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1. The cost of following Jesus… 

Saturdays Reading – Luke 14:25-end 

The idea of giving up everything does honestly seem very hard. We could think about it in 

terms of material possessions but as well as that, we can take it deeper and consider Jesus’s 

meaning in terms of our personal relationships and our emotional reactions and 

investments. 

For example, we talk about a Priest ‘leaving’ somewhere, when we should be talking about a 

Priest being ‘Called’ somewhere. We can choose to put a positive emphasis on the calling 

and not a negative emphasis on the leaving. 

Yet that does not lessen the pain, BUT it should help to make it easier to accept, knowing 

that the Priest is engaged in a positive action, a positive event that is initiated and led by 

God. 

For a parish ‘giving’ away a Priest is hard, for a Priest ‘offering’ themselves somewhere new 

is hard. But it is achieved because of obedience to God. And in the lives of us, the Lay 

people, we can do the same. Because we are called to ‘offer’ our lives in our parishes and 

homes and workplaces to God. 

 We are called to listen and we are called to follow too. We are called simply ‘To Be’ for God 

in our everyday and sometimes messy lives. 

In simply being where we live and where we work, in being known as Christians, being 

known as people who love God then we are responding to the challenge ‘to be’. So that 

each and every one of us can be the little pinch of salt in the community that is needed to 

flavour and to preserve, literally ‘to save’ the lives of those around us and in the workings of 

our own lives. 

So, can you be salt? Can you offer to show something of Jesus in your lives to make others 

feel good, feel positive, feel loved, maybe want to know a bit more about God? It may not 

always be an easy thing to do but … 

… Can you, just by being You and following Jesus help people think that maybe, just maybe 

God has something to offer in their lives too?  

 

Tracy Williams 
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2. Words to reflect upon 

Our poem this week is recommended by Rev Pam Beckinsale: 

 

 “Miracles”  - author and source unkonwn 

 

You’re a witness to many miracles 
This fact you may not have known. 
If you’ll open your eyes to God’s wonders, 
These miracles will be shown. 
 
The miracle of a friendship 
The miracle of true love, 
The miracle of a sunset 
In the sky so high above. 
 
The miracle of our laughter, 
The miracle of our tears, 
The miracle of our growing 
And maturing over the years. 
 
The miracle of each loved one. 
The miracle of joy 
That comes with the beautiful miracle 
Of a newborn girl or boy. 
 
Oh, let us focus our clouded eyes 
On the miracles all around, 
For whenever we can see clearly 
God’s miracles can be found. 
 

 

 

And you can listen to the hymn here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFG-CqYXyOo 

 

And we also have a hymn “O God of 

Earth and Altar” – G. K. Chesterton 

1  O God of earth and altar, 
bow down and hear our cry, 
our earthly rulers falter, 
our people drift and die; 
the walls of gold entomb us, 
the swords of scorn divide, 
take not thy thunder from us, 
but take away our pride. 

2  From all that terror teaches, 
from lies of tongue and pen, 
from all the easy speeches 
that comfort cruel men, 
from sale and profanation 
of honour and the sword, 
from sleep and from damnation, 
deliver us, good Lord! 

3  Tie in a living tether 
the prince and priest and thrall, 
bind all our lives together, 
smite us and save us all; 
in ire and exultation 
aflame with faith, and free, 
lift up a living nation, 
a single sword to thee. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFG-CqYXyOo
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3. Bible Readings  

Jeremiah 28:5 - 9 
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA) 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

obey either of sin, which leads to death, 
or of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God 
that you, having once been slaves of sin, 
have become obedient from the heart 
to the form of teaching to which you 
were entrusted, 18 and that you, having 
been set free from sin, have become 
slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking 
in human terms because of your natural 
limitations.[c] For just as you once 
presented your members as slaves to 
impurity and to greater and greater 
iniquity, so now present your members 
as slaves to righteousness for 
sanctification. 

20 When you were slaves of sin, you 
were free in regard to 
righteousness. 21 So what advantage did 
you then get from the things of which 
you now are ashamed? The end of 
those things is death. 22 But now that 
you have been freed from sin and 
enslaved to God, the advantage you get 
is sanctification. The end is eternal 
life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but 
the free gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

       Matthew 10:40 to end 
40 ‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes 

me, and whoever welcomes me 

welcomes the one who sent 

me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in 

the name of a prophet will receive a 

prophet’s reward; and whoever 

welcomes a righteous person in the 

name of a righteous person will receive 

the reward of the righteous; 42 and 

whoever gives even a cup of cold water 

to one of these little ones in the name 

of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of 

these will lose their reward.’ 

 

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the 
prophet Hananiah in the presence of the 
priests and all the people who were 
standing in the house of the LORD; 6 and the 
prophet Jeremiah said, ‘Amen! May 
the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfil the 
words that you have prophesied, and bring 
back to this place from Babylon the vessels 
of the house of the LORD, and all the 
exiles. 7 But listen now to this word that I 
speak in your hearing and in the hearing of 
all the people. 8 The prophets who 
preceded you and me from ancient times 
prophesied war, famine, and pestilence 
against many countries and great 
kingdoms. 9 As for the prophet who 
prophesies peace, when the word of that 
prophet comes true, then it will be known 
that the LORD has truly sent the prophet.’ 

      Romans 6:12 to end 

12 Therefore, do not let sin exercise 
dominion in your mortal bodies, to make 
you obey their passions. 13 No longer 
present your members to sin as 
instruments[a] of wickedness, but present 
yourselves to God as those who have been 
brought from death to life, and present 
your members to God as instruments[b] of 
righteousness. 14 For sin will have no 
dominion over you, since you are not 
under law but under grace. 

15 What then? Should we sin because we 
are not under law but under grace? By no 
means! 16 Do you not know that if you 
present yourselves to anyone as obedient 
slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you  

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28073c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28067a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+6&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-28067b
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4. Things to Make and Do  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Charlotte from Holy Trinity Sittingbourne has made a series of children’s videos and 
they are available on HTS’s You Tube Page…. Enjoy! 

 

© ROOTS for Churches Ltd (www.rootsontheweb.com) 2002-2020.Reproduced with permission. 
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Every Wednesday there is a Bible Study on Zoom with Mike and the Team from 
Holy Trinity Sittingbourne – there are still several sessions to go. There’s  a link 
in this week’s pew sheet -   but you can catch up here with “The Parable of the 

Sower” on You Tube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LxI_AVbtPZE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

5. Video Link – Recommended by our Music Director  
Director Catherine Orton has another recommendation for us:  

 

This week for the third Sunday after Trinity we have 
Come My Way, My Truth, My Life by Harris. 

 

https://youtu.be/Gj5Ad-Nyz90 
 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LxI_AVbtPZE
https://youtu.be/Gj5Ad-Nyz90
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6. Organists Choice: 
Our church may be closed at the moment, but our organist Nigel MacArthur is 

still thinking about the music too and has selected a piece of music for us 

today: 

 

Prelude et Fugue BWV 543 in A minor by J.S. Bach 

played by: French organist, Fabre Guin (b. 1988) on the Grand-Orgue de l'église 
St Sébastien de Nancy (France) Built by Dalstein-Haepfer in 1881 (Same year as 
our organ in St Michael's) 

 

https://youtu.be/SwemAATgPuw 

 
 

 

 

7. Homily  by Revd Pam Beckinsale 

 

Reading: Old Testament Jeremiah 5:1-8 

Reading: Gospel  Matthew 10:40-42 
 

 

     Perhaps the reading from Jeremiah is apt for our present circumstances. 

Jeremiah was known (and not liked) because he was always prophesying doom 

and gloom as the people, saw it. Whereas the cultic prophets were much more 

upbeat saying that all the holy vessels from the Temple will be returned from 

Babylon to the House of the Lord. Jeremiah replies that they will only be true 

https://youtu.be/SwemAATgPuw
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prophets when that actually happens.  You can only be a true prophet when 

your prophecy of peace, peace comes true. 

     Many people today would love to hear a prophesy saying that the virus has 

been defeated and everything can return to normal. We don’t need to keep 

away from one another, we can crowd onto beaches, we don’t need to be 

careful anymore. But that is not happening. As I write this on Friday, in the 

previous 24 hrs there have been 42 new cases of Covid-19 in Kent and 12 in 

Medway (area not hospital). 

     We need to beware any ‘false’ prophets who would love us to ignore the 

problems we encounter, who are selfish in not protecting those around them. 

Who proclaim ‘everything is ok’, when it is not ok. I realise times are very difficult 

and many want to get back to work. Others are finding it hard to cope with the 

isolation of lock-down, it’s affecting or creating a mental health problem. We 

long to see family and or friends, to be able to hug someone. In limited ways we 

can do that now but we must remain vigilant and not become ‘de-mob’ happy 

but respect the personal space of others and social distancing.  

     As we were reminded this (Friday) morning of the little prayer: Lord help me 

to remember that nothing is going to happen today that you and I can’t handle 

together. We can be supported by our faith and by one another. Love conquers 

all. Even giving someone a bottle of water will be rewarded one day. 

God bless you all, stay safe and keep well.      

 

Pam 

 

 

8. Prayers for this Week 

Collect for the Second Sunday of Trinity from the Church of England: 

Faithful Creator; 
whose mercy never fails: 
deepen our faithfulness to you 
and to your living Word, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
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A prayer from Carole via Facebook 

 

“A prayer that I love is  

Lord  

help me to remember that  

nothing is going to happen today  

that you and I together can't handle. 

Amen “ 

 
 
 
Prayers from Roots on the Web: 
 

Prayers of hope 

God of wind and dove and fire 

God of wind and dove and fire, 

speak freedom, peace and change 

over lands divided by war and by creed. 

Speak refreshment, assurance and warmth 

over lives afflicted by exhaustion and illness. 

Speak integrity, humility and challenge 

over churches crippled by fear and finances. 

Speak calm, gentleness and comfort 

over lives broken by grief and loss. 

Speak power, anointing and healing over 

each one of us, 

that there may be new beginnings, 

and a catalyst for change. 

Amen. 
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Spirit of fire, warm us with your 
everlasting love 

Spirit of fire, warm us with your everlasting love. 

Spirit of wind, blow away hurtful words that 

damage relationships. 

Spirit of earthquake, carry away our fears. 

Spirit of breeze, restore our peace with your 

calming breath. 

Spirit of the living God, speak to us in words 

we can understand. 

Amen. 

 
You can also find prayer resources on the Church of England’s Website here: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer 

 
 
9. Information re: Daily Prayers  
 
 
 

Please do tune in for Daily Morning Prayer,  
every day at 10.30,  
on St. Michael’s Facebook Page:  
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSittingbourne/ 

 

 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSittingbourne/

