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#TheParishThisMonth...

Remember the Summer Fair 2019?
St Wilfrid’s Morning Prayers on Zoom. Who knew that we could embrace new technology so quickly?

Steph and Janet during the 2019 Summer Fair. Happy Days!
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to the July 2020 online edition of 
Connected.

This month Revd. Roy Shaw 
writes about the fall-out of the 
Coronavirus pandemic. Roy also 
touches on the difficulties in 
Kenya - I really cannot imagine 
what it must be like for farmers 
seeing their livelihoods eaten in a 
few hours by plagues of locusts.

Tony Service - for the first 
time since 2004 apparently - 
has “nothing to offer” and yet 
still manages to fill two pages! 
Good work Tony! Also, once 
again Tony has helpfully let me 
have some texts and images to 
help fill the pages, and although I 
hadn’t space for all of them they 
were very welcome. The rest 
of Connected is the result of me 
trawling the tinterweb plus some 
texts that I had considered or 
written, but not used, over the 

past few months.
The Brayton Parish Website 
(www.StWil fr idsParish.com) 
sends out notices of Services 
and events in St Francis and St 
Wilfrid’s, but only to subscribers. 
It is easy to subscribe on the 
website, so why not use this 
method of staying up-to-date 
on news in the Parish? It is of 
course free.

Printed copies of Connected 
delivered to your door cost £5 
a year (£4 for pensioners) , or 
you can pick up a single copy 
for 75p in Brayton Post Office 
or, in normal times, from any of 
the Churches mentioned within 
these pages. Subscriptions run 
from June each year. Thanks to 
those who have already paid the 
2020 annual subscriptions. These 
subscriptions almost cover the 
cost of the paper and printing. 

Many of our normal volunteer 
distributors are aged over 70 so 
we have been unable to deliver 
all of the printed copies during 
April, May and June. If you didn’t 
get a printed copy, and would like 
one, give me a call and I’ll print 
one for you. If possible please 
pay the person who delivers your 
Connected by cheque made out 
to ‘Brayton PCC’, or by on-line 
payment via our Church Near 
You website page.

You may also download 
Connected free from the 
St Wilfrid’s website www.
StWilfridsParish.com.

Articles for Connected are 
always gratefully received, by the 
11th of the month please.

John Clarke
01757 708646
js_clarke@btinternet.com

Welcome

Cover picture of jars of Sheelagh’s splendid Jam! Recipe on page 17
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I think it’s a safe bet that numbers 
of us now have near immaculate 
gardens and houses; the 
lockdown has provided almost 
endless opportunities to do those 
tasks in the house we’ve avoided 
too long; and the warm weather 
in May almost begged us to get 
outside and enjoy the garden in 
ways perhaps that we haven’t in 
the past.

I wonder if there’s any sense, as 
the lockdown begins to ease, of 
new beginnings? We hear of the 
‘new normal’ and no doubt that 
will become clearer over the 
next weeks and months. But will 
it be a tweaked ‘same old same 
old’ or will it have any sense of 
new beginnings in it?

I ask this because in many ways 
the last weeks and months have 
had about them something of 

the same components as going 
on retreat. And it is usual for 
someone on retreat to be different 
at the end from how they were 
at the beginning. Something has 
shifted, clarified, become new, 
in the process. So let me draw 
some parallels. I would guess 
that in some measure we have all 
been through a phase of purpose 
(I’ll decorate the bedroom, and 

chuck out all those old bits and 
bobs in the garage and… and….) 
and uncertainty (How long is this 
going to last? When will they 
deliver the carpet I ordered if 
they can’t come in the house?), 
and possibly a simple acceptance- 
‘It is what it is. I’ve got to learn to 
live with it just now’. And possibly 
at some stage in the last months 
a desire to do things differently-‘I 
don’t need custard creams. I’ll do 

without’. And temptation- ‘Oh, 
I’ll just slip in a packet of custard 
creams while I’m here’.

And other stuff too; maybe 
we’ve found this time life-
enhancing- ‘I’ve got to know my 
neighbours really well as we chat 
over the fence, six feet apart.’ 
And noticing stuff- ‘I’ve heard 
more bird song in the last three 
months than I remember for a 

long time’. And tears- ‘I’m sick of 
not being able to hug someone!’ 
- and hope (‘All these stories of 
self-sacrifice; the country’s not 
going to the dogs after all!’)

Recognise any of that? If you’ve 
experienced any of those feelings, 
the past months have had 
parallels with going on retreat. 
Has anything changed during 
those strange days- in a way 
that means you have a clearer 

Dear Friends
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purpose, a new determination, 
a sense of good coming out of it 
all for your life? If so, be thankful; 
God in his mysterious ways was 
making something of his purposes 
known in you.

One strange paradox of these 
months has been that we have 
been very self-concerned, our 
world contracted to the confines 
of the house for many of us. And 
at the same time, as we heard 
the news, we were aware of this 
as a world-wide phenomenon 
as the shocking numbers were 
reported from China, France, 
Italy, the USA, Belgium, Brazil 
and elsewhere. Everything else 
was forgotten in the news apart 
from the wide-ranging effects of 
the virus.

Let me report briefly on a 
small and forgotten corner of the 
world- I share here my personal 
interest in a part of Kenya far off 
the tourist trail. The orphanage of 
which I am a trustee, like the rest 
of Kenya, was in lockdown, as the 
schools had closed. No chance 
of digital lessons for our thirty 
kids in a land where few schools 
in rural Kenya have anything but 
the most basic technology. Extra 

meals to find at the orphanage 
then, at a time of rising costs. I 
reported some weeks ago on 
the plague of locusts which had 
devastated our fields of maize 
and beans. We replanted, but 
the beans were destroyed and 
the maize injured as they were 
just making progress, in a massive 
hailstorm which hit a wide area 

of the western province. Food 
costs rose again. And as I was 
beginning to write this article, 
we heard that a gang of thieves 
had broken in, tied up the night-
watchman, and made off with 
twenty bags of maize, rice and 
beans. These are some of the 
thousands of unreported stories 
that the newsfeeds would never 
report in a month of Sundays, but 
which help us realise something 
of the wider world, and how 
the epidemic has impacted an 
elsewhere we never hear of.

It would be easy in our 

troubles at home, the anguish 
we have heard on the news, and 
in what we learn of the troubles 
of the wider world, to give in to 
despair, perhaps even cynicism. 
But having experienced the tears, 
temptation and uncertainty of 
the retreatant’s life in these 
months, a better way would be 
to build on the strengths we have 
found in that retreatant life too; 
hope, developing relationships, 
in a keener observation of the 
world around us, a desire to do 
things differently, or live more 
simply, with new purpose. God 
bless us all in rich ways as we 
move into whatever the new 
normal may be.

Revd. Roy Shaw

During the time set aside for older people and waiting in a line outside a supermarket 
with other ‘oldies’, I noticed a young man try to cut in at the front of the queue. A 
furious old lady shoved her rollator towards him, and he quickly backed away.
He tried again and he dodged the old lady, but two men shouted at him, and again 
he backed off.
But he wasn’t giving up, and tried a third time. By now, the pensioners were ready 
for him - and an angry wall of opposition formed in-front of the entrance.
Ignoring the cries of “get back sonny” and “I died in the first world war for your 
freedom laddie...” he stood for a moment, and then shrugged his shoulders. 
 “If you won’t let me unlock the door, none of you will ever get in to shop”.

How to Queue (Or don’t mess with me Sonny!)
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It is probably the first time 
since 2004 (when we were first 
graciously invited by St Wilfrid’s 
to share news from a Methodist 
view point and I wrote our first 
Brayton News page) that I find 
I have nothing to offer. July will 
be much the same as June so re-
read our news in June and you 
have most of my offering for 
July! No looking back to Chapel 
Anniversary or other special 
services and events because we 
have not had any.

Our District Chair 
(Methodism’s equivalent to a 
bishop), Rev Leslie Newton, 
recently wrote:

“We live in uncertain times. 
To many people, it would appear 
that the work of the church 
has largely stopped. We know 
that this is far from the truth – 
buildings are closed but the work 
goes on. For many, this is proving 
to be a very distressing and 
disorientating time. Individuals’ 
experiences will be so variable, 
depending on whether they live 
alone, they are healthy, they have 
work to do, they have lost a loved 
one and not been able to mark 
that event publicly, they are under 
financial pressure, or they have 
access to the online world. Most 
Methodists will be missing their 
opportunities to worship and 
socialise in physical community, 
for some this will be a devastating 
loss of connection. Church life just 
got very much more complicated. 
Many of our people have risen to 
this challenge with a wealth of 
resources being provided both 
physically and electronically, and 
in many communities, pastoral 
support has stepped up a gear.”

I was hoping to comment on 
our hope that, in July, there may 
be a possible return to some 

kind of communal worship in the 
chapel but I’m told that would be 
optimistic. The government, at 
the time of writing, had indicated 
that churches (and a myriad of 
other establishments) could 
begin to move from the current 
lockdown period to re-opening 
but there is much that needs to 
be considered before we move to 
that step.

The ruling authority of the 
Methodist Church is its Annual 
Conference which should have 
been taking place from June 
25 – July 2. Because there are 
important policy and practical 
decisions which need to be 
taken and implemented and 
which cannot wait until a later 
time, there will be a “virtual” 
Conference which will discuss and 
vote on these issues, decisions 
which will then be passed down to 
Districts, Circuits and Churches 
for implementation.

One obvious issue is when 
the Methodist Church will 
authorise the return to and use 
of its buildings so we will need 
to wait until early July before 
we will know what we can do. 
Buildings and their contents will 
need to be cleaned and sanitised 

and a new way of worship will 
be needed. Social distancing will 
need worshippers to be well 
separated; it may not be a good 
idea for some time to sing hymns 
(which, since “Methodism was 
born in song” and enthusiastic 
hymn singing has always been 
part of our worship, that is 
likely to be a real problem!); can 
we have our Coffee Fellowship 
after the service (and the 
“coming together chats” before 
the service)? How many of our 
older and medically vulnerable 
folk will have the confidence or 
desire to come back until there 
is a real understanding that the 
virus risk is negligible? Questions, 
questions, questions!

As has been said several times 
recently, we cannot return to the 
“old normality” we once knew; 
there will be a “new normality” 
that we will need to understand 
and accommodate and the 
consequences of which will be 
with us for many years to come. 
The live stream services that our 
minister, Rev Philip Macdonald, 
has been providing every Sunday 
morning have been very popular 
and much appreciated, reaching 
to a lot of people who would 

Methodist News
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not normally be in church on 
a Sunday morning. Maybe, that 
type of technology will be a new 
outreach of mission in the coming 
months and years?

I have had regular discussions 
with one of our younger members 
who has kept questioning 
whether the coronavirus is God’s 
punishment on the world, with 
its increasing secularism. Is the 
pandemic another judgement 
to go with the floods, fires and 
droughts that different parts of 
the world have been experiencing 
in recent years? Our minister, 
Rev Philip Macdonald, addressed 
this question in his pastoral letter 
in the Portholme Church’s June 
newsletter and which, with his 
permission, I felt could be of 
interest to Connected readers.

Philip’s letter
‘Is corona virus a sign of God’s 

judgement?’ ‘Is corona virus God’s 
way of punishing the world?’ 
These are questions which have 
been voiced over the past few 
weeks and they’ve been alluded 
to, even if not asked directly, in 
some conversations which I’ve 
had. There have already been 
some books written on the 
subject, none of which I’ve read 
as yet. Perhaps when I’ve finished 
the lengthy biography of Martin 
Luther which I’m currently 
reading then I should read one 
of them! There are always those 
who are quick to attribute such 
things to God’s judgement. I 
remember the wife of a trainee 
minister sending shockwaves 
through Wesley College during 
my time there by saying she 
believed the AIDs pandemic was 
God’s judgement on immoral 
living and, if this was God’s way 
of punishing people, then why 
should we do anything to help.

Personally I don’t believe 
that the current pandemic is a 

punishment from God or a sign 
of God’s judgement but I do 
believe that it could be a ‘wake-
up call’ to our society and to our 
world. I don’t believe that God 
instigates or causes anything that 
is harmful to human or natural 

life but sometimes tragedies and 
disasters can be the means by 
which we recognise the need to 
care for each other and to care 
for the world and, in that sense, it 
might be said that God is at work 
in and through what is going on. 
We’ve seen and are continuing to 
see so many amazing examples 
of people going the extra mile 
and making sacrifices in the 
interests of others. I believe it is 
in and through these things that 
the nature and the life of God 
are expressed and not in the 
pandemic itself.

In St. John’s Gospel when 
Jesus meets a man who had been 
born blind, his disciples asked 
him whether it was the man’s 
sin or that of his parents which 
had caused this to happen. At 
that time people believed that 
any kind of sickness was a direct 
result of sin. Jesus refuted that 
idea and said that the man had 
been born blind so that ‘the 
works of God might be displayed 
in him.’ There are many things in 
life which are imperfect and not 
as we would choose them to 
be and the current pandemic is 
most certainly one of them. Yet 
even through this the works of 
God might be displayed as people 

reach out to each other and as 
we learn to take care of each 
other.

St. John’s Revelation looks 
forward to a time when death, 
mourning, crying and pain shall 
be no more. In the meantime we 
have to live with the imperfections 
of the world as it is which 
sometimes, like now, prove to be 
quite catastrophic. The God who 
makes himself known in Jesus is a 
God who comes alongside us in 
love and compassion and I believe 
it is this understanding of God 
which will help us through the 
present time.

Maybe next month there will 
be something positive to write 
about?

Tony Service

“ I don’t believe 
that the current 
pandemic is a 
punishment 
from God...
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“I’m sick of eating strawberries!” - words seldom heard

Bishop Stephen Geoffrey Cottrell will be 
confirmed as the 98th Archbishop of York this 
month, at 11am on Thursday 9th July.

The service, which had been due to take 
place in York Minster, will be in two parts, and it 
will be broadcast entirely via video conference 
because of the Coronavirus restrictions. The 
event will comprise a legal ceremony with 
readings, prayers and music, followed by a film 
marking the start of Bishop Stephen’s ministry 
as Archbishop of York.

Bishop Stephen says: “I am looking forward 
to beginning my ministry as the 98th Archbishop 
of York. This isn’t quite how I imagined it 
would begin. It is certainly the first time an 
Archbishop’s election will have been confirmed 
via video conference. But we’re all having to 
re-imagine how we live our lives and how we 
inhabit the world.

“These are difficult times. My hope is that 
through this service the love of God that is given 
us in Jesus Christ will shine out, perhaps even 
to those who while never attending a service in 
York Minster, might have a look online.

Following in the footsteps of my many 
predecessors, I look forward to serving our 
nation and bringing the love and peace of Christ 
to our world, especially here in the north.”

The service will be available on the Church 
of England website (www.churchofengland.
org). Arrangements for Bishop Stephen’s 
enthronement service will be announced later 
in the year.

New Archbishop of York 
to be confirmed
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Physical Distancing

It’s ok that you didn’t clean the house today,
It’s ok that you didn’t run six miles,
It’s ok that you don’t know how to make soufflé,
Or that you’re not always full of smiles,
Don’t worry that you haven’t learnt to crochet,
Don’t worry if you feel a little blue,
It’s ok to relax sometimes,
Just do the things that make you, you.
Take this time to re-evaluate,
The things you really need,
Enjoy the sun that’s right outside,
Read that book you want to read,
Chat to a neighbour that you’ve never met,
Re-read your favourite bible verse,
Make sure that you’re eating well,
And just remember, it could be worse.
Remember you are loved,
Remember to be safe,
Phone a friend, say a prayer,
Remember to have faith.

Leah Plant
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As I write, volunteers are 
distributing food to people who 
have been deprived of their usual 
ways of earning an income during 
the lockdown in a Majority World 
country. I became involved in 
raising money for this initiative 
very recently, and saw videos 
from the first people to receive 
packages. There were expressions 
of happiness, hope, quiet sadness, 
resignation, desperation – most 
often a mixture of several of these 
feelings at the same time.

I believe that our cries for 
answers at times like this, and 
our deep longing for things to 
be better, kinder, more just, less 
painful and chaotic, are a sign that 
we are made in the image of God. 
The Bible describes God creating 
men and women, instructing them 
to rule over the earth, and giving 
them the freedom to choose what 
they will do. The world God made 
was described as “very good”, but 
human wrongdoing caused a rift 
between people and God, and 
also between us and the rest of 
creation.

From a scientist’s perspective, 

it seems that the potential for 
accidents, disease and death – for 
both animals and humans – may 
have been part of God’s very good 
creation, and there was a real 
threat of famine, albeit far rarer 
than in our current mismanaged 
version of creation? How would we 
have managed life in what Genesis 
describes as an un-subdued world 
if our relationship with God hadn’t 
broken down, and evil hadn’t 
been unleashed? Maybe painful 
experiences would have been 
experienced as challenges that 
brought us closer to each other 
and to God, rather than bringing us 
the experience of suffering (which 
I would define more particularly 
as involving distress, isolation 
and fear)? Of course, these are 
theoretical questions that no one 
can answer, but perhaps they are 
worth exploring.

God has already responded to 
suffering at a root level by taking 
it on Himself. Through His death 
and resurrection, Jesus broke 
the power of sin and death. We 
do not yet see the final results of 
those decisive actions – the end 

of suffering for all those who trust 
Him – but we can already feel 
their impact. For example, many 
people have experienced the 
wonderful effect, either in their 
own lives or by receiving kindness 
from others, which is described by 
these words: “I will give you a new 
heart and put a new spirit in you; 
I will remove from you your heart 
of stone and give you a heart of 
flesh” (Ezekiel 36:26).

Some of the people who 
received food yesterday were, 
in the words of the community 
team leader, “really desperate”, 
but yet they still trust God to 
meet their needs. My hope is that 
the worldwide Church will, with 
God’s help, be part of the answer 
to their prayers – demonstrating 
our true status as people made in 
the image of God.

Dr Ruth M Bancewicz 

Church Engagement Director at 
The Faraday Institute for Science 
and Religion in Cambridge

Suffering and the Image of God

The Faraday Institute for Science and 
Religion is hosting a free, online summer 
course between 29th June and 3rd July. 
Depending when you receive your copy of 
Connected there may be a chance to join in.

Titled ‘Telling a better story – why Faith 
and Science belong together’ the course 
explores how faith and science are often 
seen as uncomfortable bed-fellows. 
However, this has not always been so. 
They go on to examine the ways in which 
Faith and Science speak to each other in 
contemporary society and explore the 
theological and ethical issues which this 
dialogue raises. They aim to show that there 

is a better story to be told about faith and 
science than the prevalent one of conflict 
and mutual distrust.

Each day, they will host two or three 
webinars given by an array of international 
speakers highly qualified in their individual 
fields. There will also be some opportunity 
for on-line discussion.

Completely free to attend and open to 
anyone, anywhere, who is interested. 
You are free to join them for as much 
or as little of our programme as you 
wish. For more information, see  
faraday.institute/TellingABetterStory
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The Lord is my real instructor and I shall not want. 
He gives me peace, when chaos is all around me. 
He gently reminds me to pray before I speak and to do things without complaining.
He reminds me that He, and not my school, is my Salvation. 
He restores my sanity every day and guides my decisions that I might honour
Him in everything I do.

Even though I face absurd amounts of social isolation, live streaming and exams,  
 I will not stop - for He is with me!

His presence, His peace, and His power will see me through. 
He will raise me up, even if I fail to get a good grade. 
He claims me as His own and knows that I have done my best.

His faithfulness and love are better than any A+. 
In eternity it won’t matter what degree I got. 
When it’s all said and done, I’ll be working for Him a whole lot longer than
I’ll be in school (even when it doesn’t feel like it) and for that, I bless
His name!

Anon

Buttercup! What a delicious 
name! Rumour has it that, 
as they were frequently to 
be found in meadows where 
cows grazed, they were 
responsible for butter’s 
yellow colouring.  So the 
name was an obvious choice. 

However, since buttercups 
are poisonous and therefore 
are avoided as far as possible 
by our four-footed friends, this is 
somewhat unlikely. But surely, we 
all remember having a buttercup 
held under our chin to see 
whether the reflection proved 
that we liked butter! The shiny 
surface of the petals actually has 
two real purposes. Firstly, to help 
attract insects and secondly to 
act as a kind of mirror to aid the 
temperature regulation of the 
plant’s reproductive organs.

We are fortunate that 
buttercups do not suffer from 

the same unpopularity as other 
poisonous plants, because if 
eaten, not only do they taste 
nasty, but the poison will also 
cause blisters in the mouth of 
the consumer. Extensive handling 
can also damage the skin, but 
presumably the size of bunch that 
many of us picked as children 
did not count as ‘extensive’. 
Fortunately, Health and Safety 
experts do not yet seem to have 
forbidden this source of pleasure 
for little people. Incidentally, the 

poison is reduced as the 
plant dries, and hay that 
includes buttercups is safe 
for cows and horses to eat.

Buttercups help form 
the traditional view of the 
British countryside. Differing 
varieties range in height 
from small to quite tall and 
although at their peak in 
early summer, the golden 

blooms can often still be seen in 
mid-autumn. Jan Struther, who 
wrote ‘Lord of all hopefulness’ 
also wrote a children’s hymn 
entitled ‘Treasure’ It starts:

Daisies are our silver, 
buttercups our gold:
This is all the treasure we can 
have or hold.

John Clarke

Buttercups - Gold in the Countryside

23rd Psalm for the Hard-pressed Student
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And having food and clothing, 
with these we shall be content (1 
Timothy 6:8). We are all familiar, 
if uncomfortable, with the idea 
and reality of Food Banks, but 
there is also a great need to cloth 
people who are temporarily 
in financial need. There are of 
course numerous Charity Shops 
selling clothes, but what about 
people you are unable to afford 
even their rock bottom prices?

We normally give our surplus 
clothes to Martin House on 
Gowthorpe, which at the time 
of this Connected is closed, but 
there’s still a way to donate 
your good quality clothes. The 
Clothing Bank is run on similar 
lines to the Food Bank. They 
take in unwanted clothes in good 
condition and give them to local 
people who are in need. 

The Clothing Bank helps people 
and families who have fallen 
into poverty or suffered other 

hardships such as domestic abuse; 
people and families are referred 
to them by other organisations 
such as the Selby Food Bank or 
Selby Sleepsafe. Their aims are 
to give children in need good 

quality clothing to prevent them 
getting bullied at school, and to 
give clothes to men and women 

to boost their self-confidence. 
Clothes really do give people a 
better image of themselves: they 
increase their confidence and 
happiness.

Donations of clothes may be 
made locally to Liz Howell who 
is based in Brayton, or through 
Pat Griffiths (01757 705793) who 
also lives in Brayton. Further 
details of the Clothing Bank may 
be found on FaceBook 
 www.facebook.com/
selbyareaclothingbank

Some people regularly buy 
a few extra items during their 
supermarket shopping to donate 
to Food Banks; why not pop 
into any Charity Shop and buy 
something for the Clothing Bank? 
A win-win for the Charity and the 
Clothing Bank. Just a thought...

John Clarke

“why not pop 
into any Charity 
Shop and buy 
something for 
the Clothing 
Bank? A win-
win for the 
Charity and the 
Clothing Bank. 

Led by Mrs Clarke we have recently had a major 
clearing out session at home. It’s amazing what we 
found lurking at the back of drawers and cupboards!  
Spring cleaning is a very healthy exercise in many 
ways, and not just because of the physical exertion 
involved. We need to get rid of things we no longer 
find useful, and sort out those which are still of 
benefit and value to us. Clearing space also allows 
us to acquire new things which make our homes 
more welcoming.

And so I used the opportunity to spring clean 
my wardrobe. Out go those hideous 1970s tank-
tops and platform shoes! Begone you 1980s shell 
suits! Ciao to those padded shoulder business 
suits and kipper ties! They were fooling no one! 
Unfortunately I’m left only with socks and under-

crackers! But look at the space in the closet!
However this is also time to do a much needed 

spiritual ‘spring cleaning’ and sort through some of 
the clutter in my life. Am I clinging on to attitudes, 
ideas, relationships which I really need to let go?  
Do I need more space in my life for other people, 
and for God?  Do I need to explore new ideas and 
relationships in order to grow and move forwards?  
A spiritual ‘spring clean’ could help me see my 
priorities more clearly - what do I really value in 
life, which relationships are the most important and 
how is my relationship with God?

John Clarke
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You are invited to take part in this 
national survey…details below

The Covid-19 pandemic has 
obviously had a profound effect 
on churches. The lockdown 
has severely restricted ministry 
in areas such as pastoral care, 
fellowship groups, and serving 
the community. On the other 
hand, for those with online 
access, worship has taken on 
new and creative forms over 
the last few weeks. Many clergy 
and ministry teams have risen to 
the challenge of operating in the 
virtual environment.

As we pass the most severe 
period of lockdown, it seems 
a good time to assess how 
churchgoers have responded to 
the experience, and what they 
think the future might hold. How 
well have people coped with the 
pandemic? Has it strengthened 
or weakened their faith? How has 
it been for clergy and ministry 
teams trying to work in this new 
environment? How have those 
receiving ministry found this 
novel experience? Will virtual 
ministry become part of the post-
pandemic landscape, and will this 

be a good move for your church?
We have developed a survey 

over the last few weeks in 
discussion with bishops, clergy 
and lay people which we hope 
will enable you to record your 
experience of the pandemic, 
the ministry you have given or 
received, and what you think will 
happen to churches in a post-
pandemic world.

In an article to launch the 
survey in the Church Times, the 
Bishop of Manchester, David 
Walker, wrote: “This survey is an 
attempt to go beyond anecdote… 
It will capture evidence of both 
excitement and fears for the 
future, of where stress levels have 
changed, and whether personal 
faith has weakened or grown.”

This is an online survey, which 
we estimate it will take you about 
20-30 minutes to complete. Most 
of the questions simply require 
you to tick boxes, though there 
are options to specify your 
particular circumstances, and an 
opportunity at the end for you 
to tell us your views in your own 
words. Alongside questions about 
the pandemic and ministry there 

are sections which ask about 
you: these are important because 
they will allow us to see how the 
lockdown is affecting different 
sorts of people in different 
contexts.

The survey can be completed 
on mobile phones, though it 
is more quickly completed on 
devices with larger screens such 
as tablets or computers. You can 
access using the following link: 
https://tinyurl.com/ycsq9fy2

Please forward this link to 
any churches or churchgoers 
you feel might want to take part 
in the survey and support this 
research. We should have some 
initial results within a few weeks 
and will make these available as 
widely as we can.

Revd Professor Andrew Village, 
York St John University  

a.village@yorksj.ac.uk 

Revd Canon Professor Leslie J. 
Francis, 

Visiting Professor York St John 
University

Covid-19: The Church & You Survey
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This has been a difficult month 
to fill the pages of Connected; so 
little has happened! But then God 
moves in ways mysterious…

During a recent Lockdown 
Arms quiz night, one of our 
number used Édouard Manet’s 
painting ‘A Bar at the Folies-
Bergere’ as a backdrop. 
The ‘lad’s’ commented 
on the picture - the 
woman behind the 
bar was described 
as being a waitress, 
whilst others said that 
she was a prostitute. 
Manet’s intentions 
were somewhat 
unclear – and during 
the Lockdown Arms 
quiz it led me to 
wonder about what we 
really knew about this 
woman…

Practically the next 
day, whilst seeking 
inspiration for the July 
Connected, I discovered 
that the Saint day 
of Mary Magdalene 
occurs on 22nd July, 
and like the woman 
depicted by Manet here 
was another female 
about which opinions 
vary. For example, and 
similar to the Manet 
painting, there is a view that Mary 
was a prostitute. Back in the 6th 
Century, Pope Gregory is said to 
have confused her with two other 
women in the Bible. Medieval 
Bible scholars also attempted 
to name an unidentified sinful 
woman who had washed and 
anointed the feet of Jesus. As 
Mary Magdalene is mentioned in 
the next chapter, they regarded 
her as the same person!  After 
this, many classical artists painted 

Mary in various states of undress, 
perpetuating the lie. Fake news is 
older than we think!

So what do we really know 
about Mary? The Gospels tell 
us that she came from Magdala, 
a town in Galilee, and that Jesus 
healed her by casting out seven 

evil spirits. After this she, with 
some other women, followed 
Jesus, helping with His ministry. 
Later, Mary watched Jesus die 
on the cross, and having cared 
for His needs while He was alive, 
wanted to care for Him after His 
death.

It was when Mary went to 
anoint the body of Jesus at 
the tomb that the risen Jesus 
appeared to her. He told Mary to 
go to His disciples and tell them 

about His return to Heaven. She 
was obedient and became the 
first emissary of the resurrection. 
In those days, the witness of a 
woman was worthless. Despite 
ridicule, Mary had the courage 
to speak about Jesus in a place 
of great disbelief. We have to ask 

ourselves, do we have 
the same courage as 
Mary? How prepared 
are we to stand our 
ground to share Jesus 
with others in the face 
of those who mock and 
scoff at us?

Although we usually 
associate Mary with 
the Easter story, this 
month on 22nd July, 
the Church celebrates 
her Feast Day. In this 
snapshot of Mary’s 
life we know she had 
experienced great 
distress and suffering. 
After Jesus healed 
her, Mary expressed 
her gratitude by being 
utterly committed and 
devoted to Him.  

Jesus can give 
everyone a new start; 
a new purpose and 
direction in life. Like 
Mary we can thank 
Him for blessing us, 

loving us and forgiving us and 
moving into practical forms of 
service. Only Jesus can transform 
our lives so that we can glorify 
God in all that we do.

John Clarke

The Other Mary

‘Mary Magdalene’ by Dürer
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...and Jerusalem
Jam - All Flavours
This is by far the easiest jam recipe 
that I have ever found. You don’t need 
to know anything about pectin or 
sugar or cooking or any of that stuff. 
I recommend always going for the 
biggest jar available.

Ingredients
Makes enough for breakfast for a whole 
week. Make sure that everything is 
to hand before commencing on the 
preparation & cooking.

• At least one cup of coffee or tea. 
Milk and sugar optional

• Slice of cake (large). Optional 
but it helps to settle the coffee 
or tea

• £3.00 to £10.00 in loose change 
or folding notes for preference

• Raffle tickets. How many tickets 
depends on whether the Thorpe 
Willoughby Mafia is operating 
the entrance desk

Preferred Method
Preparation: 5min  ›  Cooking Time: 30min  ›  Ready in: 35min (tops)

• Holding a heavy bottomed bag or rucksack, walk casually into any Church occasion. 
Some people favour Mothers’ Union meetings, but I have found the Summer/Autumn/
Christmas Fairs, or Women’s Institute meetings, to be the most productive events

• Sit as close to Sheelagh Pullen’s jam stall as possible. Add raffle tickets, coffee and slice 
of cake. Stir over low heat

• Consume the tea, coffee or cake whilst chatting to nearby people for at least 30minutes. 
Keep a sharp eye on the jam stall to ensure that it does not run out of supplies

• Increase chatter to high; replenish coffee or tea as required. Be sure to make use of 
the ‘facilities’ if uncomfortable

• Judge the crowd around the jam stall carefully; approach Sheelagh in a friendly manner, 
and buy the jam(s) of your choice. Don’t take too long as there will be people in the 
queue behind you

• Stay until the raffle has been drawn, then transfer the jam to a bag of some description, 
and rush home. If the jam is going to be eaten straight away, don’t bother taking off 
hats, coats, gloves etc., just get the toaster going...

Serving suggestion. Images by Jonathan Pielmayer
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Are Christians in danger of losing their best friends 
in the media? A recent article by Peter Crumpler, a 
Church of England priest in St Albans, and a former 
Director of Communications with the CofE, 
suggests that this may be the case.

One of the many casualties of the coronavirus 
shutdown has been the country’s local and regional 
newspapers. As businesses have closed or cut back, 
they have withdrawn their advertising from local 
titles, and sales have dropped with the lockdown.

Even the government has noticed the problem; 
Housing Secretary Robert Jenrick has called on 

people to buy a paper to help local publications 
survive the lockdown,“A free country needs a free 
press and the national, the regional and the local 
newspapers of our country are under significant 
financial pressure.”

The thousands of local papers and their associated 
websites and social media feeds have often been 
– alongside parish magazines obviously– the best 
ways for church groups to promote their services, 
activities, and events. Local titles have often given 
the best coverage to grassroots church projects 
and have been open to publishing regular Christian 
comment columns. The Revd Pete is a regular 
contributor.

But now the outlook looks increasingly bleak. 
Even before the lockdown, local titles were facing 
major challenges with much advertising revenue 
going to Facebook, Google and other digital 

platforms. People are increasingly consuming their 
news free online, with often the originators of the 
news receiving little or no payment.

Yet people value local news. Objective, 
professional reporting cannot be replaced by 
community Facebook or WhatsApp groups. Locally 
the Selby Times plays a vital role in holding elected 
officials to account, and keeping people informed of 
decisions being taken in their name. They highlight 
the work of numerous local charities from food 
banks to debt counselling services and publicise 
their fund-raising. They promote voluntary groups 

that bring people together.
Online social networks, which appear to be geared 

towards profit rather than the truth, have their 
positive sides by bringing groups of people together, 
but they also help to promote lies leading, in my 
opinion, to division and prejudicial discord in society.

As Christians we must play our part by paying 
for our news whether online or in print. Through 
Connected we seek support for the church network 
by supplying the Selby Times with news and 
information. They sometimes ignore us, and they 
never acknowledge us - that is their prerogative, 
but we remain supportive!

John Clarke

Help the Selby Times!

Mrs Clarke does her bit. Note fantastic ‘lockdown’ haircut. Crazy!
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It’s got bigger. People speak regularly via the 
web with friends in Australia and the United States. 
Worshippers from Canada and South Africa are 
taking part in our online church services. Other 
churches are tell the same stories. 

It’s got smaller. Even with the relaxation of 
regulations, many people are still working from 
home, home-schooling and mostly exercising within 
walking or cycling distance from where they live. 

It’s got faster. Arrangements for funerals are 
speeded up, with registration and funeral planning 
carried out over the phone. Or, a GP’s appointment 
by telephone significantly cutting down waiting time. 

It’s got slower. Shopping takes longer with 
queues that people would have complained about 
before the lockdown. Shops have done a great job 
to keep the shelves stocked and maintain social 
distancing. 

It's become local. What might be the long-term 
impact of the COVID-19 lock-down? One of the key 
outcomes is that ‘local’ is back. For decades, we’ve 

heard about globalisation, and how the world is a 
much more connected place. The internet has kept 
many vital businesses running these past weeks, but 
we’ve also come to value what’s on our doorstep 
and in our local streets. Neighbours have become 
more important. We appreciate local shops, pubs 
and restaurants, parks and open spaces. All those 
people working hard to keep local services going. 

Today, churches deeply rooted in their local 
communities are seeking to follow Christ’s example 
of love and caring. Christianity is a major global 
religion, with billions of followers around the world. 
But it began locally. It began with Jesus Christ, 
travelling by foot, preaching and healing around a 
small area of the Middle East. From its local roots, 
following Pentecost, the faith spread around the 
world. Let us be an example to others.

Tony Service

The World During Lockdown

Stories with Meaning
The villagers decided to pray for rain, but only one boy came 
with an umbrella.

That is Faith

When you throw babies in the air, they laugh because they know 
you will catch them. .

That is Trust

We go to bed without assurance of being alive the next 
morning, but we set our alarms to wake up.

That is Hope

We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of no knowledge of the 
future

That is Confidence

We see the world suffering, but still, we marry and have children That is Love
An old man’s tee shirt says “I am not 80 years old; I am 16 with 
64 years of experience”

That is Attitude
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St Wilfrid’s Parish Notices
Supporting Brayton Parish Online
 
Thank you to all those ensuring their regular donations are reaching our account – through standing 
orders, cheques, weekly envelopes etc.  We have now set up online giving through GiveALittle 
(recommended by the Diocese) for one-off donations of any size.  Donations can be made here, or 
via our website www.StWilfridsParish.com or the Parish pages on A Church Near You. 

Please support our mission and service in the local community. Giving financially to our churches 
is as valuable now as ever. Although we may not be able to gather physically in worship at the 
moment, our mission to serve our communities here remains constant, and continues to need 
resourcing.

As churches we are seeking, as always, to be beacons of Christ’s love and hope, offering prayer and 
various forms of support to meet people’s needs during this difficult time. Examples of this include 
the wonderful work of our Volunteer Support Team; the various fellowship and support groups that 
are meeting online; and the worship resources we are making available both on and offline. It is the 
generous giving of others that will enable this mission to continue.

In addition, we continue to have to meet the ongoing costs of maintaining our buildings, paying our 
utility bills and considering longer term needs (e.g. tower restoration and heating repair)
We recognise that, like us, many other people and organisations are facing financial challenges at 
this time, but if you are in a position to give something towards enabling our mission and service of 
our local community to continue, we would be very grateful..

St Wilfrid’s PCC

Connected Subscriptions

Many thanks to those who have already paid for their annual subscriptions for the printed 
version of Connected.  Through these subscriptions we just about cover the cost of the paper and 
printing. Subscriptions are £5 for the year, or £4 for pensioners. As many of our normal volunteer 
distributors are over 70 we have been unable to deliver the printed copies to all our subscribers 
during April, May and June but from this month your normal delivery should recommence. If you 
have missed copies please make adjustments to your future subscription. 
There is no need to pay this month but if you wish to make payment please observe social 
distancing and the following methods are preferred: 

1) By cheque made out to Brayton PCC in an envelope given to the person currently delivering 
Connected

2) By online payment 
 
Cheques will then be passed to our Treasurer, Jill Clarke. treasurer@stwilfridsparish.com.  
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Online Services in St Wilfrid’s Parish

Wednesday 1st

 9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & Catch up  
 via Zoom
 12noon Pete in Touch with Revd Pete
Sunday 5th

 10:30am Morning Prayer with Revd Pete
Wednesday 8th

 9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & Catch up 
via Zoom
 12noon Pete in Touch with Revd Pete
Sunday 12th

 10:30am Family Communion with Revds   
 Hannah and Rob
Wednesday 15th

 9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & Catch up  
 via Zoom
 12noon Pete in Touch with Revd Pete

Sunday 19th

 10:30am Celtic Communion with Revd Pete
Wednesday 22nd

 9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & Catch up  
 via Zoom
 12noon Pete in Touch with Revd Pete
Sunday 26th

 10:30am Holy Communion with Revds   
 Hannah and Rob
Wednesday 29th

 9:30am Morning Prayer + Coffee & Catch up  
 via Zoom
 12noon Pete in Touch with Revd Pete

Hello all
As you will be aware, the 
government has announced 
that places of worship can be 
opened for private prayer from 
the 15th June.
We’d like to assure you that 
the clergy and church officers 
at St Wilfrid’s and St Francis 
are already engaged in thinking 
and planning around this.
As you can imagine, there is 
a lot to consider, and we will 
only open our church buildings 
when we are confident  they 

are as Covid secure as possible, 
and only then for very limited 
periods. We are sure you’ll 
agree with us that it is better 
the opening is managed as safely 
and responsibly as possible, and 
adhering to national church 
guidelines, rather than rushing 
the process.  It is also worth 
being aware that every church 
building and congregational 
context is different, each with 
a unique set of challenges, so 
what may be possible in one 
place may not, for a variety of 

reasons, be possible elsewhere.  
In the meantime, we will do our 
best to keep you as informed 
as we can.
Many thanks for your 
understanding
Blessings

Rev Pete Watson & 
Rev Christine Gillespie
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“Going to church alone doesn’t make you a Christian 
any more than going to McDonald’s makes you a 
hamburger. You still have to repent, confess, believe 
and obey the Lord” 
 
Anon

Brayton and Burn Methodist Ministers
Revd. Philip Macdonald 1 Olive Grove, Goole, DN14 5AD philipmacdonald@tiscali.co.uk (01405 765154)
Revd. Peter Barnett 5 Lynwith Close, Carlton, Goole, DN14 5RR revpb@revpb.karoo.co.uk (01405 869701)

Methodist Clergy

We offer our love and sympathy to the relatives of:

26th May
Dorothy Berridge (93) at York Crematorium
5th June
 Marion Lesley Etherington (83) at Pontefract Crematorium

Funerals

The Church floodlights were illuminated on:

11th June
In loving memory of Helen Dean Dragunas
16th June
In Loving Birthday Memory of Eric Postles

Floodlights

From the Parish Registers
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St Wilfrid’s, Clergy & Officers
Clergy
Revd. Pete Watson The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place  rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw revroyshaw@protonmail.com
Part-time Assistant Curate
Revd. Hannah Suekarran hannahsuekarran@gmail.com  (07538 813079)
MULTIPLY 20s-40s Leader
Revd. Rob Suekarran rpsuekarran@gmail.com  (07901 359208)
Reader
Jackie Jackman porgles.pogs@icloud.com  (01757 706475)
Church Warden
Claire Nutt churchwarden@stwilfridsparish.com  (01757 712206)

Ministry Team
Mel Allan  (01757 706068)
Lynn Allan (01757 706068)
Sue Beevers  (01757 229515)
Pat Griffiths  (01757 705793)
Joan Howden  (01757 700942)
Sheila Newsome  (01757 705497)
Claire Nutt (01757 712206)
Carol Sowden (01757 703590)
Gordon Tute  (01757 707123)
Sacristan
Sheila Newsome  (01757 705497)
Officers 
PCC Secretary
Ruth Breeze  (01757 701911)
 ruthie5611@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 
Jill Clarke  (01757 708646)
Electoral Roll Officer 
Margaret Seager (07840 817005)
Junior Church 
Martha Harrold  (01757 291254)
Friday Fun Club 
Cathy Rodgers  (01757 704303)
Parish Safeguarding Representative 
Cathy Rodgers  (01757 704303)
Craft Group 
Linda Crackles  (01757 704944) 
Mothers Union
Lynn Allan (01757 706068)
Book Club 
Rosalind Wilson  

Officers
ECC Secretary
Jan Tetley (01757 707987) 
tetleyjan@gmail.com 
Acting Treasurer
Joy Piper (01757 292531) 
Electoral Roll Officer
Shirley Croft  (01757 707380)

Child Protection Representative
Jan Tetley (01757 707987)
tetleyjan@gmail.com
Church Coordinators
Shirley Croft (01757 707380)
Fiona Richards

Clergy. Thorpe Willoughby Methodist/Anglican Church
Revd. Christine Gillespie 24 Tomlinson Way, Sherburn in Elmet LS25 6EQ gillespiec39@gmail.com (01977 682695)
Revd. Pete Watson The Rectory, Doncaster Road, Brayton, YO8 9HE (01757 704707)
Revd. Rodger Place  rodgerplace17@gmail.com
Revd. Roy Shaw revroyshaw@protonmail.com
(The Revds. Rodger Place and Roy Shaw have the Archbishop’s permission to officiate and we are very grateful for their help in the parish)

Reader
Jackie Jackman (01757 706475)  porgles.pogs@icloud.com

St Francis’ Clergy & Officers






