of the consequences to others and themselves.  The local community, who are working hard to 
make the places safe for visitors from 4th July, were totally overtaken by the mass arrival of so many 
people.  Local shops, pubs, restaurants, accommodation and entertainment areas all have to observe the 
lockdown restrictions which remain in place to ensure they meet the requirements to open and restart 
trading.  

Each individual should be aware of and take 
responsibility for the safety of themselves and others.  
We need to venture forth with caution but also with 
confidence, to reconnect with family and friends to 
return to some semblance of normality.  

Our daily life will not be the same as before, but 
awareness and common sense should prevail so that 
we can return to socialising with family and friends 
and regain confidence in going out and to support the 
businesses and communities who have supported us 
while we have been in lockdown. 

 

 

Please note - the Wheatland News AGM has been postponed, and will be rearranged when conditions 
permit. 

Ed 

 

 

 

Apology to Rev Mark Daborn 
We accidentally lost the final 9 words of Rev Daborn’s message last month, and offer our apologies to 
all readers and to Rev Daborn for this.  The full final para should read as follows: 

The first Sunday in June is Trinity Sunday, when we celebrate God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit – 
God who creates us, God who redeems us and God who fills us with his strength. Then, through June 
to November, we have the Sundays after Trinity. After celebrating the birth and resurrection of Jesus 
at Christmas and Easter, we settle down to hear the stories of what Jesus said and did through his 
three years of ministry. It’s a lovely time through the summer months: learning, bit by bit, what God is 
like; learning, bit by bit, what we can aspire to be like. 
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Diocese of Hereford 
Bishop Richard’s message for July 
I’ve lost count of the number of times politicians have told 
bishops to keep their noses out of politics. We are meant to be 
concerned about spiritual matters, but we should leave the 
business of government and politics to trained professionals. I’m 
not sure what they would have said to Jesus. He often spoke 
about matters to do with money and justice that would appear to 
be firmly in the political realm. In fact, all of the Bible writers, 
particularly the prophets, saw our spiritual lives as integral to our 
political and economic ones. 

In Isaiah’s day there was a spiritual revival with very intense 
worship and fasting going on in the Temple. Unfortunately, it seemed to have had no effect on the way 
people behaved, leading him to make the pronouncement, “Is this not the kind of fasting I have chosen: to 
loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free.” 

Someone once said worship without justice is self-indulgence. If worship doesn’t make us more concerned 
about the unjust structures of society or determined to exercise better stewardship of the earth, its probably 
not the sort of worship the bible envisages. 

To truly worship is to tune our hearts to God’s heart. If our hearts are tuned to his, they will beat to the 
same rhythm. God doesn’t measure people’s worth by the colour of their skin, the size of their bank 
balance, their educational attainment or their social status. The basis for justice is that we are all created in 
the image of God, and that creative diversity of colour and culture is a crucial part of the way God reveals 
himself to us. The basis for humility is that we have all fallen short and all alike need God’s forgiving love.  

Our problem is we get so used to being beneficiaries in the dynamics of power that we can’t even see 
there’s a problem. It’s hardly surprising that our BAME brothers and sisters call our commitment to 
representative leadership into question when frankly, most of our senior church leaders look like me. There 
is a long way to go in achieving genuine justice in our society, and we need to be part of both the 
conversation and by our actions the solution as well.  

 

 

Bishop Richard’s weekly video messages 
In addition to his written contribution, above, Bishop 
Richard is recording a weekly video message.  The 
current message is always on the home page of the 
Hereford Diocese website.  Transcripts of each of his 
messages, together with many other items, are on the 
Diocese Talking Points page.  The videos themselves 
are on YouTube – just search for Bishops of Hereford.  

There is a great deal of useful, interesting and relevant 
information elsewhere on the Diocese website, so well 

worth exploring. 

https://www.hereford.anglican.org/
https://www.hereford.anglican.org/
https://www.hereford.anglican.org/news/category/talking-points/


 
 

5 

Shropshire Historic Churches Trust 

Ride & Stride – what’s happening in 2020? 
We are very sorry to say that it has been agreed that Shropshire Ride+Stride will not take place this year. 
The decision was taken yesterday by Canon William Price, Chairman of the SHCT and it was not taken 
lightly but the Trust feels that it would be very difficult to run the scheme and ensure everyone remained 
safe. 

We also regret to have to inform you that Pam Blaxland has resigned as 
one of our Ride+Stride organisers for family health reasons, and her 
colleague, Jennifer Wright, is about to move house to Durham. In normal 
times it took us months to find new organisers and in these far from 
normal times there seems little hope of finding someone just now! 

We are now on the look-out for a new Ride+Stride County Organiser for 
2021 and would be very grateful if you could let us know of anyone who 
might like the role! Roger and I are now very experienced in showing someone the ropes as you can 
imagine and we are always ready to help... so do please get in touch with us or with Canon William Price. 

The Shropshire Historic Churches Trust will have taken a huge hit in terms of fundraising this year and in 
order for us to continue with our normal level of Grant awards we would hope that some of those that were 
kind enough to sponsor Ride+Stride in the past might make a donation to the trust.  

You may be interested in a very useful opinion poll just published by the National Churches Trust on Covid 
19.  [Find this by following this link to the National Churches Trust website]. 

Thank you very much for all you have done for Ride+Stride in the past and the SHCT hopes to be able to 
run a happy and safe event next year. 

Best wishes from Angela and Roger Hughes, Trustees, SHCT 

 

The Shropshire Historic Churches Trust awarded grants to a total value of £102,140 between 
January and October 2019.  In 2019, Ride and Stride raised a massive £29,205. 

 

 

 

Shropshire Historic Churches Trust – please enjoy our closed gardens! 
The SHCT has taken the difficult decision not to open any of the Gardens until further notice. 

But we can still enjoy them – there is a good gallery of 2020 gardens pictures on the SHCT website. 

Should things change we have three Garden Trails who have stoically offered to open .... and not 
necessarily on the date they expected to! The last garden which was due to open at the end of the season 
is the Cherry Tree Arboretum, Woore on FRIDAY 9th October. This may still go ahead. 

 

https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/news/churches-and-covid-19-opinion-poll
https://www.shropshirehct.org.uk/Gallery/Gallery.aspx
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The United Benefice of Brown Clee 
 

Rector: Revd Terry Mason 
The Vicarage, Ditton Priors, Shropshire, WV16 6SQ  
Telephone 01746-712636 

St John the Baptist, Ditton Priors, and Holy Trinity, Wheathill & 
Loughton 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Carole Smith: 01746-712474 
Mark Smith: 01746-712394 

St Michael & All Angels, Aston 
Botterell 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Anne Preece: 01746-787237 

St Giles, Chetton 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Sheila Millington: 01746-789443 
June Preece: 01746-789211 

SS Peter & Paul, Cleobury North 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Mike Bradbury: 01746-787676 
Jane Bufton: 01746-787298 

All Saints, Neenton 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Bobbie Jarvis: 01746-787093 
Sue Hale: 01746-787650 

 

Brown Clee Group News 
See the feature from the Rev Terry Mason on page 7. 

 

Our parishes 
We have news from Aston Botterell, Chetton and Neenton, starting on page 8.  There is, however, no news 
from Burwarton, Ditton Priors or Wheathill and Loughton. 

 

Smartwater distribution 
In February, the Parish Council started to supply free packs of SmartWater to each household in 

 Chetton 
 Billingsley, and 
 Burwarton. 

During the Lockdown, the Police have kindly co-operated by posting some packs direct to residents.  
However, a few have been returned as ‘not known at this address’.  If you have not received your pack 
please email your Parish Clerk with your name and address and one will be sent to you. 

 

 

 

 

Copy date for July Wheatland News – please send all contributions to your coordinator no 
later than Friday 24th July.  As we don’t have to allow time for printing during the lockdown, 

we’re able to extend our deadlines, which means more time for news-gathering! 

 



 
 

7  



 
 

8 

Aston Botterell News 
Anne Preece writes: 

To all in Aston Botterell: hoping you are all keeping well and positive. 

Thank you to those who have helped with keeping the churchyard tidy. People do comment on it. Also, 
thank you to the people who have kept working to help others in so many ways and checking on people to 
see if they have supplies etc.  You have all been so kind. 

The church remains closed at the moment, but hopefully soon it may re-open. 

Any queries concerning the church, please get in touch with me ....Anne 07966-459806. 

School is going well: the children are all superstars. 

 

Cleobury North 
Cleobury North Village Hall remains closed until further notice.   

Thank you for the support given by Doug and Karen to so many in our community. 

Chetton News 
July is now with us and as we write, our Church is now open for private prayer. Hopefully it won’t be too 
long before we will be able to hold services again. 

As we have all been spending more days at home, perhaps some of you have had time to reorganise, sort 
cupboards, clean out garages etc. If you have items of bric a brac that you would like to get rid of, we would 
be grateful for them for a future sale/coffee morning. Anything can be left with Sheila, June or Lisa. 

Chetton Village Hall 
The Village Hall remains closed at present and will remain so until we are advised to the contrary. 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported the plant sale.  We raised £500.00 as 
we usually do. A figure I would have thought unattainable under current 
circumstances. A special thank you to Paul for his help on the day. 

 

 

We have been offered a grant from the Baron Davenport Charity, for Chetton Active Friends. This ensures 
security for these sessions for some time to come, and we look forward to being able to resume. 

Best wishes to all in these troubled times. 

Benefice website 
Don't forget to look at the Benefice website to see what is going on in all the parishes too. 
http://www.browncleechurches.org.uk/ 

100 Club – June winners 
• Mike Teague £15.00. 
• Charlie Ralph £10.00. 

 

http://www.browncleechurches.org.uk/
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Neenton News 
 

Our Church remains closed at the moment, however, with the easing of restrictions we hope to resume our 
services again soon, details will be posted on http://www.browncleechurches.org.uk/ or contact Bobbie or 
Sue for further information. 

As the lockdown restrictions are eased we would like to thank all the local suppliers for the excellent service 
they have given to everyone, especially those who have been isolating for the last 3 months.  Also a huge 
‘thankyou’ to those in the community who have supported the more vulnerable by ensuring that they have 
not been forgotten and have helped with shopping and other every day activities. 

Annual Duck Race and Fete 
Well ….. the rain came on the day we should have been enjoying the Annual Duck Race and Fete.  The 
ducks have nestled in their bags waiting patiently for the day to arrive when they would swim down the Rea 
Brook and have been very disappointed that they now have to wait for another year before they can 
exercise.  We hope to resume fundraising activities soon – possibly in different ways to normal due to the 
social distancing – any ideas please contact members of the Fun and Fundraising Group.  

 

The Pheasant at Neenton  
Mark and Sarah would like to thank everyone for all the support they have received over the past few 
months.   

We are pleased to be opening from  
 July 11th for food and drinks.  Booking is essential for both, to ensure that you have a table! 

and on  
 July 30th for accommodation. 

 

 

 

We look forward to 
welcoming everyone 
back to The Pheasant 
and catching up with 
old friends and 
meeting new ones.  

http://www.browncleechurches.org.uk/
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Severn Valley Group of Parishes 

Rector: Revd Mike Harris 
The Rectory, Highley,  
Day off – THURSDAY 

Revd David Poyner, Curate 
Tel 01562 68638 (home) or 0121 204 3997 (work); 
email D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk 

 

St Mary, Billingsley 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Vacant 

St Peter, Chelmarsh 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Derek Arnold: 07956-844854 

St Bartholomew, Glazeley 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Vacant 

Billingsley News 
 

Rev David Poyner writes: 
The churchyard at St Mary’s is managed as a wildlife area and crucial maintenance is carried out three times a year 
by volunteers of the Caring for God’s Acre charity. Ever since the church was established, this has involved 
periodically cutting the grass and uprooting tree saplings and brambles that would otherwise take over. This is the 
classic way in which hay meadows are managed; as we now have so few meadows, churchyards such as Billingsley 
are precious resources. Due to the lockdown, our Spring visit from Caring for Gods Acre had to be cancelled and it is 
unlikely that they will be able to come along any time soon.  Fortunately over the last week a team have come 
forward to cut back the grass and saplings and the transformation has been dramatic. as the before and after 
pictures show We are extremely grateful to everyone who has helped us; what has been particularly encouraging is 
how both church attenders and non-attenders have worked together to make this a real community project.  We 
also now have a photographic record of all the gravestones in the churchyard. Many thanks to Sam Leather for 
carrying this out. And the best news of all is that, thanks again to volunteer effort, we have been able to reopen the 
church for private prayer!  
 
 

 

David’s picture shows the 
gravestone of Eliza Mary 
(“Girlie”) Davies, died aged 
7 in 1907, in Billingsley 
churchyard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Bates and David Poyner, assistant curate, Severn Valley Benefice.   Tel 01562 68638; email 
D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk  Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/  or our websites, 
www.st-marys-billingsley.org.uk ,  https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/  

 

mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
mailto:D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/
http://www.st-marys-billingsley.org.uk/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/
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Billingsley - Smartwater distribution 
In February, the Parish Council started to supply free packs of SmartWater to each household in 
Billingsley.During the Lockdown, the Police have kindly co-operated by posting some packs direct to 
residents.  However, a few have been returned as ‘not known at this address’.  If you have not received 
your pack please email your Parish Clerk with your name and address and one will be sent to you. 

 

Chelmarsh News 
Eleanor Haddon writes: 
Unfortunately, there are still no services in church yet.  The invitation to services through Zoom at 10am on 
Sundays is still open to anyone interested.  Please contact Rev David Poyner on 01562 68638 if you would 
like to join in.  Hope to see you on line.  Until we can get back to normal, take care and keep safe. 

Funeral - 12 June 2020 - David Emberson 
It is with great sadness that we learned of the sudden death of David Emberson of Hall Farm House.  In the 
time he has lived in Chelmarsh he was a valued supporter of the church, as a member of the congregation 
and the PCC.  He had a genuine interest in helping people whenever he could.  The loss of his kind, 
generous personality leaves a big gap in Chelmarsh, and our thoughts and prayers are with his family at 
this difficult time. 

Chelmarsh Friends 
Chelmarsh Friends will meet again once the restrictions are lifted.  A notice will be posted on Chelmarsh 
Parish Hall Website with details. 

Chelmarsh Walking for Health 
Information received from Ramblers Association and Walking for Health shows that group walks are still 
suspended.  However, as we are surrounded by beautiful countryside and numerous paths it is an ideal 
time to walk with those you live with.  Please only walk from your home to avoid any unnecessary journeys.    
A notice will be posted on Chelmarsh Parish Hall Website when walks resume. 

Chelmarsh Fete 
A reminder that Chelmarsh Parish Hall Management Committee have cancelled this year’s Fete, due to be 
held on Saturday 11 July 2020.  As restrictions have not yet been fully lifted it was considered to be in the 
best interests and safety of visitors and helpers.  We look forward to seeing you all on Saturday 10 July 
2021. 

 

Glazeley with Deuxhill News 
Glazeley church is now open for Private Prayer. There are notices up plus cleansing materials for visitors to 
use. Please observe the 2mtr distance rule.  We look forward to when a service can be held so watch this 
space for more information.  

Hoping everyone is keeping safe & well. 

And - we are now regularly updating the Glazeley page on "A church near you website" 
(https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10533/); this now carries a "thought for the week", updated every 
week or when I remember... 

Marion Corfield - 01746-764585    marion.corfield@talktalk.net 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10533/
mailto:marion.corfield@talktalk.net
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A Glazeley history feature from the Rev David Poyner 
 

The well-sinking Winwoods of Horsford Mill 
 

Rev David Poyner writes: 

In the days before mains water, the options were either to use a stream or a well. Streams were often not 
conveniently sited next to houses, it was not always easy to get water from them and the quality of the 
water was sometimes not the best. As a result, most cottages relied on a well; either their own or a public 
well. Fortunately, water-containing sandstone is found over most of our area, usually not too far from the 
surface, but the task of sinking and equipping the well was a specialised job. One family who specialised in 
this were the Winwoods who lived at Horsford Mill from the 1880s.  

The business was established by Samuel Winwood. Samuel was a coal miner and businessman. From 
1865 to 1873 he combined mining with running the Colliers Arms in Bagginswood. He then moved to 
Chelmarsh, where he owned land and cottages on the common and Covert Lane. In the 1881 census he 
was described as a coal miner, but it seems he had another business. In the accounts of the Chelmarsh 
Hall estate from August 1881, he was paid £27 for deepening a well. There is also an oral tradition that I 
have heard that he operated a small pit on the common.  

The pits that Samuel worked were 
probably very simple; just a shaft with 
a windlass and a bucket on the top to 
draw coal as well as allowing himself 
and perhaps one or two others to 
move up and down to the coal face. 
He may well have sunk his own 
shafts and so acquired the skill to 
sink a well as well. Samuel moved to 
Horsford Mill (pictured left) in 1882 
and in the 1891 census he was 
described as a “pump setter”. Samuel 
died in 1893 and his son John, 
described as a miner and living next 
to him in 1891, took over the well-
sinking business. He eventually 
became a farmer at Deuxhill and then 

Upper House Farm in Sidbury. His son, Samuel, was a coal miner whilst continuing to help John sink wells. 
There is a memory within the family of them searching for water by divining, using two sticks.  

It seems that the Winwoods had their own pumps, with their name on. One of these remains in the family 
and I understand another example at one time existed in Norton. If any reader knows of either wells or 
pumps installed by the family, I would love to hear about these! 

I am very grateful to some of the descendants of Samuel and John for allowing me access to their research 
and memories. 

David Poyner, 01562 68638, d.r.poyner@aston.ac.uk  
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The Stottesdon Group of Parishes 

Rector: Revd Mark Daborn 
The Rectory, Stottesdon, Shropshire, DY14 8UE  
Telephone 01746-718127.  Email mark.daborn@hotmail.co.uk 
Day off – THURSDAY 

July Message 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills; whence cometh my help? My help cometh even 
from the Lord, who hath made heaven and earth.’ 

(Psalm 121:1-2) 
The Wheatland News area is dominated by the Clee Hills, which isolate us, in a way, against the River 
Severn on the other side. The Titterstone Clee, featured on our cover this month, also features as the 
southern border of this benefice. This is brought home to me each year when we do the Ride and Stride 
pilgrimage around the churches – which, alas!, is cancelled this year – as we make our breathless way up 
to Cleeton St Mary. 

When we do make the pilgrimage round the churches, we read a psalm in each one as we get to it. The 
ones we read are from the Psalms of Ascent, numbers 120 to 134, usually starting with Psalm 121 at 
Middleton Scriven as we set out. These psalms are the songs that the Hebrews sang on their journey to 
Jerusalem for the great festivals; Jerusalem is a city built on a hill, so travelling there from the surrounding 
towns and villages was physically an uphill journey, as well as a figurative and spiritual ascent to the House 
of the Lord. 

I’m finding the psalms very helpful at the moment. They form the hymn-book of the Jewish faith, and range 
over all human emotions, from anger and despair through to reconciliation and joy. The psalm-writers don’t 
pull any punches and their emotions show raw through their songs. To appreciate their lasting value, you 
only have to think of the different occasions when Psalm 23 – The Lord is my Shepherd – is used, and all 
the different musical settings that have been made for it, right up to our own time. 

When I was growing up in Shrewsbury, my parents used to take me and my brother walking in the Stretton 
hills at weekends – briskly, as my father was in the TA then, Light Infantry! I particularly remember the first 
time we went up the Lawley. It’s not big, in the great scheme of hills. But it has a series of crests, so that 
every time you think you’re getting to the top, you breast the rise and see the next crest ahead, a little 
higher than where you are. 

Where we are at the moment with Covid-19 feels like getting up to one these crests. Some easing has 
begun, and things are becoming a bit more normal; but there’s no knowing whether this is the top, and then 
downhill all the way, or just another crest and more climbing to do. Whichever it is, Psalm 121 is comforting 
in its reassurance of God’s presence in our journey. It finishes like this: 

‘The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil; yea, it is even he that shall keep thy soul. The Lord shall 
preserve thy going out and thy coming in, from this day forth and for evermore.’ 

 

Mark Daborn 

mailto:mark.daborn@hotmail.co.uk
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Stottesdon Benefice Group News 

St Mary, Stottesdon 
CHURCHWARDEN 
Clare Tibbits: 01746-718007 

St Giles, Farlow 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Joan Evans (01746-718619) 
Nigel Savage-Bailey (07989-308599) 

Holy Trinity, Sidbury 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Roz Jones (07837-609229) 
Jo Laybourne (01746-718525) 

St Mary, Cleeton St Mary 
CHURCHWARDENS 
Sue Dolphin: 01584 890583 
Gill Jordan: 01584 891082 

St John, Middleton Scriven 
CHURCHWARDEN 
vacant – so for now your contact is 
Rev Mark Daborn (01746-718127) 

St Michael, Silvington 
CHURCHWARDENS 
George Millichamp: 01584-891030 
Annette Metcalfe: 01584 890161 

 

Private Prayer in Churches during lockdown 
As a first step in easing the lockdown on churches, we are now permitted by the government to offer limited 
opening times of our churches for private prayer only. We are delighted that that people will be able to 
come into their church again, but we need to make sure that everybody’s safety is protected.  

Therefore, each church in the Stottesdon group will be open for one day a week from 10am to 5pm for 
private prayer only. We have decided on this ‘one day a week pattern’ so that PCC members do not have 
to disinfect the church after it has been open, just make sure that it is reasonably clean and tidy!  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Friday Saturday 

10am-5pm 10am-5pm 10am-5pm 10am-5pm 10am-5pm 10am-5pm 

Stottesdon Middleton S Cleeton St M Sidbury Silvington Farlow 

You will find that all books, candles etc have been stored away to minimize any risk of cross-infection; to 
further reduce the cleaning task, certain parts of the church (such as the Wrickton Aisle at Stottesdon) may 
be open for private prayer, whilst other areas may be roped-off, not to be used.  During the open time, 
please use the hand sanitiser provided on your way in, and on your way out of the church, and observe 
social distancing at all times with people from other households. 

Church Services during lockdown 
Meanwhile we continue our weekly services, e-mailing a written service to an increasing list of people: if 
you would like to be added, get in touch with me at mark.daborn@hotmail.co.uk.  We are also recording 
services to go on Facebook and on the benefice website (‘a church near you’ and your parish name) which 
can be seen and heard at a time convenient to you. 

 

 

The Deadline for the August edition (Stottesdon Benefice and Parishes) is to get copy to Chris by first 
thing on Friday 24th July.  Thanks! 

Please do not hesitate to contact the Rector or any of the Churchwardens if you feel the Church could 
help you, or someone you know about, during this time of uncertainty. If we can’t provide help ourselves, 
we will do our best to put you in touch with somebody who can. 

 

mailto:mark.daborn@hotmail.co.uk
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From The Stottesdon Benefice Registers: 
2nd June – Stottesdon – FUNERAL (WFC) – Barbara BACHE (of Hinton) R I P 

 

Lectionary for July 2020 
 

Sunday 5th Sunday 12th Sunday 19th Sunday 26th 

Fourth after Trinity Fifth after Trinity Sixth after Trinity Seventh after Trinity 

Green Green Green Green 

Genesis 24:34-38, and 
42-49 

Psalm 45:10-end 
Romans 7:15-25a 
Matthew 11:16-19, and 

25-end 

Genesis 25:19-end 
Psalm 119:105-112  
Romans 8:1-11 
Matthew 13:1-9, and 

18-23 

Genesis 28:10-19a  
Psalm 139:1-11 
Romans 8:12-25 
Matthew 13:24-30, and 

36-43 

Genesis 29:15-28 
Psalm 128 
Romans 8:26-end 
Matthew 13:31-33, and 

44-52 

 

Silvington News 
Annette Metcalfe writes: 

Our little community is ticking along and we count our blessings; looking forward to more opportunities to 
meet together regularly with friends and as a church community. We will be very happy when neighbours 
from other parishes are able to join us again, and we with them, at Group services and on other occasions. 
In the meantime, it is encouraging that the churches have reopened, for private prayer. 

We have enjoyed looking at photographs in recent editions of the WN, showing events and celebrations 
held in the surrounding parishes. 

There are a lot of silver linings. There are a lot of rainbows, everywhere. 

100 Club Winners for June 
Congratulations to: 

Bill Foster, Becky Brookes, Jacob Wilkins, Andy Goold, Brian Beddoe, Ken Pritchard 

Roosting Rectors? 
as suggested by Chris, a reflection on St Michael’s during the lockdown 

During lockdown we have been keeping a “weekly eye” on things in church.   

Five minutes down the hill and I’m opening the door.  I wander up and down the aisle. Good - no nasty 
surprises. 

I don’t think I’m particularly susceptible to atmosphere, but I always experience a quiet peace - with a slight 
whiff of dry rot (which we hope is not confirmed at the next Quinquennial!)  I think of the many feet that 
have walked over this floor throughout the centuries - and of the faithful folk who have knelt to pray in these 
pews. It is heartening!  [continued on next page] 
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I have been concerned about the pigeon and martins nesting in the porch, which generally make a horrid 
mess. They have behaved with a little more decorum this year. Perhaps they are starting to realise where 
they are! The church mice are keeping a low profile, which is fine by me. No bats in the belfry and no 
roosting Rectors. All is well. Only the people are missing... and they will be coming home soon!! 

 

Sidbury News 
Jo Laybourne and Roz Jones write: 

Hope everyone's well and feeling quietly optimistic about the situation going forward?  

What a strange and bewildering few months it's been. Hopefully we'll come out of this having taken stock a 
bit and with true values and priorities re-jigged? 

It’s not too late to do a square of any description (with stitchable edges please) measuring 10" x 10" for our 
Sidbury Lockdown Wallhanging – a latter day Bayeux Tapestry!!!  Drop them off at mine whenever, if I'm 
out please say who it's from and you can leave it in my wonky shed in a bag! Can't wait to assemble 
it. Have a goodun!  

Roz x 

 

Cleeton St Mary News 
Gill Jordan writes: 

Cleeton Church is now open for private prayer every Tuesday between 10:00am and 5:00pm, everyone is 
very welcome. 

June 100 Club Results 
Congratulations to our winners this month: 

• £20 Kim White No 94 
• £10 Joan Evans (Farlow) No 97 

• £10 Geoff Dolphin No 97 
• £5 Sue Lloyd No 22 

 

Farlow News 
Our Farlow correspondent reports: 

We have enjoyed seeing one of the Sunday services broadcast from the churchyard at St Giles Church 
and hope that all our readers and fellow-contributors are coping with the lockdown and its gradual easing. 

Hundred Club winners - June 
• 95 Linda Turner - £20 
• 13 Margaret Turner - £10 
• 42 Sue Derricutt - £10 

• 80 Jenny Lewis - £5 
• 68 Robert Jones - £5 

 

Melville Chapel 
Ruth Downes writes: 

Check Facebook (@melvillechapelfarlow) or call 01584 891553 for all the latest news 
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Middleton Scriven News 
Ann Constable writes:  

After virtual open gardens in our community, we enjoyed a virtual flower show sharing our favourite 
flowering plants. Roses and Poppies were definitely in the top 10. Clap for NHS and carers got louder each 
week, and on a dry evening the opportunity for small groups of neighbours to share a drink afterwards 
made it a social time too and one for that all-important contact with other people, while social distancing of 
course. 

With the new easing of restrictions, a big ‘Thank you’ goes to Mark for enabling our church to be open on 
Mondays for private prayer. (Unsupervised and without the headache/worry/need for rotas of volunteers, 
lengthy cleaning procedures and so much more.)  Having the opportunity to be in our church again is quite 
something.......  

“We’ve just come through spring, the likes of which none of us have ever experienced before, through the 
darkest of times we’ve come to rely on one thing to help get us through...the natural world. We’ve had an 
opportunity to connect with nature in a way we’ve never experienced before. It’s amazing how much peace 
and beauty can be found outside your door.       “We’re still on this journey but we’re in it together. Nature’s 
been there for us, we need to be there for it, to make sure it survives for future generations” (quote from 
Springwatch 2020).  

Nature has helped us so much through lockdown, let’s hope we can be a greener community in the new 
world as it evolves.  We will certainly try to be so and Middleton Scriven joins together to wish all in our 
communities a safe and healthy month, sending daily positives to you in this ever-changing and challenging 
world, with prayers and love.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And again, on the next two pages, Ann has given 
us a peep at life in Middleton Scriven!   

Thank you Ann! 
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Flowers from Middleton Scriven gardens and 

flower show surround an amazing cake for 

an 80th birthday celebrated in June! 
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A selection from our gardens – a 

folly, a stream and bridge, 

woodland and wisteria 

Our church on Open Monday 

Social distancing – neighbours 

enjoying a sunny evening 

And the Wrekin at dawn 

Middleton 

Scriven 
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Stottesdon Church Parish Notices and News 
 

Clare Tibbits writes: 

The weekly “Clapping for Carers” sensibly came to an end in June and Stottesdon Primary School re-
opened its now COVID-secure doors to the first groups of children able to return … giving us an opportunity 
to quietly celebrate the tireless work of other unsung community members who have just got on with their 
vital roles – helping to keep us safe & well, in contact with the world and supplied with the necessities of 
life. 

Here’s a ‘starter for ten’ for what maybe a very long list –  

Severn Trent  for fresh water and sewerage; Openreach for telephone and broadband; Shopkeepers, 
Farmers, clergy and church volunteers; all in Primary Care Community jobs’ Teachers for distanced 
learning resources and student support; Veolia recycling and rubbish crews (just think of all those green 
bins stuffed with the gardening…); Postal workers, Couriers and other Delivery staff;  and lastly, Mark 
Pearce for mowing and tidying the Churchyard so that all could enjoy the peace and quiet of a wonderful 
public open space …. a huge ‘thank you!’ is surely due, when this is all over, to all of them, from all of us.  

However, before that, there is a cunning plan for a nationwide celebration of the 72nd birthday of the NHS – 
the details will be widely covered in the media but in a nutshell we will all be invited to join a one minute 
silence on Saturday 4th July, with a lighted candle in the window, in remembrance of all who have died in 
this dreadful time – and then the birthday itself, Sunday 5th July, to join in for one last ‘clapping for carers’ 
and to raise a glass or a cuppa in thanks to all in the health and social care professions. 

Whilst no bells can be rung on these occasions, these special hours will be marked by the striking of St 
Mary’s Church Clock – chiming just as it has for over 165 years since this, the most recent clock to grace 
the tower, was installed [early in 1855].  

In recent months the clock has provided a powerful reminder of the presence of the Church in the 
community throughout lockdown; several people have commented that it is very reassuring to hear the 
hours struck – and the clock has kept almost perfect time, without human intervention, since it was last 
adjusted (for BST, in March).  

 

 

 

 

 

For all the latest news - please find Stottesdon Benefice on Facebook, keep an ‘internet eye’ on 
www.stottesdonbenefice.co.uk or visit the Church of England’s website ‘a church near you’  - and then contact the 

Churchwardens (see previous page) with any queries. 
 

 

 

http://www.stottesdonbenefice.co.uk/
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Beautiful June around Stottesdon – some photos from Mark Daborn 

A glorious wild sky over 
Clee from the Hinton 

Sun burst over the 
Brown Clee 

Meadow grass at the 
bottom of Walton Bank

Deer in the field at the 
Harcourt junction 
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Stottesdon Community Noticeboard 

Stottesdon & District WI 
WI meetings remain suspended until August 2020, though the virtual Committee meets monthly on 
WhatsApp - so please keep in touch and check the details with Helena on 01746 718012 or Clare 718007. 

 

Chorley Film Club 
Currently suspended - for details of the future plans check with Joe Bubb on 01746 
718693. 

 

Local shopping in Stottesdon and elsewhere in the area 
 

Stottesdon’s village shop is now closed but The Cocks continues to provide a VEG & PROVISIONS BOX 
COLLECTION service – (PRE-PAID ORDERS ONLY) call Bre Hill on 01746-718270 for the details. 
 

Meanwhile, other excellent local shops continue to thrive “just up the road” at Heath Farm Meats, 
Bagginswood; The Village Stores and Post Office, Cleobury North; and The Co-operative Stores, at both 
Highley and Cleobury Mortimer. The Willows Café and other suppliers around Ditton Priors are also 
branching out (milk, bread and egg deliveries).  So “shop locally” whenever you can, to support local 
producers and retailers.  
 

The Fighting Cocks Inn 
When the law is eventually eased to permit it, everyone will be amazed at the range of improvements to 
pub and garden that have been undertaken during the lockdown! Meanwhile, great pub grub, beer, wines 
and more, continues on an order and pre-pay basis for collection at set times.  Customers are allocated a 
time, payment is taken over the phone and the meals are left in the porch for collection at the allocated 
time.  These precautions are in place to keep everyone as safe as possible. 

The evening takeaway menu is offered from 5.30 until 8.30pm every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday. 
Additionally at weekends: the Sunday lunch service is available from 12 until 3pm and The Cocks are also 
offering breakfasts on Saturday and Sunday – and Saturday lunches too.  Please call Bre 01746 718270 
for bookings or enquiries. Follow the Facebook page ‘The Fighting Cocks Stottesdon’ for menus and other 
information.  

Cleobury Country Farmers’ Market, normally at St Mary’s Church Cleobury Mortimer, is currently 
suspended. 

Supporting Nursing Charities with Stottesdon Village Open Gardens 
Whilst the NGS Open Gardens event, planned for 5th July, is cancelled this year our fundraising for the vital 
nursing charities usually supported by the Open Gardens continues – please help us if you can by 
supporting the local produce stall at 12 Station Road! 

 
 



Useful Community Contacts 
Brown Clee Walkers Meeting Place for walks - Ditton Priors Church. 01746 712662 

Burwarton & District WI Meets in Cleobury North Village Hall.  The 2nd Tuesday of each month at 2.30pm  Contact 
01746-712466  

Little Explorers Pre-School, Ditton 
Priors Open Monday to Friday 9.00am – 3.00pm. Contact Wendy Lloyd 01746 712506 / 787549 

Burwarton & District Garden Club Meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 8.00 pm.  Contact 01584 823723 for details of 
topic and venue 

Burwarton & District Wives Group Meeting 8pm 1st Wednesday of the month. Contact Debbie Jones 01746 712421or Gill Severn 
01746 712231 

Chelmarsh Crown Green Bowling 
Club Welcomes old and new members. Contact Sue Jackman 01746 862850 

Chelmarsh Indoor Short Mat 
Bowling  

Welcomes old and new members. The sessions are every Tuesday evening from 7.30-10.00pm. 
Further details Sue Jackman 01746 862850 

Chelmarsh Parish Hall Available for hire -  booking@chelmarsh parishhall.co.uk 
Chelmarsh Jubilee Club Parish Hall 01746 86525 Jean Davis 

Chelmarsh Walking for Health Monday 10.00am except Bank Holidays.  Parish Hall. Eleanor Haddon 01746 862884. 2 levels of 
walking available 

Chelmarsh Friends Meet every 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm Chelmarsh Parish Hall. Jenny Green 01746 862191 

Cleobury North Village Hall Booking Clerk 07800-883830   CleoburyNorthDistrictVH@gmail.com 

Tae kwon-do Chelmarsh Parish Hall Tuesday evening.  Suitable for children & Adults. Neil Morris Thursday 
5.45pm  07969-996055 

Chelmarsh Parent & Toddler 
Group 

Every Tuesday during term time 9.30 – 11.30 Chelmarsh Parish Hall Contact Pam Baker 
07846692323 

Chetton & Gazeley WI Meets in Chetton Village Hall on the 2nd Wednesday of the month 7.30pm Sam O’Sullivan 
01746-868225 

Chetton Folk Dance Club Meets Chetton Village Hall, last Wednesday of month except August Tel. Janice Burton 01584 
823802 

Chorley Village Hall Available for Hire (fully equipped kitchen, digital projection equipment and large screen) 
contact Jenny or Charlie on 01746 718437 

Short Mat Bowling  Every Monday & Thursday 2.30 – 4.30pm at Cleeton & Silvington Village Hall, October to end of 
April. Pam 01584 89261 

Cleeton & Silvington V H  Zumba - Thursdays 6.30pm 7.30pm all year Ula 01584 890200 

Fun & Fitness for 50+ Cleobury North Village Hall - low impact fitness programme working the whole body every 
Tuesday 10.00 – 11.15am. Contact 01584-823640 

Ditton Priors Art Group Village Hall Wednesday morning (except Christmas) 9.30 – 12.30pm all welcome Various visual 
art forms eg Water Colour, Oils & Acrylics.  Mrs Denise Davies 01746 712521 

Short Mat Bowling 
Ditton Priors Village Hall Every Tuesday afternoon 2.00 - 4.00pm Wednesday 7.30-10.00pm 
except the second Wednesday in the month when it will be Thursday at 8.00 – 10.00pm. 
Everyone is welcome - try at no charge.  Contact 712157 

Ditton Priors WI Meets in Ditton Priors Village Hall on 2nd Wednesday each month at 7.15pm 01746 712473 

Ditton Priors Local History Group The Local History Centre, next to the Willows Café, opens 12.00-2.00 on Saturdays, and at 
other times by arrangement.   Contact 01746 712850 

Ditton Priors Parent & Toddlers 
Group 

Meet in the Pavilion, Playing Fields, Ditton Priors Thursday 9.30 -11.30 am everyone welcome 
for a coffee and play. 

Ditton Priors Book Club Jenny 712665  

Knowle Sports Club Second hand sales held every first Saturday of the month, 7.30am – 11am proceeds to 
Children’s Football Field 01584 890644 

Stottesdon Gateway Nursery Pre-school, holiday club and wraparound sessions.  An integral part of Stottesdon Primary 
School, Contact 01746 718769 

Stottesdon & District W.I.    Meets in various venues on the 3rd Wednesday in each month details from Helena Hale 01746 
718012 or Clare Tibbits 01746 718007 

Stoke St Milborough Dance Mike 01746712774  Betty 0174677515 
Domestic Abuse Hotline   Telephone Number 08448044999 
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