
Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles. 28th June 2020

We celebrate today the apostles Peter and Paul. In the readings we have heard snapshots of their
stories. These accounts relate to us important events in their lives.

Firstly, in the Gospel we hear of a conversation between Jesus and his disciples when they
came to the district of Caesarea Philippi in the north of Galilee. Jesus asks, “Who do people say
that the Son of Man is?” What is the word on the street? What are people saying about me?
Jesus asks the question in his humanity?

And then Jesus asks his disciples, “But who do you say that I am?” And Simon Peter
confidently replies, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” You are the anointed
one of God, the promised Messiah, the Christ. His answer also expresses the divinity of Jesus.
He is both God and man.

Jesus then says, “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.” Jesus gives Peter the
role of leader amongst the disciples, and the keys of the kingdom of heaven.  He is also given
enormous authority that God will honour. This authority has been passed on to our generation
through the Apostolic Succession of the bishops. The bishops then confer this authority on
priests through the sacrament of ordination. It is this authority from God that allows a priest to
offer the sacraments to us. That is why, as a Reader, I cannot offer the sacraments. I do not have
God’s authority to.

In Acts we meet Peter in prison. Christians are being persecuted. James, the brother of John,
has just been executed for his faith. Peter is waiting for his own execution. His situation looks
hopeless, but nothing will happen until after the Passover festival. Yet, “While Peter was kept
in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for him. They didn’t do nothing. They prayed
fervently to God for him. And God answered their prayers in the form of an angel.

When the angel appeared to Peter in his prison cell, and his chains fell off, what did Peter do?
He responded immediately. He was obedient to all that the angel asked of him, and he followed
the angel out of the prison. God was at work here, in answer to the prayers of the people. Peter
was ready and alert. Peter was active in his rescue. Peter was in no doubt that it was God who
had rescued him.

There is a parallel here for us. Our parish situation seems hopeless. There is no way out for us
by ourselves. If we are to do anything we are to pray fervently for God’s help, and to keep
praying. God will answer our prayers, I am sure. It may not be in the way we expect. It may not
be now, when we would like to be, but it will be in God’s time. We expect God to listen to our
prayers, so we must listen to God for his answer. Peter is an example to us. We must be ready
and alert. We must listen for the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and be ready to act. We must be
obedient to God’s word.

I am sure that when God answers our prayers we will be in no doubt that it is God that is
rescuing us. We must trust in our Lord God:
As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people, from this time on and
for ever more. Amen.


