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In the NT we meet the disciples after Jesus has been crucified, and raised
from the dead. He has appeared to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary,
and told them to ask his disciples to meet him in Galilee. The disciples
have gone to the mountain which Jesus had directed them to. This is mount
Tabor, the mountain where Jesus was transfigured before Peter, James and
John; the mountain where Jesus was revealed to them in all his glory.

Mount Tabor is a fitting place for Jesus to meet his disciples. It rises 588m
(or 1,811ft) above the plain in Galilee. From its summit you can see all
around. When they meet they fall down and worship Jesus. They recognise
his divinity. He is more than a friend to them; he is more than their teacher.
He is God, in the person of the Son.

He comes with “all authority in heaven and earth,” and he states this.

Jesus came down to earth to restore all the earth into a right
relationship with God. He came to live among us, in his humanity:

To be born as we are born.
To live as we live.
To suffer as we suffer.

He came in humility, and lived in poverty. He experienced
persecution, and suffered a painful and humiliating death.

For all that he was perfect, and because of his righteousness he was
able to conquer death, and be raised to new life, to save us from our
sins, and to restore the whole of humanity to a right relationship
with God.

Now he is with his eleven faithful disciples on Mount Tabor. His work
here on earth is done. It is time for him to go and return to his Father. Time
to say farewell.

Jesus, the Son of God, acts with the authority of God the Father, and God,
the Holy Spirit. – “All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me.”
With this authority he commanded the disciples to “Go therefore and make



disciple of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you.”

Jesus sends the disciples out in all directions to all nations.

They are to baptise the new disciples in the name of the Holy
Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Recalling our own baptisms today, 2000 years later, we are
baptised in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit.

When we are baptised into the family of the church we have that same
responsibility as those early disciples had: to go and make disciples of all
nations. It is one of the three themes of Living God’s Love: to make new
disciples.

Wherever we find ourselves, whatever situation we are in, we must
allow God’s love to flow through us, and be guided by his Holy
Spirit.

When we pray, whether we address the Lord as God, or Father or Jesus, or
we ask the Holy Spirit to guide us and inspire us, we are praying to the one
true God. When we say the Grace, we ask for the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit to be with us
all.

Jesus promised his disciples that he would be with them always.

The same is true for us.

As we come out of the lockdown period we will have to be mindful
that the corona virus is still around, and will be around for some
time yet. The way we meet and the way we worship together will
not be as it was before the pandemic.

In addition to this, our parish is in a difficult financial situation, and
we will have to face up to this together.



Through the difficult times ahead of us we must remember that Jesus is
with us every step of the way. Whatever God’s plan for us is, the Holy
Spirit is here to guide us, and we are united through Jesus into the body of
Christ here in this place.

May we be assured of God’s help, as we wait for the Lord. May he renew
our strength. May we mount up with wings like eagles, run and not grow
weary, and walk and not faint. In Jesus name, AMEN.
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