
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

Please share this bulletin as far and wide as you can – thank you 
 

28th June 2020 – Third Sunday after Trinity 
 

 
View from a Vicarage 

 
Today’s View from a Vicarage is written as temperatures rise once again after a few welcome weeks of 
mixed weather and rain. I know the gardens have needed it, and our lawn has thankfully turned back 
from the yellowy brown area it had become, to a more luxurious green, although how long it will 
stay’s like this, we will have to wait and see.  
 
As we have seen the weather has been unusually kind to us during lockdown, and I keep giving thanks 
that whilst we were facing some of the most challenging times probably since the Second World War, 
we at least had the sunshine to brighten our spirits. Similarly our lives are filled with times of 
sunshine and showers, light and shade and happiness and sadness; And so as the weather turns again 
from showers to sunshine and most likely back to showers, my mind recalled the hymn “Great is thy 
Faithfulness, O God my Father”.  
 
It is a hymn often associated with the season of Harvest, as the second verse says:- 
 
“Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon and stars, in their courses above, 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love:”  
 
Singing hymns are something which many of us have really missed over the last few months and these 
beautiful words were written in 1923 by Thomas Chisholm, in a poem about God's faithfulness over 
his lifetime. Chisholm sent the song to William Runyan who was affiliated with the Moody Bible 
Institute and the Publishing Company, and Runyan then set the poem to music. It was published that 
same year and became popular among church groups, as the biblical lyrics reference Lamentations 
3:22-23. The song was subsequently exposed to wide audiences after becoming popular with Dr. 
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Willian Henry Houghton of the Moody Bible Institute, and Billy Graham, who used the song frequently 
on his international crusades. Today it is one of our most well known and loved hymns. 
This last few months have definitely been challenging for us all, and like me, I am sure that our 
emotions have at times felt like we were adrift on a sea, tossing in the currents of uncertainty and fear; 
And yet this hymn reminds us that even when everything around is unknown and changing, God’s 
faithfulness does not change. He is our ever-faithful source of compassion, mercy and love.  
 
I have found this a huge comfort, not just as we have journeyed through lockdown, but now as we 
come out of it. Because for most of us, the world around us has changed substantially; And even as 
lockdown ends and we go back to mixing once again with others, things are never going to be the 
same as they were before.  
 
This really struck me last week, when on my day off, I went to Stratford upon Avon; Not for the 
purpose of shopping, although that was tempting, but for a picnic by the river. Now for those of you 
who know me, you will know that I worked in Stratford for nearly 25 years before I came into 
ordained ministry, and as such, I know the town pretty well. However, what I found when I arrived, 
were roads which were closed off, single file and one-way traffic and widened pedestrian walkways 
that flowed into what used to be the main road. This is a sight which is becoming common now in our 
towns and cities, but in walking through Stratford’s streets, it certainly did not feel like the friendly 
town I have always loved; Instead it felt alien and uncomfortable. What made it worse, were the 
efforts people made to avoid me and who kept avoiding eye contact, clearly not wanting to socially 
engage with me. I found this all so sad and emotionally isolating, so much so that not only did I not 
enjoy the experience, but I wanted to leave as quickly as I could.  
 
The above hymn speaks of God being a “dear presence to cheer and to guide; strength for today and 
bright hope for tomorrow”. Given my experience in Stratford, I have found these words deeply 
comforting, as I contemplate how we will start to reengage with the new rhythms and patterns of life 
which we are now going to have to get used to, as we come out of lockdown. For the changes we will 
all be facing, are ones which may cause us to be fearful, uncertain and even scared of turning to this 
new way of living. Yet as we reflect on the words in this hymn, we see that in all these unknown times 
of re-orientation and re-engagement, God’s love and faithfulness will not change, his strength will 
uphold us, and his continuing peace will support us, whatever the future holds.  
 
This last week, the Bishops Council and Diocesan Synod have met to discuss some of the larger issues 
facing our Diocese, and within these meetings, issues such as the financial deficit within the Worcester 
Diocese and the implications this will have on ministry and mission will be debated. Given the 
complexity and impact such decisions will have on all of us, I do encourage you to pray for all the 
members of clergy and laity who sit on these groups as they consider these important subjects, and 
ask that God’s holy wisdom and discernment will guide all their decision making in the months ahead.  
 
On 28th June I personally will be celebrating a special anniversary, as it will be 5 years since my 
ordination as Deacon; And next weekend (4, 5 July) would have seen this years’ group of Deacons and 
Priests being ordained at the Cathedral. Sadly, like so many special celebrations it will not be taking 
place, but even so I encourage you to pray particularly this week for those who would have been 
ordained next weekend, and whose ordinations will now be taking place in September, and that as we 
start to emerge from this terrible pandemic, people will continue to respond to God’s call to come 
forward for ordained ministry and to offer their lives to God in this way.  
 
Many of you will have heard the announcement this week that with effect from the 4th July, it will be 
possible for services of public worship and events such as weddings to resume within our churches. 
However, in spite of all our hopes for this to happen in the churches across the Hill, there is much to 
consider before this can take place; And so in the coming days both myself and the churchwardens 
will be looking at how we might we might work towards this in some of our church buildings, and I 
will keep everyone updated on this as soon as possible. In the meantime, our Holy Communion service 



this week will include an Epistle reading from David Marsh of Teddington, Intercessions led by 
Reverend Christopher Frith and we are particularly delighted and grateful to Bishop Martin of Dudley, 
who has provided the Reflection. We do thank them all for their contributions and for their agreeing 
to do this for us. 
 
Therefore as we embark on a new week, let us go forward in the knowledge that God is faithful, and 
his mercy, truth and love go with us wherever we are and in whatever we do; And so let us seek to 
share the love and peace of Christ with all whom we encounter and care for in the days ahead. God 
bless you all! 

Allison 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the churches of the 

Bredon Hill Group 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Principal service based on Holy Communion for the Third Sunday after Trinity 

Sunday 28th June 2020 
 

Collect 
Almighty God, 
you have broken the tyranny of sin 
and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts 
whereby we call you Father: 
give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, 
that we and all creation may be brought 
to the glorious liberty of the children of God; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
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one God, now and for ever.  
Amen 
 

Reading: Romans 6: 12-end   

Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their 
passions.  No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your 
members to God as instruments of righteousness.  For sin will have no dominion over you, 
since you are not under law but under grace. What then? Should we sin because we are not 
under law but under grace? By no means!  Do you not know that if you present yourselves 
to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which 
leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that 
you, having once been slaves of sin, have become obedient from the heart to the form of 
teaching to which you were entrusted,  and that you, having been set free from sin, have 
become slaves of righteousness.  I am speaking in human terms because of your natural 
limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to 
greater and greater iniquity, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness for 
sanctification. When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.  So 
what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end 
of those things is death.  But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, 
the advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life.  For the wages of sin is death, 
but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Reading: Psalm 13 

How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? 
    How long will you hide your face from me? 
How long must I bear pain in my soul, 
    and have sorrow in my heart all day long? 
How long shall my enemy be exalted over me? 

 Consider and answer me, O LORD my God! 
    Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep the sleep of death, 
 and my enemy will say, “I have prevailed”; 
    my foes will rejoice because I am shaken. 

 But I trusted in your steadfast love; 
    my heart shall rejoice in your salvation. 
 I will sing to the LORD, 
    because he has dealt bountifully with me. 

 

Reading: Matthew 10: 40-end 
Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who 
sent me.  Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s 
reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will 



receive the reward of the righteous;  and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of 
these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their 
reward.” 
Post Communion Prayer 
O God, whose beauty is beyond our imagining 
and whose power we cannot comprehend: 
show us your glory as far as we can grasp it, 
and shield us from knowing more than we can bear 
until we may look upon you without fear; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen 

 
Reflection for the Third Sunday after Trinity 2020 

Sunday 28th June by Bishop Martin of Dudley 

In the name of the Living God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

Jesus said, ‘Whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones, will not 
lose their reward.’  

It’s good to be with you here in Bredon, and to share in worship with the Christian 
people and the group of churches that live around this ancient hill. I’m grateful to 
Allison Davies for her kind invitation to preach today, and even more grateful to her, 
the Wardens and PCC for allowing me to live here and for welcoming me so warmly.  

My wife, Katharine is Lead Teacher for the Visually Impaired Oxfordshire, and doing 
most of that from home at the moment. Our daughter Anna has just finished university 
and is home with us now. We also have Lydia who is a teacher in central London and a 
son Sam who is currently living in Chicago.  
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I am the Bishop of Dudley, but I work alongside Bishop John in the whole of the Diocese 
of Worcester. We seek to serve the people and parishes of this great diocese, rural and 
urban, rich and poor. Bishop John connects more with the Mayor and Council in 
Worcester, while I have more to do with the Mayor and Council in Dudley, where 40% 
of our population live. It’s an area of significant deprivation and has already suffered 
much from Covid-19. There will be many challenges still to come for them and for all of 
us.  

The immediate challenge that I faced at the end of March was that I had nowhere to 
live! The Diocese were already facing many financial challenges as you may know, as 
appointments were frozen and cuts were made. They had decided to sell the old Bishop 
of Dudley’s house and to buy one more suitable and sustainable for the future and I was 
fully supportive of this. But the one they were buying for us in Stourbridge fell through, 
and then the Covid crisis brought a potential cash crisis and no new purchase would be 
possible for some time to come. My family and I had to move from Oxford, as a new 
Archdeacon needed our house. And so we were enormously grateful to be offered the 
house in Bredon and to be welcomed so warmly. Moving house is part and parcel of 
clergy life, but it’s never easy I find. Leaving friends and neighbours and familiar 
surroundings behind seem to get harder as I get older, but churchwarden Peter 
Whitehead did so much to prepare the house for us, and I’m most grateful to him. We 
then arrived to find cards and gifts appearing from many other villagers and church 
people, including freshly baked bread and eggs to enjoy for our first breakfast! These 
last few months have been hard for everyone in different ways, but the kindness you 
have shown to us here has been exceptional.  

Jesus said in today’s gospel from Matthew 10, ‘Whoever gives even a cup of cold water 
to one of these little ones, will not lose their reward.’  

In Matthew 25 Jesus says, ‘Whenever you do something for the least of my sisters or 
brothers, you do it for me.’  

Christianity is not first and foremost a philosophy, it is a way of life. We are called to 
love God and to love our neighbour as ourselves, and the two are interchangeable. We 
can’t say we love God, and ignore the practical needs of our neighbours. And in serving 
the needs of our neighbours in the most practical of ways, we find that we have been 
serving Jesus himself, and we are blessed a thousand times through that. I know you 
have worked so hard as church communities to care for one another, the needy and the 
vulnerable during lockdown. We don’t do that in order to earn a reward from Jesus. Our 
reward comes simply from doing his will, as a response to his free love poured out for 
us on the cross and given to us each day. As it says in Romans, our kindness and service 
to one another flows from ‘the free gift of God’ the free gift of God that ‘is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.’ Eternal life with Jesus is our true home, in this life and the next.  

So Thank you! We are very happy to be here. Although I will have responsibilities 
across the diocese, my wife and I look forward to being part of Bredon Hill group of 
churches, and I look forward to visiting all of them as soon as that becomes possible.  



Until then, may the Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon 
you and give you his peace. Now and always. Amen 

 
 

Intercessions for the Third Sunday after Trinity by Reverend Christopher Frith 
 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father.  
 
Dear Heavenly Father, almighty, everlasting God,  
we praise and thank you for Your gifts of life and health;  
for Your generosity and love  
for Your power and Your glory.  
With You all things are possible - and we praise You.  
 
Lord, hear us  
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
The world continues to be confronted by Covid 19.  We pray to be delivered from this 
pestilence.  Lord, please help and inspire all engaged in scientific research; may a 
vaccine be found soon.  
 
Help and inspire all governments seeking to balance care and protection  
of citizens with economic pressures.  
 
Help and inspire all health workers, many of whom are near exhaustion.  
Be very present with all who are seriously ill. May Your healing power  
be revealed.  
 
Please bring Your comfort and inner strength to the thousands who  
have been bereaved. Underneath are the everlasting arms.  
 
Lord, hear us  
Lord, graciously hear us.  
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Father, we pray that we, the human race, may learn many lessons from this lockdown 
experience. May the environment, in particular, gain permanently from a time of 
cleaner air and bluer skies. May the environment be a major priority for governments.  
 
Lord, hear us  
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
Thank you, Father, for all our beautiful villages. We are so privileged to live here. Thank 
you for such glorious weather, during the lockdown. Please help us all to be the best 
neighbours and friends that we can be  
 
Lord, hear us  
Lord, graciously hear us.  
 
Dear Father, please protect all our churches. May it not be long before we can meet 
again physically. Thank you for giving us both Allison Davies to bring us Your Word and 
Alison Khan to administer. Please strengthen and bless them both.  
 
Day by day, dear Lord, may we see You more clearly, love You more dearly and follow 
You more nearly, day by day.  
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers in the name of Your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
 
Prayers written by Rev. Christopher Frith  
 
 

 
 

Please pray for the ill and isolated, hospital and medical research staff, all those working on 
the frontline and those who have died. We pray for all whose anniversary of death falls at 
this time and for all who have been bereaved. 
 
Those on the frontline: Alison Herbert a nurse who has been working with the DART 
(Disaster and Relief Team) and the Mercy Ships in Italy 
Those who are sick: David Hardy 
Those in residential care: Barbara Milton 
Those who have died and their families: Jon Doney, Barbara Howell, John Bennett, Charles 
Bigland-Gibbons, John Bolton, Arthur Ore, Joan Green 
 

 

 



 
Church and Village News 

 

As our churches begin to open and events are planned it would be useful to keep everyone informed.  
If you have any details that you would like to share within the Bulletin, please email us at  
eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com  
 
The Bredon Hill Group Forum 
The second meeting of the Bredon Hill Forum was held on the 17th June via Zoom with representatives from all four 

Benefices dialling in. 

The Forum was very pleased to welcome Bishop Martin for the beginning of the meeting. He expressed his thanks to 

all of those who had helped him and family make the move into Bredon Rectory.  This would be his first experience 

of rural ministry and he was looking forward to being a part of the community. 

Participants were able to give an update on how the preparation for opening up for private prayer was proceeding in 

each church. Most of the churches were planning to open at least one day a week by the end of June. 

Planning for opening up for funerals, weddings and public worship would require more planning to ensure that social 

distancing rules were complied with. It was agreed that there would be a lot of learning over the next few weeks and 

people sharing ideas and suggestions around the group would be welcomed. 

The Forum also discussed the timescales for the reinstatement of other church and community events.  Questions 

were raised about the return of Bell Ringers to our churches which would need careful consideration. 

The meeting also discussed the importance of ALMs to the Group going forward and how anyone who was 

interested in registering or being re-registered was to be encouraged. 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st July at 7pm. 

 
 

 
 

Opening the church at Eckington 
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Bredon Hill Group Schedule of Opening for Private Prayer 
 

Beckford with Overbury, Ashton under Hill, Alstone and Teddington 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

St John the 

Baptist, Beckford 

07/07/2020 Tuesday 

Friday 

10.00am-12.00pm 

2.00pm-4.00pm 

St Faith’s, 

Overbury 

16/06/2020 Tuesday 

Thursday 

Saturday 

9.30am-12.00pm 

2.00pm-4.00pm 

10.00am-12.00pm 

St Barbara’s 

Ashton Under Hill 

19/06/2020 Friday 

Tuesday 

Sunday 

10-00am-5.00pm 

10.00am-5.00pm 

10.00am-5.00pm 

St Margaret’s, 

Alstone 

24/06/2020 Wednesday 

and on 

request 

10.00am-4.00pm 

St Nicholas’, 

Teddington 

17/06/2020 Daily 10.00am-4.00pm 

 

Eckington with Defford cum Besford 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

Holy Trinity, 

Eckington 

24/06/2020 Wednesday 

Friday 

10.00am-3.00pm 

10.00am-3.00pm 

St James’, 

Defford 

Working towards 

it 

  

St Peter’s 

Chapelry, Besford 

15/06/2020 Monday and 

when required 

 

 

Elmley Castle with Bricklehampton and the Combertons 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

St Mary’s, 

Elmley Castle 

18/06/2020 Thursday 

Sunday 

10.00am-12.00pm 

12.00pm-4.00pm 

St Peter’s, Little 

Comberton 

05/07/2020 Saturday 9.00am-4.00pm 

 

St Michael’s, 

Bricklehampton 

29/06/2020 Monday 

 

9.00am-4.00pm 

 

St Michael’s 

Great Comberton 

Unable to open 

currently due to 

work on the 

tower roof until 

mid July 

  

 

Bredon with Bredon’s Norton 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

St Giles’, Bredon 18/06/2020 Thursday 10.00am-1200pn 

Chapel of Ease, 

Bredon’s Norton 

28/06/2020  Sunday 

 

10.00am-12.00pm 

 

 



News from the Diocese 

Prayers and diocesan news can be found at www.cofe-worcester.org.uk 
 

                                 
 

                                                      

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/children-family-worship-at-home


 

 
 



 
 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the Bredon Hill Group of Churches 

Tel: 01386 750203 
Email: eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com 


