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Applications for Baptisms, 
Weddings etc
Please contact:
Rev. Andrew B. Norman, 
email: revdabn@gmail.com
The Parsonage, Stanley Street, 
Beetham, Milnthorpe, LA7 7AS
Tel:015395 62355 

House Communions and Home 
Visit
If you know of anyone who is sick or would 
like a phone contact, please inform the 
Vicar (contact details above). The Revd. 
Andrew Norman will be pleased to offer 
spiritual direction.

Please tell the Vicar if you (or any one 
you know from the parish) is in hospital or 
confined at home as we may not be aware.
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CHURCH NOTICES

PASTORAL CARE GROUP
These are distressing times and many 
of us are anxious and worried. Due 

to government restrictions we are not 
able to visit but please contact one 
of the following if you would like a 

phone call 

Mrs Anne Jackson  01524 761174
or the Church Wardens.

St James’ Parish Church: Registered 
Charity in England & Wales. Registered 

Charity No. 1143293.

Church Mission Statement
The villages of Arnside and Storth have churches where EVERYONE:

is welcome - can worship and encounter God - 
can learn more of God and his ways. We do this together, not alone.
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‘Look down, most gracious 
God, this day
upon thy people as they 
pray;
and Christ the Lord upon us 
pour
the Spirit’s gift for 
evermore.’

(4th century hymn)
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Letter from the Parsonage, 
Beetham

  

Dear friends

Continued on page 5

‘No man is an island entire of itself; 
every man is a piece of the continent, a 

part of the main’
John Donne (1572-1631)  ‘Meditation 

XVII’

In November 1942, as our country 
struggled through the years of the 
Second World War, the social economist 

Sir William Beveridge published a report 
entitled ‘Social Insurance and Allied 
Services’, which in succeeding years turned 
out to be a landmark document. The so-
called ‘Beveridge Report’ sought to provide 
a blueprint for social policy in post-war 
Britain, in an attempt to remedy the ills of 
social inequality and establish a just and 
more equal society for the whole population. 

It came with the recognition that 
philanthropy was not sufficient in changing 
the country for the better, and only action 
by the government on behalf of the whole 
nation would confront the significant 
challenges that would have to be faced. It 
was a radical and wide-ranging report, laying 
the foundations for our understanding of the 
Welfare State, and recognising that the time 
was right for lasting change for the good of 
all. 

As Beveridge wrote: 

'Now, when the war is abolishing landmarks 
of every kind, is the opportunity for using 
experience in a clear field. A revolutionary 
moment in the world's history is a time for 
revolutions, not for patching.'

These reforms were taken up by the 
newly-elected Labour government in 1945 
headed by Clement Atlee, and the fruits of its 
genius are still evident today, not least in the 
continuing gift of the National Health Service 
which was founded in 1948 – which we’ve 
all had special reason to give thanks for, with 
renewed gratitude, these past months. 

This year marks the seventy-eighth 
anniversary of the Beveridge Report, and 
we might conclude given the challenges, 
uncertainties and dislocation generated by the 
events of this year that such a hopeful, radical 
and godly vision for the flourishing of all is 
equally needed in our own time. Although 
the nation’s response to the Coronavirus 
pandemic has brought many stories of 
encouragement not least in the fellowship, 
servant-heartedness and generosity of 
individuals and communities across the land, 
it has also exposed many persistent problems 
which demand resolution. 

Hence, it is a matter of shame that the 
heaviest burdens have one again fallen 
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on those most ill-equipped to bear them, 
evidenced by the higher death tolls in areas 
of poverty and deprivation. There are also the 
challenges that families have had to secure 
funding for meals during the lockdown, 
the huge increase in demand for Universal 
Credit claims, and the agonising choice that 
many in precarious employment have faced 
in choosing to prioritise their health or the 
security of their jobs. These are realities that 
cannot be ignored. It seems clear that decisive 
action is needed if as a country we are not to 
fail those who need help, encouragement and 
care in days that lie ahead, particularly as the 
reduction in the government’s ‘job-retention’ 
scheme poses the threat of a huge rise in 
unemployment, which will only exacerbate 
the challenges that the pandemic has exposed.

From an awareness of such challenges 
we might quite rightly ask the question; 
how will the sense of togetherness and the 
generosity of spirit we have experienced 
resolve to make changes for the better as we 
move forward? Are we prepared to accept 
a return to seeming normality? Or will we 
have courage to confidently and prayerfully 
make changes that will see the resurgence of 
an understanding of the common good that 
will help shape a just, righteous and hopeful 
future? 

If we look to the life of Jesus we are 
confronted, almost scandalously, by the way 
in which his words and his actions revealed 
a different way of living. The gospels record 
time and time again stories of how through 
Jesus – who he was and what he did - the 
goodness and grace of God overflowed 
into the lives of those who came to him for 
instruction, healing, forgiveness, comfort 
and assurance. He criticised the political 
and religious leaders of his day for their lack 
of concern for the poor, the helpless, the 
marginalised and the outcast, he associated 
with people respectable society actively 
ignored, and associated with those whom 
he knew would bring his credibility into 

question. As such, in Jesus a new community 
emerged, as his disciples came to recognise 
that with God all things were possible, the 
one who commended to them a way of living 
marked by love, openness, kindness and an 
unfaltering care for each other. 

Moreover, Jesus told his followers that 
by doing these things, somehow through 
them the Kingdom of God would come near 
– would arrive and make itself known. A 
Kingdom in which all were invited to find a 
welcome and the promise of new life, given 
in all its fulness. This is what we hear spoken 
in the first words recorded as being given at 
the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5.1-11), 
as Jesus tells the huge crowd gathered around 
him who are worthy of special attention by 
God. 

These are not the wealthy, the powerful, the 
elite or the esteemed, those whom so-often 
the world celebrates as successful, rather 
those who are ‘blessed’ (or ‘congratulated’, 
as one biblical translation puts it) are the 
destitute, the bereaved, the sad, the hopeless, 
the persecuted, the meek and those who 
work for justice. They are words which 
speak of a different sort of world and society, 
where God’s loving purposes are revealed 
in how the normal order of things is turned 
completely upside down, when we are 
prompted to consider how we need to model 
in our lives a different way of perceiving 
what success and advancement look like. It 
was such characteristics that marked out the 
life of the early church in the years following 
Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension, 
as they took to heart what it meant to live, 
work, and pray in a way that made real what 
they believed. As we read in the Acts of the 
Apostles (2.43-47): 

‘Awe came upon everyone, because many 
wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. All who believed were together and 
had all things in common; they would sell 

Continued on page 6
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their possessions and goods and distribute 
the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day 
by day, as they spent much time together in 
the temple, they broke bread at home and 
ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 
praising God and having the goodwill of all 
the people. And day by day the Lord added 
to their number those who were being saved.’

The earliest Christians knew that because of 
what they believed, things had to be different, 
so that others could experience something 
of God’s love for themselves, manifested in 
what they did to show it to others. Might this 
witness be a reminder to us today, as people 
of faith to seek such a renewal of solidarity 
and well-being in every aspect of life, 
particularly as we look to whatever the future 
might hold? How might we be able to do our 
part in helping this come about? What might 
we be able to do locally, within our families, 
friendships of wider networks to speak and 
live, with dignity and compassion, as those 
who believe a different way is possible? 

Let us pray that God might grant to us 
all, and indeed those who will bear the 
responsibility for such decisions, the resolve 
and will to make it so. 

With my prayers for the Lord’s blessing 
and protection for you and yours, 
As ever,

Post-Script
It continues to be very good to have the 
chance to speak with so many from our 
congregation and community as we persist 
through the current restrictions. Please do not 
hesitate to get in touch if I can be of any help 
or support, or indeed if there is anything that 
I can remember in my prayers on your behalf. 
If I have not been able to get in touch with 
you, this is not deliberate but due to not having 
access to your phone number and/or email, so 

please do ring or send me a message; it will 
be lovely to have the chance to talk to you. 

If you know of any who are sick, struggling 
or isolated at this time, again please do get 
in touch. I have been touched to hear many 
accounts of people doing their best to support 
one another during this time. May God bless 
all the ways in which love and concern 
continues to be demonstrated through our 
care for each other. Pray for each other, as I 
keep on praying for you. 

LET'S PRAY FOR 
ARNSIDE

Lord God
We know that you 

love us and love the 
world. We thank you for 
the many blessings that 
you shower upon us every day.
We place all our cares and concerns before 
you. 
We especially pray for this village of 
Arnside: for everyone who lives and works 
here, and for the
many visitors to this beautiful place.
Be close to those who are sick, bereaved, 
lonely, or
afraid. Enable everyone to know your peace, 
your comfort, and your love.
We make our prayer in the name of Jesus, 
who is our risen Lord.   Amen
PRAY TOGETHER EVERY THURSDAY 

7.00PM

SCHOOL LEAVERS BIBLES
If you would like to make a donation to the 
School Bible Fund (for the gift of a Bible to 
all Year 6 leavers at our two parish church 
schools), as in previous years, please do be in 
touch with Alan Mitchell, the PCC Treasurer 
- alanjeanmitchell@hotmail.co.uk - and 
send any donations to him. Thank you very 
much in advance! His address also appears 
on page 8. 
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St James Church, Arnside
CONTACTS

Priest in Charge:    Revd. Andrew Bryan Norman   (015395) 62355
    email: revdabn@gmail.com       
Churchwardens:        Mr Ian Service     (01524) 762019
    Mr Barry Hogg     (01524) 761980
Headteacher:     Mr Nick Sharp, Arnside National C.E.School  (01524) 761159

Storth Village Church
Priest in Charge:  Revd. Andrew Bryan Norman   (015395) 62355
Headteacher:  Mr Simon Brabant, Storth C.of E.School (015395) 62517
St James’ Parish Church: Registered Charity in England & Wales.  Registered Charity  No. 1143293.

FROM OUR SCHOOLS

Please hold our schools in your thoughts and prayers at this 
difficult time especially as some pupils may start to return. 

We ask God’s blessing on our head teachers, staff and pupils at 
Arnside and Storth, that they and their families will be safe. We 
also pray for staff and pupils at Beetham.

We ask God’s blessing on parents and families as they face the 
challenges and anxieties of the present time. 

Arnside National School
Headteacher, Mr N. Sharp 

Storth School
Headteacher, Mr S Brabant

We forget that we do not inherit the earth from our parents, 
but we borrow it from our children.  This world is not ours 
to despoil and destroy. It is the gift of God, and through its 
fecundity and beauty, is one of the chief ways in which God 
speaks to all nations.      Andrew Dotchin
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
If you are making cheques payable to 
the Church please can you ensure that 

you use the following in the Payee 
address: Arnside St James’ PCC

Every year during the third week in July 
we celebrate our Patron, Saint James. 

 This year, it would not be right to 
make a general Saint James’ Day appeal across 
the village as has been the tradition in recent 
years. However, we know that some of those 
who support the work of the church faithfully, 
wish to  do so, and envelopes  marked St 

St James’ Day 
2020

James’ Day can be delivered to the PCC 
Treasurer Alan Mitchell, Pennard House, 
Uplands Drive, Arnside or Churchwarden, 
Ian Service, 49 Church Hill, Arnside. 
This comes with our prayers for you and 
your loved ones. 
May the Lord bless and keep us all. 

St James P.C.C.

KING’S FOODBANK, KENDAL 
(http://www.kingsfoodbank.org.uk/)

Please see a message below from Jude and 
Chris Bratt: 
One of the casualties of the present 
restrictions has been our regular collections 
of food for King's Food Bank in Kendal. 

Chris and Jude would like to thank 
everyone who has been so generous in 
sending cheques in lieu of food donations. 
Jude explains that she does not know 
everyone personally who has sent a donation, 
but they want to thank you most sincerely for 
your amazing generosity. Sadly, the need for 
the food bank is as vital as ever, particularly 
as shops and small businesses have closed 
down and many have laid off staff. The Food 
Bank has already seen a rise in referrals so 
your donations have been vital. 

Having money enables the organisers at 
the Foodbank to buy things that are in short 
supply.

If you would like to contribute in this 
way, please post a cheque or drop one, made 
payable to Kings Food Bank, through our 
letterbox (which falls into a locked box) at 
47 Church Hill, Arnside LA5 0DW. 
We will then send them directly to the 
manager. We thank you for your continuing 
support.  Chris & Jude Bratt

UPDATE FROM KINGS FOOD 
BANK NEWSLETTER JUNE
The June newsletter from the food bank 
points out that by the end of May the number 
of referrals had increased by 23% compared 
to the same period last year and that they 
had provided 13,010 meals in total from the 
beginning of the year.

The organisers have been amazed at the 
generosity of so many people who have 
made donations either financially or by way 
of food. Obviously, due to the circumstances, 
they have had to change the way they operate 
and some of the volunteers have taken a 
temporary break from helping, keeping 
themselves safe. Recently the team received 
the following thank you and it is worth 
sharing this with you so you can see how 
valuable and needed this work is:

“I can not thank you enough for my food 
delivery today, yesterday I was in tears 
wondering how I was going to feed my 
children. These are hard times for many 
people and this is the first time I have ever 
had to ask for help. So very grateful ........”

In the Bible in the Book of Hebrews, 
Chapter 13, verse 16 it reads: “Don’t forget 
to do good and to share with those in need.”

Once again, thank you all for your 
continuing generosity.
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 CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
 from the Parochial Church  
 Council of St James, Arnside

Following the Government's announcement 
that places of worship would be permitted 

to open for private prayer from 15th June, 
and as a preparation for carrying out a full 
risk assessment, Andrew convened a suitably 
socially distanced meeting of the Standing 
Committee recently.

After a lengthy and wide ranging 
discussion of the current state of the 
Coronavirus pandemic nationally, the 
particular circumstances pertaining to the 
north-west region, the specific difficulties 
of providing safe and controlled access to 
an ancient building and our responsibilities 
regarding the health and well-being of 
everyone who enters that building, it was 
unanimously agreed that at the current 
time we are unable to open the church 
building of St James for private prayer. This 
recommendation was supported unanimously 
by the Parochial Church Council through an 
email conversation over the last few days.

Opening the church for private prayer, as 
has been suggested, would require volunteers 
to steward the church (so as to ensure the 
integrity of any designated areas) and to 
thoroughly clean and sanitise accessed areas 
after each 'visit'. The vast majority of our 
volunteers are themselves in a vulnerable 
category, for whom we have a duty of care.

There is nothing we would like more - 
both individually and collectively - than to 
see the church open for worship and for all 
the other things that make it a holy and sacred 
place. Justified by the fact that we endeavour 
to keep St James’ open on a daily basis 
throughout the year, as a sign and symbol 
of God’s welcome, care and love for us all. 
However, our prime concern must always be 
the health and welfare of all who enter the 
building.

In the current climate we are not confident 
that we can guarantee this. We have agreed 
that we will convene, as appropriate, to review 
the situation, listening to advice given by the 
House of Bishops and through the Diocese 
of Carlisle, so that when circumstances allow 
we will recommend that we make the church 
available for prayer as a first step on the long 
road to a full re-opening (bearing in mind that 
we must all be prepared for a very different 
environment for worship for the foreseeable    
future). We have also started preparations 
for the provision of PPE resources (hand 
sanitiser and dispensers, plastic gloves, anti-
bacterial spray, paper towels etc.) so that we 
will be ready when the time to reopen the 
church building is right.

However, following advice from the House 
of Bishops that Funerals are now permitted 
to take place in church buildings again from 
15th June, we have concluded that this will 
be permitted inside the church building. We 
are confident that these can be managed in 
a controlled, time-limited, socially distanced 
and safe manner, so as to offer comfort and 
proclaim the hope that lies at the heart of our 
Christian faith.

We hope you will understand that our 
decisions are a positive response to an ever 
changing situation. Our decision to meet, 
as appropriate, to review the situation is an 
indication that we are aware that we need to 
be flexible in our thinking.

Let us continue to pray for all those in 
responsibility both in Government and in 
the Church England, both nationally and 
locally, who are called to make decisions on 
our behalf, that the Lord might give them 
wisdom, prudence and a right judgement in 
all things. We pray also that in our own lives 
of prayer and devotion at home we might 
continue to know the presence of the risen 
Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit, that 
together as ‘living stones’ we might be ‘built 
into a spiritual house’ acceptable to God our 
heavenly Father. (cf. 1 Peter 2.5).
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COLLECTS and READINGS 
for SUNDAYS IN JULY & AUGUST

The Fourth Sunday after 
Trinity - Sunday 5th July
Zechariah 9.9-12
Psalm 145.8-15 Romans 7.15-25a 
Matthew 11.16-19,25-30

O God, the protector of all who trust in 
you, without whom nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy: increase and multiply upon 
us your mercy;
that with you as our ruler and guide
we may so pass through things temporal
that we lose not our hold on things eternal;
grant this, heavenly Father,
for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Fifth Sunday after Trinity - 
Sunday 12th July
Isaiah 55.10-13,  Psalm 65.[1-7]8-13 
Romans 8.1-11 
Matthew 13.1-9,18-23

Almighty and everlasting God,
by whose Spirit the whole body of the 
Church
is governed and sanctified:
hear our prayer which we offer for all your 
faithful people, that in their vocation and 
ministry
they may serve you in holiness and truth
to the glory of your name;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Sixth Sunday after Trinity - 
Sunday 19th July
Wisdom of Solomon 12.13,16-19 or Isaiah 
44.6-8 Psalm 86.11-17
Romans 8.12-25
Matthew 13.24-30,36-43

Merciful God,
you have prepared for those who love you
such good things as pass our understanding:
pour into our hearts such love toward you
that we, loving you in all things and above 
all things, may obtain your promises,
which exceed all that we can desire;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Seventh Sunday after 
Trinity - Sunday 26th July
1 Kings 3.5-12
Psalm 119.129-136 
Romans 8.26-39 
Matthew 13.31-33, 44-52

Lord of all power and might,
the author and giver of all good things:
graft in our hearts the love of your name, 
increase in us true religion,
nourish us with all goodness,
and of your great mercy keep us in the 
same; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
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The Eighth Sunday after Trinity 
Sunday 2nd August
Isaiah 55.1-5
Psalm 145.8-9,15-22 
Romans 9.1-5 Matthew 14.13-21

Almighty Lord and everlasting God,
we beseech you to direct, sanctify and 
govern both our hearts and bodies
in the ways of your laws
and the works of your commandments;
that through your most mighty protection, 
both here and ever, we may be preserved in 
body and soul;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

COLLECTS and READINGS for SUNDAYS IN 
JULY & AUGUST

The Ninth Sunday after Trinity - 
Sunday 9 August
1 Kings 19.9-18 
Psalm 85.8-13 
Romans 10.5-15 
Matthew 14.22-33

Almighty God,
who sent your Holy Spirit
to be the life and light of your Church:
open our hearts to the riches of your grace, 
that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit 
in love and joy and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Tenth Sunday after Trinity - 
Sunday 16th August
Isaiah 56.1,6-8
Psalm 67
Romans 11.1-2a,29-32 
Matthew 15.10-28

Let your merciful ears, O Lord,
be open to the prayers of your humble 
servants; and that they may obtain their 
petitions
make them to ask such things as shall please 
you; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

The Eleventh Sunday after 
Trinity - Sunday 23rd August
Isaiah 51.1-6 
Psalm 138, Romans 12.1-8, 
Matthew 16.13-20

O God, you declare your almighty power
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity:
mercifully grant to us such a measure of 
your grace, that we, running the way of your 
commandments, may receive your gracious 
promises,
and be made partakers of your heavenly 
treasure; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit,
one God, now and 
for ever.
Amen.
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COLLECTS and 
READINGS 

for SUNDAYS 
IN JULY & 
AUGUST

Cont’d

The Twelfth Sunday after 
Trinity - Sunday 30th August
Jeremiah 15.15-21 
Psalm 26.1-8 
Romans 12.9-21 
Matthew 16.21-28

Brian Draper considers blessing in the 
pandemic. ©Parish Pump

There is a Hasidic tale which evokes 
Deuteronomy 11:18, and seems 

especially apt for now:
‘The pupil comes to the rabbi and asks, 
“Why does Torah tell us to ‘place these 

words upon our hearts’? Why does it not 
tell us to place these holy words in our 

hearts?”
‘The rabbi answers, 

“It is because as we are, our hearts are 
closed, and we cannot place the holy 

words in our hearts. So, we place them 
on top of our hearts. And there they stay, 
until, one day, the heart breaks, and the 

words fall in.”’
It’s often the case that our own 

breakthroughs seem to happen when we, 
ourselves, break open, isn’t it? 

This has been, without doubt, a time of 
breaking open; if not for us personally, then 
almost certainly for some of those we know 
and love.

Why sometimes you need a 
broken heart

Almighty and everlasting God,
you are always more ready to hear than we 
to pray
and to give more than either we desire or 
deserve:
pour down upon us the abundance of your 
mercy, forgiving us those things of which 
our conscience is afraid and giving us those 
good things
which we are not worthy to ask
but through the merits and mediation
of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

And we’re all affected, in different ways. 
We’ve all experienced disorientation. We’ve 
all lost direct contact with people we love. 
Many still have no physical contact with 
others. There’s a place for keeping calm 
and carrying on, but there’s time enough to 
honour sorrow, too.

The words of the Aaronic blessing have 
flowed so beautifully through the world, in 
song, this season. So often, it’s when ‘all is 
well’ that we perceive God’s blessing in our 
lives. But how resonant, those words, from 
within a place where all is not?

Perhaps we can treasure those words 
that may have rested gently on our hearts, 
awaiting the time they fall a little further 
into place. May we thus be open, within this 
historic opening. And may, indeed:

‘the LORD bless you
and keep you;

the LORD make his face 
shine on you

and be gracious to you;
the LORD turn his face 

towards you
and give you peace.’
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JOINT STATEMENT BY 
THE ARCHBISHOPS OF 
CANTERBURY AND YORK
Following the horrific and unjust death 
of George Floyd  on   the streets of  
Minneapolis on  25 May and the subsequent 
protests for justice and liberation across 
the world, the Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York have published the following 
statement. 

It serves as a reminder to us all of 
the need to play our part in combatting 
the scourge and sin of racism where it 
presents itself, as we pray afresh for the 
coming of God’s peaceable, righteous 
and loving Kingdom where there is the 
promise of life and flourishing for all. 

In doing so we echo the cry of the 
prophet Amos (5.24):

‘But let justice roll down like waters, 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing 

stream.’

“Recent events in the United States of 
America have once again drawn public 
attention to the ongoing evil of white 
supremacy. Systemic racism continues to 
cause incalculable harm across the world. 
Our hearts weep for the suffering caused 
– for those who have lost their lives, those 
who have experienced persecution, those 
who live in fear. God’s justice and love 
for all creation demands that this evil is 
properly confronted and tackled. Let us 
be clear: racism is an affront to God. It 
is born out of ignorance, and must be 
eradicated. We all bear the responsibility 
and must play our part to eliminate this 
scourge on humanity.
As Doctor Martin Luther King Jr said, 
“In a real sense, we are all caught in an 
inescapable network of mutuality, tied in 
a single garment of destiny. Therefore, 

injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.” We pray that God’s abounding 
wisdom, compassion and love will guide leaders 
across the world to forge a better society.”

You might find the following prayer helpful 
to offer to God at this time: 

Lord God, 
creator of all people,
may your Son who suffered the inhumanity of 
the cross,
comfort us in our anxiety and in our horror,
in times that take our breath away.
May your Holy Spirit inspire us to repentance 
and to action in dismantling the virus of 
racism, 
from within the Church, our nation and world. 
This was ask for the sake of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 
      Amen. 
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Visit the C of E online page
There is now a range of digital 

resources for to you connect with God 
at this difficult time.  These include:

Time to Pray app: 
https://www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps/
time-to-pray
which is free and has an accompanying 
daily audio offering on SoundCloud and 
iTunes.

Mental health reflections: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/
faith-action/mental-health-resources/
supporting-good-mental-health

Tips to tackle isolation:
 https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-
action/mental-health-resources/dealing-
loneliness-and-isolation-five-top-tips

More details at:  
https://www.churchofengland.org/
more/media-centre/church-online

SAINT OF THE MONTH:
7th July: St Boisil of 
Melrose, patron saint of 
ordinands?

DAILY HOPE PHONE LINE
The Church of England has developed a 
national free phone line to help support 
those who might feel particularly isolated 
at this time, especially if they have no 
access to the internet. The phone number 
is 

0800 804 8044 
and provides a collection of readings, 
prayers and hymns that can be listened to, 
all of which will be updated regularly. If 
you know of anyone who might appreciate 
this service, please do let them know the 
phone number and pray that it will be a 
blessing to many.

Have you ever noticed how life-enhancing 
good ministers are? St Boisil (d.c.661) 
should be their patron saint. He did nothing 
spectacular, but he did everything that 
mattered.

Boisil was a monk who became abbot of 
Melrose, in the Irish monastic tradition. 
Boisil knew about God – he had spent years 
in study, and this earned him respect. 

Boisil walked with God – his transparent 
holiness made people love and trust him. 
Boisil could hear God speak – he was so 
open to God’s Spirit that he was even given 
the gift of prophecy, which is God speaking 
through one person into specific situations in 
other people’s lives.   

Knowledge of God, obedience to God, and 
a prophetic gift from God. It is faithful 
Christians such as Boisil who have kept the 
Church going over the centuries. 

Sadly, in 661 Boisil caught the plague. He 
spent his last hours on earth reading St John’s 
gospel with Cuthbert, another Celtic monk, 
who also caught the plague. 

Boisil prophesied that Cuthbert would live, 
but that he would die. But this did not trouble 
him: Boisil knew in whom he believed and 
was looking forward to finally seeing his 
beloved Master, face to face.
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FROM THE EDITOR

The deadline for the September magazine is 
Monday, 3rd August, 2020.
You can email me on  -  
sandy.felton@btopenworld.com 

PARISH NEWS

IMPORTANT PLEASE NOTE
If you are writing cheques for the treasurer 
please can you make them payable to: 
ARNSIDE PCC                    Thankyou.

PARISH GIVING
Alan has been contacted by several 
parishoners regarding their WEEKLY 
giving. Obviously, with the church closed 
those parishoners who hand in their 
envelopes each week have not been able 
to do so. 
One way forward is to save up the 
envelopes each week until we return, or to 
periodically make a donation by cheque 
and send it to Alan. 
He suggests you put your cheque in 
one of your giving envelopes (this has 
your unique number on it) and write 
on the envelope the dates for which the 
donation refers. This is important for 
those parishoners who gift aid and is 
needed to RECLAIM the tax.

His address is: Mr A Mitchell, Pennard 
House, Uplands Drive, Redhills Road, 
Arnside, LA5 0AS.

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Please see the letter from the PCC on page 
9 regarding opening the church for private 
prayer. As the statement from the PCC 
makes clear, as circumstances allow we 
will convene to review the situation and 
continue to be flexible in our thinking. Sadly, 
at the time of writing it has been decided 
to continue to keep the church closed. As 
from 15th June, Funerals are now allowed 
to take place in church and the PCC has 
concluded that this will be permitted as we 
are confident that these can be managed in a 
controlled, time-limited, socially distanced 
and safe manner.

CHURCH MAGAZINE
We have continued to circulate the 
magazine as widely as possible during the 
previous few months. When we are able to 
resume printed copies it is envisaged that 
we will continue to provide digital copies 
to those who would prefer it and printed for 
those who want to continue to receive the 
magazine in the traditional way. 

STEWARDSHIP & ONLINE 
GIVING
Please note that this month there is an 
appendix after page 16 (just before the 
adverts) on Stewardship & Online Giving. 
As this is an important issue we have put 
the whole document in as an appendix 
rather than abridge it. 
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Prayer is not an argument with God to 
persuade Him to move things our way, 

but an exercise by which we are enabled 
by His spirit to move things His way. 

(Anon)

The queue
While waiting in a long 
queue early one morning for 
the supermarket to open for 
us ‘seniors’, I was surprised 
to see a young man saunter 
along and try to cut in at the 
front of the queue. A furious 
old lady waved her cane at 
him, and he quickly backed 
away.

A moment later, the young 
man tried again. He managed 
to dodge the old lady, but then 
two men started shouting at 
him. Again, the young man 
backed away.

But he wasn’t giving up, 
and soon the young man 
approached the queue for the 
third time. 

By now, all of us pensioners 
were ready for him, an angry 
wall of opposition.

The young man stood there 
for a moment, and then 
shrugged his shoulders. "If 
you people won't let me 
unlock the door, none of you 
will ever get in to shop."

Think there might be a moral 
in that tale somewhere! 
Perhaps to do with 
assumptions.

CUMBRIA CORONAVIRUS PRAYER
The ecumenical Cumbria Spirituality group have composed 
this prayer for the current time, it might be useful in your 
daily prayers and devotions.
Loving God, as your Son healed the sick and brought 
good news to the needy be with us this day.
Loving Jesus as you taught us to
‘Do unto others as you would have them do to you’ be 
with all the medical staff this day.
Bring your healing fire to our homes,
our hospitals and our county,
but most of all, be with us this day. 
      Amen.



APPENDIX 1
STEWARDSHIP AND ONLINE GIVING

Last month, clergy and PCC treasurers across the Diocese were invited to join in an online 
seminar (webinar) presented by Ric Jacques and Sophie Hodge, respectively Head of Finance 
and Stewardship Enabler for the Diocese of Carlisle. The purpose of the gathering was to 
provide some information about how the Diocese is coping with the significant pressures 
posed by the ongoing situation, and some encouragement as we look to the future. 

The session began with Ric Jacques offering a short overview of how the Diocese has been 
affected by developments in recent months, and how this relates to the financial position 
of churches across the county. For those churches that derive the majority of their income 
through Standing Orders (which has long been recognised as the ideal) the financial impact 
will not have been as severe as those dependent on envelopes or via the collection plate. 
Moreover, the loss of the ability for some churches to host fundraising events or through the 
rentals of church rooms has resulted in a serious financial impact for many parishes across the 
Diocese. Undeniably, all parishes will be facing heightened financial pressures at this time, 
leaving difficulties that will need to be navigated into the future. 

These local effects obviously have an impact on the Diocese and especially upon the total 
receipts from parishes via the Parish Offer, which had already fallen by around £100,000 (a 
11-13% reduction on what was anticipated) and is likely to decline further. This is requiring 
the Diocese to draw upon its limited reserves, but like any institution this cannot last forever. 
In responses, the Diocese has furloughed around half of the staff at Church House, frozen 
recruitment to new posts which are not funded externally (i.e. by the national church), and 
consulted on voluntary redundancy. This is all very sensible, but worrying and highlights the 
precariousness of the position going forward. 

We depend on the Diocese for a great deal and for several administration functions, including: 
to support and develop church schools, for clergy salaries and pensions, for lay and ordained 
training, missional initiatives, property, finance (the list goes on). If parishes become less able 
to fund the Diocese and the costs of ministry these are likely to be affected. I know from my 
own experience the limited staff that the Diocese has to perform all these essential functions 
and that those at Church House do an excellent job in supporting the work of ministry in so 
many ways. 

As a further response to these issues, the Bishop’s Council has set up a Task Group  to look at 
what things might be like (in terms of finance and ministry) going forward; a process which 
is taking place within the broader framework of the Diocesan Vision Refresh work. Please do 
remember this work in the coming weeks and months in your prayers. 

The national Church of England through the Church Commissioners is seeking to make 
added funding available for Dioceses and Cathedrals, reallocating some of its other funding 
to address the problems created by the current situation. However, this will be unable to cover 
all the demands that will be placed upon it, and will not cover the shortfall in each Diocese. 



Part of our response to this has to be trying to ensure that we maintain (as much as is able) our 
individual parochial contributions through Parish Offer, which are essential in supporting the 
work of the Church in Cumbria both locally and across the Diocese. 

In response to this Sophie Hodge then talked about why it was timely, even at the moment, 
that churches and individuals contemplated their stewardship, she offered the following 
theological points: 

1. If  we read 2 Corinthians 8, Saint Paul tells us of the generosity of the church in 
Macedonia, when asked by him to support other parts of the early Christian Church. We 
read in verse 2, ‘for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme 
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part’. To be generous then in 
supporting the work of the Church, even in times of difficulty, is what it means to know our 
belonging to each other (and the wider church) as members of the body of Christ. 
2. While church buildings have been closed, the work of ministry has continued, and as 
such the costs have continued. 
3. Within the life of the church, giving is not (or should not) be a simple commercial 
transaction, but rather as Christians we are called to mirror in our own lives the same self-
giving generosity that was the hallmark of Christ’s life and ministry (‘Let the same mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself taking the form of a slave, being 
born in human likeness’ - Philippians 2.5-7). Our challenge is to be generous and responsible, 
modelling in our lives the loving service that we see in Jesus. 

After this there was some discussion about various options to help churches encourage 
stewardship at the current time, all of which was very useful. This included an in depth look 
at various options for encouraging online giving, which is becoming more of a priority for 
churches to plan for as we go forward. For better or worse our society is moving to be free 
of cash and cheques, something which we might find is accelerated further by the effects of 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

Therefore, we need to think ahead to this new context and make sure that we are ready for 
the demands it might place upon us. These changes obviously are hugely variable across the 
country, but even here in Cumbria (where cash/cheques have remained resilient) we might 
find our current situation leads to us seeing further signs of these change. For this reason, the 
Church of England is planning a national programme of helping churches prepare for this, 
hoping to have at least 50% of its parishes accepting digital payments over the next year. I 
imagine we can expect more on this in due course. Whatever our views on this change, the 
world, as it always has, is changing, and we will need to ensure that carefully and prudently 
adapt too. 

As part of this response, with the help of the Diocese we have been able to establish a way 
of enabling online donations to the work of our parish church here in Arnside. This can 
be done by following the link https://bit.ly/ArnsideStJames OR by visiting our parish’s ‘A 
Church Near You’ page.     
       Rev’d Andrew B Norman


















