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Church Life Matters 

June 2020 
United Benefice of Broughton Gifford, 

Great Chalfield & Holt St. Katharine 

A word from Andrew….. 
 

Thank you for the YouTube Services 
I think that many of us have been amazed that a small benefice like ours 
has been able to put a service on YouTube for each Sunday of lockdown. 
Most of us are also unaware of all the hours that it takes to process the 
film clips and put it altogether in one film in a form that can be loaded 
onto this platform. It is Ben Jarvis who masterminded this at the outset 
and has invested a massive number of hours to make sure we are still 
able to send out the good news. He is now assisted by a growing tech 
team including Ken Marshall, Mark Brown, Pete Waterman, Will Jones, 
Beth Evans and most recently Ian Firth. I want to honour them for giving 
so generously of their time and expertise. 
 

Our online services have been developing in their creativity and technical 
wizardry and are attracting a much wider audience than our usual 
congregations. Pete Greig has estimated that nearly one in four people in 
this country are currently accessing a weekly service online! We had 500 
hits for our Easter service and we are currently averaging just shy of 300 
hits. When you consider that for many of these you have more than one 
person watching, that is a very healthy number coming to church! 
I am also grateful to all those who have been prepared to share a 
testimony or video themselves reading a lesson or leading our prayers. 
Please keep the testimonies coming – as a description of how God is 
active in this Covid19 crisis, these are invaluable. All this has led me to 
ask the following question… 
 

How does God want our churches to be different when we 
emerge from lockdown? 
You might want everything to go back exactly as it was, but I’m not sure 
God does! Most of us have seen and grasped hold of good things in this 
strange season, that we would want to keep hold of when it is all over. 
We may have had a realisation of the importance of family, of time to 
reflect and enjoy God’s creation, or of the importance of investing time 
into our communities. Many of us have also realised that God wants our 
attention and we have found fulfilment in spending more time in his 
presence. 
           / …... 
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I hope that we will emerge from this with the spiritual temperature of 
our churches being hot; and we all know what the book of Revelation 
says about churches that are Lukewarm (Rev 3:16 if you’re not sure!). 
God is calling us to be churches that are:  

Prayer focussed (Join in the Zoom prayer meetings – increased 
numbers already are) 

Ready to share the gospel, with a testimony of God’s goodness 
always on our lips (Are you finding you are bolder and that 
people are more ready to listen?) 

Better at moving at the prompt of his Spirit  (This is going to take 
more personal prayer and bible study so we increasingly hear his 
voice – and a greater willingness to be obedient to each thing he 
asks us to do – no good saying ‘no’ to God because each time we 
do, it dulls our ability to hear him speak). 

More honouring of God and of each other (Honour is important and 
it is the key to God’s blessing. We honour God by whole-life 
worship. We honour fellow believers because we each have Jesus 
living in us. We honour everybody because we are all made in the 
image of God). 

 

Those are the key thoughts I would ask you to focus on and invest your 
time in. But there are other likely outcomes of this crisis we could also 
focus on – more united as a Benefice – that we might learn about God 
and come out of this as better disciples – that we might operate at a 
better pace of life – be more creative in our worship – more in touch 
with God’s creation – and our churches might be more integrated in 
their communities. 
 

Remember also that when lots of new people come into our churches at 
the end of these restrictions – they may come up to us and say, ‘I 
recognise you! You were in the services online. Your testimony made 
such an impact on me or your prayers really gave me comfort…’ And 
remember they may also expect our services to reflect something of 
what they liked about our online presence. 
 

With Every Blessing 
Andrew 

Thank you so much for your giving at this time and for continuing to support the 
work of our churches. If you need bank details for any of our churches they can be 
found on the back page of CLM. If you have thought about setting up a standing 
order, but have not yet done so, this would be a great time to take that step.  
 

The India appeal received (with gift aid) £3,571.25 Of which Haven Homes 
India  £1,341.25 and Gospel of Kingdom Assoc £1,330. There is £900 to be 
sent.   Much of this has been used to supply food and help to 650 families in the 
local area. 
 

The Christian Aid collection through the Facebook appeal and other donations 
amounted to £240 
 

St Katharine’s Online Giving 
After a few requests, we have recently been working to set up an Online 
Giving page for St K's. It is now up and running. You can access the page 
here: 
https://givealittle.co/campaigns/5398c48c-99f0-4699-9003-9199c4da905d 
 
It will be really helpful if you can share the link around and help us publicise 
the fact that it is there. We have also purchased a contactless payment 
device which will mean that we can take donations and payments quickly 
and easily. Not just using Zoom for meetings, putting together online 
services, but we're also catching up with new forms of giving as well! It is 

such a blessing to have these different ways of keeping 
in touch and supporting our church! 
We also have a QR code which can be added to any 
publicity materials. If you have a QR reader on your 
phone you can scan the code on the left and see how 
easy it is to give in this way. 
 

If you have any questions do get in touch, but why not 
take a look and see how easy the giving page is to use. 

Thanks so much for sharing this information around with others 
Lucy 

https://givealittle.co/campaigns/5398c48c-99f0-4699-9003-9199c4da905d
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News from All Saints – Great Chalfield    



 

04 News from St Mary’s – Broughton Gifford  

Technology is arriving slowly in Broughton Gifford. Most of 

us now are able to virtually attend and appreciate the 

Sunday service from St. Katharine’s, some of us join in the Wednesday 

evening prayer group by Zoom, but sadly the initial attempt to set a virtual 

Saturday Morning Prayer came to nought. We shall follow Robert Bruce’s 

advice. 

Unfortunately, the decision has been taken to follow the lead of the 

International Olympic Committee and postpone the BG Games until next 

summer, There was some discussion as to whether we might hold a 

Winter Games, but there is currently so much uncertainty as to our 

ultimate liberation from lock-down that it was felt wise to set a firm target 

for our training schedules. With the cancellation of both this and the Barn 

Dance, there will be a serious hole in the parish finances, which are 

already suffering from the absence of regular weekly offerings. 

The school has been given part of the old School House garden to enable it 

to extend its very limited parking space. Whilst this will not improve 

parking matters for the church, except on the breakfast Service Sundays, it 

should ease the frequent congestion around the school. 

For some time the church has been supporting Melksham Food Bank, but 

with no services this support had dried up. However a collection box is 

now put out each weekend outside 19 The Street and, as a result, thanks 

to the generosity of villagers, we are now taking in twice as much every 

Monday morning as we did every month. 

With the postponement of the Lambeth Conference, we are sorry that we 

will not be seeing Archbishop Ezekiel and Bishop Hassan from Sudan this 

summer. However, Archbishop Ezekiel has sent us his greetings and is 

looking forward to seeing us next year. 

News from St. Katharine’s – Holt 

Benefice prayer meetings: Tues 2nd June and Weds 17th June @ 7.30pm   Please 
join us as we meet in small groups to pray for our Benefice and the wider world at 
this time. 

Morning Prayer: Each Monday, Wednesday and Saturday @ 8.15am there is a time 
of morning prayer which includes the Old and New Testament readings for the day, 
a time of reflection together followed by prayer. 

These are all held over Zoom and you are very welcome to join. 
Please let Lucy know in the office to receive your link.  If you don't 
have Zoom, it is possible to phone in and be involved in that way.  

Storage Units:   During this lockdown period work has been 
ongoing and we can confidently say that it will all be sorted by the 
time we are next able to meet again in church. 

Dominica is doing well in containing the virus and is beginning to relax 
restrictions whilst maintaining physical distancing . Currently we have only 
had 16 cases identified and 13 have recovered and have gone home . The 

church has transferred its meetings to Zoom 
and there are benefits even though we miss 
the loud communal singing and hugs!  
The container finally arrived and the sheets 
towels and clothes and curtains are highly 
appreciated . Even though distribution takes 
longer in these circumstances. 
Can I send a prayer request? Over the 
weekend lifeline Dominica has had several 
families out of food, a domestic violence 
referral and a child sexual abuse matter 
come to us . People looking for help and 
solutions.  
Please pray for us that We can make them 

feel firstly less alone in their distress. Secondly we can try to help find the 
resources they need, and finally we can be Jesus in the situation listening, 
loving and standing firmly for what is right protecting the vulnerable and 
empowering them to take steps of courage.  

Love to all   Tina  xx 
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Being a country girl, I have always 
loved wild (or Bath) asparagus as it 
is sometimes called. This year I 
saw the first spears on 4th May 
which I thought early as I used to 
take our eldest grandson to pick it 
always on half term week end of 
May. Appearing on the verges and 
hedgerows along Leigh Road and 
the lanes around Great and Little 
Chalfield just after the bluebells 
finish flowering, it is a delight to 
forage and even better to bring to 
the table lightly steamed and topped with butter (or Benecol!) cheese sauce or 
hollandaise. If conditions are right it will be around for two to three weeks finally 
breaking into small star shaped flowers from the lower stem upwards (do not eat at 
this stage). Although it looks very pretty and I have in the past used it in natural 
flower arrangements in Church and at home. 

Lynnette Baston 

I'm normally a social girl 
I love to meet my mates 
But lately with the virus here 
We can't go out the gates. 
You see, we are the 'oldies' now 
We need to stay inside 
If they haven't seen us for a while 
They'll think we've upped and died. 
They'll never know the things we did 
Before we got this old 
There wasn't any Facebook 
So not everything was told. 
We may seem sweet old ladies 
Who would never be uncouth 
But we grew up in the 60s - 
If you only knew the truth! 
There was sex and drugs and rock 'n roll 
The pill and miniskirts 
We smoked, we drank, we partied 
And were quite outrageous flirts. 
Then we settled down, got married 
And turned into someone's mum, 
Somebody's wife, then nana, 
Who on earth did we become? 
We didn't mind the change of pace 
Because our lives were full 

But to bury us before we're dead 
Is like a red rag to a bull! 
So here you find me stuck inside 
For 4 weeks, maybe more 
I finally found myself again 
Then I had to close the door! 
It didnt really bother me 
I'd while away the hour 
I'd bake for all the family 
But I've got no flaming flour! 
Now Netflix is just wonderful 
I like a gutsy thriller 
I'm swooning over Idris 
Or some random sexy killer. 
At least I've got a stash of booze 
For when I'm being idle 
There's wine and whiskey, even gin 
If I'm feeling suicidal! 
So let's all drink to lockdown 
To recovery and health 
And hope this awful virus 
Doesn't decimate our wealth. 
We'll all get through the crisis 
And be back to join our mates 
Just hoping I'm not far too wide 
To fit through the flaming gates! 

Time For Us Girls by Pam Ayres 

Life in Lockdown 
 

I've been reading of folk isolating 
From accounts in God's wonderful Book 
It's been an interesting discovery 

I recommend you take a look 
 

In great fear Moses isolated himself 
Elijah became thoroughly depressed 
2 Emmaus walkers in deep disappointment 
And Jonah in rebelliousness. 
John was forced onto Patmos, 
Daniel used his time to pray 
The exiles in Babylon couldn't sing 
They just did not want to stay. 
 

But Moses met God in the burning bush 
Elijah encountered God's care 
Jesus himself joined the travellers 
and Jonah repented in prayer. 
John glimpsed something of heaven 
Daniel was protected from harm 
God kept His promise to the exiles 
in His time He brought them back home 
 

So how are we doing in lockdown? 

Is this isolation really so bad? 
Are we fearful, depressed, disappointed, 
feeling angry, deprived or sad? 
These people weren't perfect or patient 
or positive and prayerful throughout 
But God knew each detail about them 
and met them in all of their doubt. 
 

Let's not lock Him out of our Lock-down 
We might miss something special from Him. 
A vision, encounter, experience, prayer, 
a scripture or words of a hymn. 
Let Lock-down be changed to Look-up 
seek His presence, His purpose, His way  

Let's trust Him, His plans and His timing 
and live life to the full every day. 
 

United Benefice of 

Broughton Gifford       

Great Chalfield &           

Holt St Katharine 

Katie Jackson 

Our Benefice curate  

Starting in Benefice on 28th June 

 

This leaflet is being printed to help us  
prepare for Katie’s arrival and  

to support her as she  
begins a new journey of faith  

amongst us 
She will be licensed as a lay worker 

with us until her ordination which has 
been delayed by  the Coronavirus 

crisis until 25th September 
 

Please pick one up from the  
Church porch 
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Amidst the awfulness of the Coronavirus epidemic we have all heard of the
benefit the lockdown has had on the natural world and in this area we are so 
blessed to have been able to spend time outside enjoying the sunshine and 
natural environment around us. Maybe you have made some eco-friendly
changes in your lifestyle and many have been getting into gardening too. 
 

Here we are focusing on our Churchyard project:  PRACTICALITIES! 
 

Spring began for me with several weeks of being unwell then 
self isolation and the lockdown for us all. With many people
finding solace in their gardening I decided the seed bought in 
anticipation of creating a churchyard meadow should be given 
away. Thirty packs were taken by families at the first of the 3Rs 
Activity Stations set up outside the Coach House and a further
twenty from my home. That’s 50+ mini meadows which could 
be springing up around Holt! Being Spring sown there won’t be 

overnight results but we wait and watch in hope! 
 

Locally collected 
Bluebell and Cranesbill 

seeds are growing! 

 

 
really need lots of help  to start preparing the lower ground in the churchyard
now! ‘Many hands make light(er) work’, so please volunteer! Please contact 
me, janescheuber@gmail.com or via the Church Office. We can arrange to 
meet, I’ll explain what needs to be done and you can go along in your own 
time. 

Jane Scheuber 

Do look at A Rocha’s Eco Church web pages for more on what we can do for
God’s Creation. https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/resources 

AN A ROCHA UK PROJECT 
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Be inspired to worship 

‘Consider the lilies...(the bluebells, the cow parsley, the buttercups, the
birds, the butterflies...’) 
 

I’m struck by Jesus’s bold  directive in the Sermon on the Mount. We might 
rephrase that as: ‘Just take a look at, stop and look, take a close look at,’ It 
could almost have the feel of a command. One of the gifts we have been 
given, whilst our freedom has been curtailed during this lock- down, has 

been the open encouragement to go outside and exercise.  And 

God has given us the most 
beautiful Spring to enjoy
freely. All our villages are sur- 
rounded by open spaces, fields 
and footpaths which are part 
of our local context: this is 

where God has placed us. 
 

There has been such sadness and loss during this time, but our natural 
environment has benefitted by a decrease in pollution. I think that God,
among many other communications, has wanted us to reconnect with the 
beauty of his Creation and consider it as an inspiration to worship. Our on 
line services have been swathed in beautiful images of our natural 
environment. The spring flowers, the meadows, the bird song, the beauty
of our surroundings have been captured on line as part of our celebration 

of our wonderfully creative God. 

One of the traditions of Rogation Sunday, just before Ascension, is to walk

around the Parish, blessing the 

fields. Can we ask God to bless all 
that we see as we walk, bless those 
we meet, and bring our enjoyment 

of nature into an act of worship? 
 

Rachel Firth 

mailto:janescheuber@gmail.com
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Life in Lockdown – seeing and hearing God at work 

When the lists of Emergency contacts came 
through my letterbox I was so pleased and 
thankful. Due to my health problems I am 
considered by the NHS to be a high risk patient.  
So I thank God for the wonderful people who 
volunteered their services. I have benefited 
from having shopping brought to my door,  
even flour and dried fruit that seemed to be in 
short supply at the beginning of lockdown. 

So I have been able to make cakes which I love doing and also have made a new 
friend. I also thank God for the beautiful weather enabling my husband and I to sit in 
our front garden and chat to lots of lovely people walking by.                Christine  

George and Angela celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary in Lockdown! 

We were so looking forward to celebrating our 
60th wedding anniversary on April 30th and felt 
quite resentful of COVID for stealing the 
opportunity for family and friends to join with us. I 
was asked for a testimony and well, honestly, I felt 
like I had not got one as I have not been allowed to 
go to the supermarket or grab any unsuspecting 
passer-by and share the Gospel. However I have 
had time  to reflect and realise once again what a 
lot we have to be grateful for: for family, for 
friends, for home and familiar things, for food and 
a relatively healthy body, for memories and the 
ability to recall them, for Angela and 60 years of 
sharing our Life Together....... Thank You Lord I just 
want to say "Praise the Name of Jesus."  actually I think I will sing it................... in 
fact where's my tambourine ? " Soon and very soon we are going to see the King"   

George  

Photo credit Martin Moyes 

A huge  feature in my life is the many Carers 
who visit me in the mornings and evenings,  
they are often a source of laughter and 
encouragement.  Some I have known for 
many years and have become good friends, 
some are more recent.  All know that I am a 
Christian and "couldn't imagine life without 
knowing Him". 

Rosemary  

Photo credit  Alan Myles Tyghe  

Photo Credit AE 

This time has been a real blessing for me.  I 
know it's not been for a lot of people who 
have been ill, lost loved ones or friends or 
have had to work through all this under very 
stressful circumstances but I've felt the Lord 
has just put the brakes on my life for a bit. 
I'd let things get out of hand with work and 
it was just taking over my whole life in so 
many areas I'd not realised until recently. I 
can't remember the last time I've enjoyed 

spring as much as I have this year and it's been 
great to give the Lord the first fruits of my time. I'm so grateful for this time that I 
would not otherwise have had with the family in normal circumstances. I pray that 
as things slowly get back to normal the Lord will help me to keep him at the centre 
and appreciate the things that I've taken for granted.                Dave  

During lockdown I have been doing my Life 
Coaching - 2 folks. One is a 17yr old I have 
been seeing for over 1yr now. Since sharing 
my life with her she has got baptised and has 
had a fresh revelation of the Fathers Heart 
towards her. She still has challenges but 
sharing stuff from my journey with her has 
been a privilege to see how she has 
blossomed. Those who know her remark on 
how changed she is. She is a good responder 
to the Word for grace and truth!      Ann 

We are connecting well in Broughton 
Gifford. We are looking after each other 
and we clap for the NHS in the different 
parts of the village on Thursday evenings. I 
met Rosie and her carer recently along the 
lane behind St Mary’s. It was a beautiful 
evening and we watched the horses. This 
morning I went to Jenny’s with my folding 
chair and flask of coffee. We sat in her 
garden and mulled over things, two metres 
apart of course. 

I have been to BG cemetery a few times. It is a peaceful place to pray and there 
is a wonderful view of the church tower above the trees. It was lovely to hear 
our bell before the Sunday service. Thank you for including us. I was standing 
outside the church last Monday at 2pm, waiting for the hearse carrying 
Catherine to go by, when Alan came to record the bell. It was good to see him, if 
only briefly. Every encounter is precious.     Claire 

Photo credit  Beth Evans 

Photo credit  Andrew Evans 

Photo credit  Alan Myles Tyghe 



 

08 

Benefice Office 

The Coach House, 386a Ham Green, Holt,BA14 6PZ 

Tel: 01225 782717 

Email: united.benefice@outlook.com 

www.stkatharinesholt.org.uk 
 

Andrew Evans, Rector of Benefice 01225 782289 or  

goodevansitsandrew@gmail.com (day off Friday) 

Ruth Mecredy, Assistant Priest 01225 783197 or 

rmecredy@googlemail.com 

Helen Begley, Pioneer Minister 01225 783543 or begleyhelen4@gmail.com 

Ann Fielden, Retired Priest 01225 782509 or fieldenann@gmail.com 

Jenny Davis, Retired Priest 01225 866479 or post@jadavis.plus.com 

Anthony Matthew, Licensed Lay Minister 01225 782082 or  

anthonymatthewfcn@gmail.com 

Rachel Firth, Licensed Lay Minister 01380 871464 or 

rachel.firth@btconnect.com 

Lucy Waterman, Parish Safeguarding Representative 01225 782717 or 

united.benefice@outlook.com 

Ben Jarvis, Director of Music 

benjaminjarvis@hotmail.co.uk 
 

COVER:   VE Day by Arthur & Lynette Bastion 
 

Thank you to those who have requested bank details to set up standing 

orders. The information needed is below: 

St Katharine's PCC        Sort code: 30 98 75      A/C: 01525597 

Broughton Gifford PCC  Sort code:  40 44 33     A/C: 51168657 

PCC of Great Chalfield:  Sort code:  30 98 75     A/C: 02075099  
 

Please send content for the July edition of CLM via email  

by Monday 20h June 
 

       @stksholt                   @GatewayChristianHealing 


