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Watch the service 

Archbishop of York to preach in a weekly online 
service for Trinity Sunday 

The Archbishop of York is to be joined by representatives of charities he founded in the 
weekly online service for the Church of England marking his last day as Archbishop of York. 

 
 



As in previous weeks, the service will be available from 9am on Sunday on 
the Church’s website, Facebook page and on YouTube. 

In the service, to be led by Revd Hannah Madin, of St Mary’s and Holy Apostles, 
Scarborough, Dr Sentamu will reflect on his lifetime of Christian faith. 

The service will hear contributions from the Archbishop of York Youth Trust which nurtures 
leadership skills and character virtues in children and young people and Acts 435, an online 
giving charity providing small grants to people living in poverty. Both charities were founded 
more than a decade ago by the Archbishop. 

Jenny Herrera, of Acts 435, will speak of how the charity has distributed £2 million in small 
grants to 22,000 people in need since it was founded. 

“We are well placed for such a time as this to meet so many different needs, whether that 
be a mobile phone for an isolated person living alone, support for someone suddenly out of 
a job without savings and awaiting Universal Credit, or a tablet to enable a child to keep 
accessing school learning from home,” she will say. 

“This is alongside the ongoing general needs that people in our country are facing.  We have 
been humbled to see our donors give even more generously at this time.”  

Dan Finn, from the Archbishop of York Youth Trust, will speak of how its Young Leaders 
Award has reached more than 100,000 children and young people. Over the past two years, 
as the work of the Youth Trust has begun to spread across the whole country, more than 
20,000 young people have completed over 100,000 hours of volunteering and social action 
in their communities, as part of the charity’s work.  

Other contributors to the service include broadcaster and newsreader Huw Edwards who 
will read George Herbert’s poem Love Bade Me Welcome, with prayers read by Archbishop 
Sentamu’s wife, Revd Margaret Sentamu. Tariro Matsveru, who is studying at Cranmer Hall 
theological training college in Durham, will also contribute. 

The service will start with an archive recording by BBC TV of the opening hymn at 
Archbishop Sentamu’s 2005 inauguration service at York Minster The God of Abraham 
Praise. It will conclude with a 2019 recording of Alle Alle Alle – a Jamaican melody adapted 
by the Archbishop in 1985 and verses based on the “I Am” sayings of Jesus of Nazareth. The 
song is performed by children from Heworth Church of England Primary School in York. The 
Archbishop joins in by playing congas. 

The service will be interpreted into British Sign Language throughout and subtitles are also 
available. All the contributions were recorded separately in accordance with the rules on 
physical distancing. 

An audio service of Night Prayer for Sunday led by Archbishop Sentamu will also feature in 
the Church of England’s Time to Pray podcast to be made available from 7pm on Sunday 
evening. The service includes a reading by Mrs Sentamu as well as music from the University 
of York Singers recorded in the chapel at Bishopthorpe Palace last year. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.youtube.com/thechurchofengland


The service will be available online and on the Church of England’s smartspeaker apps. It will 
also feature on the free Daily Hope telephone service. 

As in previous weeks, the service will be available from 9am on Sunday on the Church of 
England’s website, Facebook page and on YouTube.  

An Order of Service PDF file is available to download. 

All of the video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of the 
video and click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted 
throughout. 

 
** 

Statement on Individual Prayer in Churches 
 
The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, chair of the Church of England’s Recovery Group 
said: “We welcome the Government’s announcement today that church buildings can 
open up for supervised individual prayer from June 15. This is the start of the journey for 
church buildings to open up safely in line with Government advice and we look forward to 
their detailed guidance on enabling this first step to happen. 
 
"Advice has already been circulated to all our dioceses to enable local churches to plan 
ahead for opening up for individual prayer. Our advice recognises that a particular local 
church may or may not be able to open at the same time as others and collaborative 
working between local churches is encouraged. A simple risk assessment template has been 
provided. 

"Throughout this crisis churches have been serving their communities in a range of practical 
ways but this announcement recognises that the buildings themselves are important sacred 
spaces for people. We also remember all at this time who mourn the loss of a loved one who 
died during the crisis and recognise that this is a fragile time in the prevention of the spread 
of this virus. 

"We look forward to when it is safe for our church buildings once again to become meeting 
places for worship, prayer and all they do to serve and bless their communities.”  

 

** 
Draft Guidelines issued for Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals after lockdown is 
relaxed 
 
The House of Bishops COVID-19 recovery group has shared draft guidelines for when 
funerals, weddings, baptisms and individual private prayer can recommence in church 
buildings. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/our-smart-speaker-apps
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.youtube.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.churchofengland.org/media/20590
https://www.churchofengland.org/media/20510


At this stage the documents are only for planning purposes, so that we can be prepared 
when restrictions are lifted by the Government, however, all guidance is subject to change 
following any future Government updates. 

It will be up to each diocesan bishop and senior team how they use the guidance to support 
parishes depending on their local context. 

The Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, who Chairs the recovery group, said: “the purpose of 
sharing this guidance is to be as ready as possible for a time when the risk has lowered 
sufficiently to resume some activities in our church buildings.  

“While, of course, the Church is not a building, for many people our sacred spaces are very 
significant – and we look forward to a time when it is safe for them once again to become 
meeting places for worship, prayer and all they do to serve and bless their communities.  

“We will continue to work with the Government to ensure that we can begin to reopen our 
places of worship in a phased way as soon as it is deemed safe and practical to do so, and 
hope that these resources will be of use to worshipping communities as they prepare for 
this time.” 

 
** 
 
Methodists raise money for struggling Ugandans 

All We Can, the relief arm of the Methodist Church, is appealing to people to support its 
Emergency Coronavirus Appeal by doing a 10km sponsored walk. 

The ‘In Her Shoes’ challenge aims to raise money to buy bicycles for people in rural Uganda, who 
must spend hours walking to get anywhere.  Having a bicycle will be their first step on the long 
road out of poverty. 

All We Can says:  “During this period of lockdown, with public transport banned, bicycles have 
been an essential way for communities in rural Uganda to visit markets, health centres, and other 
services. Support for the Emergency Coronavirus Appeal has helped make regularly sanitised 
bicycles available for these communities – enabling expectant mothers reach health centres to 
safely deliver their babies, and families to continue to travel to market, to buy and sell vital food 
supplies. After lockdown is over, bicycles will continue to change the many lives. 

You can join the ‘In Her Shoes Challenge’ and raise money for All We Can.  Simply create a 
Facebook fundraiser or a Just Giving fundraising page, and then share it with your friends and 
family.  Details at: 

https://www.allwecan.org.uk/get-involved/fundraise/in-her-shoes-challenge/ 

  

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-churches
http://allwecan.org.uk/globalresponse
https://www.allwecan.org.uk/get-involved/fundraise/in-her-shoes-challenge/


Coronavirus, Church & You Survey 

The Covid-19 pandemic has obviously had a profound effect on churches. The lockdown has 
severely restricted ministry in areas such as pastoral care, fellowship groups, and serving the 
community. On the other hand, for those with online access, worship has taken on new and 
creative forms over the last few weeks. Many clergy and ministry teams have risen to the 
challenge of operating in the virtual environment. 

As we pass the most severe period of lockdown, it seems a good time to assess how churchgoers 
have responded to the experience, and what they think the future might hold. How well have 
people coped with the pandemic? Has it strengthened or weakened their faith? How has it been 
for clergy and ministry teams trying to work in this new environment? How have those receiving 
ministry found this novel experience? Will virtual ministry become part of the post-pandemic 
landscape, and will this be a good move for your church? 

We have developed a survey over the last few weeks in discussion with bishops, clergy and lay 
people which we hope will enable you to record your experience of the pandemic, the ministry you 
have given or received, and what you think will happen to churches in a post-pandemic world. In 
an article to launch the survey in the Church Times, the Bishop of Manchester, David Walker, 
wrote: “This survey is an attempt to go beyond anecdote… It will capture evidence of both 
excitement and fears for the future, of where stress levels have changed, and whether personal 
faith has weakened or grown.” 

This is an online survey, which we estimate it will take you about 20-30 minutes to complete. Most 
of the questions simply require you to tick boxes, though there are options to specify your 
particular circumstances, and an opportunity at the end for you to tell us your views in your own 
words. Alongside questions about the pandemic and ministry there are sections which ask about 
you: these are important because they will allow us to see how the lockdown is affecting different 
sorts of people in different contexts. 

The survey can be completed on mobile phones, though it is more quickly completed on devices 
with larger screens such as tablets or computers. 

You can access using the following link: https://tinyurl.com/ycsq9fy2 

Please forward this link to any churches or churchgoers you feel might want to take part in the 
survey and support this research. We should have some initial results within a few weeks and will 
make these available as widely as we can. 

The Revd Professor Andrew Village, York St John University  a.village@yorksj.ac.uk 

The Revd Canon Professor Leslie J. Francis, Visiting Professor York St John University 

** 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/ycsq9fy2
mailto:a.village@yorksj.ac.uk


 

  

https://parish-of-boston.org.uk/boston-connected/ 

https://parish-of-boston.org.uk/boston-connected/


Daily Hope, the free dial-in worship phone line is available during 
the coronavirus lockdown 

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly 
with those unable to join online church services in mind. 

The service is supported by the Church of England nationally as well as through the 
Connections group based at Holy Trinity Claygate in Surrey and the Christian charity Faith in 
Later Life.  

Callers to the line 
hear a short 
greeting from the 
Archbishop before 
being able to 
choose from a 
range of options, 
including hymns, 
prayers, 
reflections and 
advice on COVID-
19. 

Options available 
include materials 
also made 
available digitally 
by the Church of 
England’s 
Communications 
team such 
as Prayer During 
the Day and Night 
Prayer, updated daily, from Common Worship, and a recording of the Church of England weekly 
national online service. 

A section called Hymn Line offers callers a small selection of hymns, updated daily. An option 
entitled ‘Hymns We Love’, provides a hymn and reflection and is based on an initiative by the 
Connections group. 

** 

 
  

https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online


Nigel Beeton works in Radiology in a hospital in the East of England. During this time of the 
coronavirus crisis, he is writing a weekly diary of his life at the hospital.  

 
On the Covid Frontline: 5th June 2020 
 

You may be wondering about the result of my coronavirus test. Well, I 
was tested last Wednesday, and on Bank Holiday Monday a lady rang 
me up, confirmed my details, and said “Well, I am sorry to have to 
inform you…” (by this time my heart was at a standstill) “… that your 
test was invalid!”  

So I had to go back again and have a swab hoover around the inside 
of my sinuses, but now it’s Thursday evening, and I still haven’t heard, and it’s time to write my 
blog. 

It doesn’t matter much now, anyway, because I retired today. Thankfully, the weather was 
beautiful, and so we were able to have a socially distanced gathering in a courtyard, though only a 
tenth of the people were there that I’d have liked to be there. But instead I did a tour of the hospital 
and saw a lot of my colleagues, and words and gestures had to stand in for hugs and handshakes, 
but it was all very nice, anyway. Then I took Carol my wife out for a meal. OK, it was only in the 
hospital canteen but that’s all there is at the moment! As I got home this evening the last of the 
eight o’clock claps was taking place, strange that the last one is on my retirement day. 

My retirement gift was a lovely globe… I’ve always wanted a globe, I love just gazing at all the 
exotic places that I’ve never been able to visit and now I still can’t, despite being retired!  But I can 
still gaze at them on a globe. 

My colleague who tested positive made a speedy recovery and is back at work already. Three 
others tested positive but they are all right as ninepence. What a strange, capricious thing this 
coronavirus is! Some patients suffer a long, drawn out, suffocating death while other people barely 
know that they’ve had it. I expect that the boffins understand this but I’m not sure that I do. 

What I do understand is how glad and thankful I am that I’ve made it to retirement and that all my 
staff so far are safe and well. 

I take my leave of the Covid frontline now. I have some holiday, during which I will not be travelling 
along the Danube on a river cruise as planned, but we might sit in the caravan on the drive for a 
few days anyway. Thank you all for following my little story and for your messages of support. 

It’s not over yet, of course, and may not be for months, so do keep vigilant and look after 
yourselves. But from me, for now, thank you, and good-bye. 

    Nigel Beeton 

 
** 
  



Dr Peter Brierley considers the effect of coronavirus on our local churches. 

Coronavirus and local churches 

‘Going to church’ is not what it used to be. With our church buildings closed, many of us  now ‘go’ to 
services transmitted via YouTube or other social media. They last only about 45 minutes, half the length of 
a normal Sunday church service. 

Some churches also transmit a daily prayer slot, or provide a children’s programme on line once or twice a 
week.  All such seem to be popular and attract those who may well not have visited the relevant church for 
years!  

So – what are the positives in all this?  For there are some! 

Many non-regular church people watching.  It would seem that many people in isolation are watching these 
streamed services at home, many more than usually attend the church in question. Many churches are 
reporting increases from viewing of 20%, 50% or even 100%. 

Advantages of social media viewing.  It is easier to ‘attend’, especially for the elderly or disabled, and you 
can have a cup of tea alongside you if you wish! 

Popularity of format.  Some say they like the ‘personal’ approach with the preacher as he/she seems just a 
couple of feet away, which means the sermon is more likely to be listened to!  It’s usually shorter also.  It 
may help bring calm to worried people.  Some may be seeking answers from the Christian faith as to why 
God has sent or allowed this worldwide plague. 

What about the negative aspects of online services? 

Middle-class and/or resource dominance.  Many churchgoing people, particularly the elderly and less well-
off, do not have a smart phone, a tablet or computer. 

Primacy within the preaching is not known.  How far the Gospel is actually being preached is unknown; how 
many people are coming to faith is unknown. 

Long-term impact uncertain.   Online services cannot give the connectedness of face-to-face interaction, 
though they may suggest a wider and simpler framework for the future.  They cannot help loneliness to the 
same extent, nor can the minister get to know people personally. 

One probable long-term implication 

Helpful service supports faith image.  Churches which are now serving their local community, especially 
with meals, food banks, and other like services, are building an image of love and care.  Finance for such is 
often being donated by the churches, and volunteers are coming forward.  Those churches which do the 
most are likely to emerge the stronger, or at least more respected than they were. 

Dr Peter Brierley can be contacted at www.brierleyconsultancy.com 

 
 
 



 

VE Day 75 Tea Party at Home 
We created an afternoon tea scene amongst our bunting 
with tea and cake accompanied with my Major's cap and 
staff cane, lilacs in a vase with the red white and blue 
balloons adorning the music stand with the words we'll meet 
again upon it. We had fun creating it and it certainly seemed 
to catch the eye of passers by.  We hope you all had a 
memorable day. 
God Bless  

Clive and Carolyne 
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A couple of photos of me on my bike, on 20th May.  Carolyne and I cycled from Sibsey Church, to 
Frithville, then to Langrick, then to Brothertoft and finally to Holland Fen, before the heat got to us 
and we headed back to base.  Please all take care of yourselves.  Every blessing.    Clive 
 



Other News 
 
Latest figures 
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of 
the virus. 
 

 
 

Mental health 
• The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of 

uncertainty. You can access them at:  cofe.io/MentalHealth. 

• The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at: 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus 

• You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and 
charities.       https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-
supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/ 
                 https://www.mind.org.uk  

• Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at 
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#  

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources


 
 
  



 

 

If you are currently not supported and need some help with shopping, a prescription collection or a friendly 

chat then our NHS Volunteer Responders are ready to help.  

Please note, you should only get in touch if you fall into one of the following categories: 

• People aged 70 years and older with underlying health conditions 
• If you are in the ‘extremely vulnerable’ to COVID 19 group and have been sent a letter asking you to 

shield from the virus 
• People who are pregnant  
• If you are newly socially vulnerable as a result of COVID 19 
• People who have a disability as defined by the Equality Act 2010 
• Others with high-risk conditions could include: 

o People with chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma 
o People with serious heart conditions 
o People who are immunocompromised including because of cancer treatment 
o People of any age with severe obesity e.g. body mass index (BMI) over 40 
o Certain underlying medical conditions, particularly if not well controlled, such as those with 

diabetes, dementia, renal failure, or liver disease might also be at risk 

If you meet any of these specific criteria, or you consider yourself medically vulnerable for another reason 

(for instance, you have Parkinson’s or Epilepsy) and you need help collecting shopping, medication or 

would like a telephone ‘check in and chat’ please call 

0808 196 3646 (8am to 8pm) to arrange volunteer support. 

I’m a carer – can I make a referral on someone else’s behalf? 

As someone with caring responsibilities, you are able to make a referral for someone that you care for that 

meets the above criteria. You can also make a referral for yourself, if this support helps you to continue in 

your caring role. Please call us on 0808 196 3646 to make a referral. 

tel:08081963646
tel:08081963646

