
 
 

Trinity 3  
 

A Short Reflective Service of Prayer for those at home 
 

 
Opening Prayer 

It is good to praise your name O Lord, 
Creator God and liberator of our lives. 

 

Jesus said, ‘not my will, but yours be done.’ 
 

In these difficult times, bless us with wisdom, 
bless us as we worship you in our homes, 

bless us as we seek to serve you faithfully and selflessly, 
 

In fellowship with all the Saints, may our words and lives 
forever proclaim the glory of your Son, our Saviour, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN 
 

A Reading from the New Testament 
 

God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’  
God said, ‘Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land  

of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt-offering on one of the mountains  
that I shall show you.’ So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, 

and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac;  
 

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there 
and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top 

of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his 
son. But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven,  

and said, ‘Abraham, Abraham!’  



And he said, ‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything 
to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, 

your only son, from me.’ And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket 
by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt-offering 
instead of his son. So Abraham called that place ‘The Lord will provide’; as it is 

said to this day, ‘On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.’ 
      

Genesis 22 v 1 - 3; 9 - 14 
 
 

Light  your own Candle  
(please ensure this is done safely) 

 
Pause for a moment of quiet 

 

Thought for the Day - ‘Faith to believe, faith to change’ 

 

Last week, the commemoration of St Alban revealed how his life had been changed 
by encountering the gospel of love made known by Jesus Christ.  

Alban, although a Christian for just a few hours was prepared to give up his life 
in order to save the life of another; if Alban’s selflessness is hard to contemplate 

then our Bible reading this week may prove even more difficult! 
 

Today we see God ‘test’ Abraham’s faith; God’s directive to Abraham to take his 
son to the location chosen by God and sacrifice him to please God is both  

culturally unpalatable and unacceptable to us in our modern world and rightly so.    

Mercifully, God spares Abraham and Isaac from such a hideous act because  
Abraham has shown his willingness to give up his own son when asked. 

 

In this passage from the Old Testament, the very nature of God  
seems questionable in a more liberal age, for the world today seems far removed 

from a time where human sacrifice was both practiced and demanded. 
 

Caravagio’s depiction of Isaac’s pending fete is chilling, the angel seems to be  
having some difficulty in persuading Abraham that God was merely testing his faith 
and that there is no need to slaughter his Son. Those who know this painting will 
see that I have ‘edited’ the picture. I have reduced the picture in order to remove 

the knife about to be plunged into the innocent child. Some may ask, ‘Why?’ 
 

Culturally knife crime (let alone human sacrifice) is just morally unacceptable and 
yet by editing the picture it appears I am seeking to edit the text and thus I risk      

offending those with a high value of the scriptures and who find such a historical  
depiction acceptable as a teaching aid.  

 

Images can convey powerful ideologies, ideas that are not always helpful and 
sometimes can be misunderstood. Just looking at the image may not be enough to 
understand what is being represented or discussed, some knowledge of the story is 

essential in making any value judgments. 
 

Becoming a Christian is not just a case of looking forward to heaven when we die. 
it’s also choosing to separate ourselves from former things in our lives here on 

earth which were ungodly. If we try to live for God without separating ourselves from 
the ideologies of the past that are decidedly harmful to other human-beings, then 

they will themselves will become a curse upon our lives.  
 

Whilst history cannot simply be re-written, history must not in itself shackle us to the 
past, every generation is called upon to learn from past mistakes and to build a  



better and more sensitive approach to the future. 
 

Currently the nation, which includes the church is having to look back into history 
and identify those images and ideologies that have been harmful to the equality and 

development of what it means to be human and made in the image of God. 
 

All life is precious regardless of colour or creed. 
 

For Christians, having faith in Christ means being willing to give up the things that 
continue to hold us in a place of spiritual darkness and danger. It is vital that as 
Christians we help to liberate the world from its prejudices and adopt a radical 

stance towards ungodly things or behavior. 
 

The testing of our faith to act against racism or any other form of inequality may be 
far removed from the testing of Abraham’s faith in God however, what we share in 
common with this Old Testament passage is the need to show that our faith is both 
real and committed. True faith is costly, Jesus, Abraham and St Alban have all been 
called upon to demonstrate costly faith, now it is our turn to show how we are willing 

to bring freedom and life to the oppressed.  
 

The pathway forwards will not be easy, nor without risk of causing further  
heartache, but Christians are commanded to love each other  

as Christ showed his love for us. 
 

Pause for a moment of quiet 

 
 

Merciful God, 

Where we have erred, forgive us our foolish ways and pride, 
make us worthy of your name. 

help us to worship and serve you sincerely 
and lead us to do what is right. 

 

Guide us day by day and speak to our hearts through the night 
of the good we may endeavor to do in your name. 

Be near us through the whole of life so that nothing can shake our faith; 
show us the path that leads to life 

and let your Holy Spirit sustain us now and forever. AMEN 
 

 
A Call to Prayer 

 

Let us pray for the world, the Church and each other 
 

Prayers for the World 
 

Who will we pray for today? Let us name them. 
 

(Silently name those we pray for) 
 

 
 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Have mercy on your people O God 
In this new and changed world that stands before us. 

 

Bring healing and wholeness to people and nations, 
and have pity on those suffering in their isolation. 

 



Strengthen all who are fearful of disease and death, 
bring them to a new hope in Christ. 

 

Hear the cry of those in pain, those who lament, 
grant them your peace and surround them with your presence. 

 

Give rest to the departed 
and bring them, with your saints, to glory everlasting. 

 

We commend the world to you for which Christ died, 
lead us in the pathways of truth and grant us your protection O God, 

Now and forever more, AMEN. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done;                               
On earth as it is in heaven.               

Give us this day our daily bread.      
And forgive us our trespasses,        

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;      

But Deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

For ever and ever.  AMEN 

 
Closing Prayer  

 
Let us hold firm to the truths we have been taught, 

let us be strong through the grace that is ours, 
that we may share the good news of Christ Jesus 
and fulfil the tasks that God gives to us each day. 

 

For the peace we are promised which the world cannot destroy, 
for the hope of heaven on earth and the final song of joy, 

Thanks be to God. AMEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


