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THIS IS NOT THE NORMAL NEWS........ (from Marjorie) 

 

 

 

Hi folks! Are you like me- fed up with the negative news ?  If so- read on! 

All over the world people have slowed down and are reflecting. 
All over the world people are looking at their neighbours 
in a new way. 
All over the world people are living with the new reality- 
How little control we really have. 
To what really matters. 
Love. 
 
So we pray and we remember that 
Yes there is fear. 
But there does not have to be hate. 
Yes there is isolation. 
But there does not have to be loneliness. 
Yes there has been panic buying. 
But there does not have to be meanness. 
Yes there is sickness. 
But there does not have to be disease of the soul 
Yes there is death. 
But there can always be a rebirth of love. 
Wake to the choices you can make as to how to live now. 
 
Today, breathe. 
Listen, behind the noise of your isolation- 
The birds are singing  
The sky is clearing, 
Summer is here, 
And we are encompassed by Love. 
Open the window of your Soul- 
Pray. 
 
Join with the Church in saying some prayers each day. Remember especially all those working in the 
health service and essential services, for those in hardship.  
Here's an example, from Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra, of beating isolation: 
https://youtu.be/3eXT60rbBVk  (type into your browser and sing along): 

  
 
 

               
              
 

 
            
 
 

 

 Sing to God new songs of worship 
earth has seen his victory; 
let the lands of earth be joyful  
praising him with thankfulness. 
Sound upon the harp his praises, 
play to him with melody; 
let the trumpets sound his triumph, 
show your joy to God the King! 
 

TV: (No Sunday Worship this week) 
11.45 BBC 1 Sunday Morning Stories 
with Rev Kate Bottley 

https://youtu.be/3eXT60rbBVk


           What will life be like, do you think, in a few weeks, months, or even years? It’s a question  
many people are asking at the moment, often following up with, “I don’t think things will ever be  
the same again.” What about our churches? As we start to look at reopening occasionally for  
private prayer, that still doesn’t meet the need for Christiansto meet together to worship. I miss  
that opportunity, and I’m sure (I hope!) that many of you do, too. Shall we ever get back to  
“normal,” whatever that is? 
              More importantly, should we be looking to have everything exactly as it was? Are there,  
perhaps, things in us and in the life of our church that God would like to change? 
              I’m currently reading a book written by someone who studied at the Birmingham Bible Institute with John 
and me, many years ago. He and his wife now work in Spain for a Christian broadcasting company, but he also finds 
time to write books. His latest, “Do it again, Lord,” is the story of great Christian revivals at the end of the 19th 
century and during a good part of the 20th. It covers America, Korea and the U.K. What stood out for me were two 
things. First, revival - a great and unmistakeable work of the Holy Spirit - usually came after a difficult time for the 
country in question, e.g. recession in the U.S.A, the Potato Famine in Ireland, and political upheaval in Korea. 
Secondly, prayer by lay-people, not direction from clergy, was always a prime characteristic of areas where God was 
at work, often in a spectacular fashion - in one place, it was two sisters in their 80s, in another four young men, who 
met weekly, after work, to call on God. 
              So does this have anything to teach us? We are certainly going through a national/global crisis, and it may be 
that - in this country - we are more open to the things of God than usual, which is what happened in times of revival. 
God is always the one who initiates great spiritual awakenings. Let us make sure that we remain open to anything He 
might want to say or do among us. Let us, also, continue to seek Him in prayer. Churches are not the only - or even, 
perhaps, the main - places where we can pray. 
                Finally, some words from the book, quoting Dr. G. Campbell-Morgan, a former minister of the 
Congregational church in Stone (yes, Stone!), describing what happened during a time of revival : “Go where you 
will, banks, stores, trains, everywhere men (people) are talking about God.” Let’s pray for a new move of the Spirit in 
our own day. 
With every blessing,   Noreen. 
       

Upgrade to St. Luke’s:      Although St Luke's isn't open again yet, there have been people 
working in the church this week. The old sound system has had its day and is being replaced 
by a new audio-visual system, including a digital hearing loop with better coverage than the 
analogue one. The sound system will be of much higher quality and there will be a large 
retractable screen that will allow clear projection of the words for songs and services. In 
fact, the quality will be good enough for very high definition video. 
This has all been possible because of a generous legacy, given without strings. We'll write 
about that again. In the meantime, we are very grateful that a faithful person has left the 
means for another generation to enjoy using St Luke's. 

Towards Re-opening the Church:    As you will know the government issues headline announcements such 
as: “Churches will re-open on July 4th” 
              However when you look at advice and guidelines the difficulties begin. According to our recent 
assessment the risk of opening  the church is HIGH so we must proceed cautiously, examining with great 
care what may be possible. We believe it would be foolish to re-open fully at this time but hope to have 
times of opening for private prayer in the near future.        Pam & David, Church Wardens. 
 
 

Date Psalm NT reading Gospel reading 

Sunday 28th June 13 Romans Ch6 vv12-end Matthew Ch10 vv40-end 

Monday 29th June 125 Act Ch12 vv1-11 Matthew Ch16 vv13-19 

Tuesday 30th June 5 vv8-end Romans Ch12 vv1-8 Matthew Ch8 vv23-27 

Wednesday 1st July 50 vv7-14 Romans Ch12 vv12-end Matthew Ch8 vv28-end 

Thursday 2nd  July 19 vv7-10 Romans Ch13 vv1-7 Matthew Ch9 vv1-8 

Friday 3rd July 31 vv1-6 Ephesians Ch2 vv19-end John Ch20 vv24-29 

Saturday 4th July 85 vv8-end Romans Ch14 vv1-12 Matthew Ch9 vv14-17 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
If we can pray for you, or a loved one, or help in any way – fetching shopping, prescriptions, please get in 
touch. Contact details below: 
 

 

 

Ministry team: 
Rev Noreen Russell 01782 372992  
Paul Graetz 01782 372356 
Freda Bishop 01782 372924  
Alan Lowe 01785 819244 

 

Church Wardens:  
Pam Lowe 01785 819244 
David Porter 01785 818178 

 


