Reopening Church and Daily Prayer
Last chance today 1-7pm to visit the 15 Stations in church for our Thanksgiving Weekend.
For those of you who are shielding and are unable to visit church we have produced a video of the event. Click on the link below:
https://youtu.be/2Dw3z4IS_7o
From Monday, church will be open every day, Monday to Saturday from 11-12 Noon for private prayer. We will only be allowing 3 individual /households at any time.
A really big thank you to all those who have made the above events possible
Neil
Morning Service – Sunday, 21st June 2020

St Michael’s Blundellsands

You may wish to light a candle and have some reflective music playing in the background.  Or you can start by listening to (and joining in with). Don’t forget to skip the ads. 

Praise to the Lord the Almighty the King of Creation https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0JvCmvlm-Qg
This week you can follow the whole service on YOUTUBE. Print off this service sheet then click on the next link and join in with the responses.
https://youtu.be/g1_QXZ38c6k
Opening:  May Christ, the true, the only light
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds.
The Lord is my light and my salvation:

my God shall make my darkness to be bright.

The light and peace of Jesus Christ be with you

All   and also with you.
Confession 

God of healing, God of wholeness,
we bring our brokenness, our sinfulness,
our fears and despair, and lay them at your feet.
Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
God of healing, God of wholeness,
we hold out hearts and hands, minds and souls
to feel your touch, and know the peace that only you can bring.
Christ have mercy. 

Christ have mercy.

God of healing, God of wholeness,
this precious moment in your presence and power
grant us faith and confidence that here broken lives are made whole.

Lord have mercy.
Lord have mercy.
May almighty God who sent his Son into the world to save sinners bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

Psalm 122 
I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go into the house of the Lord.”


2 Our feet have been standing
Within your gates, O Jerusalem!

3 Jerusalem is built
As a city that is compact together,


4 Where the tribes go up,
The tribes of the Lord,

To the Testimony of Israel,
To give thanks to the name of the Lord.


5 For thrones are set there for judgment,
The thrones of the house of David.

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.


7 Peace be within your walls,
Prosperity within your palaces.”


8 For the sake of my brethren and companions,
I will now say, “Peace be within you.”


9 Because of the house of the Lord our God
I will seek your good.
Take a few minutes to contemplate these words.
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Thought for the day by Helen 
When I asked the Zoom Bible study group what they were missing most about church, the two things they missed most were seeing people and singing.  Sadly, even when we can come back to Church for services, and rectify the former, singing will be off limits for quite some time I think.  (I’m told that in Australia you are allowed to hum!!).  Singing is a primitive, visceral activity which engages body, mind and soul.  No wonder we are yearning for it.  Of course we can sing in the shower or bath, and some of us sing to ourselves when we are gardening or walking.  At the bible study one person said that the meter of hymns lends itself very well to walking. My favourite walking hymn is “Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord,” but I won’t forget the glorious Good Friday of lockdown walking along Far Moss Road singing “All glory Lord and Honour”.!  Yes I’m nuts!,  
The psalms, from which we are reading today, are the earliest Hymn book, and are to be found in the middle of the Old Testament. Today we read them but they were meant to be sung and still are in some churches and cathedrals to Anglican chant and in Scotland in metrical form. “The King of Love my Shepherd is“ is a metrical version of Psalm 23.  But whether said or sung it’s the words and the sentiment that matter. I am not alone in loving the psalms, they are a hymn book and also a prayer book.   The psalms are for both communal use and private use. There is one for every occasion, every emotion, every need. All human life is there. I commend them to you. 

In Psalms 84 and 122 there is a real sense of anticipation and joy in going to the temple in Jerusalem to worship and praise God. You get the feeling that they are finding the centre of their being in this place; its where they feel closest to God. Many people may say, perhaps especially after having read our services or listened to Neil on line, that they can pray and worship God perfectly well at home and to some extent this is true, God is not particular to location and yet there is something very special indeed in worshipping together. There comes a joy that you just don’t get when you are singing hymns alone. I think it is easier to offer reverent worship in the context of a church building and to praise Him in the company of other people. I am really looking forward to getting back to church and I hope you are too even if we can only hum!! 
Bible Reading Psalm 84v1-4 + 10 Read by Sue and Richard Kemp
How lovely is your dwelling place,
    Lord Almighty!
2 My soul yearns, even faints,
    for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh cry out
    for the living God.
3 Even the sparrow has found a home,
    and the swallow a nest for herself,
    where she may have her young—
a place near your altar,
    Lord Almighty, my King and my God.
4 Blessed are those who dwell in your house;
    they are ever praising you.
10 Better is one day in your courts
    than a thousand elsewhere;
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
    than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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 Talk by Neil

Prayers by Lorna Swainbank

A prayer for the day 

Faithful Creator,

whose mercy never fails:

deepen our faithfulness to you

and to your living Word,

Jesus Christ our Lord.

St Michael’s Prayer for Growth 
God of Mission
Who alone brings growth to your Church, 
Send your Holy Spirit to give 
Vision to our planning, 
Wisdom to our actions,
Joy to our worship 
And power to our witness. 
Help our church, St Michael’s, to grow in numbers, 
In spiritual commitment to you, 
And in service to our local community of Blundellsands, 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer: 
Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation: but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the Kingdom, the power and the glory,
For ever and ever. Amen.
The Blessing
May God give you grace to follow his saints
in faith and hope and love;
and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you for evermore. Amen.
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On-line Bible Tips  
Each Wednesday, I am uploading two-minute talks about ‘how to read the Bible’. Many people find reading the Bible difficult, so in these videos I give a few bits of advice. To access the third video, click the link below.
https://youtu.be/KNNMnVf4aY8
