
 
 

Trinity 2  
 

A Short Reflective Service of  
Prayer for those at home 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Opening Prayer 
In fellowship with all the Saints, 

may our hearts not only worship you O Lord, but 
may our prayers bear witness to our faith  

and may our words forever proclaim  
the glory of your Son,  

Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN 
 
 
 

 
A Reading from the New Testament 

 

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my 
Gospel, for which I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But 

God’s word is not chained. Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, 
that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 

Here is a trustworthy saying: 
If we died with him, we will also live with him. 

      

2 Timothy 2  v 8 - 11 
 
 
 
 

Light  your own Candle  
(please ensure this is done safely) 

 
Pause for a moment of quiet 

 

 

Thought for the Day 

I have sometimes pondered ‘What puts a smile on the face of God?’ 



 

Very shortly, I begin my twenty-fifth year of being a priest in God’s church;  
in some respects it seems a long time ago since the Bishop of Rochester ordained 

me a ‘deacon’ in his Cathedral and yet in other ways, the time has flown. 
 

When I began my ministry in Southeast London, no one knew me, 
and yet surely I thought, I stood out amongst the crowded pavements in 

Bexleyheath, after all, I was wearing a bright and shiny new clerical collar, 
was not the whole world looking at me? In truth, few noticed!  

 

After two years, I left the comfort of a curacy to begin my vocation as a parish 
priest. As I look back, there have been many things that have brought both a smile 

to my own face and an occasional tear! 
 

I shall never forget when the police knocked my door to tell me there had been a 
‘break in’ at the church, what really happened was there had been a ‘break out!’  

It turned out that our resident alcoholic had been locked in the toilets at the end of 
the evening service, after he had found and drunk all the communion wine he could 

manage, he escaped to get some sleep. We guessed what had happened,  
but this was confirmed when two months later, the culprit  bumped into me  

and blurted out his confession in the middle of the High Street! ☺ 
 

Another memory which stands out was the young child (about 8 years old) whose 
rabbit had died one Sunday morning. He asked the vicar if he could pray in front of 

the church, in his prayer he asked God for forgiveness because he had not  
cherished his rabbit enough and now it was too late! Many had a tear in their eye!  

 

The highs and lows of ministry witness to our humanity, its failings and its strengths. 
 

Our Bible reading was chosen to commemorate the courage and humility of          
St Alban, whose death we remember tomorrow (Monday) in the church calendar. 

 

The story of St Alban has always been something of a challenge for me;  
Alban was a Roman soldier who one night gave a fleeing Christian priest shelter.  
As they talked in the darkness, the priest spoke of Jesus and his love for Christ; it 
was powerful and inspiring and when the roman guards hunting the priest knocked 
upon Alban’s door, he answered wearing the priests clothes. Alban’s actions had  

allowed the priest to escape but it would cost Alban his life. Alban had known Jesus 
in his heart but a few hours and yet he was willing to suffer death for Christ. 

 

To be prepared to suffer for the Gospel of Jesus Christ is indeed a noble  
and courageous thing, now you know why I said earlier that I find the story of Alban 

challenging. Thankfully in twenty-five years of ministry, my faith has never been 
tested in the way of both St Alban or St Paul.  

 

All these years on, my clerical collar has lost its sparkle, unsurprisingly, I have not 
been elevated to become a bishop and I remain an unknown human-being amongst 

the millions of our world but may I share this piece of wisdom with you; I have 
learned that it isn’t the Christian acts you do that exalt you in God’s eyes, it is the 
reason you do what you do for Jesus that not only pleases God but ensures that 
when our days end  upon the earth, God will raise us up to live with him forever.’  

When we humbly realise this, I think a smile breaks out upon the face of God.  

 
Pause for a moment of quiet 

 

Merciful God, 
as we humbly think of the world YOU created, 



we are all here as your children, inhabitants of the one Earth. 
 

We bring to this place our fears and anxieties, 
our visions and dreams for the future, 
we also bring our politics and prayers, 

our strengths and our weaknesses, 
our issues and concerns. 

 

Where we have erred, forgive us our foolish pride, 
make us fit to enter your presence; 

help us to worship and serve you sincerely 
and lead us to do what is right. 

 

Strengthen us always to hold on to our faith in you 
no matter what it costs. 

 
God our protector 

We trust in you for our safety, 
We depend on you for all we need, 

All good things come from you, 
We commit our future into your hands, 

Guide us day by day and speak to our hearts through the night, 
Be near us so that nothing can shake our faith, 

Show us the path that leads to life, 
Let your Spirit fill us with joy 

And let your service be our delight forever. AMEN 
 

 
A Call to Prayer 

 

Let us pray for the world, the Church and each other 
 

Prayers for the World 
 

Who will we pray for today? Let us name them. 
 

(Silently name those we pray for) 
 

 
 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Have mercy on your people O God 
In this new and changed world that stands before us. 

 

Bring healing and wholeness to people and nations, 
and have pity on those suffering in their isolation. 

 

Strengthen all who are fearful of disease and death, 
bring them to a new hope in Christ. 

 

Hear the cry of those in pain, those who lament, 
grant them your peace and surround them with your presence. 

 

Give rest to the departed 
and bring them, with your saints, to glory everlasting. 

 

We commend the world to you for which Christ died, 
lead us in the pathways of truth and grant us your protection O God, 



Now and forever more, AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done;                               
On earth as it is in heaven.               

Give us this day our daily bread.      
And forgive us our trespasses,        

As we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;      

But Deliver us from evil.      
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

For ever and ever.  AMEN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Closing Prayer  
 

Let us hold firm to the truths we have been taught, 
let us be strong through the grace that is ours, 

that we may share the good news of Christ Jesus 
and fulfil the tasks that God gives to us each day. 

 

For the peace we are promised 
which the world cannot destroy, 
for the hope of heaven on earth 

and the final song of joy, 
Thanks be to God. AMEN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


