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Wednesday 6 May 2020 

Dear friends of Holy Trinity and Christ the King churches, 

Some of you will have heard me say, in the internet service, that I’ve learned a new word: we’re not 

simply on an emotional rollercoaster, but a “Corona-coaster”! But we are also coming to terms with 

the fact that this is not some 3-minute adventure, but a lengthy journey.  

Yesterday afternoon the House of Bishops met via Zoom, and welcomed some signs of hope and 

improvement in the current situation. So they’ve agreed in principle to a phased lifting of our 

restrictions, but no dates have been set as yet. At any rate, a return to public worship would not be 

until the third phase they’d laid out. (The first phase would be for clergy to have very limited access 

to church buildings again, and the second phase would allow some “rites and ceremonies”.) 

The Bishop of London, Dame Sarah Mullally said yesterday, “We are hugely grateful for all that our 

churches … have been doing to support the Government’s message to stay at home, to support the 

NHS, and to save lives.” And for my part I am so proud that whilst doing that, you are finding ways to 

nourish yourselves spiritually at home, using our parish resources, internet, radio, tv, etc. 

What is harder to bear, however, is that we don’t see one another regularly, to catch up on news, 

and simply to share the ups and downs of daily life together. How can we “encourage one another” 

and “spur one another on to good deeds” if we are not “meeting together”, as the letter to the 

Hebrews (chapter 10: 24-25) urges us to do? Well, this week we’re going to try Zoom again – this 

time with a Zoom coffee morning, Saturday 10.00 – 11.30. We plan to do this every week in May, 

and you can join by telephone as well as by computer. More details are on the next page. If you can, 

please help us pay for the Zoom upgrade by increasing your standing order, or topping up your 

giving with one-off texts of £5 each (HTPLATE to 70450 or CTKPLATE to 70460).  

We’ve also decided to resume publishing a weekly bulletin – let Ruth or Janice know if you’d like to 

send just a couple of lines of greeting out in this way – to be published online and shared by email. 

(We’ll also send a print version once a month to those who don’t have email.) We’ll use first names 

for prayer requests unless you yourself give us permission to use your full name. 

As we’ve done since lockdown began, I’m also enclosing a page of information about upcoming 

events. Please notice the Ascension Day Agape Meal (in which we break bread at home), and various 

Daily Prayer initiatives during Ascension-tide (“Thy Kingdom Come”). I’m also happy to say that our 

guest preacher for Trinity Sunday, the Dean of our Cathedral, has promised us a sermon whether or 

not we are back in church (if not, he’ll send it to me to share with you online, and play over the 

phone). So we have things to look forward to!  

Risen Christ, faithful shepherd of your Father’s sheep: teach us to hear your voice and to follow your 

command, that all your people may be gathered into one flock, to the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

God bless you and keep you! In love, Ruth 
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UPCOMING EVENTS – MAY 2020 

THURSDAY (7 May) 
 
7 pm Telephone social gathering – contact us for joining details  

FRIDAY (8 May) – 75th anniversary of VE Day 
 
9 am The Bishop and the Lord Lieutenant of Bedfordshire 

11 am National two minutes’ silence (a candle will be lit at the Vicarage on YouTube Live) 
 
3 pm Evensong from St Albans Cathedral  

THURSDAY 14 May – funeral for Christine Gaules 
You might like to light a candle at 2.45 pm. You can also light a ‘virtual’ candle with prayers at 

https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/funerals/light-candle-remember-someone 

EVERY SUNDAY  

9.30 am Eucharist on our own YouTube channel or via Facebook 

7.05 pm Telephone service – contact us for joining details.  

 When you are asked your name, please state your name and church.  

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

7.30 pm Eucharist on our YouTube channel and shared on Facebook 

EVERY SATURDAY 

10 am coffee morning by phone and Zoom – contact us for joining details 

THURSDAY 21 May – Ascension Day 

5.30 pm Agape Meal, suitable for all ages on our YouTube channel and shared on Facebook  

EVERY DAY from 21 – 31 May  (Ascensiontide – Thy Kingdom Come) 
 
8.45 am Let’s start the day “together” by praying the Lord’s Prayer at 8.45 am. You might like to 
emphasise the words, thy kingdom come. We will also post a prayer video every day on the internet. 
 
7 pm Daily meditation by conference call – contact us for joining details. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/life-events/funerals/light-candle-remember-someone

