
The reflection for Sunday June 14th - written by Janet Collins. 

When we hear the word Missionary I wonder what we think? Perhaps at some time you might 

like to sit and think this through and talk about it with someone close to you. 

What do you really THINK? 

What do you FEEL? 

What picture comes to MIND? 

What do you WONDER? 

What IMPACT does it have on you? 

Being a Missionary doesn’t just happen, it is planned and built on experience and sound 

teaching. It needs the person to have a right relationship with God and a heart the responds to 

anothers’ needs. 

Jesus was a Missionary and he put time, energy and effort into making Missionaries of his 12 

disciples, and there was nothing woolly or vague about what he wants these 12 to do. He took 

the time to pray, to consider and reflect on what was needed before he sent them out in pairs to 

begin God’s work. 

He knew that there would be struggles for them, but he knew that they would only learn by 

actually doing what was being asked and expected of them. They had to learn to trust, both in 

each other and in their faith in God and in the possibility that God was indeed working in and 

through them. 

Jesus knew that they would face difficulties, challenges they had not met before, hostility and 

fear. He sent them out in pairs to be a support to one another and to encourage them in that 

trust. Jesus did not want them to be alone, but to feel the presence of both their partners and 

God. The work they were being asked to do was, in fact, the beginning of the Christian message 

being spread throughout the world. 

He likens them to labourers at harvest time. A huge task awaiting them, 12 men to bring home a 

bountiful harvest. This was such a good picture to give them, after all they were rural men, 

knowing the importance of good harvests in their own villages and good catches of fish from the 

sea to feed their communities. They understood how whole communities came out to help at 

these times and worked for the good of all. They knew the problems of sheep that wandered 

from the reach of the shepherd, the danger they would be in from wild animals and dangerous 

ground. 

These pictures that Jesus drew for them as he talked would have had a very real meaning and 

helped them to understand the enormity of the task he was asking them to undertake. Hard work 

indeed, but when this picture is applied to people there would be different problems. People, 

having minds of their own would be likely to disagree and argue, would be able to walk away if 

they didn’t like what they were hearing and couldn’t face or understand the challenge that turning 

to Jesus would make in their lives. 



Jesus didn’t give each one a different task, but gave them the space to use their own gifts to the 

best of their abilities. 

The need for workers in his harvest is with us today, just as strongly as it was for those early 

disciples. There is not one size that fits all! We are all created as individuals, but in the likeness 

of Jesus. Do we see that when we look into the face of a stranger? Do we smile or say good 

morning or do we look the other way.? Have you noticed recently how many folk wearing masks 

do not make eye contact, but put their heads down as they walk past? 

Christian life is not all excitement, we all have challenging days, especially at this time in our 

world. Yet we are called to trust, to be the encouragers, the listening ear, the mouth of prayer, 

the eyes that see a problem, the heart of love to all those around us. And that is a challenge for 

us, just as it was for those first Disciples. Jesus had a plan for them and we believe that he has a 

plan for each of us too. 

Let’s end where we started by thinking about what that word Missionary means personally to 

each of us. In faith we are called to be the hands, eyes, ears and heart of Jesus, here in this 

place at this time. Yes, even through the difficulties that we are all sharing. We can only be this 

person if we stay close to Jesus and his teaching. We can only understand this by talking to Him 

regularly and often in our prayers and in reading his Word. And just like when we make a phone 

call or are called we say ”Oh ,I’m so glad you phoned!” Jesus wants us to know that he is 

overjoyed when we make that contact with him. We need to keep in touch to keep our 

relationship alive and healthy so that we can be fruitful workers, missionaries for him in this place 

at this time. Amen 

 


