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HARPINS 

FUNERAL 

SERVICE 
 

A complete caring personal service provided by a family  

firm who have served Wakefield and the surrounding  

areas for over 80 years. 
 

 
Pre-paid  

Funeral Plans 
available 

24 hour service 

365 days a year 

David Harpin  Dip. FD, MBIE, NAFD, BIFD 

Sean Harpin, Dip. FD, MBIE, NAFD, BIFD 

Sara Harpin, Dip.FD, MBIE,NAFD, BIFD 

Modern hearse 
& limousines 

Catering and 
Floral Service 

Private Chapels of Rest at 

Victoria House 
Victoria St. 
Outwood 
01924 828238 

7, Back Mount Pleasant 
Wakefield  WF1 4NP 

01924 371091 
83 Cluntergate 
Horbury 
01924 272180 

www.harpinsfuneral.co.uk 

Monumental 
Masonry 
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Change and Growth 
If you are reading this magazine after 4 July, I will have just 

become a Licensed Lay Worker in the parish, which is almost 

as big a surprise to you as it is to me. My ordination has been 

rescheduled due to the current worldwide crisis. We plan 

that I will be ordained on 4 October. Bishop Nick is still 

waiting to see where we will be able to hold the ordination 

service and in what format. Usually ordination services are 

held in one of our three cathedrals, with each person being 

ordained inviting guests and training Incumbents (in my 

case, Stephanie) taking part in the service. This year’s service 

may look quite different.     
  

In my first visit to St John’s, in 

September last year, the Sunday 

School (JJs) planted acorns in 

plastic pots and I was handed one 

of them. I was asked to care for it 

and see if the nut would grow. The picture may give the 

game away, because a few weeks later there was a sapling 

emerging from the soil. With joy I showed my family. I kept 

watering it and when second leaves appeared I was confident 

that the sapling had gained strength. Tending the little tree 

reminded me of the parable of the sower in St Matthew’s 

gospel chapter 13. The Sunday School 

planted the acorn in good soil, and I 

was able to water the soil. The 

sapling is now in a bigger pot and 

lives in my garden. I am also 

reminded that team work only works 

when everyone uses their skills to 

produce the end result.  
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Heritage Open Days 

 

Weekends of  8 / 9  &  15 / 16 September  

Our beautiful Georgian church will be open 1.30pm - 4.00pm 
on Saturday & Sunday of each weekend.  

 

July is a month when many aspects of life change each year. It’s 

the end of the academic year, suitcases are dusted down and 

filled with holiday clothes— well in most years. Stay at home 

vacations are happening this year with individuals 

rediscovering places nearer to home. The fullness of summer 

has arrived, and people can sit in their gardens or the local 

park and enjoy the sunshine. I have been grateful for the 

warm weather we have had in recent months.   
 

Although this year we all have seen a new change, each 

church, as well as other organisations, has been working out 

the best way to carry on their activities, in safe and fruitful 

ways. For churches that have been doing the same thing for 

years this year has been very difficult. Each church has had 

to look at the best way to communicate with its 

congregation and how to use the skills of the members to 

worship our Lord and praise his name. I have been watching 

the services that Stephanie has recorded from the vicarage, 

singing the songs and praying. I am incredibly grateful for 

the welcome I have already received, and I look forward to 

meeting everyone else and getting to know you all.  

       Rob Harper 

 

Please note - Diary Dates for July are on page 14 

A coincidence is when God performs a miracle  

and decides to remain anonymous.  
 

Learn from the mistakes of others. You can’t live 

long enough to make them all yourself  
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A Warm Welcome  

to Rob Harper 

We are delighted to welcome 
Rob Harper and his family to St 
John‟s this month!  As you will 
see from his editorial, Rob will 
become a Licensed Lay Worker 
at St John‟s on Saturday 4th July 

2020, so Sunday 5th July will be his first Sunday with us.  
If you are able to access our online recorded services, 
you will be able to see and hear Rob as he will be our 
preacher on 5th July.  

You will know by now that St John‟s is opening for 
private prayer on Sunday 28th June.  The plan is that 
Rob will be outside church on Sunday 5th July to meet 
those who come for individual prayer – at a safe 
distance, of course!   Rob is also looking forward to 
getting to know members of the congregation by phone 
and Zoom over the summer.   

Please pray for Rob and Beth and Ben and Susie as 
they join us at St John‟s.  Rob will be ordained deacon 
on Sunday 4th October and more details about his 
ordination will follow.   

 

Joyce Ogden’s 90th Birthday 

Many congratulations to Joyce who celebrates her 90th 
Birthday on 29th June 2020!  We send our love and best 
wishes to her as she marks this important milestone.  
We also wish her much joy as she celebrates her 
birthday with her family.  We look forward to being able 
to offer our congratulations in person in due course! 
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How? 
  

How shall we sing the Lord‟s songs 
in a strange land? The old rhythms, 

the melodies of praise, strangle 
in our throats and the words 

fall to the ground like leaves in autumn. 
The air feels thick with suspicion and doubt 

and who‟s to say, any more, what 
is true enough to last, to prevail? 

  

Isolation feels like a punishment 
for offences we never enacted. 

  

Let us trust, now, the ground under 
our feet--that which has proven steady 
for generations. Look up. The heavens 

are still there, unclouded, beatific. 
We breathe, even though masks clothe 
our faces. Prayer surrounds us, close 

as our skin, weaving for us garments of 
trust and solace. Even in our isolation 

we are joined in love, never alone 
Luci Shaw  

Looking Back 
 

During lockdown I, like many others, 
have been sorting out cupboards etc. 
I have also been sorting out many of 
my accumulated papers of various 
kinds - and am very grateful for the 
recycling bin! 

I still have items from my childhood, like my school reports 
from primary and secondary school!  I have other reminders 
from the rest of my 75 years. Some paperwork only needed 
to be kept for a limited time, and this has been ditched in the 
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recycling.  But others papers remind me of people and events 
I wish to remember.  

There are magazines, service sheets, booklets etc from many 
different churches.  I realised I‟ve been a long-term attender 
at 1 Methodist, 9 Anglican parish churches and 2 Anglican 
cathedrals.  Through them all I have learnt so much - about 
living and growing in faith; valuing the various traditions and 
cultures within the church; and that being a disciple means 
learning how to live with the rest of my church family……   
 

Each church had its own ‟feel‟.  Not just its ‟tradition‟  - we 
worshipped with „smells and bells‟ and  „happy-clappy‟ and 
most shades in between - but the approach of the vicar and  
congregation to their faith, to their church, to worship, to the 
community and to other local faith groups.  Looking back has 
made me realise how each different church encouraged me, 
in its own distinctive way, on my faith journey.  
 

Have you any thoughts? 
Lockdown has given many of us time to do those jobs we 
have kept putting off - like clearing out the cupboards, or 
sorting the paperwork.  It has also given some of us time to 
consider how God has worked in our lives up to now, and 
how he might be calling us to work in the future, as we 
emerge into a post-lockdown situation.  
 

Have any of you had any experiences or thoughts over the 
last few months that you would like to share with us?  They 
do not have to be profound (though they might be!).  In this 
strange time in our lives all sorts of things may have been 
part of your life -  something funny, something touching, a 
happy incident or a time of sadness.  The children from St 
John‟s School shared some of their lockdown experiences 
with us, so perhaps some of you could follow their example.  
 

Please send any contributions to me (details on back cover)  
 

               Deidre Morris 
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I Believe: Help Thou My Unbelief 
 

Every year the German Ecumenical Council for Bible Reading 
chooses a verse as a motto for the year.  For 2020 the verse 
is Mark 9:24 – I believe, help my unbelief.  The despairing cry 
of a father seeking help for his epileptic son. Jesus, with 
Peter, James and John, has gone up the mountain and been 
transfigured before them, along with Moses and Elijah. God 
says from heaven „This is my son.  Listen to him.‟ 
 

Returning to the disciples he finds them in an argument.  A 
father says „I brought my son to be healed of an evil spirit but 
your disciples could not help him.‟  Jesus cries „O faithless 
generation!  Bring me the boy.‟  They bring the boy, who is 
immediately convulsed by a seizure.  The father begs Jesus „If 
you are able to do anything, have mercy on us and help us.‟  
Jesus replies „If you are able?  All things can be done for the 
one who believes!‟  to which the father responds  „I believe.  
Help my unbelief!‟  Jesus heals the boy: he speaks one word 
of command and death is banished, life is restored.   
 

I believe; help my unbelief. 
I have myself cried the same words over the years.  In 2005 
my wife, Birgit, was 12 weeks pregnant with our first child and 
she began to bleed.  The doctor said „There is nothing we can 
do.  Lie down, rest and wait.  Either the bleeding stops or you 
will lose the pregnancy‟.  I remember that night praying for 
Brigit and our unborn child.  I had never felt so powerless in all 
my life.  I believed God could help us, but I feared that God 
wouldn‟t.  Why would God notice me?  Why would God care 
what happens to a small insignificant speck like me?  Next 
morning the bleeding stopped.  Six months later Brigit gave 
birth to a strapping, healthy baby boy!  I believe; help my 
unbelief.  When death reached out for us, God spoke life.  
 

It has become no easier since then to trust that God cares 
about me and those I love.  Again and again things happened 
that I really did not want; where the situation I prayed for 
ended as badly as it could; when death seemed victorious.  
But then it strikes me again – what is it that I believe?  Do I 
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believe that, if I am only sincere enough and pray enough I 
can force God to act as I want, to do what I want God to do?  
Do I believe that my relationship with God is a transaction 
where I pay in prayers and sincerity and God pays me back 
by doing good for me?  If so, I have not enough capital – in 
prayers or sincerity – to pay for the safety of my family.   
 

So what is it that I believe? 
What I‟ve discovered, to my own surprise, is that I do still 
trust God.  Despite all that‟s gone wrong (a lot!), or can still 
go wrong, I trust God. I trust that Jesus walked with me 
through everything.  He was walking just a little ahead of me, 
feeling the pain I feel, feeling the loss I feel, and he has 
borne it with me. Every time I reached what felt like the end 
for me, or for us as a family, when I felt that death had finally 
won, Jesus led me on to something unexpected and new.  
So I trust that no matter what happens, Jesus will keep on 
walking with me and with us through it – as he has done 
every day of my life – and on into new life. 
 

In 2020 my trust is being tested again as Brexit goes ahead.  
No-one knows what the consequences will be, not just for 
EU citizens like me living in the UK, but for the whole of the 
United Kingdom.   My sons enjoy school, but face what 
school kids have always faced – bullies, people who are just 
plain mean to them, pressure to perform.  My wife, working 
for the NHS, feels the relentless pressure and stress of 
understaffing and underfunding.  You will have your own 
situations which test your trust – I don‟t think anyone gets out 
of this unscathed.  Death keeps reaching for us and the 
darkness keeps surrounding us and threatening us.   
 

In the midst of my anxiety and worry I cry again „Jesus, I do 
believe, help my unbelief!‟ I cry for help to trust that death will 
never have the last word, because God will always speak 
again, and God‟s word is life. I believe; help my unbelief.  
 

Rev’d Erik Peeters 
 

This was written before the coronavirus hit us, which  
perhaps makes all that Erik says even more relevant. 
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Blame the chair, not me! 

I am a long-term wheelchair user and my electric wheelchair 
is an amazing tool in many ways, but as with so many good 
things it can also go wrong. And that is a wonderful illustration 
of how we feel at times - and how God can intervene at the 
not-so-good times.  

Do you sometimes have days when you feel things are just 
not running smoothly? I often do, and on those days I 
frequently find my chair simply does what it wants to do and 
not what I want it to do! For instance, doors and walls get in 
the way and I crash into them knocking off the paint and 
causing even more frustration than before. Admittedly, this is 
mainly due to my not concentrating whilst driving, but at the 
time I see it as a wheelchair fault!  Another situation is when 
the chair takes on a mind of its own. The joystick on the chair 
is extremely sensitive and the slightest knock can send me in 
a direction I do not want to go, and at a frightening speed! 
This often happens when someone rests their arm on the 
chair, hitting the joystick. Again, I blame the chair, but really, if 
I had turned it off that would not happen. Once I actually had 
to be rescued from a bush in a ditch because I failed to turn 
the chair off whilst to talking to someone! Another chair 
incident can be caused by failing to turn the battery charger 
on at night - no battery charge, chair no go!  

You will have no doubt realised that every one of these 
incidents could have been avoided if I had been more careful. 
It is so easy to blame things or people when the day does not 
go to plan. I blame my chair, but that does not make me feel 
any better. However, just stopping still for a while, and using 
that time to connect with God, can and does change the day. 
A day that does not start with a conversation with God is 
never a good day for me, but the wonderful thing is, I can stop 
and connect with Him.  

Jenny Edwards MBE of the Disabled Christian Fellowship 
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God of mission,  

You give fresh life to St John’s. 

Send your Holy Spirit  

 to give vision to our planning, 

 wisdom to our activities,  

 and power to our witness, 

that we may grow  

 in love and commitment to you 

 in number of disciples   

 and in loving service to our neighbours 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.     

Amen  

 

It’s Funny How …. 
 

 Big a £20 note looks when we take it to church 
  but how small it is when we take it to the shops. 

 Long it seems when we pray to God for 45 minutes 
  but how quickly a team plays 45 minutes of football. 

 How hard it is to read a chapter of the Bible 
  but how easy to read 100 pages of a best selling novel 

 We get thrilled when a football game goes into extra time 
  but complain if the sermon is longer than usual 

 People choose the front seats at a game or concert 
  but scramble to get a back seat for a church service  

 We find it hard to think of what to say when we pray 
  but words come easily when talking to our friends. 

 How hard it is for us to share a simple gospel story 
  but so easy to share gossip and rumour. 
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The Frailty of Life 

According to one survey, during the lockdown, a quarter of 
adults in the UK have watched or listened to a religious 
service and one in 20 have started praying. While most of the 
people who contract Covid-19 survive, it reminds us that we 
are much more frail and weak than we like to think. As the 
prophet Isaiah says: 

„All people are like grass, and all their 
faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. The 
grass withers and the flowers fall, because 
the breath of the Lord blows on them. Surely 
the people are grass. The grass withers and 
the flowers fall, but the word of our God 
endures for ever.‟ (Isaiah 40:6-8). 

Isaiah‟s words really resonate at this time. In 
more normal times we can avoid facing up to 

our vulnerability, but this pandemic has forced us to 
recognise our weakness and fragility. 

However, this shouldn‟t lead us to despair or fear; rather it is 
an opportunity to worship and praise God for His constancy 
and care. In Peter‟s first letter he quotes this passage from 
Isaiah and says, „For you have been born again, not of 
perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and 
enduring word of God‟ (1 Peter 1:23). Peter contrasts our 
mortality with the eternal Word of God, which bring us new 
birth and life through the power of the Spirit. Jesus died for 
our sins and rose again to make us right with God, so that 
trough faith in Him we can know eternal life. We don‟t need to 
be afraid of our frailty, for God is a dependable foundation on 
which to build our lives and face eternity. 

„We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree. And wither 
and perish, but nought changeth Thee.‟ (Immortal, invisible, 
Walter C Smith). 
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Psalm 46 – a psalm of comfort in anxious times 

To say that we are living in uncertain times is an 
understatement! Psalm 46 speaks into our anxiety and fear, 
just as it did to Israel originally. At this time, we must focus on 
God, who alone can deliver us in such times. 

He is our refuge: „God is our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble.‟ (1).  
In the midst of our difficulties, God promises Himself to be our 
refuge, strength and help. A „refuge‟ is a place of trust, where 
God promises to protect us. When the whole world is turned 
upside down, we can come to Him without fear. 

He is our resource: „There is a river whose streams make 
glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High 
dwells.‟ (4,5).  
Jerusalem was able to withstand enemy attack, because of 
the water that resourced it. For us, this is a picture of the 
presence of God‟s Spirit, who resources us when we are 
under pressure. This psalm promises that God is with is in all 
our troubles on a daily basis: „The Lord Almighty is with 
us…‟ (7,11). 

He is our ruler: „He says, „Be still, and know that I am God; I 
will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the 
earth.‟ (10).  
When we consider all that God has done in the past, we can 
see the way in which He has worked among us to provide, 
protect, and deliver us. We are called to „cease fighting‟ God 
and surrender our lives to God. Let‟s worship Him, as we let 
go fear and as we depend on Him in this current time of crisis. 

„A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; our 
helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing‟ (Martin 
Luther). 

Revd Paul Hardingham 
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DIARY DATES for July 2020 

Sunday 5 July    TRINITY 4 
   Readings:  
Romans 7:15-25a    Matthew 11:11-19, 25-end  
 
 
 

Sunday 12    TRINITY 5  
  Readings: 

Romans 8:1-11     Matthew 13:1-9       

  
Sunday 19    TRINITY 6  
  Readings: 
Romans 8:12-25     Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  
                                       

 

Sunday 26     TRINITY 7        
  Readings: 

Romans 8 26-end     Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52  

  
Sunday 2 August    TRINITY 8 
   Readings:  
Romans 9:1-5     Matthew 14:13-21  
               

Sad News - We are very sad to learn that Warren Liley died 
on 5th June 2020.  Our thoughts and prayers are with his 
family at this difficult time.   
Many of you will have known Warren and his wife Barbara 
(who died in 2015) and their children, Jane, John and Rob.  
Warren‟s funeral will be held at Wakefield Crematorium on 
23rd June 2020, but there will be an opportunity for us all to 
say goodbye to Warren at a service in church once the 
lockdown is over.  

We hope to open the church, for private prayer only,  
from 10.00-11.30am on Sundays.  You may check 
first by phoning Susan Lawson on 01924  378101 

 



 

 
 
 

Sunday Services at St John’s are 
TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED DUE TO 

COVID19  RESTRICTIONS 
 

EVERY SUNDAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion     

     A traditional, peaceful said communion    
     service, without music.   
     The service lasts about 45 minutes. 
 
 

1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th SUNDAY EACH MONTH 
10.00am  Parish Communion   
     A traditional service with a contemporary   
     edge, with both hymns and modern worship  
     songs. Lasts 60-80 minutes. 
     JJs (St John‟s Juniors, children 4-11 years)  
     meet in the Samaritan Room at this time. 
     During communion the Laying on of Hands  
     is offered on the 3rd Sunday 
      

     

2nd SUNDAY EACH MONTH  

10.00am  Family Service  
     Relaxed, all-age worship with songs, and a   
     thought for the day.  Lasts 50-60 minutes    
     Baptisms often take place at this service 

 

 

The entrance door to the church is on the city centre / High 
School side of St John‟s Square.  There is a ramp access 
for wheelchairs and pushchairs up to this door.   
There is a fully accessible toilet at the church, and a baby-
change facility.   
There is an induction loop for those who use a hearing aid. 
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Parish Activities / Organisations TEMPORARILY 

SUSPENDED DUE TO COVID19  RESTRICTIONS 
 

Parish Morning Prayer  9.30am  Mondays.  Side chapel 
          (not bank holidays) 
A short service of readings and prayer to start the week  

 

Toddler & Baby     9.15-11.30am Friday in church 
Playgroup           (during term time) 
A time for babies, toddlers and their carers to play and share. 
 

 

Lunches  (Weekly)    Wednesdays Noon to 1.00pm 
          Lunches served.  See overleaf   
A chance to meet friends and chat. 
 

 

Julian Meeting     Fourth Tuesday each month 
          7.45pm in Church 
All are welcome to share in Christian contemplative prayer. 
 

 

Taizé Service     Last Friday in the month.  (usually)   
          7.00-8.00pm + coffee / tea 
A reflective ecumenical service  
 

 

Church Choir     Practice after the 10.00am   
          service on Sunday 
Join us in helping to lead Sunday worship  
 

 

Conversation Café    10.00am -  Monday 
Non-English speakers can develop their language skills in a 
relaxed environment 

You could remove these centre pages to keep for reference, 
or give to someone who might be interested. 



17 

 

UNIFORMED ORGANISATIONS 

Purposeful activity in a structured, fun environment. 
 
 

25th Wakefield Scout Group  For boys and girls, held in the 

Scout Hut by St. John‟s Parish Centre at the following times. 

Beaver Scouts  (6-8 years)     Tues & Thurs  5.45 - 6.45pm 

Cub Scouts    (8-11years)     Mon.& Tues   7.00pm-8.15pm   

Scouts        (11-14 years)  Wednesday 7.30pm-9.00pm 
 

Details: Group Scout Leader  Laura Stephenson 07772869561 
 

 

Girl Guiding UK   www.girlguiding.org.uk  

Rainbows    (Girls aged 5-7)   Thursdays 6.00-7.00pm in church 

Contact: Ann Coulson  a.coulson@leedsbeckett.ac.uk 

Brownies    (Girls aged 7-10)  Tuesdays 6.15-7.30pm in church 

Contact: www.girlguiding.org.uk/registeryourinterest     

Girl Guides  (Girls 10 – 14 years) Thursday 7.15-8.45pm in school 

Contact: Rachel Gibbs  www.girlguiding.org.uk/registeryourinterest     

 

We take bookings for the Church, the café area, the 

Samaritan Room, or the whole building.   

Please contact Lorraine Hanson on 01924 257376 for 

details of prices etc. See page 28 for photos  

Mission Statement 
 

St John‟s is here to be a living, loving and  
serving witness to Christ; worshipping, learning 

and growing in our faith together, reaching out to 
share God‟s love in the community  

and bringing His Word to all 
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Come for Lunch 

at St John’s 

From 12 noon to 1.00pm 

every Wednesday 

Enjoy a 3 course meal  

+ coffee / tea for £4.00 

 

 

 

 

Cancelled until 

further notice  

 

due to  

coronavirus 
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Nigel Beeton writes: “Simon, my vicar, was quite unfazed by 
the closure of his church in March. The very next week he‟d 
set up „Zoom‟ and many of us have been weekly attenders of 
his „virtual church‟ for weeks now. We‟ve had people join us 
from all over the place! Of course, we all look forward to being 
in St Mary‟s, but it has brought the congregations together in 
ways that we could never have imagined. This poem began 
one Sunday morning when I said to my wife, Carol, “let‟s go 
and worship at St Sofa‟s”. That inspired her and so the first 
verse of this poem is hers, not mine!  

 

St Sofa’s 
We worship at St Sofa‟s now 
Since Covid came to stay 
We don‟t dress up or do our hair 
But still we come to pray! 
 

Our Vicar is a clever chap 
A Zoom with his IT 
And so we sit down ev‟ry week 
And meet up virtually! 
 

Our Parish Church stands empty 
With praise she does not ring; 
But still her people gather round 
To pray, and praise, and sing! 
 

The virus is a nasty thing 
Yet it has helped us see 
The church is NOT a building 
But folk like you and me! 
 

         Nigel and Carol Beeton 

When you think of the incredible beauty of creation, 

a host of impressive historical facts and countless 

lives that have been wonderfully changed, it must 

take an awful lot of faith to be an atheist.  
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Local is back! 
Odd things have been happening to my world in these past 
weeks of lockdown. 

It‟s got bigger. I‟ve spoken regularly via the web with friends 
in Australia and the United States. Worshippers from Canada 
and South Africa took part in our online church services. 
Other churches are saying the same, with more and more 
people logging on. 

It‟s got smaller. Even with the regulations relaxed, many 
people still work from home, home-school and exercise within 
walking or cycling distance from their home. 

It‟s got faster. Arrangements for a funeral in my 
family were speeded up, with registration and 
funeral planning carried out over the phone. A 
doctor‟s appointment by telephone cut down 
significantly on waiting time. 

It‟s got slower. Shopping takes longer, with queues people 
would have complained about before the lockdown. Most 
shops have done a great job to keep the shelves stocked and 
maintain social distancing. 

I‟ve been thinking of what long-term impact the Covid-19 
lockdown might have. A key outcome is that local is back. 

For decades, we‟ve heard about globalization, and the world 
being a much more connected place. It is, and the internet 
has kept many vital businesses running these past weeks. 

But we‟ve also come to value what‟s on our doorstep and in 
our local streets. Neighbours have become more important. 
We‟re valuing local shops, pubs and restaurants, parks and 
open spaces. We value all the people working hard to keep 
local services going. 

Christianity is a global religion, with billions of followers world-
wide. But it began local, with Jesus Christ, travelling by foot, 
preaching and healing around a small area of the middle 
east. From its local roots, the faith spread around the world. 
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Today, churches around the world are deeply rooted in their 
local communities and are seeking to follow Christ‟s example 
of love and caring. 

Each of us is rooted into our family, into our key relationships 
and into where we live. 

During this pandemic, all of these have grown in importance. 

 Rev’d Peter Crumpler  

The new must-have item for your kitchen 

Here is a curious winner in the coronavirus crisis: the 
humble egg cup. It has been flying off the shelves in recent 
months, as more of us find solace in a cooked breakfast. 

At one point, John Lewis had sold out of most of its egg 
cups, with even the most expensive lines selling out. (Such 
as Le Creuset‟s set of six egg cups for £45, or Emma 
Bridgwater‟s set of six for £27.95.) 

As Nicola Hattersley, tableware buyer for John Lewis, 
explained: “One positive 
from being at home 
more is taking the time 
to make mealtimes more 
of an occasion. 

“The humble egg cup – 
something many of us 
haven‟t used since 
childhood – is gracing 
tables once again and 
hopefully we‟ll see a new 
generation becoming 
familiar with „soldiers‟ 
and debating the best 
way to smash open a 
boiled egg.” 
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St John’s School Pages  

Here are some poems written by Year 4 children  
as part of their home learning during lockdown  

On my birthday - when Liverpool won the Champions League 
 

On my 8th birthday we went to my uncle‟s house. 
When we went in I said to myself - I hope Liverpool win.  
There were that many people, it looked like a festival,  
So, we had a barbeque. I thought it would be lame, but it was 
flames. 
When I went outside my family sang Happy Birthday. 
And then I opened my presents - my best was a Liverpool top. 
It was dark red. I tried it on, it fitted me perfectly, I loved it. 
My uncle said „Its started!‟ 
We all rushed to see it, and we were shocked - because -  
In the 22 second, it was a penalty to Liverpool! 
I heard Tottenham fans shouting - it was funny. 
A footballer called Salah scored - GGGGOOOAL! 
At half time we had my cake, and it was the best. 
After that we sat down and watched the second half.. 
12 minutes later, Tottenham scored. „Oh no! we said‟ 
but luckily 
In the last minute - Liverpool scored, we all jumped up and down.  
My uncle felt so, so, so happy because he is the biggest Liverpool 
fan in the world.  
FULL TIME we said.  WE WON I said. 
After that me and my uncle‟s best friend sat on the wall and sang 
You Will Never Walk Alone - Liverpool‟s song. 
Then we went home, and I went to bed 

Banana Poem 
 

Yellow bananas, Green bananas, Plastic bananas 
Why are bananas so yummy! 
Maybe because there  healthy and very happy 
Shiny bananas, Skinny banana, Vast banana 
Extreme amazing banana 
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Save The Rain Forest 
 

In the rain forest bees buzz buzz buzz 
In the rain forest flowers stretch high 
In the rain forest tribes live in harmony 
In the rain forest snakes slither silently 
In the rain forest the sloths slowly make their way through the 
leaves 
In the rain forest there is a chop chop chop as tree after tree 
falls to the ground. 
In the rain forest animals fear that their tree is close to the 
chop chop chop 
In the rain forest farmers use slash and burn 
In the rain forest tribes struggle to find food 
Indeed, the rain forest needs saving, so please help the 
animals and the tribes, save the trees so we can breather   
In the rain forest everything is in need of help so do us a 
favour and save the rainforest. 

When the Kitten Came 
 

My careful Mum carried her in 
The cuties eyes a sort of yellow-green 
The pearly tears of happiness on my face 
It meowed very fast, and trembled but still as sweet as sugar 
The beautiful grey she was melted my heart 
The green of the Christmas tree was where she hid 
Her body and fur still very timid 
I cried at this happy moment when she came 
Misty is now her name. 

Delicate butterflys saying hello.  
Beautiful butterflys all in a row 
All four butterflys trying to go. 
Pickle puts her hand in, but no butterfly jumps on. 
Mummy tries to get one and has got it in her hand 
Pickle puts her hand in and Hey Presto - there it is. 
She lets it fly away  
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Buttercups – treasure in our countryside 

Buttercup! What a delicious name! Rumour has it that, as they 
were frequently to be found in meadows where cows grazed, 
they were responsible for butter‟s yellow colouring.  So the 
name was an obvious choice. 

However, since buttercups are poisonous and therefore are 
avoided as far as possible by our four-footed friends, this is 
somewhat unlikely. But surely, we all remember having a 
buttercup held under our chin to see whether the reflection 
proved that we liked butter! The shiny surface of the petals 
actually has two real purposes. Firstly, to help attract insects 
and secondly to act as a kind of mirror to aid the temperature 
regulation of the plant‟s reproductive organs. 

We are fortunate that buttercups do not suffer from the same 
unpopularity as other poisonous plants, because if eaten, not 
only do they taste nasty, but the poison will also cause 
blisters in the mouth of the consumer. Extensive handling can 
also damage the skin, but presumably the size of bunch that 
many of us picked as children did not count as „extensive‟. 
Fortunately, Health and Safety experts do not yet seem to 
have forbidden this source of pleasure for little people. 
Incidentally, the poison is reduced as the plant dries, and hay 
that includes buttercups is safe for cows and horses to eat. 

Buttercups help form the traditional view of the British 
countryside. Differing varieties range in height from small to 
quite tall and although at their peak in early summer, the 
golden blooms can often still be seen in mid-autumn.  

Jan Struther, who wrote „Lord of all hopefulness‟ also wrote a 
children‟s hymn entitled „Treasure‟ It starts: 

Daisies are our silver, buttercups our gold: 
This is all the treasure we can have or hold. 

                Kirsty Steele 
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An elderly gentleman wasn't hearing well, so 
he went to an audiologist for a hearing 
check.  They gave him a test and fitted him 
with better hearing aids. They suggested 
he return in a month to check that he was 
happy with them.  
 

When he did so he confirmed that his 
hearing had improved significantly, The 

audiologist said, "I would say your hearing is 
now almost perfect, so your family must be delighted."  
 

The gentleman replied, "Oh, I haven't told my family yet. I 
just sit around and listen to their conversations and I have 
changed my will three times!" 

Sculptures illustrating how to keep social distancing! 
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The views expressed in this Magazine  
are those of each writer and are not necessarily held  

by the Editor, Vicar or PCC. 
 

Magazine Contributions 
 

The Editor is always pleased to receive news of events, to 
come or which have taken place; reports of church activities; 
original articles, stories, etc.  We cannot guarantee that they 
will be included, and they may be edited before inclusion. 

 
 

Please send contributions for the  
August 2020 issue   

 

by 12 July 2020 

All copy should be sent to the editor: 
 

Deidre Morris at 
263 Park Lodge Lane, Wakefield WF1 4HY 

 

Or  e-mail to:  bandmorris@btinternet.com 

 

   

 

BAPTISMS 

   We welcome into  
   the Lord’s family 
 

     8th  March    

   Vincent  Christopher Scott Bell 

   

 

 

 

 
FUNERALS 

We commit to the Lord’s  
eternal care  

    

      

   23 June    Warren Liley (Crematorium)  
 

 
SOFA  3-seater / 2 large cushions; elegant green-patterned  
brocade; slender legs so easy to clean beneath; in good 
condition and very comfortable; has all fire labels    
Cost: a donation to St John‟s Church, plus buyer must collect  
If interested please contact Bridget (who has photos) on                                 
07808 470724 
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 D & M 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Decorating  

 (papering & painting) 

Gardening / Landscaping 

Bathroom fitting 

Tiling (wall & floor) 

Laminated floors 

Carpentry 

 
 
 
    e-mail:  

    dm5777200@gmail.com 

Building  Service 

Tel: 0744 706 2468 

 

 
 

ALI  GREENWOOD  DANCENTRE 
Principal - Ali Greenwood AIDTA(Hons) (certified Acro Teacher) 

 

Lessons for children from age 4 years held at: 

St John‟s First School, Belgravia Rd, WF1 3JP 

Wakefield Sports Club, Eastmoor Rd, WF1 3RR 

 

IDTA BALLET * TAP * MODERN JAZZ 

ACRODANCE * MUSICAL THEATRE *POPDANCE 

EXAMS * SHOWS 
 

Contact:  Mobile 07850 855 790 

www.aligdancentre.co.uk 

E-mail: alig_dance@hotmail.com  

Do you need a  

General  

Home Help  

to assist with  

Cleaning, Ironing 

etc.   
 

Contact:  

Fatoumatta Jallow 

Tel: 07513 348820 
 

References on request  
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Community Use of St John’s Church 
Wentworth St, Wakefield, WF1 2QU 

 

The building is fully accessible, with ramp access to the main door and to 
the staging, plus an accessible toilet which also has baby change facilities.   

For further information, or to enquire about hiring our facilities, 
please contact Lorraine Hanson on 01924 257376 

The large nave, 
with flexible 
seating, costs 
£15 an hour. 
 

The Samaritan 
Room is £5 an 
hour 

The fully equipped kitchen opens onto 
a café area for at least 6 tables + 24 
chairs. The tables can be removed to 
make a larger meeting space.  Café 
area costs £5 an hour.  Kitchen £5 per 
session (half day or evening) when 
hiring any another room. 

 
Sandra’s Busy Bee’s Sandra  Woollin 

 

Ofsted  

Registered  

Childminder 

(Good. Nov. 2018) 

12 Melbourne Road, St Johns, 

Wakefield  WF1 2RN 

Mobile: 07900084942 

E-mail: sandrawoollin@gmail.com 

DLT Tailors  Mr Hamid Yavari Shoar 

25 years of tailoring & clothes design experience 
 

Clothing alterations     Children's wear   

Leather bags of all sizes      Curtains & soft furnishings 

Tailoring for both men and women - specialist in formal wear  
 

Art House, Drury Lane, Wakefield WF1 2TE   Tel 07479686220 
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BAKER Furnishings 
 

The furniture specialists - since 1868 
 

Classic and Contemporary Furniture 
 

Gills Yard, Northgate, Wakefield WF1 3BZ 
Tel: 01924 372300 

www.bakerfurnishings.co.uk 

 

J Lazenby & Sons 
Duke of York Street, Wakefield, WF1 3PD 

Funeral Directors & Memorial Consultants   Established 1885  

 

Creating or redesigning a website 

may seem daunting at first, but 

trickycat makes it easy for you.  

No matter what your budget we 

can help you with your project 

For a free quote or more information  

please feel free to contact us 

Marc Field 

Tel: 01924 365016 

Mobile: 07952 502588 

E-mail: info@trickycat.com 

Website: www.trickycat.com 
All our sites comply with Google 

trickycat 
Professional web design  
& development 

t 

A range of services to cover every need: - 

 FREE Pre-arrangement consultation 

 Private Chapels of Rest 

 Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 

 All our Funeral Directors hold the NAFD Diploma 

in Funeral Directing 

 Memorial Consultants 

 Funeral Awareness Seminars 

 Serving all Denominations 
                                       

                        A Part of Dignity Funerals Ltd  

A personal service from local Funeral Directors Serving local people 
For a free estimate, phone or call in to see our superior facilities.  

Tel: 01924 373237           

Fax 01924 339441 

 

www.dignityfunerals.co.uk 
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Who’s Who at St John’s 
 

Vicar  The Rev’d Stephanie Buchanan 
   

  Tel:  01924 371029 

  e-mail: stephanie.buchanan@btinternet.com 

Curate 

  Rob Harper     07702875014  

Assistant Clergy   

  The Rev’d Paul Ellis  01924 367976   

Churchwardens 

  Martyn Lawson    01924 378101 

Reader 

  Brian Morris     01924 369437    

To book any of the following:  

Church, Church Reception Area, Samaritan Room 

  Lorraine Hanson   01924 257376 

Magazine Editor, and Advertising Manager 

  Deidre Morris 

  263 Park Lodge Lane, Wakefield WF1 4HY 

  01924 369437    e-mail: bandmorris@btinternet.com 

Our Website:  www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7365  
 

Find us on Facebook at @wakefieldstjohns  

 

Scan our QR code with  
your smart phone to make  
a donation to the work of  
St John‟s in this community. 


