
Latest News –  20th June 2020 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Watch the service 

End the sin of racism, online service hears ahead of 
Windrush Day 

The Church of England’s online weekly service will hear a call for action to build a fairer world 
ahead of a minute’s silence to lament the racism experienced by the Windrush generation 
and other black and UK minority ethnic people. 

 



 
As in previous weeks, the service will be available from 9am on Sunday on 
the Church’s website, Facebook page and on YouTube. 

Father Andrew Moughtin-Mumby, Rector of St Peter’s Church in Walworth, south east 
London, will lead the service in which his sermon will describe racism as one of three 
pandemics faced by the world, alongside the climate crisis and COVID-19. 

In the sermon, he will say that racism experienced by people from the Windrush generation 
in parish churches in the years after they first arrived in Britain is a ‘stain on the soul’ of the 
Church of England. 

“There is still racism in the Church today, and it is a very serious disease and a sin which I 
believe each one of us is called to work hard and work urgently to end,” he will say.  

He will add that the lament over the ‘awful’ Windrush scandal – depicted vividly in the 
recent BBC One drama, Sitting in Limbo, should lead to action. 

“Our lament and sadness friends, should make us want to make a difference; to build a 
better, fairer Church and world,” he will say. 

It is being broadcast ahead of Monday’s Windrush Day, marking the 72nd anniversary of the 
arrival of The Empire Windrush, to the Tilbury Docks in east London. 

The former troop carrier was carrying Jamaican and other British Commonwealth citizens 
from the West Indies to help rebuild Britain after the Second World War.  

In the service, Father Andrew, who was born in Jamaica, will wear the ‘Windrush Cope’ - a 
robe, or vestment used by clergy at special services or occasions - created by artist Terry 
Duffy. The cope was worn for the first time at the 70th Windrush anniversary service in 
Westminster Abbey. 

The vestment features a photo montage illustrating aspects of black history in Britain since 
the arrival of the Empire Windrush, including an image of Sam King MBE, one of the ship’s 
passengers, who later became the first black Mayor of Southwark.  

It also features the image of Jamaican-born Bishop of Dover, Rose Hudson-Wilkin, who will 
give the final blessing in the online service. 

The cross on the cope is a reminder that Jesus is especially close to us when we suffer, 
Father Andrew will say. When we hurt people through racism or discrimination ‘we hurt 
Jesus too’, he will add. 

The online service will also feature pictures from a photo essay from Windrush: Portrait of a 
Generation by Jim Grover, first exhibited on the Southbank in London in 2018 to mark the 
Windrush 70th anniversary. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.youtube.com/thechurchofengland
http://www.jimgroverphotography.com/


The service, with a number of contributors, is being broadcast on Father’s Day. It will end 
with a special prayer recorded by Christians across the country, reflecting on how the day 
will be marked very differently for many this year. 

All of the video content is manually subtitled. To turn these on, go to the bottom left of the 
video and click the filled-in box with two broken lines inside. The service is BSL-interpreted 
throughout. 

 

Windrush Day 

On Monday 22 June at 11am (Windrush Day) bishops, clergy, cathedrals and parishes across 
the Church of England are encouraged to keep a two-minute silence to lament the suffering 
of the Windrush Generation and wider issues of racism in society. A minute’s silence will be 
observed during the online service on Sunday. 

 
** 

Weddings in churches – an update 

As we enter what would ordinarily be a peak time for 
weddings, we are conscious that for thousands of 
couples, the law preventing weddings from taking place 
in church at present has forced a postponement of 
their plans. We know how disappointing this has been 
for couples and their families. 

We are encouraging the government to ease their 
restrictions to allow small weddings once it is safe to 
do so, and in the mean-time we are doing all that we can to help couples to rearrange their 
plans, and to refund fees in full or transfer them to a future date. 

In all likelihood, when weddings are once again permitted by the Government to take place 
in church buildings, it will be with limited numbers present, and we recognise that this will 
present a difficult choice.  

Whatever you decide to do, your vicar, Reverend Clive, will do his best to accommodate 
your wishes - whether to go ahead or to reschedule until a time when more people can be 
present. You are assured of our prayers as you prepare to make these decisions. 

  



Statement on Individual Prayer in Our Local Churches 
 

Reverend Clive Todd, Vicar of the Sibsey with Carrington Group and 
The Brothertoft Group announced last week that Sibsey Church will 
be opened for Private Prayer on Saturday and Sunday each weekend 
from 10am to 2pm.  He continued, “this will help us to get used to the 
cleaning regime, the other churches all remain closed but we will 
review that as things develop in accordance with the Bishops’ 
guidance.” 

 

Latest guidance has recommended the following steps are taken. 

• Hand sanitiser is provided and anyone who attends the church should use it both on entering 
and leaving the church. 

• Avoid touching and handling surfaces, books and other items as much as possible. Coronavirus 
can survive on surfaces. Most items have been put away or hidden to prevent handling.    

• Avoid touching your face, mouth, nose, or eyes unless you have washed or sanitised your hands. 

• Maintain social distancing from others not living in your household (or in your ‘bubble’.)  

• Read and follow the instructions given by the signs that have been put up. 

• Only limited parts of the church are accessible.  Do not enter areas that have been cordoned off. 

• Meeting and talking with others should take place outside the church, not inside, to reduce the 
risk of transmission of the coronavirus in the air between you and later visitors.  

• Cleaning will take place after the church closes. 

• If you become aware that you have attended the church while infected with coronavirus, with or 
without symptoms, please let Reverend Clive know as soon as you can. 

If you visit Sibsey Church for individual prayer and there is any issue arise that you are concerned about 
please let Reverend Clive know as soon as you can. 

 

  



 

 

Merciful God 
Watch over all who come to pray 
May your healing grace rest upon them. 
May the power of your inner strength pour 
into them, so enabling them to face the future 
with hope and confidence. 
May the power of their love for you, their 
families and loved ones and for all who are 
struggling at this time be channelled to you 
through and in the love of Christ Jesus, 
Our Lord and protector. 
Let them find peace and may that peace bring 
them inner joy. 
In the name of Jesus we pray. 
Amen. 
 



 

  



Mental health reflections inspire themes for church services 

A series of reflections from the Church of England aimed at supporting good mental health 
during the coronavirus pandemic provide themes for the BBC Radio 4 Daily Service over the 
a fortnight. 

Supporting Good Mental Health, published at the start of the lockdown, will inform themes 
for the Radio 4 Daily Service from Monday June 15 to Friday June 26. 

The guide provides Bible quotations and reflections on a number of areas including living in 
isolation, loneliness and worry. It gives simple Christian meditation techniques and tips that 
could help people feeling isolated or anxious, as well as those who may be grieving. 

Content shared by the Church of England as part of last month’s Mental Health Awareness 
Week was seen more than 2.1 million times. This includes the reflections and a special 
weekly online service broadcast, with a contribution from HRH The Duke of Cambridge. This 
online service reached and engaged a young audience, with more than 25 per cent watching 
on YouTube under the age of 34. 

Revd Professor Christopher Cook, Director of the Centre for Spirituality, Theology and Health 
at Durham University, who authored Supporting Good Mental Health, said: “These 
reflections, each linked to a biblical passage, and accompanied by simple, practical steps to 
facilitate reflection and prayer, were written to support good mental health.   

“I am delighted that they have been appreciated so widely amidst the challenges presented 
by COVID-19. I hope that they will help people to draw on spiritual resources to address 
present challenges of isolation, loss, anxiety and uncertainty.”  

To listen to the BBC Daily Service visit the Radio 4 website. Daily Service is broadcast on 
weekdays at 9.45 and also available on playback through the BBC Sounds app.  

 

** 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/join-us-church-online/previous-online-services/service-mental-health-awareness
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/join-us-church-online/previous-online-services/service-mental-health-awareness
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/live:bbc_radio_fourfm


  



Lincoln Cathedral has announced that it will be 
open for private prayer and reflection from 
Monday 15 June. 
The Very Revd Christine Wilson, Dean of Lincoln 
said that she was very pleased that the Cathedral 
could once again welcome people through its doors. 
“The 12 weeks since the beginning of lockdown has 
been a strange time that has seen Lincoln Cathedral 
stand silent and empty for the first time in its history. 
We are delighted to be able to open wide our doors 
and welcome everyone back into this special place of 
worship, prayer and spiritual nurture. A place that is 
loved and cherished by so many as a symbol of 
homecoming, sanctuary and peace.” 

 
Spiritual Nurture 
While communal acts of public worship are still not permitted, following updated guidance from the 
government, people are now able to visit the Cathedral for individual private prayer and reflection. 
Duty Chaplains will be available during opening hours to respond to the pastoral needs of anyone 
visiting the Cathedral, whether they arrive seeking specific counsel or find that their visit prompts 
unexpected questions and feelings. They are happy to pray with anyone who asks for this. 
The Cathedral has also added prayer boards at points around the building to help those who may 
be struggling to find words or know how to pray at this difficult and unsettling time. 
Weekly online services will continue to be shared on the Cathedral’s website and Facebook page 
every Sunday. 
 
Keeping Safe 
Preparations for reopening have been taking place for several weeks, and visitors to the building 
will see a number of measures that have been put in place to create a space where people can 
feel reassured that every precaution has been taken to protect all visitors, staff and volunteers. 
These include a one-way system to help maintain social distancing, hand sanitiser stations and 
limits on the number of people that may enter the Cathedral at any time. 
The nave and retro-choir will be open to visitors, but other spaces in the building, including the 
Chapter House, chapels and cloister remain closed. 
The shop, refectory and toilets will also remain closed until further notice. 
Dean Christine added that adapting to the new way of using the building is a challenge. “This is 
not something any of us have experienced before; it is a new journey that we are all on together. 
So please be patient as we travel this new path with you.” 

 

Opening Times 
 
Sunday 10.30am-3pm 
Monday – Closed 
Tuesday 10am – 3pm 
Wednesday 10am – 3pm 
Thursday 10am – 3pm 
Friday 10am – 3pm 
Saturday 10am – 3pm 

The first hour of opening, between 10am and 11am Tuesday to Saturday, is reserved for anyone 
who identifies as vulnerable. Please respect this and if you do not fall into a category that is 
considered vulnerable, please visit later in the day.  



Coronavirus, Church & You Survey 

The Covid-19 pandemic has obviously had a profound effect on churches. The lockdown has 
severely restricted ministry in areas such as pastoral care, fellowship groups, and serving the 
community. On the other hand, for those with online access, worship has taken on new and 
creative forms over the last few weeks. Many clergy and ministry teams have risen to the 
challenge of operating in the virtual environment. 

As we pass the most severe period of lockdown, it seems a good time to assess how churchgoers 
have responded to the experience, and what they think the future might hold. How well have 
people coped with the pandemic? Has it strengthened or weakened their faith? How has it been 
for clergy and ministry teams trying to work in this new environment? How have those receiving 
ministry found this novel experience? Will virtual ministry become part of the post-pandemic 
landscape, and will this be a good move for your church? 

We have developed a survey over the last few weeks in discussion with bishops, clergy and lay 
people which we hope will enable you to record your experience of the pandemic, the ministry you 
have given or received, and what you think will happen to churches in a post-pandemic world. In 
an article to launch the survey in the Church Times, the Bishop of Manchester, David Walker, 
wrote: “This survey is an attempt to go beyond anecdote… It will capture evidence of both 
excitement and fears for the future, of where stress levels have changed, and whether personal 
faith has weakened or grown.” 

This is an online survey, which we estimate it will take you about 20-30 minutes to complete. Most 
of the questions simply require you to tick boxes, though there are options to specify your 
particular circumstances, and an opportunity at the end for you to tell us your views in your own 
words. Alongside questions about the pandemic and ministry there are sections which ask about 
you: these are important because they will allow us to see how the lockdown is affecting different 
sorts of people in different contexts. 

The survey can be completed on mobile phones, though it is more quickly completed on devices 
with larger screens such as tablets or computers. 

You can access using the following link: https://tinyurl.com/ycsq9fy2 

Please forward this link to any churches or churchgoers you feel might want to take part in the 
survey and support this research. We should have some initial results within a few weeks and will 
make these available as widely as we can. 

The Revd Professor Andrew Village, York St John University  a.village@yorksj.ac.uk 

The Revd Canon Professor Leslie J. Francis, Visiting Professor York St John University 

** 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/ycsq9fy2
mailto:a.village@yorksj.ac.uk


 

  

https://parish-of-boston.org.uk/boston-connected/ 

https://parish-of-boston.org.uk/boston-connected/


Daily Hope, the free dial-in worship phone line is available during 
the coronavirus lockdown 

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly 
with those unable to join online church services in mind. 

The service is supported by the Church of England nationally as well as through the 
Connections group based at Holy Trinity Claygate in Surrey and the Christian charity Faith in 
Later Life.  

Callers to the line 
hear a short 
greeting from the 
Archbishop before 
being able to 
choose from a 
range of options, 
including hymns, 
prayers, 
reflections and 
advice on COVID-
19. 

Options available 
include materials 
also made 
available digitally 
by the Church of 
England’s 
Communications 
team such 
as Prayer During 
the Day and Night 
Prayer, updated daily, from Common Worship, and a recording of the Church of England weekly 
national online service. 

A section called Hymn Line offers callers a small selection of hymns, updated daily. An option 
entitled ‘Hymns We Love’, provides a hymn and reflection and is based on an initiative by the 
Connections group. 

** 

 
  

https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://soundcloud.com/the-church-of-england/sets/time-to-pray
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online


Midsummer’s Day 
The summer solstice, the day with the longest daylight, - which this year fell on Saturday 20th June - has 
probably been celebrated by human beings from earliest times.  "Midsummer's Day", on 24th June, was 
fixed by the church in the 4th century as the feast of St John the Baptist, born six months before Jesus 
according to the Gospel of Luke.  People adopted pre-Christian customs: a historian writing in the 13th 
century tells how youths would gather on the day to sing songs and play games to repel witches and evil 
spirits.  
 
Shakespeare was no doubt aware of this when he chose A Midsummer Night's Dream as the title of his 
play that inhabits that space between the spirit world and the world of mortals.  Its influence spreads far 
beyond our shores.   A Dance of Forests by Nigerian playwright Wole Soyinka, performed as part of the 
Nigerian independence celebrations in 1960, was described by Lars Gyllensten when Soyinka was 
presented with the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1986 as "a kind of African Midsummer Night's Dream with 
dryads, ghosts, spirits, and gods or demi-gods".   
 
Another ancient custom was the lighting of bonfires on Midsummer's Eve of St John’s Eve.  A 13th century 
monk at Winchcombe in Gloucestershire explained that fires were lit "to drive away dragons, which were 
abroad on St. John's Eve, poisoning springs and wells".  

A Midsummer’s Day Superstition 

Roses are of special importance on Midsummer's Eve. It is said that any rose picked on Midsummer's Eve, 
or Midsummer's Day will keep fresh until Christmas. 

At midnight on Midsummer's Eve, young girls should scatter rose petals before them and say: 

Rose leaves, rose leaves, 
Rose leaves I strew. 
He that will love me 
Come after me now. 

Then the next day, Midsummer's Day, their true love will visit them. 

 
 



VE Day 75 Tea Party at Home 
We created an afternoon tea scene amongst our bunting 
with tea and cake accompanied with my Major's cap and 
staff cane, lilacs in a vase with the red white and blue 
balloons adorning the music stand with the words we'll meet 
again upon it. We had fun creating it and it certainly seemed 
to catch the eye of passers by.  We hope you all had a 
memorable day. 
God Bless  

Clive and Carolyne 
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A couple of photos of me on my bike, on 20th May.  Carolyne and I cycled from Sibsey Church, to 
Frithville, then to Langrick, then to Brothertoft and finally to Holland Fen, before the heat got to us 
and we headed back to base.  Please all take care of yourselves.  Every blessing.    Clive 
 



Other News 
 
Latest figures 
The Johns Hopkins Covid-19 Dashboard appears to be one of the best source for statistics on the spread of 
the virus.  It is possible to see statistics and graphs for 188 countries with the latest known information. 
 

 
 
Mental health 

• The Church of England has produced some mental health reflections to help you in this time of 
uncertainty. You can access them at:  cofe.io/MentalHealth. 

• The Mental Health Foundation has also produced some useful resources, which can be found at: 
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus 

• You can find a host of other mental health resources from a variety of different organisations and 
charities.       https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-
supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/ 
                 https://www.mind.org.uk  

• Some helpful books and resources are also available from Sacristy Press at 
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources#  

https://gisanddata.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/bda7594740fd40299423467b48e9ecf6
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mentalhealthatwork.org.uk/toolkit/coronavirus-and-isolation-supporting-yourself-and-your-colleagues/
https://www.mind.org.uk/
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources
https://www.sacristy.co.uk/books/coronavirus-church-resources


 
 
 
 

 
 



 


