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1. Novena 2020 

Novena 2020 

Many of us have joined in the Novena, the 9 days from the Ascension to Pentecost, and as we have 

waited and prayed, I wonder, what have we heard? 

Some of us have met on zoom at 5.30pm each day for a short time of prayer and at the same time 

many have also prayed in their homes, using the same prayer booklets, reflecting on the same daily 

art work and praying in the same way for people who they know and love to either discover or draw 

closer to God.  

We have been joined by people from Spain, Sunderland and Germany, we have been a little 

representation of God’s Kingdom throughout the world. We have prayed and we have listened, and 

we have shared. 

Some of the people we prayed for last year are now Christians or are now exploring belief for 

themselves, some have yet to feel sufficiently moved. But prayer works, prayer can touch hearts and 

trigger questions in minds. 

So, the Novena had a different theme every day, Thursday’s for example  was ‘adore’ and the aid to 

worship that day was my radishes, the seeds were sown when lockdown started and on Thursday 

they were harvested, my first harvest. Someone else referred to them as the ‘First fruits’ of God. 

On Wednesday during our daily waiting on God, as we prayed, for the first time ever I found myself 

crying and barely able to lead, I just had to stop and ‘be’ until I could continue. So deeply was I 

feeling the weight and depth of our prayers as we prayed for Thy Kingdom Come.  

As we have met to pray we have also been praying for our joint Benefice, for all who are part of it 

and the wider communities of the town. We have also prayed every day for the Parish of Jarrow and 

Simonside in South Tyneside, we pray our Rev Lesley safely into her new home and we pray for the 

Priest whose heart may, even now, be touched by God and called to Sittingbourne. 

And me, yes, I found myself crying! But I also heard those words ‘they that sow in tears, will reap in 

joy’ (Ps 126:5). They were good tears, healing tears and then I awoke the next day to ‘taste and see’ 

(Ps 34:8), so back to seeds again, back in fact to New Life and New Beginnings. Which is exactly the 

direction that we are slowly moving and growing in as lockdown eases. 

Given the changes in our church and in the wider church, then new seeds, new life, accepting change 

… that must be a good way for us to move, together. The Novena is about God, it is about the 

amazing and awesome things that can happen when the holy spirit has the freedom to move 

amongst us, it is also about our friends whom we pray for and the wider world, but we journey 

together, and we share and we grow. 

 

 

 

 

Tracy Williams 

Reader-in-Training 
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2. Two reflective pieces of poetry and hymn lyrics from 

Revd Pam… 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Don’t Quit 
Don’t quit when the tide is lowest, 
For it’s just about to turn; 
Don’t quit over doubts and questions, 
For there’s something you may learn. 
Don’t quit when the night is darkest, 
For it’s just a while ‘til dawn; 
Don’t quit when you have run the farthest, 
For the race is almost won. 
Don’t quit when the hill is steepest, 
For your goal is almost nigh; 
Don’t quit, for you’re not a failure 
Until you fail to try.                                          

                      By Jill Wolf 
 

New Every Morning 
Every day is a fresh beginning, 
Listen my soul to a glad refrain. 
And, in spite of old sorrows 
And older sinning 
Troubles forecasted 
And possible pain 
Take heart with the day 
And begin again.  

by Susan Coolidge  
(1835-1905) 

 

1. Breathe on me Breath of God, 
2.  
3. Breathe on me, Breath of God, 

Fill me with life anew, 
That I may love what Thou dost love, 
And do what Thou wouldst do. 

4. Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Until my heart is pure, 
Until with Thee I will one will, 
To do and to endure. 

5. Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
Till I am wholly Thine, 
Until this earthly part of me 
Glows with Thy fire divine. 

6. Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
So shall I never die, 
But live with Thee the perfect life 
Of Thine eternity. 

by Edwin Hatch 

7.  

 

Shine, Jesus, Shine 

Lord, the light of your love is shining 
In the midst of the darkness, shining 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us 
Set us free by the truth you now bring us 
Shine on me, shine on me 

Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word 
Lord, and let there be light 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence 
From the shadows into your radiance 
By the blood I may enter your brightness 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness 
Shine on me, shine on me 

Lord, I come to your awesome presence 
From the shadows into your radiance 
By the blood I may enter your brightness 
Search me, try me, consume all my darkness 
Shine on me, shine on me 

Shine, Jesus, shine 
Fill this land with the Father's glory 
Blaze, Spirit, blaze 
Set our hearts on fire 
Flow, river, flow 
Flood the nations with grace and mercy 
Send forth your word 
Lord, and let there be light. 
                                             By Graham Kendrick 
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3. Bible Readings  

Numbers 11:24-30 
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 2:1-21 

               New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised 

The Coming of the Holy Spirit 

2 When the day of Pentecost had come, 

they were all together in one 

place. 2 And suddenly from heaven 

there came a sound like the rush of a 

violent wind, and it filled the entire 

house where they were sitting. 3 Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among 

them, and a tongue rested on each of 

them. 4 All of them were filled with the 

Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit gave them 

ability. 

5 Now there were devout Jews from 

every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the 

crowd gathered and was bewildered, 

because each one heard them speaking 

in the native language of 

each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they 

asked, ‘Are not all these who are 

speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that 

we hear, each of us, in our own native 

language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 

and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 

and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt  

 

24 So Moses went out and told the people 

the words of the LORD; and he gathered 

seventy elders of the people, and placed 

them all around the tent. 25 Then 

the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke 

to him, and took some of the spirit that was 

on him and put it on the seventy elders; and 

when the spirit rested upon them, they 

prophesied. But they did not do so again. 

26 Two men remained in the camp, one 

named Eldad, and the other named Medad, 

and the spirit rested on them; they were 

among those registered, but they had not 

gone out to the tent, and so they 

prophesied in the camp. 27 And a young man 

ran and told Moses, ‘Eldad and Medad are 

prophesying in the camp.’ 28 And Joshua son 

of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his 

chosen men,[a] said, ‘My lord Moses, stop 

them!’ 29 But Moses said to him, ‘Are you 

jealous for my sake? Would that all 

the LORD’s people were prophets, and that 

the LORD would put his spirit on 

them!’ 30 And Moses and the elders of Israel 

returned to the camp. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+11%3A24-30&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-4053a
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and the parts of Libya belonging to 

Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both 

Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and 

Arabs—in our own languages we hear 

them speaking about God’s deeds of 

power.’ 12 All were amazed and 

perplexed, saying to one another, 

‘What does this mean?’ 13 But others 

sneered and said, ‘They are filled with 

new wine.’ 

Peter Addresses the Crowd 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, 

raised his voice and addressed them: 

‘Men of Judea and all who live in 

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 

and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, 

these are not drunk, as you suppose, 

for it is only nine o’clock in the 

morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken 

through the prophet Joel: 

17 “In the last days it will be, God 

declares, 

that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 

flesh, 

    and your sons and your daughters 

shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, 

    and your old men shall dream 

dreams. 

Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

    in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 

        and they shall prophesy. 

19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

    and signs on the earth below, 

        blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

    and the moon to blood, 

        before the coming of the Lord’s great and 

glorious day. 

21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.” 

John 20:19-23 
                        New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first 

day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for 

fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he 

said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 

saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, 

‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 

so I send you.’ 22 When he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive 

the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, 

they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 

of any, they are retained.’ 
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4. Things to Make and Do  

Something to do from www.sermons4kids.com where you will find more resources…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sermons4kids.com/
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Here's a recipe for oatmeal raisin cookies which is suitable for vegans because it uses vegetable oil 

instead of butter, however it does contain sugar.  I've tried it and  the yield is approximately 24 

cookies.  The cookies are soft and chewy and even my grandchildren who don't like raisins enjoyed 

them. Roxane. 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/oatmeal-raisin-cookies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And a gentle reminder from Roxane that you can find lots of puzzles on line here: 
https://biblepuzzles.com/ 

 

 

You will find on-line ‘virtual’ jigsaw puzzles by Nigel our organist of different scenes from St. 
Michael’s Church and Radio Caroline’s ships here: 

https://www.jigsawplanet.com/nigeljigsaw 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/oatmeal-raisin-cookies
https://biblepuzzles.com/
https://www.jigsawplanet.com/nigeljigsaw
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5. Video Link – Recommended by our Music Director  
Director Catherine Orton has two recommendations for us this Pentecost: 
Firstly, Confirma hoc, Deus by William Byrd, for those who like a Tudor vibe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
https://youtu.be/AgbsjcGbApk 
 
 
 
 

Secondly, one we often sing at St Michael's, Come Holy Ghost by Thomas 
Attwood.  Choristers note the breath control in this version!! 
 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/QQyOiO_Y7NE 

 

 

6. Organists Choice: 
Our church may be closed at the moment, but our organist Nigel MacArthur is 

still thinking about the music too and has selected a piece of music for us 

today: 

Not one piece this time but a short recital given a couple of weeks ago in the 
Saint-Sulpice in Paris by Daniel Roth. It was streamed live on 18th May 2020. 
Normally, organists here require two assistants to pull stops and another to 
turn pages. However, the organist is on his own this time due to social 
distancing. But he is allowed to play, it seems! Obviously the rules in France for 
organists are different! 
The recital starts at about 6 minutes into the video and features:  
Bach, Prélude et fugue en sol majeur, BWV 541 Krebs, Fantasia a gusto 
italiano 
Boëllmann, Allegretto con moto, Deuxième suite Widor, Finale, Sixième 
Symphonie  

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/AgbsjcGbApk
https://youtu.be/QQyOiO_Y7NE
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-Ad2kmdFsg 
 

 

 

7.  

 

Sermon for Pentecost 

The Rt Revd Rose Hudson-Wilkin 

31 May 2020 

Numbers 11:24-30 

Acts 2:1-21 

John 20:19-23 

(You can also watch this Sermon on You Tube from 10 am on 

Pentecost Sunday here:  https://youtu.be/RtkR8Abs7dw ) 

As a little girl growing up in Montego Bay Jamaica steeped in the life of the 

church, I would often hear the older folks refer to Whitson shortened for 

Whitsunday (alternately Pentecost). What I didnʼt know then was that 

Pentecost was already an important Jewish festival (sometimes known as the 

Feast of Weeks) which fell 7 weeks after Passover - beginning on the 2nd day 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-Ad2kmdFsg
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+11%3A24-30&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers+11%3A24-30&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A1-21&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A1-21&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A19-23&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+20%3A19-23&version=NRSV
https://youtu.be/RtkR8Abs7dw
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of Passover, the ancient Israelites would count 49 days and celebrated a 

festival on the 50th day. This seven-week period, was a time when a hot dry 

wind might blow in and blight the young crops, so the end of this period of 

time was an occasion for celebration. On the 50th day, the ancient Israelites 

would once again journey to Jerusalem to offer the first fruits (the Feast of 

Weeks or the  Festival of Shavuʼot).  

  

Once the temple had been destroyed, the tradition of taking the 1st fruits to 

Jerusalem ended; Imagine the kind of devastation in that community, 

financially and socially that followed. But then somehow, they re-envisioned 

life; – the groundwork was done; it had been agreed, this became established 

as the place where Moses received the torah, the 10 commandments. So the 

place where they once celebrated an exclusively agricultural festival took on a 

new meaning.  You could say that they had indeed re-imagined ministry. They 

found a new way and a new purpose for the festival of Shavuʼot.  They had a 

new reason to celebrate the goodness of God in that place. And that is why 

there was such a great crowd gathered in Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost. 

They were gathered in thanksgiving, to celebrate the commandments being 

given to them. 

  

The Coronavirus pandemic has become for us that thing thatʼs entered and 

shattered our community, and will leave much devastation in its wake. The  

question is whether we throw our hands up in despair or whether we begin 

together to re-envision a new kind of way to be the people of God. In the midst 

of the devastation, it is imperative that we recognise the Spirit of God in our 

midst. Godʼs spirit has to be both the driving force and the direction of any 

move we make going forward, Godʼs Spirit must be the focus of whatever new 

birth comes into being. 

  

Many years before the establishment of our Christian celebration of Pentecost, 

the disciplesʼ ancestors witnessed the drama surrounding the giving of the 10 

commandments (thunder and lightning, thick clouds, loud trumpet blast, Mt 

Sinai covered in smoke because the Lord descended on it in fire).  On this 

Pentecost day, recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, another drama was about 

to be unfolded.  
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For the arrival of the Holy Spirit, we have what is described as rushing or 

violent wind, we have tongues of fire resting on the heads of the disciples – all 

of them we are told were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 

tongues – as enabled by the spirit.  Not some senseless babble because we 

know that the gathered international audience were able to understand them. 

  

These were the same disciples who were gathered behind locked doors afraid 

that something may happen to them. And oh yes it did! Something did happen 

to them! Jesus came to them at the point when they were at their lowest :- 

scared, afraid, frightened, insecure and he gives them as it were the first 

course; he gives them peace, “Peace be with you”.  “I was sent by the Father, 

now I am sending you”. The risen and ascended Christ has not just left us with 

fond memories to keep to ourselves of ʻthe good old daysʼ– a story just to 

share with others who are minded. The story of the good news released by the 

Spirit is to be shared with a wider audience – not just ʻpeople like usʼ. 

  

At Pentecost, the resurrected Christ who promised to return did just that. The 

scared disciples were now emboldened to step out and proclaim the message 

of the Good News. As they were mocked and thought to be drunk, Peter rises 

to the occasion and reminded the gathered audience that there was nothing 

strange about what was happening – this was a fulfilment of the prophets – 

and he quotes from the prophet Joel. 

  

“In the last days Godʼs Spirit will be poured out on all people – your sons and 

daughters will prophesy, young men will see visions and your old men will 

dream dreams”. In other words, there will be something in it for everyone.  

This is for no religious class set apart, the coming of the spirit is for all Godʼs 

people. Arenʼt these people Galileans? How come we can understand what 

theyʼre saying to us? In verse 12 we read, “Amazed and perplexed, they asked 

one another, “What does this mean?”” 

  

And that is the question for us today. What does it mean for me to be a child of 

God? What does it mean for you to be a child of God? What does it mean for 

us here in Dover, Romney Marsh, Sittingbourne, Seasalter, Benenden, 

Maidstone, Thanet, Margate, Ramsgate, Canterbury? What does the coming of 

the Holy Spirit Mean?   
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Perhaps we can take a look at another of our designated readings for today – 

Numbers Chapter 11. Moses was ministering under really difficult 

circumstances – they were journeying through the wilderness but there was no 

thanksgiving. No thanksgiving that the Lord had brought them out of bondage 

away from the cruelty of the pharaoh – instead all they could do was complain. 

They found faults with Mosesʼ leadership, left right and centre. They blamed 

Moses for them missing the good old days – the days when instead of the 

tasteless manna, they had meat, fruits and vegetables. They moaned at Moses 

till life became unbearable. Moses in turn cried out to the Lord under the 

weight of the burden he bore. 

  

God replied to Moses. ʻGather me seventy of the elders known to you as 

leaders and I will put my spirit on them and they will help you carry the burden 

so you do not have to do it alone. They were to share not only the 

responsibility but also his authority as they helped him bear the load. This was 

Godʼs answer. The gift of the spirit given to us is not for our personal gain – to 

boast about how wonderful and gifted we are. When God calls us and gives us 

his spirit, it is given for the benefit of the whole body of Christ. It is not just for 

ʻmy churchʼ – it is for the whole body. We share in the responsibility of the 

tasks given to us in Godʼs authority. To prophecy means being able to 

understand and mediate what God is saying to all his people. We are there to 

support and carry one another.  In the same chapter, we learn that there were 

two others who could be regarded as elders but who had not participated in 

the gathering with the rest of the 70, but had stayed behind in the camp, and 

now they were prophesying too. Young Joshua, ran up to Moses to put  in a 

complaint, “They are not one of us, they werenʼt here - stop them!” Moses was 

very wise in his reply, “I wish that all Godʼs children were prophets and that the 

Lord would put his spirit on them.” 

  

How dare we try to put limits on what the Lord can do, and is doing? The 

gospel of Mark tells a similar story of the disciples asking Jesus to forbid others 

who were driving out demons, as “they are not one of us.” It is God who 

initiates the calling; God who entrusts his people with his Spirit. The Spiritʼs 

presence causes some alarm, it is controversial because it is not some neat 

thing that can be fitted into our way of being, and neither is the Spirit just the 

remit of ʻthe authorised minister or the familiar structuresʼ. There is nothing 
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tidy about the Holy Spirit. We cannot domesticate the spirit; lock the Spirit 

away in our monuments that we call church and only communicate on our 

terms, once per week or when we feel like it.  

  

Today the Pentecost we celebrate is one that saw the Disciplesʼ ministries 

reinvigorated and re-imagined. Pentecost became the real birth of the Church! 

So today weʼre celebrating the churchʼs birthday. We are giving thanks for the 

coming of the spirit in our midst. But what does it all mean? I hope that like the 

disciples, we will allow the Holy Spirit to move amongst us like fire – purifying 

us to become the new gold; our changed lives, changing the lives of others 

around us. My sisters and brothers let us welcome the Holy Spirit into our lives 

that we might catch a glimpse of the new things that God wants to do, the new 

things that God is already doing in our midst. Let us use the opportunity of 

lockdown to dwell in the word of God; let us respond to Godʼs generosity with 

our own generosity and let us hear the words of Jesus, “As the Father sent me, 

so I send you to go and share the Good News.”  

  

My sisters and brothers, today, on this Pentecost Sunday, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit” and letʼs be ready to live afresh what it means to be the people of God 

in the places where we are called to be. Receive the Holy Spirit! Amen 



14 
 

8. Prayers for this Week 

 
Collect for Pentecost from the Church of England: 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 
ignite in us your holy fire; 
strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 
revive your church with the breath of love, 
and renew the face of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Compline Collect (Prayer) suggested by Revd Pam. 

Watch, Lord, 
with those who wake or watch 

or weep tonight, 
and give your angels charge 

over those who sleep. 
Tend your sick ones, 
O Lord Jesus Christ; 

rest your weary ones; 
bless your dying ones; 

soothe your suffering ones; 
pity your afflicted ones; 
shield your joyous ones. 

And all for your love’s sake.  
Amen. 

 
(quoted by Georgina Byrne in Church Times 23rd July 2004) 

 
You can find prayer resources on the Church of England’s Website here: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer 

 
9. Information re: Daily Prayers  
 
 
 

Please do tune in for Daily Morning Prayer,  
every day at 10.30,  
on St. Michael’s Facebook Page:  
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSittingbourne/ 

 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSittingbourne/

