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‘Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.’ (Matthew 28:19)

News from the Diocese of Hereford and the 17
Parishes around Stottesdon, Ditton Priors and
Highley

Editorial
As we move on to the future - coming out of lockdown - our lives will be different – we need to venture forth
with caution but also with confidence, to reconnect with family and friends to return to some semblance of
normality.
This month we see schools reopening for some pupils on 1st June and others later in the month.
Plans and arrangements have been put in place by the staff to ensure social distancing is maintained for
the safety of the children and staff.
This will be a steep learning curve for all and in particular for the new children who are transferring from
Pre-school and those in year 1, who wish to play with their friends. We are thinking of the staff who have
been preparing the school premises for the return and also the parents and others who will be transporting
the pupils to and from school. New ways of arriving, setting down and collecting will have been established
so that the entry and exit of all will be safe.
From the middle of the month groups of six people can start to meet outside maintaining social distancing
and local beauty spots and leisure areas are slowly reopening as will retail shops. Other services will
gradually get back to seeing clients, however……..
The lockdown restrictions are being lifted on a planned basis and will depend on the way Covid-19 behaves
in our communities, sooooo……
Stay Alert – Control the Virus – Save Lives
Lastly - a young person asked me the other day what VE stands for. Victory in Europe.
Ed

Thanks to Robert Munday for this great
pic – taken with mobile phone through his
astronomer’s telescope
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More things to do, places to go!
Did any of our readers go virtual visiting last month? How was it? For June, some fresh
ideas…
The Shropshire Historic Churches Trust thank everyone for
supporting the Trust and the Gardens Open scheme, and sent links to
videos of preparations for last year’s opening of Westwood House,
and of Fox Hollow, Shrawardine, on an early morning. They look
forward to resuming the Gardens Open scheme in 2021. The SHCT
organises the annual Ride and Stride weekend, which we hope will
happen this September.

Rev David Poyner writes (page 13) of his recent
bell-ringing exploits. Sadly he didn’t provide a
picture, but there are some entertaining videos
about the mysteries of bells and bellringing to be
found on YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4IJGSdn6KNk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lyDCUKsWZs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIy5Upy9NyQ

The National Archives has
put together a great selection
of Boredom Busters to keep
children of all ages entertained,
plus insights into the various
collections. All the things that
we never realised could be so
fascinating.
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“Lockdown?? What’s that??”
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Diocese of Hereford
The latest news from Bishop
Richard

During Lockdown, Bishop Richard
continues to give a fresh video message
each week, which enables us to ‘meet’
him in person, and to enjoy the beautiful
surroundings of Hereford Cathedral.
The most recent message is posted on
the Home page of the Diocese website.
Several of the Bishop’s earlier messages,
together with transcripts, are also on the Talking Points page, though unfortunately this does not appear to
be fully up to date.
There is a great deal of useful, interesting and relevant information elsewhere on the Diocese website, so
well worth exploring.
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Local Businesses are helping us to keep our distance!
We love our local shops, restaurants, pubs – and the people who run them!
Routine local shopping seems to have been a great success – and huge thanks to all who have done so
much to ensure that we and our pets eat and drink through this tricky time. The April and May editions of
Wheatland News listed those suppliers about whom we were told, and their services during lockdown, so
it’s not necessary to repeat the list here.
But now, many local business will be preparing to reopen ‘safely’ in the next couple of weeks. We wish
them all the very best for their preparations and for a successful future.
So just a few mentions ….

Fighting Cocks, Stottesdon
Continues to provide takeaway meals and essential supplies – full details on page 25.

Ridges Farm Flowers
We’ve recently started delivering our flower bunches to Neenton and
the local area 💐💐. Good for cheering up the home when we’re in it so
much at the moment! Bunches are of mixed seasonal flowers grown
sustainably here at Ridges Farm and cost £10 per bunch or 2 for
£15. Delivery is free within 5 miles of WV16 6RQ. There will be a small
charge for delivery to other local areas. If you’re interested, please
email us at enquiries@ridgesfarmflowers.co.uk (or leave a message on
07773020994) and we’ll get back to you. We look forward to hearing
from you and spreading a little joy with flowers.
Margaret and Charlie, Ridges Farm Flowers.’

Pheasant Beer Club
Another new venture for the Pheasant – details on page 11 & 12.

It’s not only the humans ….
….who look forward to the deliveries!!
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The United Benefice of Brown Clee
Rector: Revd Terry Mason

The Vicarage, Ditton Priors, Shropshire, WV16 6SQ
Telephone 01746-712636

St John the Baptist, Ditton Priors, and Holy Trinity, Wheathill &
Loughton
CHURCHWARDENS
Carole Smith: 01746-712474
Mark Smith: 01746-712394

St Michael & All Angels, Aston
Botterell
CHURCHWARDEN
Anne Preece: 01746-787237

St Giles, Chetton
CHURCHWARDENS
Sheila Millington: 01746-789443
June Preece: 01746-789211

All Saints, Neenton
CHURCHWARDENS
Bobbie Jarvis: 01746-787093
Sue Hale: 01746-787650

SS Peter & Paul, Cleobury North
CHURCHWARDENS
Mike Bradbury: 01746-787676
Jane Bufton: 01746-787298

Brown Clee Group News
A big thank you!
To Doug and Karen, Dave Wall and his team, Reg May and colleagues, Parker Motors and Catherine’s
Bakery for their huge support and effort during the lockdown. Stars all. Watch these pages for news of
reopening of other business and especially the Boyne and the Pheasant!

Daily Hope
Mike Teague writes:
The Church of England has launched a free phone line, available to everyone without the need for internet.
Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as full worship services from the Church of
England at the end of a telephone line.
The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up particularly with those
unable to join online church services during the period of restrictions in mind. Options available include
Prayer During the Day and Night Prayer updated daily, from Common Worship, and a recording of the
Church of England weekly national online service. A section called Hymn Line offers callers a small
selection of hymns, updated daily.
I have tried it myself this morning, found the prayers useful and I think it is a very useful addition to Terry’s
weekly prayer services. I hope this is useful and that you are all keeping safe and well.

Aston Botterell News
We expect to be restarting our monthly draw soon.

Copy date for July Wheatland News – please send all contributions to your coordinator no
later than Tuesday 23rd June. As we don’t have to allow time for printing during the lockdown,
we’re able to extend our deadlines, which means more time for news-gathering!
7
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Chetton News
We hope that all our parishioners are keeping well & coping with unusual & difficult times. Our Churches
are still closed at present and the restrictions are quietly beginning to be lifted so we have to be patient. As
we write, it is now possible to meet a family member outside which is a great comfort to people, especially
Grandparents & the older generation.
We have to thank members of our community who are shopping & generally caring for neighbours at the
moment, acts of kindness are so important to us all. Just a phone call can lift someone’s spirits, especially if
they live alone.
As we have said before, if help is needed in any way, please don’t hesitate to ring Sheila, June or Lisa.

Chetton Plant Sale
Rescheduled for Sunday 7th June
10 am until noon
Chetton Village Hall car park
For social distancing, visitors will remain in
their vehicles, and be served one at a time.
If you are interested in attending, please
contact Sue on 789239 to arrange a time
slot so that we can prevent queues and
delays.
Plant list available on request – email
wallsbatch@gmail.com

100 Club – May winners
•
•

Adj McKay £15.00.
Kim Archer £10.00.

Burwarton, Cleobury North, Ditton Priors, Wheathill & Loughton
No news has been received from our friends in these parishes for the June edition of WN.
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Neenton News
May was a big month for birthdays for the residents of Neenton so Belated Birthday Greetings to all.
It was delightful to see lambs joining in with
the VE75 celebrations complementing the
bunting around the village with the union
flag displayed with pride on their backs
while they gambolled around the field
behind the Pheasant Inn.
In addition, celebrations were heard until
late into the evening in some areas of the
village. Support for the NHS and all the frontline workers in other professions has continued on Thursday
evenings.
A big Thankyou from Will Buxton to everyone who supported him and his friends as they took part in a 24hour run to raise funds for The Severn Hospice. This they decided to do in place of the Bridgnorth Walk
which would have taken place on Bank Holiday Monday. Well over £7000 was raised by this group of
people. Well done Will and friends.
Church services remain suspended during the period of lockdown but Rev Mason’s written services are
available online from the Brown Clee Benefice website.

The Pheasant at Neenton
The staff at The Pheasant continue to support us all, keeping the spirit community and assistance alive in
this rural spot.
A new feature of Pheasant services is The Beer Club – Take Away Ale! To book your beer, and find out
details of membership, just email info@pheasantatneenton.co.uk . Beer Club members will receive a
weekly email detailing the beer on offer, a different one each week - £8 to members, £10 non-members.
We are still offering our Take Away meals on a daily basis
with a set menu each day
And the Pheasant Celebration boxes for that special
occasion or to uplift the mood over the weekend are still
available – order by Wednesday for Friday, Saturday and
Sunday. Details on page 12, and also on Pheasant Facebook
page.
To order please ring 01746 787955
https://www.pheasantatneenton.co.uk/take-away-meals/
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Takeaway Meals
Order a delicious meal,
something different each day of
the week. You can cook (full
instructions provided!) and eat
on the day of collection, or you
can freeze it!

Pheasant Platters
Our Platters provide everything you will need for a splendid meal! See our website
for more details.
Celebration Platter – for 2 people, £25
Mezze Platter – for 2 people, £25
Seafood Platter – for 2 people, £30
Cream Tea Platter – for 2 people, £15
And don’t forget the fizz, of course! A bottle of Prosecco £15, or champagne £25
If you’ve someone special who needs something special, just ring 01746-787955
and preorder by Wednesday for collection on Friday, Saturday or Sunday

Win!!!

The Pheasant Beer Club

2 Takeaway Meals and a
bottle of wine!

Takeaway ale – enjoy a different one each
week. 4 pints for £8 to members, £10 to
non-members.
Email
information@pheasantatneenton.co.uk to
book your beer or find out about
membership

Enter our photo
competition on the
Pheasant at Neenton
Facebook page

Contact us ….

01746-787955
information@pheasantatneenton.co.uk
https://www.pheasantatneenton.co.uk/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/PheasantatNeenton/
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Severn Valley Group of Parishes
Rector: Revd Mike Harris

Revd David Poyner, Curate

The Rectory, Highley,
Day off – THURSDAY

St Mary, Billingsley
CHURCHWARDEN
Vacant

Tel 01562 68638 (home) or 0121 204 3997 (work);
email D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk
St Peter, Chelmarsh
CHURCHWARDEN
Derek Arnold: 07956-844854

St Bartholomew, Glazeley
CHURCHWARDENS
Vacant

Billingsley News
Rev David Poyner writes:
Just in time, the news came through; we would be allowed into churches to ring the bells for VE day. Only
one person of course, so no opportunity for chime ringing, but as we only have two bells in Billingsley
church, that was enough. So at 2.55pm on May 8th, I was in our church and rang our bells, one hand on
each rope. If anyone heard them, you will have learnt that I am not very good at bell ringing, but for five
minutes they did a passable impression of going “ding dong”, as I imagine they would have done 75 years
ago. Our bells have a history that goes back much further than that; one is medieval and has been rung for
around 600 years, in peels to celebrate great and small events, tolled to mark sad events or simply chimed,
to tell of a service, whether attended by a crowd or a single person. Chiming out to proclaim that in all
these, God is present.
The VE day celebrations were not as anyone imagined a few weeks ago, but celebrations did take place.
As I went about my work on the Bank Holiday Friday, I saw bunting and flags and indeed the odd tea party,
with all chairs 2m apart! In our communities, there is a pragmatic approach taken to lock-down. We need to
come together from time to time, to celebrate, but also give thanks and reflect. For some, 75 years ago, VE
day had a bitter-sweet flavour. There was still war in the east. Lives had already been changed and there
was a need to look to the future as well as celebrating the moment. Much of that is true today. Perhaps
there is a lesson here from the bells, who tell that in all events, God is with us.

The old church bells are ringing
Can you hear there joyful sound?

And if we would all just respond
So many lessons we may learn

They ring out a message of love
And where peace can be found

The old church bells are ringing
With a loving medley so sweet

The old church bells are ringing
They are calling out to everyone

And if we would only just listen
They can make our lives complete.

David Poyner, assistant curate, Severn Valley Benefice. Tel 01562 68638/ 0121 204 3997; email
D.R.Poyner@aston.ac.uk Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/BillingsleyChurch/ or our websites,
www.st-marys-billingsley.org.uk , https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/10415/
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Chelmarsh News
Eleanor Haddon writes:

Thanks from Chelmarsh PCC
During this time of lockdown of everyone and also our church because of the Covid 19 pandemic, we would
like to thank all our friends and neighbours for all the help and care they have shown to the vulnerable in
our community. We are sorry, but Diocesan guidelines say that churches must remain closed for the time
being, so there are still no services or events taking place there.
For anyone who would like to take part, Rev David Poyner hosts a service at 10am on Sundays using
Zoom, all welcome to join in. Contact David on 01562 68638 if you would like to do so.
The slight easing of the lockdown might mean that churches may be able to open soon, subject to social
distancing advice. Until then, take care and keep safe.

Chelmarsh Friends
Chelmarsh Friends will meet again once the restrictions are lifted. A notice will be posted on Chelmarsh
Parish Hall Website with details.

Chelmarsh Walking for Health
Due to restrictions, all walks are currently suspended. However, as we are surrounded by beautiful
countryside and numerous paths it is an ideal time to walk with those you live with. Please only walk from
your home to avoid any unnecessary journeys. A notice will be posted on Chelmarsh Parish Hall Website
when walks resume.

Chelmarsh Fete
Chelmarsh Parish Hall Management Committee has decided to cancel this event which was due to be held
on Saturday 11 July 2020. As restrictions have not yet been fully lifted, it was considered to be in the best
interests and safety of visitors and helpers. We look forward to seeing you all on Saturday 10 July 2021.

Glazeley with Deuxhill News
Unfortunately, still not a lot of news as I’m not going
anywhere to pick it up. I did manage to take a lovely photo of
the beautiful rhododendron in full bloom at Glazeley I’ll send
it - see what you think. [we thought ‘WOW’, Marion – thank
you! Ed]. The churchyard is immaculate at the moment with
lots of people attending their graves & leaving lovely flowers.
We send our best wishes to everyone & hope it won’t be too
long til “we meet again”.
Marion Corfield - 01746-764585
marion.corfield@talktalk.net
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The Stottesdon Group of Parishes
Rector: Revd Mark Daborn
The Rectory, Stottesdon, Shropshire, DY14 8UE
Telephone 01746-718127. Email mark.daborn@hotmail.co.uk
Day off – THURSDAY

June Message
‘Go and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.’
(Matthew 28:19)
Water is, in itself, a very powerful force of nature. You just have to think of the Grand Canyon, carved a
mile deep by the Colorado River over many thousands of years. It was regarded by scientists of former
times as one of the four elements: earth, air, fire and water. It has, in literature, merited descriptions from
the sublime to the ridiculous; my favourite in the latter category being the remark by the chief of the
Dufflepuds in C. S. Lewis’s Voyage of the Dawn Treader: ‘Ah! Water! Powerful wet stuff, water!’
It's not just powerful in itself, though. It carries powerful imagery, imagery that pervades the Bible story right
from the start, when ‘the Spirit of God moved over the waters’ at the beginning of the Book of Genesis. The
Israelites escaped Egypt by a miraculous crossing of the Red Sea, and entered the Promised Land by a
similar crossing of the Jordan. In the wilderness, they were given water by miraculous means at Meribah. In
captivity, they were taken away to Babylon, in Mesopotamia, the ‘Land between the Rivers’. John the
Baptist immersed people in the Jordan, and there Jesus, too, came to be baptised before his first miracle of
turning water to wine. The pools of Siloam and Bethesda provided wondrous healing, Jesus walked over
the waters of the Sea of Galilee, the Ethiopian was baptised by Philip in a roadside pool, and Paul was cast
up by the sea on the island of Malta.
Many of these stories are referred to in the Prayer over the Water in the service of baptism, and I’m looking
forward to using that prayer in several Christenings that are on hold during this lockdown time. The
quotation from Matthew’s Gospel at the head of this piece comes from his description of Jesus’ last
meeting with the disciples before the ascension: it’s known as ‘The Great Commission.’ And it introduces
us to the Church season that begins this month.
The first Sunday in June is Trinity Sunday, when we celebrate God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit – God
who creates us, God who redeems us and God who fills us with his strength. Then, through June to
November, we have the Sundays after Trinity. After celebrating the birth and resurrection of Jesus at
Christmas and Easter, we settle down to hear the stories of what Jesus said and did through his three
years of ministry. It’s a lovely time through the summer months: learning, bit by bit, what God is like;
learning, bit

Mark Daborn
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Stottesdon Benefice Group News
St Mary, Stottesdon
CHURCHWARDEN
Clare Tibbits: 01746-718007

St Giles, Farlow
CHURCHWARDENS
Joan Evans (01746-718619)
Nigel Savage-Bailey (07989-308599)

Holy Trinity, Sidbury
CHURCHWARDENS
Roz Jones (07837-609229)
Jo Laybourne (01746-718525)

St Mary, Cleeton St Mary
CHURCHWARDENS
Sue Dolphin: 01584 890583
Gill Jordan: 01584 891082

St John, Middleton Scriven
CHURCHWARDEN
vacant – so for now your contact is
Rev Mark Daborn (01746-718127)

St Michael, Silvington
CHURCHWARDENS
George Millichamp: 01584-891030
Annette Metcalfe: 01584 890161

Sunday Services during the current COVID-19 Lockdown
Mark Daborn writes:
The churches remain closed for services at the moment. No weddings or Christenings are being celebrated
and funerals are taking place with limited numbers attending by the graveside or in a crematorium only.
Strangely, these, the only occasional offices we can perform, are intensely moving with the small number of
close family and friends gathered around the grave; and those who wish can ask for a memorial service
later, when the churches reopen.
Meanwhile we continue our weekly services, e-mailing a written service to an increasing list of people: if
you would like to be added, get in touch at mark.daborn@hotmail.co.uk
We are also recording services to go on Facebook and on the benefice website
(‘a church near you’ and the parish name – eg: Farlow, St Giles) which can be seen, heard and joined-in
with as you choose, at a time most convenient to you.
Please do not hesitate to contact the Rector or any of the Churchwardens if you feel the Church could
help you, or someone you know about, during this time of uncertainty. If we can’t provide help ourselves,
we will do our best to put you in touch with somebody who can.

From The Stottesdon Benefice Registers:
In addition to entries reported in earlier editions, we have been advised of the following:
24th February – Farlow: FUNERAL (WFC) – Vicky BUTCHER R I P of Oreton
30th April - Stottesdon: FUNERAL - Robert (‘Bob’) VAUGHAN R I P of Coulraine Fm
18th May – Sidbury: FUNERAL - Jane PLUMB R I P of Rectory Farm
19th May – Stottesdon – FUNERAL (WFC) – Lawrence (‘Nick’) NICHOLAS R I P
22nd May Cleeton St Mary – FUNERAL – Joyce DOLPHIN
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Lectionary for June 2020
Sunday 7th

Sunday 14th

Sunday 21st

Sunday 28th

Trinity Sunday

First after Trinity

Second after Trinity

Third after Trinity

White

Green

Green

Green

Isaiah 40:12-17; 27- end
Psalm 8
II Corinthians13:11 - end
Matthew 28:16-20

Genesis 18:1-15
Psalm 116:9-17
Romans 5:1-8
Matthew 9:35 - 10.18

Genesis 21:8-21
Psalm 86:1-10
Romans 6:1b-11
Matthew 10:24-39

Genesis 22:1-14
Psalm 13
Romans 6:12 - end
Matthew 10:40 - end

Silvington News
Annette Metcalfe writes:
With very best wishes to ALL for Health, Hope and Happiness, from St Michael’s and the people of
Silvington.
We are very grateful to our Rector, Rev Mark Daborn, for his uplifting weekday prayers and the Sunday
services which we can view and participate in through the pages of our Benefice Website. Mrs Alex Daborn
also contributes to the services from the Rectory and their joint ministry is enabling us to feel a real sense
of togetherness in the six parishes. I think we are all enjoying the benefits and positives of technology!
The service from the Rectory garden, recorded last Saturday, included an unscheduled musical item... of
birdsong. What a joyous hymn of praise to the beauty of a Spring day!!

100 Club Winners for May
Congratulations to:
Ian Preece, Keith Bowen, Sylvia Jackson, Ewart Yapp, Les France and Michael Hatfield.

Sidbury News
Jo Laybourne and Roz Jones write:
We were saddened to hear of the death of Jane Plumb. Jane was the last of the three sisters who lived
and farmed at Rectory Farm. She was 83 and passed away at home. She had COPD and
dementia. Her sister Sue passed away in May last year and since then Jane had struggled without her
sister.
We will all miss Jane and, you know, Sidbury will never be quite the same without the Plumb sisters at
Rectory Farm.
Our thoughts are with all those vulnerable, lonely and elderly members of our community, who we will try to
support, where possible. Stay safe, keep well. Wash your hands. Looking forward to seeing everyone
soon……..
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Cleeton St Mary News
Gill Jordan writes:

May 100 Club Results
Congratulations to our winners this month:
•
•

£20 Joyce Howells
£10 Joyce Dolphin

•
•

£10 Sandra Wadham
£5 Madeline Hamilton

Joyce Dolphin R I P
Aged 90, Joyce sadly passed away on May 13th. She will be greatly missed by everyone who knew her.
We send our thoughts and prayers to her family.
We wish everyone a safe and healthy month ahead and we look forward to seeing you all as soon as
possible. Take care and stay safe.

Farlow News
Pam Phillips advises:

Hundred Club winners - May
•
•
•

6
26
28

Jo and Tony Locke - £20
Val and Jim Workman - £10
Amanda Noakes - £10

•
•

22
20

Glenys Harman £5
Tanya Johnson £5

Melville Chapel
Ruth Downes writes:
Just a couple of things from Melville and the Hill Chapels:
Our Minister, Rev Kim Stilwell, is now delivering our Sunday Service via Zoom, as well as dial-up. This is
at 10.30 on Sundays. The details are:
•
•

Dial-in number 0203-481-5237, meeting id 83675471538; or
Zoom online link https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83675471538

VE Day Commemorations
On VE Day, Melville provided two of their
members who live alone, with cream teas! At
our household, we celebrated with bunting,
flag, and cream tea, whilst also observing the
2-minutes’ silence, remembering the sacrifice
and giving thanks for the peace won at great
cost.

Keep safe, everyone!
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Middleton Scriven News
Ann Constable writes:
As this month’s photographs show, May will be a month we remember for all the positive things, including
the VE75 celebrations here in Middleton Scriven. With bunting (lots home-made), flowers and flags
decorating our community and gardens and an impromptu, socially distanced concert outside church
enjoyed by many on their daily exercise - a huge thank you to Andy Johnson - we were proud to have
created something very special in the heart of our community. Many a glass was raised in toast to those
heroes of WWII, plus lots of photos shared of our afternoon teas in our own gardens, there was a real
feeling of being together, even though we were separated. It was a day to look forward to, a day when
something different was happening and a day that generated lots of good memories too. The beautiful
rainbow, seen for miles around too, at the end of the day, reminded us of our present-day heroes.
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The words ‘social distancing’ will be with us
for sometime yet I suspect.

Add that to a plant sale on the drive
outside our gate with many generous
donations of home grown plants and all of
a sudden we had something resembling
our annual plant sale. “Bring your own
wheelbarrow, pay by BACs, wear gloves,
sorry no tea and cakes” were new
features for this event, as were the
internet sales, telephone sales and home
delivery.

Thank you to everyone who supported this,
braved the experience and raised funds for
new seating for our community building
(our church).
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Aiming to keep up our positive theme,
knowing lots of time has been spent in
gardens yet we can’t visit each other’s; we
experimented with a “virtual open gardens”
on our community WhatsApp group. Videos
and photos were posted of a wonderful
range of home grown vegetables, projects
involving up cycling, manicured lawns and
beautiful tulips, Amazing ponds, wisteria in
bloom and much more. We are looking
forward to that time when we can go in
through the garden gate and see more of
each other’s gardens.

We are sharing a range of photos with you
from these recent activities and hope that
they will bring a ray of positive light, as we try
to reflect that light of hope, being positive and
thankful for all the kindness shared in our
communities in this time of crisis.

Thank you Mark and Alex for all the services
filmed in your garden and so much more. We
have adjusted to our new way of giving thanks and joining
together. Long may the sharing continue within and between our
communities

In the words of Mother Teresa “It is not what you do, it is how
much love you put into the doing”
21

What people are
saying about our
gardens!

Thank you, Middleton
Scriven, for another
super collage!
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Stottesdon Church Parish Notices and News
Clare Tibbits writes:
Adversity, as first highlighted last month, continues to bring out the best in people.
We have many more examples of people ‘pooling’ their Supermarket Delivery slots, the Chorley Support
Group has gone from strength to strength and people all over are shopping and collecting medicines for
shielded and self-isolating neighbours.
Much fuelled by the exuberances of VE75, see photos on the next page, our Community Spirit - which
engenders such selfless acts of service – has other manifestations too, like the Thursday “clapping for
carers” celebration and the seemingly-endless ‘providing directions’ to the small army of delivery drivers
struggling around the lanes to bring-in much needed supplies!
As recommended by the church authorities, a weekly inspection of our heritage building is undertaken
during the closure – to ensure that nesting birds, roosting bats and other nuisances are deterred, and to
otherwise check the security of the fabric itself.
Happily, at the time of writing, all continues to be in good order – though there will be a deal of cleaning to
keep us busy once we can re-open!
One highlight of VE75 day was to have been a Heritage Open Day at St Mary’s Church. The temporary
closure of churches put paid to our planned showcasing of the conservation and improvement work for
which we hope to secure Lottery Heritage Funding later in the year, and also prevented Derek and the bell
ringing team from taking part in the national ‘Ringing out for Peace’.
Ever-resourceful hereabouts, this did not prevent an amazing pealing of church bells sounding-out around
the village at the appointed hour. Deploying the sound system of the Rector’s familiar black car might not
have occurred to many, but Mark and Alex tracked down their CD of the bells at Worcester Cathedral and
played those magical sounds at full pelt from the Rectory driveway!
Have a listen using this link:
https://www.facebook.com/780588545476755/videos/241870123695113/

St Mary’s 100 Club - congratulations to our lucky May winners:
Janet Williams, Mark Overton and John & Ann Williamson
Distribution of prize monies awaits the end of the Lockdown.

For all the latest news - please find Stottesdon Benefice on Facebook, keep an ‘internet eye’ on
www.stottesdonbenefice.co.uk or visit the Church of England’s website ‘a church near you’ - and then contact the
Churchwardens (see previous page) with any queries.

Deadline for the July edition (for Stottesdon Benefice and Parishes contributors) is to get copy to Chris
by first thing on Tuesday 23rd June – Thanks!
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VE Day 75th Anniversary Celebrations – Bank Holiday Friday 8th May

You’ll recall reading, last month, about Stottesdon’s plans
to commemorate VE Day?
Well, we did, and here’s some of the wonderful evidence.
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Stottesdon Community Noticeboard
Stottesdon & District WI
Meetings suspended until August 2020 – please keep in touch and check the details with Helena on 01746
718012 or Clare 718007.

Chorley Film Club
Film Club Members enjoy monthly big-screen films at 7.30pm on the
‘third Thursday’ in Chorley Village Hall and have free use of the DVD
Library too. Membership is £7pa –full details from Joe Bubb (01746
718693). For details of the future programme, please check with Joe!

Stottesdon’s Café and Village Shop
Stottesdon’s village shop is now closed but The Cocks continues to provide a VEG & PROVISIONS BOX
COLLECTION service – (PRE-PAID ORDERS ONLY) call Bre Hill on 01746-718270 for the details.
Meanwhile, other excellent local shops continue to thrive “just up the road” at Heath Farm Meats,
Bagginswood; The Village Stores and Post Office, Cleobury North; and The Co-operative Stores, at both
Highley and Cleobury Mortimer. The Willows Café and other suppliers around Ditton Priors are also
branching out (milk, bread and egg deliveries) see the contact list of local outlets elsewhere in this edition
of Wheatland News and “shop locally” to support local producers and retailers.

The Fighting Cocks Inn
Great pub grub, and more, continues on an order and pre-pay basis for collection at set times. Customers
are allocated a time, payment is taken over the phone and the meals are left in the porch for collection at
the allocated time. These precautions are in place to keep everyone as safe as possible.
The evening takeaway menu is offered from 5.30 until 8.30pm every Wednesday, Friday and Saturday.
Additionally at weekends: the Sunday lunch service is available from 12 until 3pm and The Cocks are also
offering breakfasts on Saturday and Sunday – and Saturday lunches too.
Please call Bre 01746 718270 for bookings or enquiries. Follow the Facebook page ‘The Fighting Cocks
Stottesdon’ for menus and other information.

Cleobury Country Easter Farmers Market
Normally at St Mary’s Church, Cleobury Mortimer is currently suspended

Other events
These local groups have had to decide to postpone these planned activities for the coming months –
+ WI/Deanery Synod joint meeting on Climate Change on Wednesday 17th June
+ NGS Stottesdon Village Open Gardens/Heritage Tours of Church on Sunday 5th July
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Useful Community Contacts
Brown Clee Walkers
Burwarton & District WI
Little Explorers Pre-School, Ditton
Priors
Burwarton & District Garden Club
Burwarton & District Wives Group
Chelmarsh Crown Green Bowling
Club
Chelmarsh Indoor Short Mat
Bowling
Chelmarsh Parish Hall
Chelmarsh Jubilee Club
Chelmarsh Walking for Health

Meeting Place for walks - Ditton Priors Church. 01746 712662
Meets in Cleobury North Village Hall. The 2nd Tuesday of each month at 2.30pm Contact
01746-712466
Open Monday to Friday 9.00am – 3.00pm. Contact Wendy Lloyd 01746 712506 / 787549
Meets on the 2nd Thursday of each month at 8.00 pm. Contact 01584 823723 for details of
topic and venue
Meeting 8pm 1st Wednesday of the month. Contact Debbie Jones 01746 712421or Gill Severn
01746 712231
Welcomes old and new members. Contact Sue Jackman 01746 862850
Welcomes old and new members. The sessions are every Tuesday evening from 7.30-10.00pm.
Further details Sue Jackman 01746 862850
Available for hire - booking@chelmarsh parishhall.co.uk
Parish Hall 01746 86525 Jean Davis
Monday 10.00am except Bank Holidays. Parish Hall. Eleanor Haddon 01746 862884. 2 levels of
walking available

Chelmarsh Friends

Meet every 2nd Wednesday 7.30pm Chelmarsh Parish Hall. Jenny Green 01746 862191

Cleobury North Village Hall

Booking Clerk 07800-883830 CleoburyNorthDistrictVH@gmail.com
Chelmarsh Parish Hall Tuesday evening. Suitable for children & Adults. Neil Morris Thursday
5.45pm 07969-996055
Every Tuesday during term time 9.30 – 11.30 Chelmarsh Parish Hall Contact Pam Baker
07846692323
Meets in Chetton Village Hall on the 2nd Wednesday of the month 7.30pm Sam O’Sullivan
01746-868225
Meets Chetton Village Hall, last Wednesday of month except August Tel. Janice Burton 01584
823802
Available for Hire (fully equipped kitchen, digital projection equipment and large screen)
contact Jenny or Charlie on 01746 718437
Every Monday & Thursday 2.30 – 4.30pm at Cleeton & Silvington Village Hall, October to end of
April. Pam 01584 89261
Zumba - Thursdays 6.30pm 7.30pm all year Ula 01584 890200
Cleobury North Village Hall - low impact fitness programme working the whole body every
Tuesday 10.00 – 11.15am. Contact 01584-823640
Village Hall Wednesday morning (except Christmas) 9.30 – 12.30pm all welcome Various visual
art forms eg Water Colour, Oils & Acrylics. Mrs Denise Davies 01746 712521
Ditton Priors Village Hall Every Tuesday afternoon 2.00 - 4.00pm Wednesday 7.30-10.00pm
except the second Wednesday in the month when it will be Thursday at 8.00 – 10.00pm.
Everyone is welcome - try at no charge. Contact 712157
Meets in Ditton Priors Village Hall on 2nd Wednesday each month at 7.15pm 01746 712473
The Local History Centre, next to the Willows Café, opens 12.00-2.00 on Saturdays, and at
other times by arrangement. Contact 01746 712850
Meet in the Pavilion, Playing Fields, Ditton Priors Thursday 9.30 -11.30 am everyone welcome
for a coffee and play.
Jenny 712665
Second hand sales held every first Saturday of the month, 7.30am – 11am proceeds to
Children’s Football Field 01584 890644
Pre-school, holiday club and wraparound sessions. An integral part of Stottesdon Primary
School, Contact 01746 718769
Meets in various venues on the 3rd Wednesday in each month details from Helena Hale 01746
718012 or Clare Tibbits 01746 718007
Mike 01746712774 Betty 0174677515
Telephone Number 08448044999

Tae kwon-do
Chelmarsh Parent & Toddler
Group
Chetton & Gazeley WI
Chetton Folk Dance Club
Chorley Village Hall
Short Mat Bowling
Cleeton & Silvington V H
Fun & Fitness for 50+
Ditton Priors Art Group

Short Mat Bowling
Ditton Priors WI
Ditton Priors Local History Group
Ditton Priors Parent & Toddlers
Group
Ditton Priors Book Club
Knowle Sports Club
Stottesdon Gateway Nursery
Stottesdon & District W.I.
Stoke St Milborough Dance
Domestic Abuse Hotline

Coronavirus – useful websites
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
For health emergencies, WHO’s worldwide role is to:
•
•
•
•

prepare for emergencies by identifying, mitigating and managing
risks
prevent emergencies and support development of tools necessary
during outbreaks
detect and respond to acute health emergencies
support delivery of essential health services in fragile settings.

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coronavirus-covid-19-list-ofguidance
PHE’s role, relevant to coronavirus, is:
•

protecting the nation from public health hazards

•

preparing for and responding to public health emergencies

•

improving the health of the whole population by sharing our information
and expertise, and identifying and preparing for future public health
challenges

•

supporting local authorities and the NHS to plan and provide health
and social care services such as immunisation and screening
programmes, and to develop the public health system and its specialist
workforce

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

https://www.hereford.anglican.org

https://www.churchofengland.org

https://www.youtube.com
Just type in ‘Anglican Church Services’ or any appropriate words, to see a
wealth of wonderful services
https://www.churchservices.tv/churches/
There may be many other sites, but we came across this one and thought
we’d pass it on.

Johns Hopkins University is gathering, collating and presenting
worldwide data on coronavirus
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