
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

Please share this bulletin as far and wide as you can – thank you 
 

21st June 2020 – Second Sunday after Trinity 
 

 
View from a Vicarage 

 

Hello and it is good to welcome you to the Bredon Hill Bulletin, the publication intended to bring 
people together, whilst our church congregations can’t worship physically together, but who are 
linked through using the worship resources we publish here. If this is your first time of reading it, I 
hope you enjoy the publication. However, firstly Happy Fathers’ Day on Sunday to all male members 
of our communities – I hope you are managing to celebrate this special day, even in these strange 
times. 
 
This week’s edition celebrates the fact we have, at last, started to reopen some of our churches around 
the Hill. As many will appreciate this process is complex, and it has, and is, taking a lot of time and 
hard work from many of the churchwardens and other volunteers, who have agreed to make sure our 
churches are safe and clean, so that people can come in and use them for personal prayer and 
reflection. Their efforts have highlighted once again, the wonderful work that is done by so many 
people to keep our churches active, and although many of these people are unseen or unknown, I 
would like to formally thank them for all that they have done during this Lockdown, and continue to 
do, to support the work of our churches. 
 
With the easing of the Lockdown measures, I have also this week been able to start to visit some of our 
villages once again, and whilst socially distancing, meet some members of our congregations. My first 
visit outside Eckington, was to the Elmley Castle village market, which normally takes place in the 
Village Hall, but which reopened last week outside the Village Hall. There, it was lovely to see several 
familiar faces, as I made my way around the one-way system of stalls, and one stall, which 
unsurprisingly caught my attention, was the St. Mary’s cake stall! After purchasing a delicious ginger 
and lemon tea cake made by Mary Mackenzie, I was delighted to be told that by the end of the 
morning, they had completely sold out of cakes and raised a much needed £122.50 for their Church 
funds. Well done St. Mary’s! 

 



 
I have also this week taken the opportunity to say Morning Prayer in another church outside 
Eckington, to celebrate the reopening of some of our churches; So Tuesday saw me entering, for the 
first time in 13 weeks, St. Faith’s in Overbury. It was so lovely to be able to pray once again in that 
beautiful church, and to then go and meet a few of the villagers from Overbury outside in the 
sunshine. The village of Overbury, like many others, have really missed not having their church open, 
and so it was a great joy to be able to enter it for private prayer, and we look forward to the time we 
can share in worship there. Well done St. Faiths! 
 
Next, I travelled to Beckford, where I enjoyed a different prayer time at St. John the Baptist, by praying 
quietly in the churchyard. It was not lost on me that on June 24th, we commemorate within the 
Churches Year, the birth of John the Baptist; And so it seemed appropriate to give thanks for the life of 
the greatest prophet, who baptized the One on whose sandals he thought he was unworthy to untie, 
and who preached a gospel of repentance before being beheaded by King Herod. David Carvill, who 
accompanied me, then took me to the homes of Laurence and Jessie Alexander and Anne Clarke, and it 
was here, as David will testify, that sadly the heavens’ opened and we became quickly drenched by the 
torrential rain. However, nothing would deter us from our visits, and so it was a very bedraggled vicar 
and David, who then made their way round to visit several other members of the congregation, 
including Jonathan and Pam Grice, where we took shelter in their garage. So, thank you David for your 
escort around the village, and most especially thank you for your umbrella!    

 

 
 
Each of these visits were special in their own way, and it has been good to hear how each village has 
helped their church communities to remain connected. Some have shared this Bulletin with people in 
the village or further afield, others have listened to recorded or live stream services, whilst others 
have taken the opportunity to share in Zoom services. One such example is the Compline service now 
taking place at 7.00pm on a Thursday evening led by people from the Elmley Castle congregation. This 
service has enabled that face to face and interactive contact which we all seek in worship, and which is 
not as easy to replicate, even in the Holy Communion recorded service I do on Sunday, and I know it 
has been very much appreciated by the people taking part. 
 
This struck me even more this week, when last Sunday, a few of us were privileged to be invited to 
share in a Zoom evening service, held by the Woodfield Parish in Leicester, where Rev. Rick Tett, has 
gone to be an incumbent in that ministry Team. The service was intended to welcome Rick and to give 
him the opportunity to meet some of the people he will be ministering to in the future, as his Licensing 
had taken place at more or less the same time as Lockdown had started. The service was based on St. 
Barnabus, who was known for his encouragement to others in their Christian faith journey; And for 
those of us who attended (and I apologise it was not possible to extend this invitation further, but I 
received the invitation very late in the day) it was an encouragement to see Rick looking so well and 
to know he is now safely settled into his new home. For Rick, it was surely encouraging, to know there 
were over 60 people taking part in this service, all welcoming him and celebrating his arrival. We wish 



Rick God’s blessing on all he does in the future and pray that he and Debs will be very happy in their 
new home and parish.  
 
It was lovely to see how Rick’s new parishes have adjusted their Sunday worship into this new 
gathering online - enjoying prayer and singing together, participating in biblical teaching and ending 
with a time of fellowship with each other; And having witnessed such collective and spiritual worship 
in action, it has made me reflect on whether it is now time for us to consider how we might try 
something different in our worship as a group of churches. Whether this be through a collective Zoom 
service or something else, maybe now is the time to start to reimagine alternative ways to worship 
together.  
 
I hope to start to visit other villages each week and to get out and meet as many of you as I can. 
Meanwhile, I will continue to share the service of Holy Communion each Sunday, and my thanks this 
week, go once again to Peter Whitehead from Bredon, who has kindly agreed to provide the Epistle 
reading. 
  
And so as we approach the week ahead, I would like to offer you three verses which I shared with Rick 
by means of encouragement, and which have served me well when things in life have been 
challenging:- 
 
Philippians 4: 13 “I can do all things through him who strengthens me” 
 
Jeremiah 29: 11 “For I know the plans I have for you declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for 
evil, to give you a future and a hope” 
 
Mark 11: 24 “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it 
will be yours” 
 
May you all be encouraged this week to go out and share the love and peace of Christ, because through 
Him, all things are possible. God bless you all! 

 
Allison 

Reverend Allison Davies 
Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the churches of the 

Bredon Hill Group 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Principal service based on Holy Communion for the Second Sunday after Trinity 

Sunday 21st June 2020 
 

Collect 
Lord, you have taught us 
that all our doings without love are nothing worth: 
send your Holy Spirit 
and pour into our hearts that most excellent gift of love, 
the true bond of peace and of all virtues, 
without which whoever lives is counted dead before you. 
Grant this for your only Son Jesus Christ's sake, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen 
 

Reading: Romans 6: 1b-11 
What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We are those 
who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  We were therefore buried with him through baptism into 
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 
live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with 
him in a resurrection like his.  For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled 
by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin, because anyone who has died 
has been set free from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  For we 
know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over 
him.  The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way, 
count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Reading: Psalm 86: 1-10, 16-end 

Hear me, LORD, and answer me, 
    for I am poor and needy. 
 Guard my life, for I am faithful to you; 
    save your servant who trusts in you. 
You are my God;  have mercy on me, Lord, 
    for I call to you all day long. 
 Bring joy to your servant, Lord, 
    for I put my trust in you. 
 
You, Lord, are forgiving and good, 
    abounding in love to all who call to you. 
 Hear my prayer, LORD; 

 



    listen to my cry for mercy. 
 When I am in distress, I call to you, 
    because you answer me. 
 
Among the gods there is none like you, Lord; 
    no deeds can compare with yours. 
 All the nations you have made 
    will come and worship before you, Lord; 
    they will bring glory to your name. 
 For you are great and do marvellous deeds; 
    you alone are God. 
Turn to me and have mercy on me; 
    show your strength in behalf of your servant; 
save me, because I serve you 
    just as my mother did. 
 Give me a sign of your goodness, 
    that my enemies may see it and be put to shame, 
    for you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me. 
 
Reading: Matthew 10: 24-39 
The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master.  It is enough for students to be like 
their teachers, and servants like their masters. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how 
much more the members of his household! “So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed 
that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known.  What I tell you in the dark, speak in the 
daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs.  Do not be afraid of those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.  Are 
not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s 
care. And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than 
many sparrows.  “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in 
heaven.  But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven.  “Do not 
suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.  For I 
have come to turn “‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law— a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.” Anyone who loves their 
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me.  Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me.  Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.” 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Loving Father, 
we thank you for feeding us at the supper of  
your Son: 
Sustain us with your spirit, 
that we may serve you here on earth 
until our joy is complete in heaven, 
and we share in the eternal banquet 
with Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen 
 
 



 
Reflection for the Second Sunday after Trinity 2020 

Sunday 21st June  
 

Everyone likes to feel special! Sometimes we get this feeling when someone gives us a gift, 
maybe pays us a compliment or when we are appreciated for what we do, and they say 
thank you and well done. However, if my husband, who hopefully does love and appreciate 
me, was to say, “you are worth more than many sparrows,” I’m not sure how I would feel 
about that! 

Our gospel today talks about the value of the people God calls His children; And as much 
beloved children, we are more special to Him than anything else which God has created.  

Now I love birds, as I am sure do many of you, and since moving to Eckington, it has been a 
delight to have so many different species of birds feeding and nesting around the vicarage 
garden; And amongst the robins, wrens, chaffinches and blue and grey tits, there are 
sparrows.  

Now sparrows are perhaps not the most beautiful of birds, but they are fairly common as 
they are found in most parts of the world. These small birds, which vary in colour from pale 
brown and grey in the females to bright black, white with brown markings in the males, 
tend not to move more than a few kilometres during their lifetime, and in spite of being so 
widespread and small, they are obviously important to God being referenced several times 
in the bible.  

God’s intimate knowledge of each and every sparrow, however, is held as nothing 
compared to the value He places on His children. This was proved through the sacrificial 
giving of His Son, in order to bring humanity back into a relationship with Him, when sin 
caused the breakdown in relations between Him and His people; And given this depth of 
care, we now live in the knowledge that we may never need fear personal threats or 
difficult trials again, because God’s love can never be shaken nor His Holy Spirit dislodged 
from within us.  

This, however, does not mean God will take away all troubles from our lives, or that we will 
be freed from having to suffer trials and temptations.  

No! In fact quite the opposite, and we are told that we will certainly not be sheltered from 
“the darkest valley”; And, if the last few months have shown us anything, it is that trials, 
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illness and disease affects everyone, regardless of age, background, race or religion. For no 
one is immune, even if statistics are now demonstrating that certain groups in society, such 
as the elderly and ethnic minority groups, have been more adversely affected than others.   

Jesus says that when we are faced with such sorrow and suffering, we should not be afraid, 
because we are worth more than sparrows and God’s presence is with us in the midst of 
such experiences.  

Consequently, in these times of adversity, what should stand out in terms of our human 
value, is how we hold up to the wear and tear of everyday life and how we for stand up for 
Christ, in spite of the trials and tribulations. For our calling, even in times of challenge, is to 
proclaim Christ as King, Lord and Messiah, and to nail our colours to the mast, by declaring 
our faith to others. 

This has been particularly difficult to do over the last few months when we have not been 
able to come together as united followers of Jesus because our church buildings have been 
closed for public worship and we have been prevented from meeting up with others in our 
usual family and friendship groups. However, even in these circumstances, many of us have 
sought alternative expressions of meeting together, such as through Zoom and live 
streaming of services, and we have been able to witness that people have not lost hope or 
faith; Instead people have taken up their cross to follow Jesus. Sometimes this has been 
through acts of supporting the NHS by making face masks or surgical tunics, for others, it 
has been in the task of shopping for neighbours who were shielding, for others it has been 
trying to stay connected with members of the congregations through telephone calls to see 
how they are coping.  

Some people however would argue that these actions are just those which many people 
would naturally carry out as part of their common public service, and because as humanity, 
we are taught to care for others in our society, particularly those who are vulnerable. 
However, what distinguishes Christian people from others, is that they are prepared to 
publicly identify their lives with Christ, and are prepared to acknowledge that just as Jesus 
took up his cross, we also are willing to take up our cross to follow Jesus, wherever this may 
take us.  

Sometimes this journey may mean challenging friends or family in their ideas and thinking, 
and Jesus recognises that sometimes taking up a cross to follow Him, means journeying 
through conflict and disturbance. However, we should not shy away from this. For following 
Jesus demands us to have a different set of morals, values, goals and purposes to those of 
the world, and living these out, is all part of the decision of being one of Jesus’ disciples in 
the world today.  

We therefore are called to live out Kingdom values and not earthly ones; And as such the 
best way to enjoy life, is to loosen our grasp on those things which the earth sees as 
important - leisure, power, popularity and financial security, and instead, to seek life in all 
its fulness, by taking up the cross of Christ.  

Therefore, when you next look at a sparrow, remember just how much you are loved by 
God, and remember, that when challenging things happen in life, that we do not need to be 
afraid. Instead, we should just pick up our cross and place all our worries and concerns into 



the hands of Jesus. For there we will find that ultimate sense of peace and assurance and 
an understanding that there is nothing which is impossible for God or which God cannot 
handle, now or in the future. Because to die to our self-ambitions and fears, is to live a life 
where Jesus is freed to live within us. 

This week, may we all find a new life in Christ, and a new hope for the future.  Amen. 

 
 
 

 
 

Intercessions for the Second Sunday after Trinity 

Loving God be in our midst as we pray for our world, for our church, and for ourselves.  

Blessed are you, Lord our God, for you created this world out of your goodness and pour out your love 
upon it. All things are precious in your sight and all people are valued. We pray now for all nations, as 
we remember those places where creation has become fractured and broken, either through wars, 
conflicts, natural disasters or environmental damage, and we remember the fragility of your world as 
we journey through this current pandemic. We pray for all who have suffered, and are suffering, as a 
result of such adversities and we ask you to bless particularly those who through poverty, see no hope 
of escape from their current plight.  

We remember the impact which injustice, oppression and social discrimination creates in societies, 
and we pray that through the outpouring of your Holy Spirit across the world, there will be a genuine 
desire for the building up of equality and social justice, such that all people may live together in 
freedom and mutual unity  

Lord in your mercy  
Hear our prayer  

God, our Protection and Strength, we pray for the safety and protection of all people, and we ask for 
your blessing on all who lead and sit in positions of authority. For in these times, where the pandemic 
has affected the lives of so many, we pray that leaders will be given wisdom and clear insight as they 
guide their countries through these difficult and uncertain times.  

We pray especially for our Queen, for the government and for all in who hold civic roles in our local 
county and parish councils; And we ask that they remember that they have no authority or wisdom 



save that which comes from you. Bless all who work in our public sector organisations as they seek to 
make crucial decisions for key local services amidst increasing financial constraints  

Lord in your mercy  
Hear our prayer  

God of Truth and Mercy, we give thanks for your worldwide Church, and we ask for your blessing on 
those churches to which we belong. As we start to reopen many of our church buildings for personal 
prayer, we give thanks for the faithful saints who built them and who have shared and given witness 
to your Good News down through the ages. Now as we once again pray within our churches, give 
protection and safety to all who enter them and we ask that You hear the prayers of all who enter your 
house.  

We pray especially for our churches in the Diocese of Worcester and particularly those in the area of 
Bredon Hill. We give thanks for our Bishops, John of Worcester, Martin of Dudley, for Archdeacons 
Robert and Nicki, for the Evesham deanery and Rural Dean, Richard Thorniley and for their Lay Chair, 
Liz Booth; And in the wider Anglican Church, we pray for the Church of Nigeria and their Archbishop, 
and in Europe, for the Dioceses of Visby in Sweden and Copenhagen in Denmark. Bless and inspire 
their bishops and send your Holy Spirit on all who worship and who give witness to your Good News 
in those communities.  

Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer  

God of Love and Compassion, as we remember the love and care that you have for all people, we pray 
for those who lives are challenging, especially in the current circumstances. We pray for the homeless, 
the abused, the lonely and the distressed, those suffering from addiction and those facing 
unemployment and uncertain futures. Grant them a sense of hope and confidence that with you all 
things are possible, and that you hold their lives in your loving and perfect hands.  

Bless all those lives are endangered at this time, and for those who have been involved in accidents or 
acts of violence. We particularly pray for those affected by the recent protests in our cities and ask 
that you help us always to trust in your perfect love and care.  

Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer  

God the Healer, we bring before you all those known to us who are sick and suffering either in body, 
mind or soul. We remember those suffering from the Corona virus, and give thanks for all medical 
staff and practitioners who seek to heal those in their care; We especially give thanks this week for the 
new potential drug which might help make well those suffering from the most serious effects of the 
virus. Lord as we remember those who suffer at this present time, we pray that you will instil in them 
that sense of healing and strength, such that they may know your comfort and peace  

Lord, in your mercy,  
Hear our prayer  

God of Compassion, you care for us in life and in death, and you offer us life eternal. We remember 
now all those known to us who have died recently and those facing the end of their life on earth and 
we ask that you to give them your joy and peace. We pray for those who are recently bereaved and 
those whose grief continues, even after many years. Bless O Lord all your saints who have gone before 
and may we, one day, share with them the fullness of your glory  

Lord, in your mercy,  



Hear our prayer  

Loving God, we commend ourselves, our families, our friends and all for whom we pray to your tender 
love and mercy. Make us people not of complacency or fear, but people who are filled with the power 
of the Holy Spirit; Such that we seek always to point others towards You, seeking always to witness to 
the truth of Your Good News, now and for ever.  

Merciful Father,  
accept these prayers  
 

Please pray for the ill and isolated, hospital and medical research staff, all those working on 
the frontline and those who have died. We pray for all whose anniversary of death falls at 
this time and for all who have been bereaved. 
 
Those on the frontline: Alison Herbert a nurse who has been working with the DART 
(Disaster and Relief Team) and the Mercy Ships in Italy 
Those who are sick: David Hardy, Joan Green 
Those in residential care: Barbara Milton 
Those who have died and their families: Jon Doney, Barbara Howell, John Bennett, Charles 
Bigland-Gibbons, John Bolton 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Monday 22 June is Windrush Day: Parishes are encouraged to take part in a 
two-minute silence for lament at 11am, remembering the suffering of the 

Windrush Generation, and praying for a better, fairer world. 
 

 

 



 
Church and Village News 

 

As our churches begin to open and events are planned it would be useful to keep everyone informed.  
If you have any details that you would like to share within the Bulletin, please email us at  
eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com  
 

 
 

Opening the church at Overbury 

 

 
 
 

Bredon Hill Group Schedule of Opening for Private Prayer 

 

Beckford with Overbury, Ashton under Hill, Alstone and Teddington 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

St John the 

Baptist, Beckford 

07/07/2020 Tuesday 

Friday 

10.00am-12.00pm 

2.00pm-4.00pm 

mailto:eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com


St Faith’s, 

Overbury 

16/06/2020 Tuesday 

Thursday 

Saturday 

9.30am-12.00pm 

2.00pm-4.00pm 

10.00am-12.00pm 

St Barbara’s 

Ashton Under Hill 

19/06/2020 Friday 

Tuesday 

Sunday 

10-00am-5.00pm 

10.00am-5.00pm 

10.00am-5.00pm 

St Margaret’s, 

Alstone 

24/06/2020 Wednesday 

and on 

request 

10.00am-4.00pm 

St Nicholas’, 

Teddington 

17/06/2020 Daily 10.00am-4.00pm 

 

 

 

Eckington with Defford cum Besford 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

Holy Trinity, 

Eckington 

24/06/2020 Wednesday 

Friday 

10.00am-3.00pm 

10.00am-3.00pm 

St James’, 

Defford 

Working towards 

it 

  

St Peter’s 

Chapelry, Besford 

15/06/2020 Monday and 

when required 

 

 

Elmley Castle with Bricklehampton and the Combertons 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

St Mary’s, 

Elmley Castle 

18/06/2020 Thursday 

Sunday 

10.00am-12.00pm 

12.00pm-4.00pm 

St Peter’s, Little 

Comberton 

05/07/2020 Saturday 9.00am-4.00pm 

 

St Michael’s, 

Bricklehampton 

29/06/2020 Monday 

 

9.00am-4.00pm 

 

St Michael’s 

Great Comberton 

Unable to open 

currently due to 

work on the 

tower roof until 

mid July 

  

 

Bredon with Bredon’s Norton 

Church Opening Date Days Open Hours of Opening 

St Giles’, Bredon 18/06/2020 Thursday 10.00am-1200pn 

Chapel of Ease, 

Bredon’s Norton 

Unable to open 

currently due to 

shielding and 

vulnerable key 

officers. Earliest 

likely date 

Once opened: 

Sunday 

Then if demand 

also 

Wednesday 

 

10.00am-3.00pm 

 

10.00am-3.00pm 



28/06/2020  

 

News from the Diocese 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

Prayers and diocesan news can be found at www.cofe-worcester.org.uk 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/daily-hope-phone-line
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/mental-health-resources/supporting-good-mental-health/supporting-good-mental-health
https://www.cofe-worcester.org.uk/children-family-worship-at-home


 

  
 



 

 
Reverend Allison Davies 

Vicar of Eckington, Defford with Besford and Associate Priest for the Bredon Hill Group of Churches 
Tel: 01386 750203 

Email: eckingtonvicarage@hotmail.com 


