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Parish Contacts: 
 
Priest in Charge 
Rev. Tracey Harvey 
07742 999633. 
Email: 
revtlharvey@gmail.com 
 
Associate Priest  
Rev. Sue Godsmark :  
01621 891513 
Email : suegodsmark@aol.com  
 
If you are unable to contact the 
Priest or Associate Priest please 
speak to the Churchwardens: 
 
Churchwardens 
Isobel Doubleday : 01621 891329 
Karen Tarpey :      01621 892122 
 
Baptisms 
For enquiries about baptisms, 
please contact Rev’d Sue Godsmark. 
 
Magazine: 
Enquiries :  Helen Mutton : 01621 891067 
Adverts :   Pauline Stebbing : 01621 892059  
Email :  parishmagazinetotham@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Website:  
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657 

 

St Peter’s Church Contact  Details 
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Ministry Team Message 
 

As everyone now knows, it is very difficult, if not impossible, to tell when 
the lockdown will finish. You will also know the long lead times that we 
have for this magazine – shorter for its Totham and Goldhanger 
equivalents where this article will also feature – and as a result I’m writing 
this on 7 June. Also, the precise date of its end is losing its identity, as for 
some it will have ended already, and for others it will still have a way to 
go. 
 

From a Christian perspective, I’m particularly struck at the moment by 
how Jesus sent out his disciples – for some reason we had Luke’s 
version on the Friday just gone at morning prayer, but I see we have 
Matthew’s take on 5 July - where Jesus says to them, “See, I am sending 
you out like sheep into the midst of wolves,’ which wouldn’t normally 
inspire much confidence, but I’m sure the disciples were getting used to 
Jesus’ playful way of encouragement by then (he wouldn’t allow his much 
loved disciples to suffer in any way at this early stage in their work). 
 

But it’s that phrase, I’m sending you out’ which strikes a chord with me. 
Soon, if not already, we will be allowed out, and are we ready? What 
have we been doing during lockdown? Have we used our time wisely? 
Have we read the Bible regularly, have we prayed for all that’s in our 
hearts, have we received God’s peace, and can we see Him any more 
clearly? 
 

Of course, many of us will have been out, whether for our daily 
constitutionals and/or our purchase of necessary provisions, or for our 
employment as key workers, but even for them the end of lockdown – or 
should it be called open up? – will be significant, they will have set the 
stage, and the crowd will be allowed in. There will be a mind shift for 
everyone. 
 

Can we bring peace and light to this new world order? 
 

In Matthew’s gospel Jesus tells the disciples that they will be handed 
over to earthly powers, as will many of us, and will we have the faith not 
to worry about how we are to speak or what we are to say, but rely on the 
spirit of our father speaking through us? 
 

We should have this confidence at all times, as we know that God loves 
us, and knows us much better than we know ourselves, and by us, I don’t  
 

/continued on page 5 

 

Church News 
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Church News 

In your prayers at home this month, please include: 
 

Our ‘Friendship Church’ - Bragernes Kirke, Drammen, Norway; 
Adam, Keith, John, Pat, Roger, Sylvia, Dennis, Laura and David. 

If you are considering baptism for yourself or your children, confirmation, 
weddings, funeral arrangements, Holy Communion at home, or you 
would just like a visit, please get in touch with Rev. Tracey Harvey, Rev. 
Sue Godsmark or one of the Churchwardens (see page 3 for contact 
details). 

/continued from page 4 
 

mean just the ministry team, or even the readers of these magazines, but 
everybody in the whole world. God knows everyone better than they 
know themselves, ‘Even the hairs of your head are all counted’. 
 

If we go out in this spirit, that is the spirit of God, then, as with the 
disciples, whoever welcomes us, welcomes Jesus. 
 

Of course, many people will not have spent their lockdown so wisely, 
they will be like the huge crowd Jesus is preaching to, who listen to what 
he’s saying, but don’t understand it, and who look around, but don’t 
perceive anything, Can we get them to look with their eyes, and listen 
with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn to Jesus who’s 
ready to heal them in mind, body and spirit? 
 

On the last Sunday of July, we’re up to chapter 13 of Matthew and the 
parable of the sower. I used to get stuck with this parable on what 
happens to the seeds, thinking that I had to choose which seed I was, 
and where I ended up, but in fact, to carry on the presumption of this 
piece, I’m a sower, as we all are if we go out on open up day in the right 
spirit, and the responsibility is ours as to where we sow. We have to sow 
in the right places to ensure the growth of the kingdom of God, we’re 
wasting our time if we scatter the seeds randomly. Pause and double 
check with God before you decide where you sow. Does it feel right? 
 

Assuming we’ll have opened up by August, God bless you all for that 
moment onwards, and if we haven’t, God help us all. 
 

Tim Whitfield 
Reader in the T&NB benefice (working title) 

Salcott, Tollesbury, Tolleshunt D’Arcy and Tolleshunt Major 
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Online Worship at St Peter’s Church 
 

Rev. Tracey and others are regularly broadcasting a ‘Morning Prayer’ on 
our Facebook page at approximately 10am each day.  You do not need a 
Facebook account to view, as, where practicable, we will be providing a 
link to these broadcasts from our website under the heading ‘Morning 
Prayer for Today’: 
 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657/  
 

https://www.facebook.com/StPetersChurchGreatTotham/ 
 

North Blackwater Parishes have produced pages specifically for young 
children, which may be found by downloading their page on our website. 
 

In addition, the Church of England is providing a ‘Daily Hope’ line which 
offers music, prayers and reflections, as well as full worship services, at 
the end of a telephone line. This may be found at: 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-
19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line 

 

Services will only take place if the coronavirus lockdown has ended 
 

No Evensong will take place during August 

First Sunday of 
the month  

8am 
10am 
6pm 

Holy Communion 
Morning Service of the Word 
Evensong 

Second Sunday of 
the month 

8am 
10am 
6pm 

Morning Prayer 
Family Communion (Rev Sue) 
Evensong 

Third Sunday of 
the month 

8am 
10am 
6pm 

Morning Prayer 
Family Communion (Rev Tracey) 
Evensong 

Fourth Sunday of 
the month 

8am 
10am 
6pm 

Morning Prayer 
Morning Service of the Word 
Evensong 

Fifth Sunday of 
the month 

8am 
10am 
6pm 

Morning Prayer 
Morning Service of the Word  
(Benefice Service) 
Evensong 

 

Church News 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
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Church News 

“The Peace” at St Peter’s Church 
 

During our Communion Services at St Peter’s 
church, at about 10.30am on Sundays, we have 
always shared The Peace. It’s our way of sharing 
our certainty of God’s blessing with all our fellow 
worshippers, whilst keeping in mind a far wider 
group of people that we care about deeply.  Now 
that we can’t do this face to face, we would like to 
say to you on-line (with a virtual hand shake or 
hug) “The Peace of the Lord be always with you.” 
 

We long for the day when again we can say this 
face to face. 

 

God Bless you and your 
family from the whole church 
of St Peter’s, Great Totham. 
  

If you would like your name 
added to the list of those 
receiving this message by e-
mail, please let me know:  
suegodsmark@aol.com 
 

Rev. Sue 
       

200+ Club Draw Winners May 
 

1st Prize: Ian Nicholson 
2nd Prize: Pauline Haggerty 
3rd Prize: Margaret Grange 

 

If you would like to join the scheme, whose proceeds benefit the church, 
please contact Roger Allen on 892334. 

Photographs 
 

On many occasions, photographs are taken of adults and children for the 
Parish Magazine, Church Website and Church Facebook page to record 
the life and work of the church in Great Totham. If at any time you would 
prefer that a photograph was neither kept nor used, please indicate this 
to the photographer who will delete the image. 

mailto:suegodsmark@aol.com
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Church News 

Beacon Hill Churches Together 
 

Having planned a full year of events for this year’s charity, Essex 
Dementia Care, we have been unable to hold any because of 
coronavirus. David Newman’s talk on “Salt in the Blackwater Estuary 
from Roman Times” at Great Totham URC on 23rd June has also been 
cancelled, along with the United Service at Great Totham Village Hall on 
Sunday, 19th July due to social distancing requirements.  
 

In addition, the children’s Fun Day at Little Mountains Farm will not go 
ahead this year, due to the challenges we would face in ensuring young 
children comply with the social distancing requirements and lack of toilet 
provision.   
 

We are still anticipating that one event will go ahead, the Songs of Praise 
in October. It has been suggested that this could be held at St. Nicholas, 
Little Braxted, as it is their 900th Anniversary this year.  Watch this space 
in the September magazine.  
 

Christine Walker 

 Free Counselling 
 

We have been notified that the Association of Christian Counsellors 
(ACC) are  offering up to 10 sessions of counselling on a no-fee 
basis from qualified counsellors either on-line or by telephone for people 
who meet the following criteria: 
  

• people working within the NHS who are directly impacted by COVID-
19, including frontline medical staff, paramedics and those in NHS 
ancillary roles, eg, nursing assistants, cleaners, porters, etc, who 
have been directly impacted by COVID-19; 

• anyone who has been bereaved during this time, whether or not the 
bereavement is due to COVID-19 infection. 

 

Visit the ACC website www.acc-uk.org to access the service; you  will 
find a link to information and the referral form.  Alternatively, 
telephone 0247 644 9694 for details and to ask for counselling. 
 

Whist the ACC is managing and administering this service, counsellors 
from other professional bodies have also volunteered.  Counsellors will 
work with clients of any faith, or none, and do not bring their personal 
faith into the sessions.  

Rev. Tracey Harvey 

http://www.acc-uk.org/
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Church News 

Keep this in case you need it 
 

If you’re self-isolating, here is a list of people who would love you to chat 
to them from 4 o’clock to 8 o’clock in the evening. So just give us a ring, it 
doesn’t have to be about anything serious, just chat. If you can’t get one 
of us you will probably be able to get another; just keep trying. 

 

It’s your last chance to help identify 
the next Bishop of Chelmsford as 
the consultation for people in Essex 
and East London to have their say 
runs until 4 July.   
 

Take part and submit a response 
online at https://bit.ly/3dCDdnY 
 

It only takes 10 minutes! 

Bob Tarpey 01621  892122 (After 6 o’clock) 

Sheila Allen 01621  892334 

Isobel Doubleday 01621  891329 (Try at any reasonable time) 

Mary Owers 01621  892885 

Paul Smith 01621  893153 

Janet Gleghorn 01621  892746 

Sandra Smith 01621  893153 

Philippa Hardy-King 01621  892387 

Martyn Hardy-King 01621  892387 

Janice Spalding 01621  892197 

Sue Keyes 01621  891220 

Vanessa Ellams 01621  893148 

June Eaton 01621  891315 

Karin Mann 01621  891215 

Nick Scholey 01621  891172 

Rev’d Sue Godsmark 01621  891513 (Try at any reasonable time) 

https://bit.ly/3dCDdnY
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Church News 

News from the Belfry 
 

Last month I wrote about the bell at Scripps Farm. I now have some 
further information regarding this bell. It was not one of the original ring of 
eight at St. Mary’s and St. Hugh, Old Harlow, but the Curfew Bell.  
According to the publication “The Church Bells of Essex”, “The Curfew 
Bell weighs 15cwt. The Reverend H.T.W Eyre states that originally up to  
1883 there were only two bells and a clock bell. The larger of the two 
bells was cracked about 1884 and recast by G. Mears. This is now the 
Curfew Bell and the other is retained as a Priest’s Bell. The original ring 
appears to have been melted in a fire which destroyed the church in 
1709. A new Warner ring of eight was installed in 1883.” The Curfew Bell 
was sold when the ring of eight was restored in 2016. 
  

Curfew bells date back to Medieval England and were rung around eight 
o’clock in the evening as a signal for all citizens to retire for the night and 
to deaden or cover their fires. At St. Peter’s Church, Chertsey, they 
continue with the tradition of tolling the curfew by ringing the 8cwt 
number four bell of the eight at 8pm on weekdays from Michaelmas, 29 th 
September, to Lady Day, 25th March. It takes around five minutes for 50 
blows to ring on the bell, followed by one ring for each day of the month 
so far. 
 

On 17th March, Janice, our Tower Captain sent the following to the band: 
“Following the announcement yesterday about keeping safe, are we all in 
agreement to abandon Friday evening practices until further notice? Do 
we feel the same about ringing on a Sunday morning? If the Sunday 
morning services are to continue, we could have one person to go to 
chime a bell ten minutes before the service. I will speak to Sue 
Godsmark once I am aware of the majority opinion”. 
 

The consensus of the band was that we would stop ringing and our 
practice on Friday, 20th March was cancelled. The last time bell ringing 
stopped in the United Kingdom was on 13th June 1940, when the order 
was given out on the wireless that “Church and Chapel bells must not be 
rung except to warn of invasion”. On 31st March 1943, in the House of 
Lords, the Lord Archbishop of York “Moved to resolve, that the ban on 
the ringing of church bells should now be lifted or modified.” The 
Government subsequently announced that the ringing of church bells 
could recommence on Easter Sunday, April 23rd 1943. Hopefully we will 
not have to wait for three years for bell ringing to recommence! 
 

Andrew Hood 
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Church News 

Do you believe in Mother? 
 

A parable / thought experiment by Hungarian 
writer Utmutato Leleknek 

 
 
 
 

In a mother’s womb were two babies. One asked the other: Do you believe 
in life after delivery? 
The other replied, “Why, of course. There must be something after delivery. 
Maybe we are here to prepare ourselves for what we will be after.” 
“Nonsense” said the first. “There is no life after delivery. What kind of life 
would that be?” 
The second said, “I don’t know, but there will be more light out there than 
here. Maybe we will walk with our legs and eat from our mouths. Maybe we 
will have other senses that we can’t understand now.” 
The first replied, “That is absurd. Walking is impossible. And eating with our 
mouths? Ridiculous! 
The umbilical cord supplies nutrition and everything we need. But the 
umbilical cord is so short. 
Life after delivery is to be logically excluded.” 
The second insisted, “Well I think there is something and maybe it’s different 
than it is here. 
Maybe we won’t need this physical cord anymore.” 
The first replied, “Nonsense. And moreover if there is life, then why has no 
one ever come back from there? Delivery is the end of life, and in the after-
delivery there is nothing but silence and oblivion. It takes us nowhere.” 
“Well, I don’t know,” said the second, “but certainly we will meet Mother and 
she will take care of us” 
The first replied “Mother? You actually believe in Mother? That’s laughable. 
If Mother exists then where is She now? 
The second said, “She is all around us. We are surrounded by Her. We are 
of Her. It is in Her that we live. Without Her this world would not and could 
not exist.” 
Said the first, “Well I don’t see Her, so it is only logical that She doesn’t 
exist.” 
To which the second replied, “Sometimes, when you’re in silence and you 
focus and you really listen, you can hear Her loving voice, calling down from 
above.” 
 

Paul Smith 
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Robert King 
LCC  UEI  C&G 

Landscapes 
Established 1973 

 

Phone 01621 788411 
Mob. 07748 638530 

 * All Garden Work & Maintenance 

 * Jobs Large and Small 

 * Patios 

 * Fencing 

 * Garden Design 

 * Tree Surgery 

 * Driveway Construction 

Free Quotations 

 
C. HARRINGTON 

Fencing 
 
 
 

All Types of Fencing & 
Gates Erected 

 
 

*FREE ESTIMATES* 
 
 

Mobile: 07946 612222 
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Church News 

Text for the Week: July 

5th July 
Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart; do not depend on your 
own understanding.  Seek his 
will in all you do, and he will 
show you which path to take. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 

12th July 
There is a season (a time 
appointed) for everything and a 
time for every delight and event 
or purpose under heaven. 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 

19th July 
Love the lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and 
with all your mind; and love 
your neighbour as yourself. 

Luke 10:27 

26th July 
Truly my soul finds rest in God; 
my salvation comes from him.  
Truly he is my rock and my 
salvation; he is my fortress, I 
shall never be shaken. 

Psalm 62:2 

Bible Readings: July 

5th July 
Fourth Sunday after Trinity  

Gospel 

Ps 145. 8-15 
Rom. 7. 15-25 
Matt. 11. 16-19, 25-end 

12th July 
Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

Gospel 

Isa. 55. 10-13 
Rom. 1-11 
Matt. 13. 1-9, 18-23 

19th July 
Sixth Sunday after Trinity 

Gospel 

Ps. 86. 11-end 
Rom. 8. 12-25 
Matt. 13. 24-30, 3-43 

26th July 
Seventh Sunday after Trinity 

Gospel 

I Kings 3. 5-12 
Rom. 8. 26-39 
Matt. 13. 31-33, 44-52 
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Gas                         Oil 

B P A Kennedy 
Plumbing and Heating 

Engineer 
 

Gas and oil boiler servicing/repair 
New boilers 

Central heating up grades/repair 
New radiators 

Desludging available 
New bathrooms 
Ball valves etc 

Telephone : 
Home   01621 890039 
Mobile   07879 643583 

mobile 07879 
643583 

 Hughes And Son 

 Landscapes 
 

Driveway And Patio Paving 

Specialists 

Hard and soft Landscaping 
 

Block paving and Natural 

Stone 

Slabs and fencing 

Repairs, cleaning and sealing 

 

Qualified writtle college FD / 

HND 

Well established locally (est 

1999) 

 

Free no obligation estimates 

Public Liability  -  

Approved waste Carrier 

 

01621892789/0776207833

8 

Based in Great Totham  

Great Totham Garage 
2 Hall Road , Great Totham,  

Maldon, Essex , CM9 8NN 
 

A family run business for over 40 
years, providing all aspects of 

vehicle repair and maintenance. 
 

Providing free local collection & 
delivery.  Courtesy car on request. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PROUD MEMBER OF “GOOD 
GARAGE SCHEME.CO.UK” WITH 

AN OVER 99% 
RECOMMENDATION. 

 
MOT TESTS £45 

TELEPHONE: 01621 891264 

SERVICING                 MOT             DIAGNOSTICS 

ACCOUNTANT & TAX 
CONSULTANT 

 
Small Businesses  

& Family Company Accounts 
 

Self Assessment Tax Returns 
 

Exceptional Service 
 

Pleased to Visit 
 

Call : JONATHAN R CLARK ,  FCCA 
 

CHARTERED CERTIFIED 
ACCOUNTANT 

 
Tel : 01621- 892324 
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SMALL WARM HALL TO HIRE IN 
GREAT TOTHAM NORTH  
Suitable for meetings and small 
children's parties.   
For further details   819419 

LOSE ACHES AND TENSION 
with the Alexander Technique 

Lessons and workshops locally 
www.ainb.co.uk  

or ring Tricia on 07749 283963 

 

Use this space to 
advertise  

your business 
 

Contact Pauline 
Stebbing 892059 

Deborah Cannom 
 

Bespoke Painting & Decorating 
Est 1995 

 
Locally based, professionally qualified 

painter and decorator with over 20 
years’ experience specialising in both 

interior and exterior painting 
 

Bespoke service which offers as little 
disruption to your home environment 

as possible 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tel: 01621 850927 

Mob: 07790 337895 
 

deborahcannom@y7mail.com 
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1 THE OLD IRONWORKS, FULLBRIDGE, MALDON, ESSEX. CM9 4LE 
TEL: 01621 841300          E.MAIL: SALES@WICKHAM-FLOORING.CO.UK 

 

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING YOUR BEST QUALITY CARPETS, 
VINYLS, 

LAMINATES AND LVT FLOORINGS USING OUR FREE ESTIMATING SERVICE, 
AND EXPERIENCED FITTERS. 

LARGE SHOWROOM WITH MOST MANUFACTURERS ON OFFER.  
AMPLE FREE PARKING. 

 

mailto:SALES@WICKHAM-FLOORING.CO.UK
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Text for the Week: August 

2nd August 
Among the people of the world you 
shine like stars in the heavens.  You 
shine as you hold out to them the 
word of life. 
 

Philippians 2:15-16 

9th August 
Let all that I am praise the Lord; may I 
never forget the good things he does 
for me...He fills my life with good 
things.  My youth is renewed like the 
eagle’s! 

Psalm 103:2,5 

16th August 
The Lord is my shepherd I shall not be 
in want.  He makes me lie down in 
green pastures, he leads me beside 
quiet waters, he restores my soul. 
 

Psalm 23:1-3 

23rd August 
Just as you have received Christ 
Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 
being rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you 
were taught, and over-flowing with 
gratitude. 

Colossians 2:6-7 

30th August 
This is my prayer, that your love may abound 

more and more in knowledge and depth of 
insight, so that you may be able to discern 

what is best and may be pure and blameless 
for the day of Christ. 
Philippians 1:9-10 

 

Bible Readings: August 

2nd August 
Eighth Sunday after Trinity  

Gospel 

Ps. 145. 15-end 
Rom. 9. 1-5 
Matt. 14. 13-21 

9th August 
Ninth Sunday after Trinity 

Gospel 

Ps. 85. 8-13 
Rom. 10. 5-15 
Matt. 14. 22-33 

16th August 
Tenth Sunday after Trinity 

Gospel 

Isa. 56. 1. 6-8 
Rom. 11. 1-2, 29-32 
Matt. 15. 21-28 

23rd August 
Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 

Gospel 

Ps. 138 
Rom. 12. 1-8 
Matt. 16. 13-20 

30th August 
Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 

Gospel 

Jer. 15. 15-21 
Rom. 12. 9-end 
Matt. 16. 21-end 

 

Church News 
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SOUTHWOOD TIMBER 
 

SUPPLIERS OF TIMBER & FENCING TO TRADE & GENERAL PUBLIC 
 

Treated Sawn Timber, Posts & Sleepers 
Machined Rounds & Half Rounds 

Post & Rail, Field Gates. 
Regularised Treated Timber 

Fence Panels, Concrete Posts & Gravel Boards 
Trellis 

Purpose Made Timber Products including Sheds, Stables, 
Field Shelters, Pergolas, Gazeboes, Rose Arches 

and almost anything so long as its made from Timber. 
Flat Pack Log Cabins & Children’s Play Houses. 

Logs, Coal & Kindling 
Electric & Stock Fencing 

 
Call in and see Sam or Jack 

Open Monday to Friday 8am to 5pm 
Saturday 8am to 1pm 

 
Broad Street Green Road, Gt. Totham, 01621 891999 

 
www.southwoodtimber.co.uk 

Published by the PCC of St 
Peter's Church, Great Totham  

 

The views expressed in this 
magazine are not necessarily those 
of the Parochial Church Council of 
Great Totham nor can the Church 
guarantee the credentials or 
performance of any of the advertisers 
within this publication.  Please 
mention the Parish Magazine when 
contacting our advertisers. 

 

Prices per edition:  
Full page: £56 
Half page: £28 

Quarter page: £14 
Small ads: £3.50 

 

Advert Enquiries: 
 

Pauline Stebbing 
 

 892059 

http://www.southwoodtimber.co.uk/
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That’s Life (Summer 2020) 
 

I should be in Otley (in Yorkshire) 
At the Show, with a burger in hand 

Midst the cattle and prattle of countryside life 
And the ferrets and Otley Brass Band 

 

But I’m locked down in Totham (in Essex) 
At the stove, making fruit cake and soup 

Midst the flora and fauna of back-garden life 
And ‘The Best of ….. ‘ on permanent loop 

 

I should be in Keswick (in Cumbria) 
With a crisp slab of Kendal mint cake 

Where our poets and painters shared creative lives 
And sailed on a shimmering lake 

 

 I’ve ‘updated’ the pond in the garden 
(Excavating the hole was quite grim) 

But it’s not had an influx of native wildlife 
So, blow it, I’ve filled it back in.  

 

I should have been touring The Highlands 
Majestic when weather is kind 

Tartan trews, sgian dubhs and the skirl of the pipes 
And kippers for brunch at Loch Fyne 

 

Well, I’ve been up to visit the Beacon 
(Quite a climb tho’ I don’t like to boast) 

And I’ve oohed over views of estuary life 
Then gone home to have sardines on toast. 

 

If this is what’s called a stay-cation 
Relaxing, unhurried (and free) 

Since the Cummings and goings of political life 
It is not all it’s cracked up to be 

 

‘Cos I should be away with my children 
It was all booked up ages ahead 

All the caring and sharing of family life 
But I’m writing this poem instead! 

 

Anon. 

 

Village News 
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Update from Bragernes Church in Norway 
 

Our friendship Church in Drammen, Bragernes Kirke, opened its doors 
again on 31st May with a farewell service for the rector, Lars Skagestad, 
who is moving to Molde on the west coast of Norway.   He is starting his 
new position as Personnel Adviser to the Church Council after the 
summer.  Molde Football Club is where Ole Gunnar Solskjær was a 
player and manager before joining Manchester United (a bit of useless 
information!) 
 

All the weekly services have resumed, including Holy Communion on 
Sundays and Tuesdays, but the conditions are that the congregation 
follow the strict guidelines set out by the authorities: 
 

• Staying away if you are experiencing symptoms 
• No hand shaking or hugging 
• Use the hand sanitiser available on entering the church 
• Registration of names for tracing purposes – the list will be deleted 

after 10 days if no cases are reported 
• Worshippers will be shown to their seats 
• Maximum 50 people inside and also outside the church  during 

open air services 
• Keeping at least 1 metre distance at all times 
• No refreshments available 
• Toilets and children's corner are closed 
 

The confirmation service which traditionally takes place in May has  now 
been postponed until October. 
 

Eight midweek concerts are planned for the summer at the church (free 
entry), each lasting 50 minutes, and include a short bible reading.  Most 
of the performers are local vocalists and musicians playing the piano, 
organ, cello and accordion.  The concerts are sponsored by the 
Drammen District Council. 
 

Some of you  might remember Rev. Kristin Fæhn, who was rector at 
Bragernes Kirke when the friendship link was quite active.  She visited St 
Peter's with a group from Norway during Harvest Festival one year. 
Kristin moved to a parish in Telemark after leaving Bragernes, but has 
recently retired and moved back to Drammen. She will be taking services 
during the summer at Bragernes. 

 

/continued on next page 
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Erik and Kaye Westang, who acted as our excellent hosts on numerous 
occasions, both celebrated their birthdays this spring, 91 and 86 
respectively.  They have moved from their house on the hillside to a flat 
in the town centre, a stone’s throw from the church.  

Karin Mann  
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Match of the Day – a television fixture 
 
Match of the Day (MOTD) holds the record as the longest running 
football television programme in the world and, with the return of live 
football, albeit not for those fans whose teams are in the lower echelons 
of the leagues (like mine!), football fans can again view up-to-date 
football rather than re-runs. However MOTD did not start out as a football 
programme! 
 
Match of the Day was first used for the Wimbledon tennis highlights in 
June 1964, although on 22 August 1964, it became a football programme 
and was initially broadcast on BBC2. Then, as now, the programme 
focused on the top division and the first game shown was highlights 
between Liverpool against Arsenal at Anfield. The legendary Roger Hunt 
scored the first goal to be seen on MOTD. Back then though, television 
did not dominate the football watching public, with only around 20,000 
people watching the programme, or less than half the number in 
attendance at the match. However perhaps a chief factor was that BBC2 
was only available in London at the time! For those interested, Liverpool 
won the game 3-2. The show moved to BBC1 in 1966. 
 
Whilst television money is now the main source of funds for football, the 
start of broadcasts being made was not universally popular within the 
game, with several clubs attempting to ban MOTD as they thought it 
would impact negatively on gate receipts. Their fears were assuaged by 
the BBC saying that they would not reveal which game they were going 
to broadcast until after the game had finished. Even today (in normal 
times), live league games kicking off at the traditional time of 3pm on a 
Saturday afternoon are rarely shown on television. 
 
We can all hum the theme tune to MOTD, but that well-known ditty was 
not actually used for the programme until 1970. Before that, the original 
theme tune entitled “Drum Majorette” was composed by Major Leslie 
Statham, the band leader of the Welsh Guards. The new theme tune was 
composed by Barry Stoller after consultation with the show’s then-editor 
Sam Leitch, who had been tasked with revamping the show. A touch of 
irony is that Barry Stoller admitted at the time that he was not a football 
fan! 
 
At that time the presenter was David Coleman, who had taken over the 
slot from Kenneth Wolstenholme. Mr Wolstenholme had presented the  
 

/continued on next page 
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show from the start in 1964 until 1969. He was briefly joined by David 
Coleman in 1968, who then took over on his own as main presenter until 
1973. Following him was the first ex-professional footballer to be main 
presenter of the programme. That man was Jimmy Hill, who hosted the 
programme for 15 years until 1988 when Des Lynam took over. Des 
Lynam headed MOTD for a further 11 years until 1999, when Gary 
Lineker became the main presenter. However, it would appear that Gary 
Lineker’s tenure is coming to an end now, with Jermaine Jenas rumoured 
to be in line to take over the slot from next season. 
 

The main presenter has often had other guest presenters on the 
programme to help him. These have included Gabby Logan and Dan 
Walker in recent times. Pundits (or analysts!) have long been part of the 
format too. These have all tended to be former professional players, with 
perhaps the most well-known MOTD pundit being Alan Hansen. Mark 
Lawrenson was also a pundit for a considerable time until his retirement 
in 2014. Recent pundits have included Jermaine Jenas, Alan Shearer, 
Ian Wright, Martin Keown and Danny Murphy. Others have included 
Danny Mills, Trevor Sinclair, Phil Neville, Robbie Savage, Tim Sherwood, 
Michael Owen, Lee Dixon and Kevin Kilbane. 
 
Amongst the commentators there has been Wally Barnes, Frank Bough. 
Jon Champion, David Coleman, Barry Davies, Tony Gubba, Alan Parry, 
Gerald Sinstadt, Clive Tyldesley, Alan Weeks, Ray Stubbs and Jonathan 
Pearce. Jacqui Oatley became the first female football commentator on 
MOTD in 2007. However perhaps the most famous football commentator 
of them all has been John Motson OBE. Motty became a regular 
commentator on MOTD in 1971-72 season with his first match being a 0-
0 draw between Liverpool and Chelsea.  
 
So, after over 51 series and more than 5000 programmes, Match of the 
Day seems set to continue as a fixture on the BBC (together with a 
number of spin-off programmes such as MOTD2).  This will please many 
football fans, but perhaps not everybody! Still, those non-football fans 
who watch terrestrial television no longer have The Big Match to contend 
with as well! This was the ITV rival and was broadcast between 1968 and 
1992, hosted by Brian Moore until 1983, then Elton Welsby until 1992. 
That, as they say, is another story….. 
 

Chris Bingham 
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Message from the District Councillor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
www.facebook.com/tothammatters/  
 
 
It has been fantastic to see the community response to the Covid-19 and 
the support we have given to each other. We are lucky to live in a 
wonderful rural community and have the support of good neighbours. 
Maldon District council has worked hard with different community and 
volunteer groups to provide support and information to residents. If you 
are in need please make use of the support network. 
 
The council has been working hard to support residents and businesses 
during the unprecedented time. If you run a business in the Maldon 
District, and haven’t applied for a loan or support, please ensure you go 
to the council website, to complete the very simple application form. 
 
For those businesses who were not eligible for a grant in the first round 
of funding, there is now discretionary funding available.  Please go to the 
Maldon District council website for more information and to apply. 
 
Covid-19 has now created further pressure on resources, and we will 
have to ensure that the council, manages this effectively. The council has 
to meet the needs of residents and businesses and at the same time 
manage its resources. Its priority should be providing an effective and 
efficient service. 
 
Currently the council is starting to hold meetings virtually, however, it is 
still under emergency measures. I am trying to ensure that the council 
remains democratic and accountable to the electorate. I will be pushing 
for the council to get back to a normal way of working, that is safe, and 
also ensures we meet the needs of the district. 
 

Kind Regards 
Councillor Richard Siddall 

 

Village News 

http://www.facebook.com/tothammatters/
https://www.maldon.gov.uk/
https://democracy.maldon.gov.uk/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=537
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Don’t Lose Your Way 

Public Rights of Way are a precious asset and allow people to enjoy the 
countryside from a different perspective than that seen when travelling by 
road. Certainly, during the past few months, many people in the village 
have appreciated our rural location and the beauty of our walks. It is 
estimated that 10,000 miles of paths across England and Wales are not 
currently shown on the definitive map and, in February, The Ramblers 
launched its ‘Don’t Lose Your Way’ campaign. 
 

Thousands of people joined the search for the lost paths and, within six 
weeks, had mapped all of England and Wales. By comparing current and 
historic maps, they were able to identify discrepancies. The data is now 
being processed and it is hoped that the missing paths can be reinstated 
and saved for future generations.  1st  January 2026 is the cut-off date for 
adding historic paths to the definitive map. Any path which came into 

existence before 1949 and 
not claimed by 2026 will be 
lost forever. 
 

To find out more, or 

contribute to the campaign, 

visit: 

ramblers.org.uk/

dontloseyourway 
 

Vicky Heaviside 
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TONY POULTER 
 
 

 
 

 
Kitchens 

Bathrooms 
General Building 

Plumbing 
Electrics 

Wall Tiling 
Plastering 

Project Management 
 

35 Years of Experience 
Friendly and Reliable Service 

 
Mobile: 07835 653199 

Email: 
tonypoulter@manxmotorcyclehire.co.uk 

Morley Skips Ltd 
 

SKIP HIRE 
 
 

Top Soil Delivered  
Asbestos Removal and Disposal 

  
Fast Reliable Local Service 

at Competitive Prices 
 

Phone 01621 815287 
 

morleyskips.co.uk  

 

Domestic Specialists 
 

Professional, Reliable & Friendly 
 

 

 
Warren Bennett 
07736 445923 
01621 332492 
 
www.wlbelectricalservices.co.uk 

SEELEY CERAMICS 
(R.J.SEELEY) 

CERAMIC WALL AND 

FLOOR TILING 

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

FREE ESTIMATES 

ALL FIXING 

MATERIALS SUPPLIED 

LOCAL AND RELIABLE 

SERVICE 

TIPTREE 

Tel: (01621) 816 983 

Mob: 07801 700 955 
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DOMESTIC . COMMERCIAL. AGRICULTURAL 
 

Your local and personal pest control service, 
insured and fully qualified to deal with all your 
pest problems: 
 

 RATS 

 MICE 

 MOLES 

 WASPS 

 FLEAS 

 BED BUGS 
 
AND MUCH MORE …. 
 

Call or email for free, no obligation quotes 
 

T: 07771 356731 
H: 01245 491327 

 

info@wildthings-pestsolutions.com 
wildthings-pestsolutions.com 

mailto:info@wildthings-pestsolutions.com
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9 Wellands Close, Wickham Bishops,  
Essex, CM8 3NE 

Mob: 07734 869966 
Tel: 01621 868355 

 

• Interior & Exterior 

• Painting & Decorating 

• Plastering and all general  
renovation work 

• Please call for a free estimate 

• Friendly & Professional Service 

• All work guaranteed 
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Food And Drink  
 

1. What type of pastry are profiteroles made from? 
2. What is the main flavour of aioli? 
3. Which vegetable can be oyster, chestnut or shitaki? 
4. What is wiener schnitzel? 
5. How is steak tartare cooked? 
6. Which drink is Worcester sauce traditionally added to? 
7. Which fish is the main ingredient of Scotch Woodcock? 
8. What is beef fillet cooked in puff pastry called? 
9. What gives Windsor Red cheese its colour and flavour? 
10. What is a Worcester Pearmain? 
11. Which meat is used in Glamorgan sausages? 
12. Which vegetables can be Pentland Crown or Maris Bard? 
13. What type of food is basmati? 
14. What is Roquefort cheese made from? 
15. Which fruit is a cross between a blackberry and a raspberry? 
16. Which type of pasta’s name means “little worms”? 
17. What ingredient is included in food in a Florentine style? 
18. What is pancetta? 
19. What is the main ingredient of black pudding? 
20. Which herb is in pesto sauce? 

Answers on page 46 

 

Adult Quiz  

 

Children’s Quiz 

General Knowledge 
 

1. What is the name given to an animal that only eats plants? 
2. In which year did the Second World War end? 
3. What is Dr Who’s time machine called? 
4. What is the name of the organ that pumps blood around the body? 
5. What two colours make up the flag of Spain? 
6. How many hours are there in two days? 
7. In “The Jungle Book”, what kind of animal is Baloo? 
8. What is the name of the tree that produces conkers? 
9. What kind of food is pawpaw? 
10. What is a baby goat called? 
 

Answers on page 46 
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Village News 

Great Totham Parish Council 
 

Report for June 
 

 
With rules  restricting gatherings of people from different households, it is 
still not possible to hold Council meetings in person, but communication 
between members and other bodies  continues and the Clerk is kept 
busy disseminating information. 
  

All Essex Country Parks reopened on Thursday, 21 May. Although the 
parks, car parks and toilets are open to the public, the children’s play 
equipment, visitor centres and cafes will remain closed, in line with 
government guidance. Great Totham open spaces include the Jubilee 
Recreation Ground, woodland near The Chase, Bull Green, the Cricket 
Field, Totham North Recreation Ground, the Green (near The Florists) 
and Totham Hill Green. Residents spending time at these sites must 
comply with the following rules: 
 

• Groups must not exceed six people from different households; 

• Residents must stay two metres apart from anyone not of the same 
household; 

• Children are not allowed to use playground equipment; 

• Hands should be washed or sanitised afterwards.  
 

A phased approach to re-opening libraries, 16 including Maldon, will 
begin on Monday, 6th July, however the authorities are encouraging 
people to continue to use online library resources ‘which have proved to 
be a big hit with Essex residents’. 
 

With regard to offering greater access to local businesses, Cllr Adrian 
Fluker, Leader of Maldon District Council, has issued the following 
statement:  
 

“The Council has been looking at the Government guidance on the safe 
operation of High Streets in order to help the businesses re-open, and 
we are exploring a whole range of options. The Council recognises the 
challenges that the businesses will face in order to re-open and we are 
keen to find a solution which the County Council as the highways 
authority can deliver and one which works for the vast majority of the 
stakeholders.  We will be discussing any proposals with the District 
Council Ward Members and Maldon Town Council as plans develop.” 

 /continued on next page 
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Notwithstanding additional government funding for local authorities and 
over 1000 grant payments to small businesses, the current situation will 
clearly affect future development, and Members of Maldon District Coun-
cil are currently formulating an economic recovery plan. 
 

Despite the financial strain the County Council is experiencing, in the 
budget speech presented by the leader of Essex County Council, it was 
announced that every County Councillor would be given a sum of money 
that could be awarded to projects in their respective divisions.  
 

There are three main ways in which the money can be spent: a) making 
a grant to a registered charity, parish council, community or voluntary 
body; b) buying goods or services; c) commissioning services from ECC.  
 

There is not a specific application form, however, to enable grants to be 
paid by the end of 2020, a short description of any proposal, detailing 
who will benefit and the amount being requested (up to and including 
£10,000), should be forwarded by 1st September to: 
 

Cllr.Mark.Durham@essex.gov.uk 
 

Residents are reminded that, with the exception of children, those with 
physical disabilities or breathing difficulties, face coverings are compulso-
ry on public transport from 15th. June.   
 

As always, if you have any concerns, the most up-to-date national guid-
ance about the pandemic is online at www.nhs.uk/coronavirus and 
www.gov.uk/coronavirus.  
 

Vicky Heaviside 

 

Future Events 
 

5 September Gardening Club Autumn Show 2.30pm Village Hall 
8 September PCC Meeting 7.30pm Honywood 
12 September Ride and Stride (to be confirmed) 
4 October  Harvest Festival Service 10am St. Peter’s Church 
8 November Remembrance Sunday  
21 November St. Nicholas Fayre 2pm Village Hall 



34 

 

 

TMS 
Roofing and Fascias 

• Fascias, Soffits, Guttering & Cladding 

• Flat Roofs, Best Quality Materials 
used - 10 year Guarantee 

• Tiled and Slated Roofs 

• Any repairs undertaken 

• FREE ESTIMATES 

• No job too small 

 

Tel: 01621 815604 

Mob: 07866 551630 

 
 

 

FORRESTER PARK, GREAT TOTHAM 
YOU’RE WELCOME! 

 

Open to all for breakfast, coffee, lunch and tea. 
Food served daily 7.30am-2.30pm, roast lunch every Sunday. 

Several areas for dining and socializing. 
Cosy bar with woodburner open all day. 

*** 
Available all year round for birthdays, anniversaries, weddings, fundraisers, 

meetings and more. All sizes of party welcome. 
*** 

Golf, Tennis, Croquet, Swimming on site. 
*** 

Call, email or drop in to find out more: 
 

Forrester Park, Beckingham Road, Great Totham CM9 8EA 
info@forrester-park.co.uk ~ www.forrester-park.co.uk 

01621 891406 

“Great food and staff. 
Lovely place for wed-
dings and family gath-
erings or hosting any 
events. Very personal 

touch.” Moira P 

“Delicious Sunday Roast, 
very reasonably priced 
and excellent service.  

Highly recommended and 
will definitely be booking 

lunch again.” Lucie T 
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Essex & Herts Air Ambulance 
 

 (EHAAT) would like you to put the kettle on and raise 
vital funds for this local life-saving charity by getting 
involved in “A Virtual British Afternoon Tea” this sum-
mer.  “Get together” with friends and family over cakes 
and a cuppa to contribute to meeting the monthly cost 
of £750,000 to keep the service running smoothly  
 

Taking part is simple, and recipes, EHAAT bunting, 
invitations and posters can be downloaded from the charity’s website at 
ehaat.org/avbat   
 

You can post photos of your get together and your baking triumphs (and disas-
ters!) using #avbat, #ratemybake and #ratemycake. 
 

Although both EHAAT airbases – at North Weald and Earls Colne – are closed 
to all non-essential visitors, the charity’s critical care teams are still working 24/7 
attending the most critically ill and injured patients. Fundraising efforts have been 
hit by the cancellation or postponement of a number of events.  
 

Donations to Essex & Herts Air Ambulance can be made by visiting ehaat.org  

 

Village News 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Bell Inn is available for private events e.g. christenings & wakes. 
 

We are open Tuesday to Sunday.  We serve food every day (12-2pm Tues to Saturday and 6-9pm in the 
evening).  Our renowned Sunday roast is served 12pm to 3.30pm.  

Over 55’s Menu (£4.75) is available Tuesday to Saturday lunchtime and Tuesday to Saturday evening 
(6pm-7pm only) 

 
Join us for Steak Night on Tuesdays and Thursdays (£29.75) 

2 x 8oz Sirloin Steaks, all the trimmings for two guests and a bottle of wine.  

Sunday Roast (£11.95) with a choice from three meats or if you can’t choose then opt for the Trio of meats (£14.95). 

We have a Gin Bar as well as Real Ales and low/no alcohol drinks. 

Pool, darts, dominoes and other table games available for your use as well as our Petanque court in the summer.  

Caroline & Keith Isaacs 
The Bell Inn, The Street, Feering, Essex 

CO5 9QQ – Tel: 01376 573306 

         Follow us on 
         Facebook,  
         @TheBellFeering  
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R. CLARK

LANDSCAPES

GARD E N  CAR E

1 8  YEAR S

E XP ER IE NCE

PATIOS

F E NCING

TUR FI NG

P ER GOLAS

DECKING

BR ICKWOR K

TRE E S URGE RY

SLEE P ER S 

SPRAYIN G - ALL TYPE S

TURF MAINTE N ANCE  - RE NO VATIO N 

PRUN IN G 

TRE E  P LAN TING
GARD EN  MAINTE NANCE

(SPRIN G-AUTUMN)

F ULLY INS UR ED, F R EE  ES TIMATE S

TE L : 01 6 21  8 91 4 5 8

MOB: 0 79 1 4  7 1 2 45 3

01206 575102 
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LORKIN HEATING 
Est. 1948 

 
OIL HEATING SPECIALISTS 

SERVICING 
REPAIRS 

BREAKDOWNS 
ALSO GENERAL PLUMBING 

 
CONTACT 

BRIAN OR SIMON LORKIN 
ON 

 

01621 891336 
 

27 HILL GREEN 
GREAT TOTHAM 
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Great Totham  
Neighbourhood Watch 

 

Visit Maldon District Neighbourhood Watch website for up to date local 
crime reports,  non-urgent news and links to the police and national NHW 
websites:  http://www.maldondistrictnhw.co.uk/index.htm 
 

For Totham Hill Green, phone Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator, Ian 
Barratt, on 891949. Email: ianpb3@gmail.com 
 

For local crime reports, visit https://www.police.uk/essex/28/crime/  

Contacting the Police 
 

In an emergency dial 999.   
 

For non-emergencies dial 101 extension 412335 / 01245 491491 
 

Send non-emergency police related information/intelligence to your North 
Blackwater Neighbourhood Policing Team at: 
 

http://www.essex.police.uk/ or text 07624 80010  
 

Maldon Police      0300 333 4444  or 101 
 

Maldon District Council Offices   
Princes Road   Monday—Thursday: 9am—5pm 
Maldon    Friday:    8.30am—4.30pm 

 

Village News 

Tiptree and Tollesbury WEA are open for business! 
 

Bored? Want to learn new things? Make new virtual friends? Then Zoom your 
way into lifelong learning! All you need is a computer connected to the internet 
(desktop, laptop, tablet, smart phone, etc) or landline telephone. Autumn term 
courses will carry on, however, in the meantime, to take account of social 
distancing, we are setting up online courses and currently waiting for our local 
tutors to be allocated.  
 

Join the national mailing list: https://www.wea.org.uk/join-our-mailing-list, visit  
the website: https://www.wea.org.uk/, or check us out on Facebook by searching 
for “The WEA” or for our local branch “Tollesbury WEA”. 
 

For local information enquiries, please contact 01621 735817. Looking forward 
to seeing you soon, maybe on Zoom!! 
 

Anne Mossman (Secretary to Tiptree and Tollesbury WEA) 

http://www.maldondistrictnhw.co.uk/index.htm
https://www.police.uk/essex/28/crime/
http://www.essex.police.uk/
https://www.wea.org.uk/join-our-mailing-list
https://www.wea.org.uk/
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Wickham Bishops WI 
 

It’s looking very likely that “lockdown” is coming to an end and 
we can all begin to restart our lives.  This has been a 
challenging time that Wickham Bishops WI has tried to adapt to.  Our 
president, Diane, has called all members, a few each week, to touch 
base and find out how they are doing.  In addition, to cheer everyone up, 
a virtual raffle was organised and five lucky winners each received a 
beautiful bouquet.  
 

It was a great shame that the Wickham Bishops Open Garden Festival 
had to be cancelled.  However as a result of a great suggestion by 
Reverend Hillary, the Scarecrow Trail was born!  This was taken to heart 
by a large number of villagers and clubs!  Scarecrows have been 
popping up everywhere!!! 
 

WB WI have their very own scarecrow in the shape of the suffragette, 
Mrs Emelline Pankhurst, in Chantry Grove, created by Christine and her 
lovely family.  
 

No dates have yet been set for our next meeting, however, we hope this 
should not be too far in the future.  
 

When things are back to normal, 
our craft group (Patcher) meets 
every Friday, 2-4pm, at St 
Bartholomew’s Church Hall. Learn 
something new, bring along your 
unfinished project and join us for a 
friendly afternoon chat and cup of 
tea.  Alternatively, join our village 
walking group at 9.30am on 
Monday mornings opposite the 
Village Hall in Church Road. 
 

For more information about WB 
WI, call our secretary, Sharon, 
on 01621 891631. 
 

Keep safe everyone xxx 
 

Jayne Kneale 

 

Village News 

https://www.thewi.org.uk/
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Supporting St Peter’s Church 
 

We are all finding ourselves living in difficult and challenging times, both 
physically and financially.  We too at St Peter’s Church, Great Totham are 
finding it difficult not being allowed to open our church or celebrate Easter.  
While there are no church services, coffee mornings and no Flower Festival etc, 
we appreciate that some of you would like to have the opportunity of giving to St 
Peter’s Church.  If so, here are the church’s bank details.  This could be for an 
occasional gift or, if you would like to set up a regular payment, there is a 
Standing Order form for you to fill in and send to your bank or building 
society.  Either would be very much appreciated. 
 
St Peter’s Church Donations Account  
Barclays Bank plc, Maldon Branch  Sort Code:  20-54-30 
Account Name: St Peter's Church  Account No:  30603562 
 

Stay well, everyone.   
Isobel Doubleday 

 

Church News 

Standing Order 
To the manager: 
(Name and address of your Bank or Building Society) 
 

………………………………………………………………………..………… 
……………………………………………………………………………..…… 
……………………………………………………………………………..…… 
  

I/We hereby authorise and request you to debit my/our account: 
 

Account name:   ……………………………………………………………… 
 

Account details: 
Sort Code:             Account Number:                    Amount:  
 

……………..…            ……………………………          …………..……  
 
Frequency: (yearly, quarterly, monthly or weekly):           ………………. 
 
Start Date:………………………… 
  
And credit:   
 
St Peter’s Church Donations Account, Barclay’s bank plc, Maldon Branch 
 

Sort Code: 20-54-30  Account Number: 30603562 
 

Please quote reference:  (Your name):  ……………………………………… 
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Essex County Libraries 
Summer Reading Challenge and Children’s Library 

 

Like many other council services, Essex County Council is, at the time of 
writing, preparing a phased approach to re-open libraries in line with 
government guidelines. Initially, 16 sites will re-open from Monday, 6 July 
2020, including Maldon and Witham.  Further library sites will re-open in 
tranches as they are made safe and ready, with as many as possible 
opening by mid-August.  For more information visit: 
https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/phased-re-opening-of-essex-libraries/ 
 

Due to COVID19, The Reading Agency have decided that this year’s 
Summer Reading Challenge cannot be delivered in its usual format in 
libraries. They are working to adapt this activity to be delivered in a digital 
format.  Although the volunteer application process was suspended, if 
you have already applied, you will be contacted as soon as possible.  For 
more details, visit: 

https://libraries.essex.gov.uk/news/summer-reading-challenge-
volunteering-application-update/ 
 

In the meantime, your children’s library favourites are now online, with 
popular rhyme times, story times and crafts online.  The videos feature 
library stars from across Essex.  You and your children can join in with 
the actions and sing along to much-loved songs and rhymes in rhyme 
times, enjoy sharing stories with story times, or get creative as you build 
and create with craft videos.  
 

For links to these, as 
well as children’s e-
books, learning 
resources and 
homework support, 
visit the website (also 
available on Twitter 
and Facebook): 
 

https://
libraries.essex.gov.uk/
news/your-children-s-
library-favourites-are-
now-online/ 
 

 

Village News 



44 

 

 

Village News 

News from Great Totham Primary School 
 

www.greattotham.essex.sch.uk 
 

School News 
 

We were delighted to welcome back so many of our Year R, 1 and 6 
children, as well as the children of critical key workers, at the beginning 
of June. To hear the sound of children playing and have the school filled 
with laughter and smiles again has been wonderful. However, we 
continue to miss the other children and can’t wait to see them again. 
 
Learning Fun 

 

The children in the critical key workers class are 
continuing to enjoy a range of exciting lessons, one of 
the most recent themes was the ocean. 
 

Here are some examples of the children’s fabulous under water artwork. 
 
Outdoor Classroom 
 

The building is up and the landscaping 
is nearly complete, which means our 
new outdoor classroom will soon be 
ready for the children to enjoy using. 
 

/continued on next page 

http://www.greattotham.essex.sch.uk
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Fundraising Superstar 
 

We were so proud to hear that 
Saskia, one of our Year 3 
pupils, has been busy making 
wooden plaques with 
personalised messages. She 
has currently raised £336, 
which she will be donating to 
Mid-Essex Hospitals to support 
their work. Well done Saskia! 
 
 
 
Wickham Bishops Scarecrow Week  
 

The staff enjoyed spotting the various scarecrows on their way into 
school, dotted all around our neighbouring village. It was a pleasure to 
support this event by hosting a competition to design the posters for what 
has been a successful first ever Scarecrow week. It was wonderful to see 
a scarecrow wearing a Great Totham Primary School uniform! 
 

 
Date for the Diary 
 

Friday 10th July 2020 – Summer Fete (5-8pm) 
 
Please contact the school office for further details 
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Rotas Church Flowers Church Cleaning 

5th July 
12th July 
19th July 
26th July 
2nd August 
9th August 
16th August 
23rd August 
30th August 

Sally Dingley 
Pat Eaton 
Ian Nicholson 
Mary Owers 
Melanie Scholey 
Sally Thake 
Chris Kemsley 
Daphne Taplin 
Vanessa Ellams 

- 
Mr and Mrs Stebbing 
- 
Mrs Potter and Mrs Thake 
- 
Mr and Mrs Hardy-King 
- 
Jenny Walling 
- 

Church Kitchen Cleaning July:          Philippa Hardy-King;  
                                       August:          Jenny Barclay  

Wickham Bishops Library 

 

 Monday   2pm-6pm 
Wednesday  2pm-6pm 
Saturday   9am-1pm 

  

Quiz Answers 

 

 

Village News 

Children’s Quiz  Adults’ Quiz  

1. Herbivore 
2. 1945 
3. TARDIS 
4. Heart 
5. Red and yellow 
6. 48 
7. Bear 
8. Horse chestnut 
9. Fruit 
10. Kid 

1.  Choux pastry 
2.  Garlic 
3.  Mushroom 
4.  Veal 
5.  It’s served raw 
6.  Tomato juice 
7.  Anchovy 
8.  Beef Wellington 
9.  Red wine 
10. Apple  

11. None, they are made from 
cheese 
12. Potatoes and cabbage 
13. Rice 
14. Ewe’s milk 
15. Tayberry 
16. Vermicelli 
17. Spinach 
18. Bacon 
19. Blood 
20. Basil 
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COMMUNITY  ACTIVITIES (See page 3 for church activities) 

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers www.girlguiding.org.uk 
Scouts, Cubs, Beavers at Prances    Brenda Heal          bjheal@btinternet.com  
Great Totham Cricket Club Colts  Paul Marks 07709 793958 
Nursery Group  Village Hall Tracey Bezant      07960 947931                                                                                      
Edward Bear Club (Toddler Group) St Peter's Church Sue Godsmark 891513 
Gardening Club Village Hall Fred Steptoe 891808 
W.I. GT Evening 2nd Thurs. 8pm Village Hall Sue Pulford 892063  
       GT & WB last Thurs. 2pm St.B Church Hall Di Mellor 892247 
St Peter's Lunch Club  Tues. Honywood Hall Sheila Allen 892334 
Day Centre  Weds. URC Jean Johnstone 892293 
Carpet Bowls Tue & Thur 7.30pm    Village Hall Jean Cloughton 892286 
Tollesbury Table Tennis Club    T’bury Parish Rms              Paul Freeman              862510 
     mobile 07855 204505, email: freemans21@hotmail.com            
Maldon Croquet Club Forrester Park Philippa Hardy-King 892387 
Wickham Bishops Drama Club Roger Lyons           www.wickhambishopsdrama.co.uk 
Great Totham Community Choir Colin Heaviside     heavicol@aol.com        893067 
Knit & Natter, Friday Mornings, Sandra Smith (Honywood Hall)         893153 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS: 
Honywood Hall Hire                                                      Karin Mann 891215 
St Peter’s Church Extension Hire                                 Karin Mann 891215 
Village Hall hire  Sue Pulford 892063    
URC hall hire Janet Davies 819419 
St Peter’s—Interment of Ashes and Iron Crosses         Chris Munton 891817 
Great Totham Parish Council Clerk: Clive Potter 891474 
District Councillors John Keyes  891388 
 Richard Siddall              07979 853947 / 890809 
County Councillor      Mark Durham       01245 227249       mobile: 07850 967239 
Great Totham Primary School  891091 
Maldon District Council                  854477 
Maldon Citizens Advice Bureau   875774 
Police Community Support Officer     101 
Water                                01245 491234 
Electricity                              0845 6014516 
Frank (Drugs Helpline)  (free)                             0300 1236600 
Childline Helpline for children                  0800 1111 (free) 
Maldon District Health / Wellbeing advice      emily.fallon@maldon.gov.uk 
NSPCC 24 hr helpline for children            0800 800 500 (free) 
The Samaritans       116 123 
DIAL UK (Disability Information & Advice Line)                               www.dialuk.info 
Church of England, St. Peter’s   Rev’d Sue Godsmark        891513 
Totham Barn Free Evangelical Church     Elder Bob Bell          893085 
United Reformed Church Vacant 
Wickham Bishops Church Rev’d Hilary Le Sève        892867 
Maldon Methodist Church Office  Rev’d Clifford Newman        853423 
Maldon Roman Catholic Church   Parish Priest - Fr.James Joseph           852259 
Society of Friends (Quakers)  Clerk to the meeting - Sue Smith        854056 
Salvation Army             853942 
Christian Growth Centre (CGC), Maldon Rob & Jeannie Saggs Pastors     855855 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk
http://www.wickhambishopsdrama.co.uk
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