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1. The Season begins to change… 

We have arrived at the Sixth Sunday of Easter, and Jesus is preparing his disciples for his 

departure, his return to our Father in heaven. In today’s Gospel Reading – John Chapter 14 – 

two verses, 16 and 17, resonate as Jesus said: 

“ If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give 

you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. “ 

This Thursday it is “Ascension Day” and we are invited to move into an intense time of 

waiting, praying and remembering the arrival of the Advocate, the outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit, on the day of Pentecost. 

If you are joining us in daily Morning Prayer, our liturgy will change for Ascension Day and 

change again for the days in between. Booklets can be downloaded from our page on a 

Church Near You: https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12153/ 

We also find, in those days in between, a wonderful resource – “Daily Waiting” from 

Canterbury Diocese and the global wave of prayer that is “Thy Kingdom Come”. Tracy will be 

leading this service for Evening Prayer from May 22nd to the 30th. If you would like to 

download a booklet from the Diocese please visit: 

https://www.canterburydiocese.org/content/pages/documents/1589294159.pdf  

For more resources from Thy Kingdom Come please take a look at: 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/  

 

You can also find out why we are taking part in TKC again this year, as Tracy shares her 

reflection on page 10. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Rev Lesley Jones 

Team Vicar 

 

 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12153/
https://www.canterburydiocese.org/content/pages/documents/1589294159.pdf
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
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2.  Reflecting on Hymns 
Often, we can spend time with the words of hymns. Here is a suggestion for The Sixth Sunday 
of Easter and gazing ahead to Ascension Day. 
 

1  Rejoice, the Lord is King! your Lord and King adore; 

mortals give thanks and sing, and triumph evermore; 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 

rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

2  Jesus, the saviour, reigns, the God of truth and love; 

when he had purged our stains he took his seat above; 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

3  His kingdom cannot fail, he rules both earth and heaven, 

the keys of death and hell are to our Jesus given; 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

4  He sits at God's right hand till all his foes submit, 

and bow to his command, and fall beneath his feet: 

Lift up your heart, lift up your voice; 

Rejoice, again I say, rejoice! 

5  Rejoice in glorious hope! Jesus the Judge shall come, 

and take his servants up to their eternal home. 

We soon shall hear the archangel's voice; 

God's trumpet call shall sound, rejoice! 

 

Words: Charles Wesley 

These words are only slightly adapted from the original, and are 

therefore public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/aDFAv0eh-s8 

  

Please also see recommendations 

 from our Music Director Catherine 

and Organist Nigel on Page 8  

https://youtu.be/aDFAv0eh-s8
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3. Bible Readings  

For the 6th Sunday of Easter  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

each one for the blood of another, I will 
require a reckoning for human life. 

6 Whoever sheds the blood of a human, 
    by a human shall that person’s blood 
be shed;  
 for in his own image 
    God made humankind. 

7 And you, be fruitful and multiply, 
abound on the earth and multiply in it.’ 

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons 
with him, 9 ‘As for me, I am establishing 
my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, 10 and with every 
living creature that is with you, the 
birds, the domestic animals, and every 
animal of the earth with you, as many as 
came out of the ark.[a] 11 I establish my 
covenant with you, that never again 
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of 
a flood, and never again shall there be a 
flood to destroy the earth.’ 12 God said, 
‘This is the sign of the covenant that I 
make between me and you and every 
living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: 13 I have set my bow 
in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the 
covenant between me and the 
earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the 
earth and the bow is seen in the 
clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant 
that is between me and you and every 
living creature of all flesh; and the 
waters shall never again become a flood 
to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is 
in the clouds, I will see it and remember 
the everlasting covenant between God 
and every living creature of all flesh that 
is on the earth.’ 17 God said to Noah, 
‘This is the sign of the covenant that I 
have established between me and all 
flesh that is on the earth.’ 
Footnotes 

a. Genesis 9:10 Gk: Heb adds every animal of the earth 

 

Genesis 8:20-9:17 
         New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA) 

God’s Promise to Noah 

20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and 
took of every clean animal and of every 
clean bird, and offered burnt-offerings on 
the altar. 21 And when the LORD smelt the 
pleasing odour, the LORD said in his heart, 
‘I will never again curse the ground 
because of humankind, for the inclination 
of the human heart is evil from youth; nor 
will I ever again destroy every living 
creature as I have done. 

22 As long as the earth endures, 
    seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and night, 
    shall not cease.’ 

The Covenant with Noah 

9 God blessed Noah and his sons, and said 
to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 
the earth. 2 The fear and dread of you shall 
rest on every animal of the earth, and on 
every bird of the air, on everything that 
creeps on the ground, and on all the fish of 
the sea; into your hand they are 
delivered. 3 Every moving thing that lives 
shall be food for you; and just as I gave you 
the green plants, I give you 
everything. 4 Only, you shall not eat flesh 
with its life, that is, its blood. 5 For your 
own lifeblood I will surely require a 
reckoning: from every animal I will require 
it and from human beings,  

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+8%3A20-9%3A17&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-216a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+8%3A20-9%3A17&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-216
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Acts 17:22-31 
       New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA) 

22 Then Paul stood in front of the 

Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how 

extremely religious you are in every 

way. 23 For as I went through the city and 

looked carefully at the objects of your 

worship, I found among them an altar with 

the inscription, “To an unknown god.” 

What therefore you worship as unknown, 

this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who 

made the world and everything in it, he 

who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 

live in shrines made by human 

hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, 

as though he needed anything, since he 

himself gives to all mortals life and breath 

and all things. 26 From one ancestor[a] he 

made all nations to inhabit the whole 

earth, and he allotted the times of their 

existence and the boundaries of the places 

where they would live, 27 so that they 

would search for God[b] and perhaps grope 

for him and find him—though indeed he is 

not far from each one of us. 28 For “In him 

we live and move and have our being”; as 

even some of your own poets have said, 

“For we too are his offspring.” 

29 Since we are God’s offspring, we ought 

not to think that the deity is like gold, or 

silver, or stone, an image formed by the 

art and imagination of mortals. 30 While 

God has overlooked the times of human 

ignorance, now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent,  

 

31 because he has fixed a day on which he will 

have the world judged in righteousness by a 

man whom he has appointed, and of this he 

has given assurance to all by raising him from 

the dead.’ 

Read full chapter 

Footnotes 

a. Acts 17:26 Gk From one; other ancient 

authorities read From one blood 

b. Acts 17:27 Other ancient authorities 

read the Lord 

John 14:15-21 
Ne  New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA) 

The Promise of the Holy Spirit 
15 ‘If you love me, you will keep[a] my 

commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Advocate,[b] to be 

with you for ever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, 

whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. You know 

him, because he abides with you, and he will 

be in[c] you. 
18 ‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming 

to you. 19 In a little while the world will no 

longer see me, but you will see me; because I 

live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will 

know that I am in my Father, and you in me, 

and I in you. 21 They who have my 

commandments and keep them are those 

who love me; and those who love me will be 

loved by my Father, and I will love them and 

reveal myself to them.’ 

Read full chapter 
Footnotes 

a. John 14:15 Other ancient authorities read me, 

keep 

b. John 14:16 Or Helper 

c. John 14:17 Or among 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A22-31&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-27537a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A22-31&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-27538b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A22-31&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-27537
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A22-31&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-27538
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15-21&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26673a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15-21&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26674b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15-21&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26675c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15-21&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-26673
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15-21&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-26674
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A15-21&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-26675
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4. Things to Make and Do  

Something to do from www.sermons4kids.com where you will find more resources…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

And another viewing suggestion inspired by Roxane: 
Messy Church Does Schience with Dr. Dave -  “Rainbow Maker” 
https://youtu.be/PGuzDsK-mV0  

 

 

 

 

 

www.sermons4kids.com 

“All you need are a 

few simple things 

from your 

kitchen!”  

http://www.sermons4kids.com/
https://youtu.be/PGuzDsK-mV0
http://www.sermons4kids.com/
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You will find on-line ‘virtual’ jigsaw puzzles of different scenes from Canterbury Cathedral here: 

https://www.jigsawplanet.com/CanterburyCathedral/canterbury-cathedral 

 

And a gentle reminder from Roxane  that you can find lots of puzzles on line here: 
https://biblepuzzles.com/ 

 

https://www.jigsawplanet.com/CanterburyCathedral/canterbury-cathedral
https://biblepuzzles.com/
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5. Video Link – Recommended by our Music Director  

Director Catherine Orton has selected a deeply moving piece the Sixth Sunday of Easter:  

“If Ye Love Me” by Philip Wilby 

https://youtu.be/cTdhzCJC5bU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Organists Choice: 

Our church may be closed at the moment, but our organist Nigel MacArthur is 

still thinking about the music. In fact, he suggests a Voluntary that sits perfectly 

on the Sixth Sunday of Easter: 

“I've always loved 'The Planets' by Holst and I find this organ transcription 
quite fascinating.”- Nigel 
 
'Neptune, the Mystic' from The Planets, Suite for Large Orchestra, op 32 by 
Gustav Holst (1874-1934), transcribed for the Organ by Peter Sykes Peter 
Sykes, organ The Great Skinner Organ, Girard College, Philadelphia, USA 
 

https://youtu.be/FEE6k8H1ikQ 
 

 

 

https://youtu.be/cTdhzCJC5bU
https://youtu.be/FEE6k8H1ikQ
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7. Thought for the Day by Tracy Williams 

 

Thy Kingdom Come 2020 

Over the last two years for nine days between Ascension Day and Pentecost 
several of us met in church every evening alongside others who prayed at 
home to participate in the shared and International prayer of the Christian 
community around the world. 

We prayed for those we who we yearned to know that God loves them and 
for Ourselves that we could grow closer to God and experience his love in 
new ways. 

We prayed ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 

And that is a Big Prayer … because although we cannot claim to know how 
the Kingdom will look, we are asking to see it and be part of it. When it 
comes to The Kingdom of the future, I am sure that it will be beautiful. But 
right now, today, we have a part in shaping the Kingdom of the present. The 
Beatitudes summarise it so well, if people are Blessed, then the Kingdom 
exists and they are blessed when we see Justice, they are blessed when we 
see healing, they are blessed when we provide food for people who are 
hungry, they are blessed when we listen and we do not judge. They are 
blessed when we welcome all and when we attempt to help them, to tend 
to their wounds and their hurts. We do not always get it right, but we do 
care, we do try, we do acknowledge the unique beauty that is found within 
the people that God created in love and will always love. 

So, in this week we start in our own little ways to pray the big prayers, the 
shared prayers, the prayers of our hearts. Maybe some of us will not find 
that easy, but then we can just be silent, Just be, let others carry our 
prayers, as God will still tune in to our hearts and help us work out what we 
need to pray. 

Pray for Others 

This year we also pray again for those we wish to draw closer to God, again 
we offer ourselves as Jesus’s hands and feet and speech in the world as we 
join together. It is not so different to last year, some people will still join in 
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from their homes and others will meet together, except this year they will 
be on Zoom, not in the church building.  

So, we each bring our five people to God, you can write down their names, 
find a pretty stone or bead or button to represent each one, or just hold 
them in your heart as you bring them to a God. Also, we are encouraged this 
year to: 

‘Care for those you are praying for, pray for those you are caring for’  

Thy Kingdom Come offers 5 ideas on how we can care and love those we 
know, even when we are socially distanced: 

1. Keep up contact. Make a phone call, send an email, letter or card saying 
that you are praying for them at this time. 

2. Keep an eye out for the anniversaries of life events. Make that phone call 
to let people know you care. 

3. Send a small gift or book purchased on line, maybe insert life words etc. 

4. Serve where you can in delivering groceries or medications. 

5. Make sure the people you pray for know how much you value them by 
whatever means you can find. 

 

Finally 

Currently St Michaels has its own prayers to offer: 

Our Rev Lesley is an amazing and sensitive and obedient Priest, she has 

been a joy to work with in this Parish and beyond and she has encouraged 

and enabled so many people across the local community to be the best that 

they can be for God. But because she is obedient, because God works 

through her, unexpectedly, the time has come for her to move forwards to 

another community where there are so many needs that speak into her 

heart.  
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As Church Warden I have walked beside her in this calling, when she has 

asked me to, and I have no doubt that this is of God. So, this year during the 

Novena I ask people to pray Rev Lesley ‘into’ her new Parish, and to pray for 

Jarrow and Simonside as they prepare to encounter her. And finally, to pray 

for the person who may, even now, be feeling the call that will bring a new 

Vicar to our Parish. 

 

Thank You 

Tracy 

 

 

 

 

 
 

8. Prayers for this Week 
 

Collect for the Sixth Sunday of Easter from the Church of England: 
 

Risen Christ, 
by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 
help your Church to obey your command 
and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen 

Collect for Ascension Day from the Church of England: 
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Risen Christ, 
You have raised our human nature to the throne of heaven: 
help us to seek and serve you, 
that we may join you at the Father’s side, 
where you reign with the Spirit in glory, 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
And a quirky prayer by Michael Leunig – rediscovered by Rev. Pam Beckinsale. 
 
God give us rain when we expect sun. 
Give us music when we expect trouble. 
Give us tears when we expect breakfast. 
Give us dreams when we expect a storm. 
Give us a stray dog when we expect congratulations. 
God play with us, turn us sideways and around. 
Amen 
 
You can find prayer resources on the Church of England’s Website here: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer 
 

9. Information re: Daily Prayers  
 
 
 

Please do tune in for Daily Morning Prayer,  
every day at 10.30,  
on St. Michael’s Facebook Page:  
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSittingbourne/ 

 

 

You can download our Service Booklet for Easter by visiting: 

https://media.acny.uk/media/Morning_Prayer_for_Easter_-_pagination.pdf 

 

 

Daily Evening Prayer 5.30 pm 

“Daily Waiting”  

with Tracy on Zoom 
Friday 22nd May to Saturday 30th May  

For more information please call  

07881 555580 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSittingbourne/
https://media.acny.uk/media/Morning_Prayer_for_Easter_-_pagination.pdf

