
Hello and welcome to our first 

ever North East Hub newsletter! 

We hope this publication will update you 
on news from across the Hub. It’s going 
out on email, and some paper copies 

posted out too. Do let us know how we can help you, or if 
you’d like to volunteer,  join a Journey Group or Alpha, or 
connect with online or telephone worship and prayer. On 
the back page there’s information about how to get in 
touch. 
While the national government is easing lockdown, the 
crucial “R number” in our region is at or close to 1, and 
the Council have urged caution, asking us to “Stay Home, 
Be Kind”. So, as a Deanery, with support from the 
Diocese, we are currently keeping our buildings closed. 
Alongside this we are considering how, when 
circumstances allow,  we might safely have some spaces 
where people might come for private prayer. We will 
keep you posted. 
For those who are shielding it may be some time before 
they can be physically with us. But thanks to technology 
we are able to worship and pray together, and we are so 
thankful for that. 
This newsletter doesn’t replace our 3 monthly Parish 
magazines. These have been placed on hold, with 
subscribers and advertisers being given the option of 
pausing their “credit” or having a refund (they’ve all, as 
far as I know, been happy with the “pause”). 
God is very much present with us in this crisis – loving, 
holding and healing us, as well as growing and deepening 
relationships between us.  
My Bible app on my phone reminded me of this today: 
Cast your cares on the Lord and he will sustain you; he 
will never let the righteous be shaken. (Psalm 55.22) 
With love and prayers, and until we meet face-to-face 
again. Frances x 
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Worship during ‘Lockdown’ by Peter Walker 

Finding new ways to worship, alone and together, 
in our new, strange world. 

Covid-19 has sent us out of our buildings and into our 

community. We have had to find new ways of meeting 

The buildings may be 

closed but Worship 

isn’t - Zoom ‘Online 

Church’  By Sally Oyeyele 

In these strange and 
unsettling times people may want to turn to worship 
to help them through however with the churches 
closed and the social distancing rules, new ways of 
coming together have to be found.  
Fortunately God has given us the technology to be 
able to do this virtually with a platform called ZOOM. 
This allows us to join together from the comfort of our 
own homes via a video link.  
For some people this is completely out of their 
comfort zone; they may feel worried about setting it 
up or actually being seen on video. Some people also 
do not like to worship anywhere that isn’t a church 
but sadly as things stand this currently isn’t an option 
so if they want to continue to worship within a group, 

together for worship and prayer using Social Media, 
Zoom and WhatsApp.  
This is a great way to be church! 
It is bringing people together across the Hub and 
Wigan in ways that might never have happened in a 

building.  
For those without internet access 
there are options to access prayer and 
worship by telephone. You can also 
dial in to Zoom sessions from your 
mobile phone. 

Here are some options: 
• North East Hub - Sunday Worship at 10am & Hub 

Prayer fortnightly at 7.15pm, both on Zoom. 
(Email NEHubwigan@gmail.com for the Zoom 
details) Alternatively you can watch on catch-up    
on our @NEHubWigan Facebook page 

• Church Wigan has Morning Prayer at 9am every 
morning Monday to Saturday and Night Prayer 
every night at 9pm. Also Sunday 6.30pm Church 
Wigan Live - half an hour of worship, prayer and a 
short talk 
To watch live or on catch-up, go to @ChurchWigan   
on Facebook or search for ‘Church Wigan’ on 
YouTube. 



The Beacon 

Our children and young families at St David’s continue to 
meet together By Gareth Cosens 

Since church services were suspended we 

have been meeting as usual on the 2nd and 
4th Sunday of the month. We even had 
virtual Beacon on Easter Sunday when 
normally there wouldn’t have been a 
session due to school holidays. 

We’ve been lucky that all our regular families have been 
able to continue attending, and whilst we are working 
online we have tried to keep the format as close to 
normal as possible. A prayer, a bible story relevant to the 
week’s Gospel and some related craft.  

Since ‘lockdown’ we’ve used video Bible stories, made 
tissue paper flowers for Mothering Sunday, colourful 

paper crosses for Easter Sunday and 
the ‘walking feet’ to  represent the 

disciples walking to Emmaus. We’re 
getting used to doing it this way 
now. 

Finally, we would like to thank all 
the parents who have helped their children to participate 
with the Beacon, we’ve tried to come up with craft ideas 
that use readily available materials but inevitably 
improvisations need to be made… so far successfully! 

Aspull Messy Church at Saint Elizabeth’s 
By Cathy and Mike Perrin 

We have been meeting 

together at Saint 
Elizabeth’s Parish Hall for 
10 years. 
 
Messy Church is for 
adults and children and is centred on Jesus, All-
age, and involves creativity, celebration and 
hospitality. It's primarily for people who don't 
already belong to any other form of church. 
Sadly, during this time of isolation, we are not 
able to meet together- but we are endeavouring 
to keep in touch with all our Messy Church 
friends. 
We are in contact with 70 families by email. 
We have a Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/aspullmessy 
churchatstelizabeths 
The Facebook page has suggestions and links to  
websites for Bible Stories, activities and songs. 
 In March we suggested that families could make 
an Easter Poster for their window at home - and 

this is Alice with her poster.  
 
We look forward to the time when 
we can meet together once more,  
and enjoy the fun and fellowship of 
Messy Church-the activities, the 
stories, the singing, the meal, and 
the sharing of our faith. 
 
Here are  few suggestions for websites for families. 
 messychurch.org.uk 
 ideas.brf.org.uk 
 ministry-to-children.com 
 flamecreativekids.blogspot.com 
 rootsontheweb.com 
 
And there’s plenty of catchy songs on YouTube.. 
simply search for “Christian songs for children” 
 
If you would like to hear more about Aspull Messy 
Church at St Elizabeth’s then you can contact  
Mike or Cathy on 01942257418 
or email:  reverendmichaelperrin@gmail.com 
  cathyperrin2020@gmail.com. 

this is the next best thing. 
ZOOM worship takes place at 10am every Sunday 
morning for the North East Hub. Come and join us! 
Zoom Church contd.. 
To connect to ZOOM all you need is a smart phone, a 
tablet or a computer with a Wi-Fi or 4g connection.  
If you’ve not joined us on Zoom before, either 
download the Zoom Cloud Meetings app (Not Zoom 
Rooms) on your smart phone or tablet, or go to 
www.zoom.us on your computer. 
You don’t need to create an account. Click the “Join 
Meeting” button, and use the meeting ID and 
password given for each service.  
You will need to click “Allow Access to Media / 
Camera”, and also choose “Use Device Audio” 
It’s also possible to phone in to the Hub services on 
Zoom. Dial 0131 460 1196 or 0203 481 5240, and 
enter the meeting ID and password when prompted 
(when it asks for participant number, just press #) 
 
If you would like to give it a go but don’t currently 
receive the regular emails with the log in details you 
will need to send an email to: 
nehubwigan@gmail.com  or text 07759 252501 asking 
to go on the list for the weekly email / text. 
If you are unsure whether to try it, give it a go, you 
have nothing to lose; we would love to see some more 
faces joining us each Sunday morning. 

http://nehubwigan@gmail.com


Men who Mourn 

By Andrew Turton 

Men’s Bereavement 
Support Group 

We are a group to support 

men who have lost loved 
ones. 

 

Outside of the current situation, we usually meet on 
the first Tuesday of every month at The Balcarres 
Arms in Haigh at 12.30pm which we usually 
combine with a reasonably priced lunch. 
Currently we are offering support over the phone or  
via Zoom or other video means.  
We have no set agenda; other than to seek to be a 
support for you. 
We are not counsellors but have all lost loved ones, 
so may understand something of what you are 
going through. 
We recognise current increased isolation can make 
living with loss even more difficult, so support of 
others can be even more needed.  
Although grounded in our Christian faith, ’Men Who 
Mourn’ is open to anyone of any faith or none; we 
aim to be a community of friendship, support,  and 
prayer. 
If you would value support or a chat as you seek to 
live with loss then please  don’t hesitate to contact 
Andrew on 07720 712679 
 
You can also find us on Facebook under ‘MEN WHO 
MOURN’ where we also aim to post information  
and links which may be helpful for you. 

Journey Groups 

By Gill Lewis 

We currently have two 

Journey Groups but we 
hope that soon we’ll have more! 

 

Why are they called Journey groups? Well that’s 
because we really do believe that faith is a 
continuous journey of developing and deepening 
our relationship with God, and of increasing our 
understanding of His love for us and His world and 
His guiding of us. 

We meet fortnightly on Wednesday or Thursday 
evenings, enjoy each other’s company,  worship and  
study together (We have recently finished The Bible 
Course).   
We are finding that meeting together informally like 
this is a really good way to get to know one another 
and learn together as we share our ideas and joys 
and questions.  If you’d like to know more about 
joining a group then do get in touch using the 
contact information on the back page. 

WhatsApp prayer group by Joan Lawless 

There are many times in 

life when we can feel uncer-
tain of what lies ahead, and 
no one can deny the ways 
in which humanity's resili-
ence both physical and 
emotional has been tested 
over recent weeks.  
It is often during these times that we can enjoy and learn 
about being prayed for, praying with others and praying for 
others. Prayer is a conversation with God, an opportunity 
to open our hearts and minds and lay before our Heavenly 
Father our cares, concerns and sorrows and  also our joys 
and thanks. 
Hub prayer and WhatsApp prayer are opportunities to do 
just that. To explore, challenge and learn about and from 
faith, and to grow spiritually and emotionally  as we forge 
through uncharted waters ahead  of us. 
In the Bible we are reminded that wherever two or three 
are gathered then God is there also.   
Whilst we can't be physically present together at this time, 
we can use the time afforded to us to utilise technology to 
our advantage.  
Why not give it a go? Its certainly been a personal lifeline 
and a time for growing new friendships for myself and a 
huge source of comfort . What do you have to lose? Noth-
ing. What do you have to gain? So very much!  

Hello from Steve Beck, 
our new Associate Hub Leader 
 

Hi, for those of you I have not yet had 

the pleasure of meeting either in person 
or on Zoom, I’m  Steve and I began as the 
New Associate Hub Leader back in March. 
This has been the most unusual start to any new role that 
I have ever had(!) but I genuinely feel really blessed to be 
here and already I, and my family, feel very settled. 
It has been great to begin to get to know many of you, 
most particularly thorough our Sunday Zoom worship 
together and I look forward to meeting others of you in 
the future. 
It is really encouraging for me to be part of and see a 
group of people following Jesus who are coming together 
to worship and through lots of you forming Pastoral 
Networks caring for each another by  phoning and in other 
practical ways; discovering  that, even in these strange 
times, we are still God’s people - His church.  
We are still called to worship God and serve Him.  
We have much to praise God for and the Good News of 
Jesus to proclaim.  
I believe these times give us the opportunity to think of 
and use imaginative ways to do this. I look forward to 
continuing to explore these opportunities with you all. 



News from ‘The One House’ by Lil Leatham 

The Community comes together during the 
Coronavirus crisis 

When we went into complete lockdown the 

local community stepped in to support our 
neighbours. 
Over 50 people initially 
delivered over 5,000 leaflets 
throughout Haigh, Aspull, New 
Springs and Whelley.  
Since then almost 40  other 
volunteers have continued to 
regularly help local residents in 
a variety of ways. 
Local businesses have also 
been fantastic.; most notably Aspull Domestics 
and Local electrician, Nick Fearns.  Aldi in 
Horwich and Fur Klemt, in Marsh Green have 
donated food  for distribution 
Wigan Council have also given great support and 
our local model is seen as a beacon by the 
council. 
Fantastic fundraising and grants enable our 
support to be on-going and hopefully the 
community spirit we have witnessed will 
continue after restrictions are lifted. Thanks for 
all your support. 
For support for you or others or to volunteer, 
please contact the committee on: 
Pete Ashcroft (One House Trustee) 07980 779 665 
Councillor Chris Ready  07964 800 548 
Kathleen Marsh (One House Trustee) 07921 551 159 
Councillor Ron Conway  07873 760 644 

 

Or email   info@onehouseaspull.co.uk 

The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Justin Welby, has launched a 
free national phone line as a 
simple new way to bring 
worship and prayer into 

people’s homes while church buildings are closed 
because of the coronavirus.  
The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 
0800 804 8044  has been set up particularly with 
those unable to join online church services during 
the period of restrictions in mind. 

--------- 

A local Church Wigan phone line offering  prayers 
and weekly reflections is also available by 
telephoning: 01942 929020 

SUPPORTING YOUR LOCAL CHURCH 
FINANCIALLY 

From all you have read, we 

hope it is clear that although 
all of our buildings currently 
remain closed, the church 
has not shut up shop but is 
still alive and active.  

The temporary closure of our 
all our buildings has, 
however, lead to significant challenges for our finances and 
cash-flow at this time.  

Ways you can continue to give to your parish at this time 
are: 

1. Keep your existing standing order or Parish Giving Scheme 
gift going. 

2. Join the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) by calling 0333 
002 1271. This national direct debit scheme benefits your 
church by reclaiming Gift Aid monthly. When you call you 
will need to provide the following numbers, depending on 
which church you want to give to: 

St David’s: 220 622 237  

St Elizabeth’s: 220 622 232 

St John’s: 220 622 246 

St Stephen’s: 220 622 261 

3.Continue to put aside your giving envelopes and offer 
them at a special service once public worship resumes. 

We are grateful for your faithful giving, thank you.  

Please do seriously consider using the Parish Giving Scheme 
if you aren’t already - this move would aid the finances at 
our churches by ensuring we have regular cash-flow. As a 
bonus, unlike envelopes, PGS is completely free and much 
easier for us to administer; this means that the money you 
give goes further too! 

If you are already in the Parish Giving Scheme, could you 
consider increasing your regular giving amount? 

 

ONE-OFF DONATION TO SUPPORT CHURCH WIGAN FOOD 
DISTRIBUTION AND PROVISION MINISTRY DURING THE 
PANDEMIC 

1.Via JUST GIVING at www.churchwigan.org/justgiving 

2.By mobile - text COVIDSUPPORT 3 to 70450 to give £3. To 
give more change the number 3 at the end to the number of 
pounds you want to give, putting a single space before the 
number e.g. text COVIDSUPPORT 10 to give £10. 

Contact information: 

                     nehubwigan@gmail.com       
             

@ChurchWigan 
@NEHubWigan 

07759 252501 (NE Hub) 
01942 915040 (Rev Steve Beck) 

mailto:info@onehouseaspull.co.uk

