
 

 

 
 

 
Trinity 1  

 

A Short Reflective Service of Prayer  
for those at home 

 

We are here this morning Lord, 
as people who have felt your touch in the sunlight, 

admired the work of your hand in all creation.  
We have wondered at your mystery in the stars 

and we marvel that as the maker of the universe, 
You know us by name. 

 

We are here O God, to praise and worship you - 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. AMEN 

 
A Reading from the New Testament 

 

Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues,  
and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every 

sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, 

‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few;  
therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest.’ 

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean 
spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every sickness.  

These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon, also known as Peter,  
and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and  

Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax-collector; James son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed him.   

 

Matthew 9  v 35 - Chapter 10 v 4 
 
 

Light  your own Candle  
(please ensure this is done safely) 

 
Pause for a moment of quiet 

 

Thought for the Day 



Today we see Jesus gather to himself twelve disciples, some of their names are 
more familiar than others, I want to focus on just two, Peter and Judas. 

 

Both of these disciples are today remembered for very different reasons, St Peter, 
because he has become an icon for the church. The basilica that stands at the 

heart of Rome, and thus many would say at the heart of Christendom bears witness 
to this patron saint who was given the keys to the kingdom by Jesus himself. 

 

Judas of course is remembered for but one thing, his betrayal of Jesus with a kiss! 
 

Throughout history some people are raised up for their great deeds  
whilst others, though not forgotten stand eternally condemned. 

 

 It seems ironic that both Judas and Peter betray Jesus, 
both are exposed in the Bible. First, Jesus tells his disciples at the ‘Last Supper’, 

‘One of you will betray me,’ to which Judas was quick to say, 
‘Surely not I, Lord?’  ‘Yes, it is you,’ Jesus said to him. Matthew 26 v 21-22 

 

And did not Jesus say to Peter, ‘Before the cock crows three times, 
You will disown me,’ and of course, Peter did exactly that following Jesus’ arrest by 

the Chief Priests at Easter. Matthew 26 v 69-end 
 

What can we learn from this? When Jesus chose his disciples, he knew that neither 
Peter nor Judas were perfect, such a truth prevails for all who have lived, all who 

have chosen to follow and serve Christ; for our ancestors and for us all today. 
We all have strengths and weaknesses, past failures and future hopes. 

 

What differentiates Peter from Judas is that Judas as we are given to believe  
never saw any wrong in his actions, where as Peter felt the power of guilt consume 

him. If asked, I’ve no doubt both would seek to justify their actions, but in truth, 
both Judas and Peter got it wrong, however, Peter learnt from his mistakes!  

 

Sometimes we do the right thing and sometimes we don’t. 
 

In a moment of hindsight Peter saw the importance of human integrity;  
there is wisdom in the phrase, ‘say what you mean and mean what you say.’ 

 

In 1807, the abolition of slavery took a huge step forwards, however it took until 
1833 to abolish slavery in the British Empire. Untold damage has been done  

because of our ancestors reticence to see the wrong in such human behavior;  
the subjugation of black people spawned the roots of racism that have 

continued to poison the worlds behavior towards one another for nearly 200 years. 
 

What happened to George Floyd was wrong, surely we can all see that,  
yet so many of us remain blind to the daily injustices that continue to demean so 

many peoples lives because of human prejudice of one sort or another.  
Let’s be honest, it is not just black people who suffer from racism,  

the Chinese are not too popular since Covid 19! 
  

We all stand under judgment  for what we do or say for human integrity is easily  
exposed. If what we did yesterday was wrong then let us use our tomorrows to seek 

to do that which is right, that which honours each other and the peoples of this 
world that God created equal. We cannot hide our true nature but we can shape it. 

 

How will those in the future remember us?     
Pause for a moment of quiet 

 

Merciful God, 
as we think of the world You created, 



we are all here as your children, inhabitants of the one Earth. 
 

We bring to this place our fears and anxieties, 
our visions and dreams for the future, 
we also bring our politics and prayers, 

our strengths and our weaknesses, 
our issues and concerns. 

 

Where we have erred, forgive us our pride, 
our reluctance to accept new ways; 

our becoming hardened or indifferent to the pain of others. 
 

Lord, make us aware, make us repentant, 
heal us of our blindness to the injustices of our world, 

cure our deafness to the cries of the oppressed. 
 

Teach us to love, teach us compassion. 
Above all, out of love and compassion, teach us to act 

So that we may find wholeness and peace with each other. AMEN 
 

 
A Call to Prayer 

 

Let us pray for the world, the Church and each other 
 

Prayers for the World 
 

Who will we pray for today? Let us name them. 
 

(Silently name those we pray for) 
 

 
 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Have mercy on your people O God 
In this new and changed world that stands before us. 

 

Bring healing and wholeness to people and nations, 
and have pity on those suffering in their isolation. 

 

Strengthen all who are fearful of disease and death, 
bring them to a new hope in Christ. 

 

Hear the cry of those in pain, those who lament, 
grant them your peace and surround them with your presence. 

 

Give rest to the departed 
and bring them, with your saints, to glory everlasting. 

 

We commend the world to you for which Christ died, 
lead us in the pathways of truth and grant us your protection O God, 

Now and forever more, AMEN. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Our Father, who art in heaven 
Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done;                               
On earth as it is in heaven.               

Give us this day our daily bread.      



And forgive us our trespasses,        
As we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation;      
But Deliver us from evil.      

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
For ever and ever.  AMEN 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Closing Prayer  

 
In the end as in the beginning, God is God: 

loved by us, wanted by us, 
praised by us, served by us, 

filling his people with the gifts of the Spirit, 
making them whole for the good of the earth. 

 
For the peace we are promised 
which the world cannot destroy, 
for the hope of heaven on earth 

and the final song of joy, 
Thanks be to God. AMEN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As we wait, may these words of St Augustine be our daily prayer: 


