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            What’s on at Christ Church        

           Church Street, Stannington 

      

           

             

             CHRIST CHURCH IS ACTIVE! 

 

 

DESPITE THE CHURCH BUILDING BEING SHUT DUE TO CORONAVIRUS 

LOCKDOWN A 10.30AM SUNDAY SERVICE IS RECORDED EACH WEEK: 

DO JOIN US. 

The recordings of the services and sermons are all available on You Tube 

from the home page of the website. 

www.christchurchstannington.co.uk 

 

  

 

Please also check our website for 

Thought for the Week                                                                                                      

published on Thursdays. 

 

 

 

        For more information:        Like our page:   www.facebook.com/ChristChurchStannington           

                                        Website:   www.christchurchstannington.co.uk                                

                                      E-mail:   info@christchurchstannington.co.uk 

        

       Parish Priest:                  Revd. Tim Fletcher,    

                                      The Vicarage, 214 Oldfield Road             Tel: 234 9247 

                                        E-mail: tim906fletcher@btinternet.com  

        

       Curate:                       Revd. Alison Cook                         Tel: 234 3463 

                                      E-mail: alison42cook@hotmail.co.uk 
        
       Parish Office :                  info@christchurchstannington.co.uk                                        

Christ Church mission statement:  

To know and share God’s love for all, growing in Christian community 
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Revd Tim Fletcher writes: 

‘Come to me all who are weary and burdened and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me for I am gentle 
and humble in heart and you will find rest for your souls. For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light.’ Matthew 11:28-30 

As I write we are now 2 months into our period of lockdown as we 
seek to respond to the danger of coronavirus and do our best to 
protect the NHS. Many people have responded bravely and     
compassionately to this crisis and it has been heartening to see the 
dedication of medical and social care staff, neighbours looking out 
for the elderly or those self-isolating in their street and church members seeking to live out their faith in a 
changing context. At the same time many are finding things increasingly challenging as we face            
bereavement, financial concerns and uncertainty over jobs and schooling provision. Some people are 
considering what we can learn from this so we don’t simply seek a return to ‘normal’, particularly regarding 
environmental issues. Others are considering ‘why has God let this happen?’ Sometimes it is very difficult 
to reconcile the question of suffering with the concept of a God of love but both are true: we live in an   
imperfect world (and we have all contributed to that imperfection) and we serve a God who has suffered 
on our behalf to bring help in our suffering and to bring about healing for our damaged world. 

Please let me tell you how we have sought such help and sought to bring such help here at Christ Church 
and do please join in with this if you are able. We have set up small groups of around 10 people to provide 
companionship through telephone contact, spiritual support through sharing of prayer requests, and   
practical support through offers of help with shopping. Each group is led by a member of our church   
leadership team (Parochial Church Council) who aims to circulate contact details and contact each person 
weekly and then to send a weekly update to the groups (usually by e-mail or by post if not online) copying 
in the clergy (to keep them informed). 

We have also updated our church website and aim to offer a weekly service and sermon on that site along 
with respective children’s activities, prayer suggestions and a mid-week ‘thought for the week’. 

We have also been able to continue with our collaborative venture with Stanwood Methodist Church in the 
Foodbank so those who are going through hard times in our community can be helped by those able to 
offer provisions at this time.  

Sometime it’s difficult to answer the question of ‘why does God let this happen?’ and perhaps we need to 
be more focused on ‘how does God want us to respond in this?’ God does want to help in this situation as 
our opening verses from Matthew’s gospel remind us, and can I encourage us to respond to that offer in 
prayer. Do please look into our website as above ( www.christchurchstannington.co.uk ) which also      
includes information about the foodbank and do be in touch if you would like to be part of one of the 
groups (contact details are on page 2 of this magazine). 

Yours 

Tim  
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The church building will have been closed for nearly 

three months by the time you read this but Christ 

Church the community is very much open.  

The first service went on to the YouTube channel on 

March 22, which was Mothering Sunday. Usually, a 

spray of daffodils has been distributed by children to 

every woman in church. That could not happen this 

year when nobody was physically present. It is the 

physical experience which is most missed – the 

bread and wine of Communion, the handshake of 

peace, the interaction with others in caring          

conversation, the live music, the busy activities of 

children…. 

But, even though we 

cannot have any of that, 

and miss what we     

cannot have, we can still 

have virtual services, if 

we have the internet. 

And since that first      

service on 22 March, the 

clergy and others have 

soared out of their    

comfort zones, support-

ed by the technical wiz-

ardry of the most digitally 

experienced church members. This could not have 

happened without speedy improvements to the   

content of the church website, thanks to Penny  

Watkin, Felicity Cook and Sarah Vaughan.  

It is Revd Alison Cook who 

has had the fastest learning 

curve because it is she who 

has edited material from a 

number of contributors into 

what is now a seamless 

Sunday service. At         

Pentecost on May 31st, the 

service was taken by Revd 

Tim Fletcher, who also 

preached the sermon, while 

prayers, Bible readings, and music contributed by 

others, were all edited in. The service also featured 

a reading of the same text in different languages in 

an echo of the babble experienced at the first     

Pentecost. Linked children’s activities could be    

accessed. Alison says she has had some very late 

bedtimes editing all this material into a single whole, 

in time for Sunday mornings. 

Those without access to the internet cannot share 

the full experience, and that seems insurmountable, 

but sermons and other sections of the service can 

be printed off for them. 

One curious aspect is that all services have been 

watched by numbers greater than would attend the 

church’s two services on a typical Sunday. Indeed 

one service in particular – the 6am Sunrise service 

on Easter Day, taken by Revd Joe Cooper - reached 

2500 people. Capturing some of the atmosphere of 

the first Easter morning, the service began in silence 

except for bird song, as the sun rose over the 

churchyard.  

So when will church services resume? Christ 

Church will follow the national   approach of the 

Church of England, which is taking account of public 

health advice. The emphasis has been on playing 

our part in keeping the nation safe, but it will seem 

odd if  churches are slower to re-open than other 

indoor places where the public gather, such as    

cinemas or halls. In the meantime, the churchyard 

can be used. It is peaceful and a haven for nature, 

and graves and  memorials can be tended.  

Christ Church has learnt to embrace different    

methods of communication during the lockdown, like 

many other organisations. It is unthinkable that this 

can be un-learned, even when we re-discover the 

physical experience of being in church. ‘The way    

forward is never back’, says Alison. 

CHURCH SERVICES GO ONLINE DURING LOCKDOWN 

By Andrew Lockley 
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Editorial 

Funerals 

We offer sympathy to the family and friends of:    

    31st March            Heather Balaiss 

    2nd April              Terence Cunningham 

    22nd April             Roy Stuart 

    23rd April             Merle Barlow 

     

    12th May              Jean Wilson 

    15th May              Brian Brant      

 

PARISH REGISTERS 

To arrange Baptisms, Banns and Weddings  

please contact the clergy. 

For the first time, this magazine is being published in digital format only. Circumstances do not allow us to organise 

printing and delivery to all 5000 households in Stannington as we have done four times a year for over three years. 

Christ Church is considering the best ways to communicate with its parish in the future, recognising that people ’s 

expectations may not be the same as before the pandemic. 

Does a digital version work for you? Tell us what you think about that, or any other views on the magazine. You can 

leave a post on Christ Church’s Facebook page, or send a message to info@christchurchstannington.co.uk.     

We are very aware that some in our community cannot easily access information online. If you know of anyone in 

this position, please help them to see this magazine.  

AND to our advertisers; please contact our advertising manager (see p15) about your business needs. We realise 

that these may have changed as a result of the pandemic. 

SO WHEN WILL CHRIST CHURCH REOPEN?  Although the Government is now permitting churches to open 
again for individual prayer, this is on the basis that each church complies with social distancing guidelines. Christ 
Church will need to be sure that the risks to congregations are manageable before re-opening the church and hall, 
and will have regard to guidelines as they change. Funerals are separately covered, but the Government is still not 
allowing weddings.  Please watch our website for updates. 

THE FOODBANK NEEDS SUPPORT 

Stannington’s foodbank is a venture of the Methodist and Anglican churches in Stannington. It 

only opened in January, but it has had to move up several gears during the Covid-19 crisis. 

Between 40 and 60 people have been receiving food parcels each week. Most collect them 

when the foodbank is open on Mondays between 12 and 2 at Stanwood Methodist Church, but 

deliveries can be arranged for those who cannot get out. 

Although Morrisons have donated generously, the foodbank also depends on small donations every week. Current 

needs are always posted on the foodbank’s Facebook page, so please check before donating. The page can also 

be accessed on the link from Christ Church’s website.  If there is any surplus, it is donated to The Cathedral Archer 

Project, or to Stannington schools to provide for children who are not getting their free school meals. 

Donations can be left at the Go Local shop in the village, in the box in the front garden at 120 Marchwood Rd, and 

at Stanwood Church between 2-3 on Wednesdays and between 11-12 on Fridays.  

Any queries to Jane Wall on 07706 285280.   

‘TO ANYONE STRUGGLING AT THIS TIME AND IN NEED 
OF A FEW ESSENTIALS TO KEEP THEM GOING - NO 

JUDGMENT, NO STIGMA, JUST PARCELS DELIVERED 
WITH THE COLLECTIVE LOVE OF OUR AMAZING LOCAL 

COMMUNITY’. 
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Ainsley. Life changed as Lockdown became a reality for myself, my family and 
the country.  The isolation, lack of freedom to move around to visit friends and do 
fun stuff with my daughter has been challenging on all levels. My nine year old     
daughter is dyslexic and I had to adjust to home schooling, which has been     
challenging and rewarding. She has been my light and I have cherished her more 
than ever. I now do tik-toks, which are fun but also embarrassing, and Roblox has 
kept her in touch with her friends. 
I am from London and I haven’t been able to see my partner or my family and I 
miss them all very much. Long distance relationships are a struggle anyway but 
Steve and I are stronger than ever. I do worry for his safety as he works as a    
London bus driver and was not furloughed.  
Sadly, I lost a dear friend and had to watch her funeral service on zoom. My heart 
aches for our losses in this trying time for us all. I praise our NHS staff and all our 
key workers that go out and do what they need to do to keep us going and felt 
that the weekly clapping was brilliant. On a positive note, during this time I have 
got to know my neighbours better. It takes me back to the 70s-80s when people 
actually spoke to each other! Again, I value that and it has kept my spirits up. 
Those chats have made me smile and laugh when so much sadness is going on 
around us. I don’t think life will ever be the same again and I hope we learn from 
this unusual time.   

Hattie. Like most people I’ve really missed my friends. I have also missed church 
and school. I really don’t like having to do school work at home and it’s weird that 
none of my friends or the teachers are there. It is really disappointing that my 
school year would normally go to sleep for a night at the Weston park museum 
and sadly we can’t. I’m also really missing gymnastics because I used to go twice 
a week. I’m also really missing other family members as well. They all live far 
away and I can’t go to see them.  

Me and my family always used to go on really long walks because my dogs enjoy 
them but, sadly, we haven’t done that for a while. I have enjoyed shorter walks 
and during them I’ve seen quite a few of my friends. The good thing is that I can 
still see them at a social distance but I do miss seeing them more often. 

Theo. I am a Year 6 pupil at Nook Lane junior school and I feel that there are 
pros and cons to this global pandemic and you will feel both happy and sad 
about it.  These include spending more time with your family (pro) and not seeing 
your friends (con).  
I had been working hard all year towards doing my very best in my SATs and so 
it was rather frustrating for me that they were cancelled. As well as that, I’m    
extremely disappointed because after SATs we were going to go on our Y6    
residential to Lockerbrook Farm Outdoor Centre.  School tried to make it up to 
us, but to be honest it made me feel worse.  I am also missing going to scouts, 
church and school yet I know that not attending is a necessary measure to take.  

Recently I enjoyed a socially distanced walk with a good friend.  I also met up at 
a distance of about 4m with another friend who delivered a gift to us.  What has 
truly kept me sane is talking to my friends over videogames and WhatsApp calls.  
However, I am finding things quite hard now and wonder how long it might last. I 
will be starting at Bradfield School in September, and do not know whether things 
will be back to normal by then, or whether we will need to adopt a new ‘normal’ 
way of life.    

What Lockdown means to me:  

interviews by Carol Ritson 

Continued on next page 
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Mike. I’m 65 and not yet retired.  My life has changed in many ways. The main 
difference is that for the last fifteen years, I have spent time with, or looked after, 
my three grandchildren at least twice a week and recently I’ve only seen them a 
handful of times, at a distance. The difference is strange. Then, there’s working 
from home. Novel, at first. Now unwelcome. Other things which have impacted 
me, and which are all connected to the lifestyle change, are a flare-up of various 
physical ailments, a lack of exercise, altered sleep patterns and weight gain.  All 
in all, it’s very strange and very unwelcome.  

Jacqui. I taught PE for 30 years in a secondary school and very recently        
retrained as a Personal Trainer. In January I began running classes at a local 
gym for the ladies of Stannington. I met some wonderful people and forged lots 
of great relationships during those eight short weeks. 
This all came to a halt in March and since then I have really missed my      
daughter, friends and the classes I ran. I have spent the time productively      
redecorating my house and improving my garden. 
The lockdown has made me realise how much I take for granted in life, how  
precious time is and how important family and friends are. I haven’t felt sad but 
really cannot wait for the time when we can all get back to some form of         
normality. 

Sue and George. We both have underlying health conditions, especially George, 
and as lockdown approached I started to become nervous of going out. I would 
drive late at night, to the post box nearby and post birthday cards, and other such 
pleasantries. Within a week we realised that we should do as we had been told 
and stop in the house. Thankfully, we had been shopping and stocked up the 
week before, so we were fine to begin with. The following week, I began to panic 
and had a meltdown. Then our blessed neighbours with children, invited us to join 
in with their shopping deliveries from whatever supermarket slot they could get. 
Gradually other neighbours who were able to shop carefully, knocked on our door 
and asked if we needed anything.  It was so lovely to be included and we felt so 
touched. We have also had goods delivered from our local shops. We have relied 
upon them so much and they have done us proud. As for prescriptions, we had 
those delivered too.  For anything else, the internet and especially Amazon came 
in handy. After three weeks we started to relax and realised that enjoying our  
garden, doing jobs around the house and watching television are exactly the 
things we do anyway! Life has become peaceful. Birdsong is loud and enjoyable. 
We especially love playing scrabble outside under the umbrella.  

We don’t know how this situation will affect the world and when anything will be 
back to normal but we do know that we have been very blessed with friends and 
neighbours who keep in touch and help. The rush has gone out of our lives, and 
we are very much enjoying God’s Planet and appreciating what we have been 
given. 

HBH ELECTRICAL 

Domestic: Commercial: Industrial 

New Installations: Burglar Alarms 

Sockets to Rewires: Fire Alarms 

Security & Emergency Lighting 

Proprietor J. E. Bales 

Tel 0114 233 5029  Mobile 07973 838 911 

Handyman and Gardening Services 

Patios & Fencing. Fast and friendly service. 

No job too small 

 

 

 

Ring Daniel  07872 618 949 
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The medical profession has been at the heart of our struggles with Covid 19. So I felt privileged to be 
able to spend time on the phone speaking with Julie Marsden, a member of our congregation and a 
frontline nurse. I have been friends with Julie for many years, but I learnt many new things about her call 
to nursing as we chatted. I hope you enjoy her story as much as I did. 

 

Why did you decide to become a nurse? 

Believe it or not, but it was a children’s comic, Twinkle. I used to love to read 
about Nurse Nancy. My Mum bought the comic for me each week and I 
couldn’t wait to see what Nurse Nancy would be doing. After reading those 
stories I just knew I wanted to be a nurse it was the beginning of a call on my 
life. But following that call wasn’t going to be easy. My school careers advisor 
said “No, you don’t want to be a nurse, be a typist or a secretary, that’s a 
sensible job for a girl.” I did as I was advised and went to typing school. But 
the call didn’t go away. It wasn’t long before I volunteered as an auxiliary 
nurse. Then when I was 24, I had the opportunity to leave my secretarial role 
and follow that constant call and I began training as a nurse. I don’t regret 
the delay; I don’t think I was ready for the emotional demands of  nursing. 
But being a nurse is a vocation, I couldn’t ignore the inner voice drawing me 
into the profession. 

 

Nursing covers a wide range of roles, what are you doing at the moment? 

I am an Advanced Nurse practitioner in acute care at the Northern General Hospital. This has been 
hugely impacted by Covid 19, but as a nurse I am there because I want to care for people. It’s just now I 
care for them wearing PPE. I am fortunate to say that I have always been able to access PPE. But the 
virus doesn’t discriminate between people and it has been hard when members of our team have been 
ill.  

I haven’t ever been afraid for myself but I have had concerns in case I would take the virus home to my 
family. It has been so hard not to see my grandchildren, and equally hard not to be able to visit my 
mother. 

 

How do you feel about the Thursday Night  Clapping? 

The first time it happened I couldn’t believe it, I choked up. I felt embarrassed, I was pleased when they 
included other key workers and it was more inclusive. But I saw how it brought the nation together and I 
felt proud to be part of something that now was being valued.  

Continued on next page 

A heart for the NHS 

Julie Marsden is interviewed by Revd Alison Cook 
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How does your faith support you in your nursing? 

My faith runs through every aspect of my life, it helps me in the     
difficult circumstances, especially when I am working with people     
at the end of their lives. I know they are going to somewhere         
better, a place of peace. But my faith gives me confidence to          
be challenged and fulfil my call to nursing at a deeper level. It           
is my faith which sustained me in following a deeper calling as          
a volunteer nurse in Kenya. That is where I really feel I have       
been able to do the work that I have been called to do.  

So, I hope that when restrictions are lifted, and we can move         
into a new normality Julie will get the opportunity to carry on          
fulfilling her calling to care. But for now, I am grateful for all           
that she and her colleagues do for us in Sheffield and we               
continue to hold the NHS and all who serve us in our hearts          
and prayers. 

  
RMS provide and lay resin bound stone surfacing 

which is porous and SUDS compliant                
construction.  Each job is individually designed to 
suit the location and requirements of the owner. 

RMS have been trading since 1988 and offer a 10 
year guarantee on all our work.  We are Which? 
Trusted Traders to give people reassurance that 
we are a well-established company that carry out 

high quality work. 
RMS offer many different blends of stone,        

customers can tailor the colour mixes to their 
taste. 

 
Contact Richard Lomas on 0114 254811 or 

07966619123 (lives in Stannington) 

L.R.HAMMOND (Motor Engineers) 

421 – 423 Wood Lane 

Sheffield S6 6AQ 

Telephone: 234 3330 / 233 6719 

Motor Servicing, MOT Preparation, Accident &   

Insurance Work and Estimates, Restoration Work. 

Recovery and Breakdown Service. 

Jack & Jill Pre-School 
Open Monday—Friday, 8.00am—3.15pm 

Breakfast & Lunch Club available at £4.00 each per day 

We also do walk to school & breakfast club for         

Stannington Infants School children.                            

OFSTED registered. Free Nursery places available. 

Parent & Toddler Group: Thursday 10.00am—11.30am 

Enquiries between 7.30am—3.30pm to Nicola 2855954 

CHURCH HALL, SCHOOL LANE 
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Did you ever see such green such green,  

Did you ever see such blue,  

As the woods in April when they blink  

and a bit of the sky peeps through?  

So begins a poem by Jean Kenward that I some-

times used with my class in my teaching days. It’s 

simple but spot on. I have spent a number of hours 

in the woods at Low Matlock and along the Loxley 

Valley over the last few weeks and have been 

struck each time by the almost translucent green of 

the beech trees as day by day the leaves have    

unfurled in the canopy above my head. The sky of 

course has been clear of planes and their vapour 

trails, and the weather on the whole has been 

amazingly kind to us. 

So what else 

did I meet on 

my ramblings, 

and in my gar-

den? Here are 

some of my 

favourite 

things. 

 A few days 

prior to being 

told to stay at home we walked around Ughill in 

search of the curlew. We heard it’s bubbling call 

long before we managed to spot one. But as we 

stood by a field gazing at the new lambs, a whole 

flock of curlews flew over us with long curved beaks 

easily distinguishable and calling to each other as 

they passed. Staying with birds, I also enjoyed lis-

tening to the skylark near Flash Lane singing way 

up high, too high for me to see; and a sure sign that 

summer is here, the  amazingly acrobatic swallows 

and swifts are back with us after their long journey 

from Africa. 

I have been surprised by the number of birds nest-

ing in my garden this year. Is it like this every year? 

I don’t know. 

I’m normally 

busy with 

many things 

and don’t have 

the time to   

notice. We 

have blue tits 

in a nest box, 

sparrows in a box and the hedges, blackbirds in the 

ivy and starlings in the guttering- just as well we 

haven’t had much rain! The parent birds work so 

hard. First collecting and building the nests and then 

trying to keep up the delivery service to fill the    

hungry mouths of the nestlings. None of the birds 

have fledged at the time of writing but it can't be 

long now. I think the blackbirds are first time nest 

builders as so much unsuitable material was carried 

in by one bird and rejected by the other. Either way, 

it must have taken the best part of a month to build 

but they too are now taking in food so they must 

have managed it.  

In the woods I 

have spent time 

by the river and 

have been lucky 

enough to spot 

Mandarin ducks, 

a duck with 12        

offspring     

swimming along 

in a line behind her, and the dippers. A few days 

back I was standing by one of the weirs when a fish 

jumped and a dipper did what dippers do. It amused 

me to think that the creature in the water wanted 

food  above the water line whilst the dipper was 

snapping up food from  below it. A case of the other 

man's grass in the end. 

Lastly there are the flowers! I have loved having 

time to watch buds appear and then open before 

fading and being replaced by other flowers. My   

wisteria has been wonderful but now I'm treading its 

thousands of fallen  petals into my house and      

instead, the clematis montana is slowly opening and  

giving off it’s fragrance. Talking of which - did you 

manage to see and smell the bluebells in Beacon 

wood? Swathes of them clothed the slopes and 

helped momentarily take your mind off the           

awfulness of 

Covid-19 and 

the hundreds 

of deaths   

being         

announced 

daily.  

Nature’s Ramblings in Lockdown by Sue 
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Bluebells were by no means the only flowers in the 

wood at this time. We had stichwort, wood   sorrel, 

herb robert, yellow archangel and wood   avens to 

name but a few. Plants which I  grumble at and try 

to remove from my garden I gaze at and admire in 

the woods and hedgerows! Especially the family of 

plants we mostly dismiss as just cow parsley- if you 

look closely you can see that it would take over 50 

tiny petals of this plant to cover a 5p coin.  

Not in the woods, but in a field nearby grow the wild        

orchids. Low and surrounded by clover, dandelion 

and other flowers they can be easily overlooked as 

you struggle up the steep incline.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does anybody know why they are only present in 

that one field? What makes them grow here and 

not the fields next to it? Photos do not really do 

them justice so make sure you go to see them next 

May. It’s worth the effort. I have enjoyed the spring 

and early summer of this year but like thousands of 

others, have been sad not to have been able to 

share it with my grandchildren. Hopefully we can do 

it together next year. 

I think that I shall never see 

A poem as lovely as a tree 

 

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest 

Against this earth’s sweet flowing breast, 

 

A tree that looks at God all day 

And lifts her leafy arms to pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A tree that may in summer wear 

A nest of robins in her hair, 

 

Upon whose bosom snow has lain; 

Who intimately lives with rain. 

 

Poems are made by fools like me, 

But only God can make a tree. 

Trees 

By Joyce Kilmer (1886—1918) 
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                   STANNINGTON 

                     Funeral Service 

      CARING COMPASSIONATE 

  SERVICE FOR  

  STANNINGTON & SURROUNDING  

  AREAS 

 

   24 Hour Service 

   Private Chapel of Rest 

   Pre-payment Plans Available 

  Limousine Hire 

 

          0114 285 3013 

         98 OLDFIELD ROAD 

         STANNINGTON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WATER AID exists because “Water, toilets 

and hygiene are a human right.  Extreme pov-

erty cannot end until clean water, toilets and 
hygiene are a normal part of daily life FOR 

EVERYONE.”  www.wateraid.org  

 

Call today to have your oven, hob, extractor or 

Aga professionally cleaned 

Pippa Weir  

contact details 

Tel 0114 258 3466  

Mob tel. 07716 992648 

www.ovenwizards.com 
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Since moving to Stannington over twenty five years ago, the steep hills have put me off riding a bike. 
However, after testing out an electric bike for a month last summer through the Sheffield Cycle Boost 
scheme, I rapidly realised what a difference a battery makes, and bought one for myself to ride to work. 

Since the lockdown started, it’s been a real blessing, as I have been able to get out and about for my 
permitted exercise each day. As well as a much appreciated chance to get away from the work which 
now happens in my back bedroom, it has made me realise what a lovely place we live in – and how little 
I have appreciated the countryside immediately around us. 

The Slower Pace of Lockdown by Carolyn Gibbs 

From the top road past fields into moorland, 
along the valleys to the pretty bridge in Low 
Bradfield (curiously quiet on a glorious Spring 
day), or exploring little lanes which I have only 
ever whizzed past in the car before, our local 
area has given me much needed peace in my 
heart during these worrying times. 

 

As I gaze at the landscape which has          

remained unchanged for so many years, I am 

reminded of Psalm 125 “Those who put their 

trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which can 

never be shaken, never be moved. As the 

mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord 

surrounds his people, now and for ever”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like Elisha’s servant, who in 2 Kings chapter 6 
verses 15-17 is so afraid of the surrounding 
danger, we may not always sense this        
protection. He needed Elisha’s prayer for his 
eyes to be opened, and to see a ring of God’s 
fiery protection. 
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I’ve realised that I too have been blind to what 

is so close to me. So often we have jumped 

into the car, and driven considerable           

distances to beauty spots – and I have 

missed out on what has been under my nose 

all this time.  

Have you just been driving past God for most 
of your life, too busy going somewhere else, 
thinking that one day you will follow that   
signpost and find out what he really is like?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, when everything else is uncertain, he’s 
waiting for you to find him close by, and be 
held in his peace. 
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Is the ideal venue for your event 

With useful off-road parking 

and comfortable rooms 

 

A range of rooms are available 

suitable for events ranging from 

intimate gatherings to 

large meetings. 

Access provided to the ground floor 
for the disabled. 

Kitchens on both floors 

FOR DETAILS CONTACT 

margaret476cook@gmail.com 

07463 804 698 

CHRIST CHURCH HALL 
School Lane, Stannington 

BARDEN & HALL LTD. 

Building Contractors 

———————————— 

147 Howard Road, Sheffield, S6 3RU 

e-mail: bardenandhall@outlook.com 

Tel:  0114 234 1607 

Fax: 0114 285 3294 

All types of building, joinery repair and 

refurbishment works undertaken. 

 

Maintenance – lawns, hedges,       

pruning, patio and decking cleaning 

Build – Decking, paving, fencing 

Tree services – Pruning, crown lifting/

reduction and removal 

Please contact Joel for a local and friendly     

service – 07794 395 959 

enquiries@btgservices.co.uk 

 

Berry’s Trees 

and Gardens 

Advertising space available. One tenth, one 

sixth, one quarter or half page space available 

for entry into single or multiple editions. 

To advertise here please contact  

margaret476cook@gmail.com 

https://www.fmb.org.uk/
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A WARM WELCOME TO STANNINGTON METHODIST CHURCH   

at Knowle Top Chapel, Stannington Road S6 6AN,                                     

a Dementia-friendly church.  

Our minister, Revd Sally Coleman, can be contacted on 266 
4637 to arrange baptisms, marriages and funerals 

 

Magazine Title  -  STANNINGTON 

Magazine Editors:          The Communications Group of Christ Church Stannington     

Magazine Advertising:  website:  www.christchurchstannington.co.uk                                                   
                           info@christchurchstannington.co.uk 

Please mention “Stannington” magazine when contacting advertisers 

September 2020 Magazine 

Items for inclusion in the September 2020 issue                   
should reach the Editors  -  via Church Office  -  before the 23rd August please. 

Email: info@christchurchstannington.co.uk 
 

Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of  

the Editorial committee, the officers or the Parish Priest of Christ Church Stannington 

Produced and Published by the Parochial Church Council, Christ Church, Stannington 

Registered Charity Number 1138856 

STANNINGTON is usually distributed free to around 4800 homes in Stannington 

COPYRIGHT of each contribution to this Magazine remains with the acknowledged owner. 

Permission to reproduce content in part or as a whole must be obtained from the acknowledged owner. 

Contact the church office in the first instance: info@christchurchstannington.co.uk 

Rivelin 
Plumbing & Heating 

        Howard Ranby 

          07779 624 529 

      howard.ranby@sky.com 

www.rivelinplumbingandheating.co.uk 

M. T. Newsam 

Plumbing & Heating 

Gas Safe Registered 

newsamplumbingheating@talktalk.net 

0114 284 5115        

07711 659 522 

Do you need help? 

Local lady available for general domestic  

Housework. 

Honest and reliable. Can provide references. 

 

Please ring Karen on 07730 787 179 

As directed by the Sheffield Circuit Office, Knowle Top Chapel remains closed . This is likely to be the 

case until 1st September. Please watch the church notice board for up to date information. 


