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1. The importance of words… 

Its amazing to thing that we are now thinking about the Fifth Sunday of Easter 

after however many weeks in Lockdown. The feedback we have received so far 

is encouraging – to provide additional resources may be a way forward in the 

future – so if there is anything else you would like to see in this booklet – do let 

us know. 

And this week, in her reflection, Revd Pam reminds us of the importance o f 

words and how we use them (Page 11).  

It feels as if there have been a great many words this last week – including our 

online chats and Daily Prayer via the Facebook Livestream. But what we are 

now beginning to see is a group of people returning to faith, finding the Lord 

for the first time, or beginning to understand something we have known for 

some time, that to belong to a Christian Community is not only important, but 

offers love, support and encouragement in our daily walk with God.  

One Mum, her faith formed at home with her family, had not experienced 

being part of a church, and once lockdown is over, will be looking for the right 

church in her part of the UK. This gives us encouragement, and reminds us that 

our use of words, and how we speak of God and His Church, a much bigger 

impact than we will ever know. 

Best wishes, 

Rev Lesley Jones 

Team Vicar 
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2.  Reflecting on Hymns 

Often, we can spend time with the words of hymns - especially during Holy Week - and gain 
a new perspective of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Here is a suggestion for The Fifth  Sunday 
of Easter from Revd Lesley – “Be Still My Soul (In you I trust) by Cari Jobe. 
 

 

 

Be still, my soul, The Lord is on thy side 

Bear patiently, the cross of grief or pain 

Leave to thy God, to order and provide 

In every change, He faithful will remain 

Be still, my soul, thy best thy heavenly friend 

Through thorny ways, leads to a joyful end 

 

Be still, my soul, thy God doth undertake 

To guide the future as He has the past 

Thy hope, thy confidence, let nothing shake 

All now mysterious shall be bright at last 

Be still, my soul, the waves and wind still know 

His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below 

 

In You I rest, in You I found my hope 

In You I trust, You never let me go 

I place my life within Your hands alone 

Be still, my soul 

Be still, my soul, the hour is hastening on 

When we shall be forever with the Lord 

When disappointment, grief and fear are gone, 

Sorrow forgot. Love’s purest joys restored 

Be still my soul, when change and fears are past 

All safe and blessed, we shall meet at last. 

  

 

Hear Kari singing on You Tube: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mq59i

E3MhXM 

 

 

You may also enjoy “The Blessing” sung by 

UK Churches: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3

mNj5U 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mq59iE3MhXM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mq59iE3MhXM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUtll3mNj5U
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3. Bible Readings  

For the 5th Sunday of Easter  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious 
in God’s sight, 5 like living stones, let 
yourselves be built[a] into a spiritual house, 
to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 

‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
    a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
and whoever believes in him[b] will not be 
put to shame.’ 

7 To you then who believe, he is precious; 
but for those who do not believe, 

‘The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the very head of the corner’, 

8 and 

‘A stone that makes them stumble, 
    and a rock that makes them fall.’ 

They stumble because they disobey the 
word, as they were destined to do. 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people,[c] in order that you may proclaim 
the mighty acts of him who called you out 
of darkness into his marvellous light. 

10 Once you were not a people, 
    but now you are God’s people; 
once you had not received mercy, 
    but now you have received mercy. 
Read full chapter 

Footnotes 

a. 1 Peter 2:5 Or you yourselves are being built 
b. 1 Peter 2:6 Or it 
c. 1 Peter 2:9 Gk a people for his possession 

 

 

Our First Reading is from   

Acts 7:55 to end 
 

55 But filled with the Holy Spirit, 
[Stepehen] gazed into heaven and saw 
the glory of God and Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God. 56 ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see 
the heavens opened and the Son of Man 
standing at the right hand of God!’ 57 But 
they covered their ears, and with a loud 
shout all rushed together against 
him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the 
city and began to stone him; and the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. 59 While they 
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.’ 60 Then he knelt 
down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them.’ When 
he had said this, he died.[a]  
 
[a] Acts 7:60 Gk fell asleep 
 

 
 
 
Our Second Reading is from  

1 Peter 2:2-10 
 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, 
spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
into salvation— 3 if indeed you have 
tasted that the Lord is good. 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A2-10&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-30387a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A2-10&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-30388b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A2-10&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-30391c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter+2&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A2-10&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-30387
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A2-10&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-30388
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A2-10&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-30391
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%207&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-27166k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+7&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-27166
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Our Gospel Reading is from  

John 14:1-14 

Jesus the Way to the Father 

14 ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Believe[a] in God, believe also in me. 2 In 
my Father’s house there are many 
dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I 
have told you that I go to prepare a place 
for you?[b] 3 And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, so that where I am, 
there you may be also. 4 And you know 
the way to the place where I am 
going.’[c] 5 Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we 
do not know where you are going. How 
can we know the way?’ 6 Jesus said to 
him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7 If you know me, you will 
know[d] my Father also. From now on you 
do know him and have seen him.’ 

8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the 
Father, and we will be satisfied.’ 9 Jesus 
said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this 
time, Philip, and you still do not know 
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father. How can you say, “Show us the 
Father”? 10 Do you not believe that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me? The 
words that I say to you I do not speak on 
my own; but the Father who dwells in me 
does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me; but if 
you do not, then believe me because of 
the works themselves.  

 

 

 

. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who 
believes in me will also do the works that 
I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the 
Father. 13 I will do whatever you ask in my 
name, so that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask 
me[e] for anything, I will do it. 

Read full chapter 

Footnotes 

a. John 14:1 Or You believe 

b. John 14:2 Or If it were not so, I would 

have told you; for I go to prepare a place 

for you 

c. John 14:4 Other ancient authorities 

read Where I am going you know, and the 

way you know 

d. John 14:7 Other ancient authorities 

read If you had known me, you would 

have known 

e. John 14:14 Other ancient authorities 

lack me 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26659a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26660b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26662c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26665d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-26672e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14&version=NRSVA
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-26659
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-26660
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-26662
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-26665
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A1-14&version=NRSVA#en-NRSVA-26672
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4. Things to Make and Do 

Something to do from www.sermons4kids.com where you will find more resources…  

 

 

http://www.sermons4kids.com/
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Roxane has found a simple rock cake recipe for you to try at home… 

http://allrecipes.co.uk/recipe/32843/simple-rock-cakes.aspx 

 

… and a quick quizz to test your Bible knowledge! 

https://www.premierpraise.com/Discover/Can-you-pick-the-movie-titles-that-appear-in-

these-Bible-

verses?utm_source=Premier%20Christian%20Media&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=

11514165_Voice%20of%20Hope%2001%2F05%2F2020&utm_content=quiz&dm_i=16DQ,6U

SDX,6XUVF1,RHTPS,1 

 

 

 

You can also find lots of puzzles on line here: https://biblepuzzles.com/ 

Ingredients 

Makes: 12 rock cakes 

• 200g self-raising flour 
• 1/2 teaspoon mixed spice (optional) 
• 100g block margarine 
• 75g caster sugar 
• 100g currants 
• 1 medium egg 

 

http://allrecipes.co.uk/recipe/32843/simple-rock-cakes.aspx
https://www.premierpraise.com/Discover/Can-you-pick-the-movie-titles-that-appear-in-these-Bible-verses?utm_source=Premier%20Christian%20Media&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11514165_Voice%20of%20Hope%2001%2F05%2F2020&utm_content=quiz&dm_i=16DQ,6USDX,6XUVF1,RHTPS,1
https://www.premierpraise.com/Discover/Can-you-pick-the-movie-titles-that-appear-in-these-Bible-verses?utm_source=Premier%20Christian%20Media&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11514165_Voice%20of%20Hope%2001%2F05%2F2020&utm_content=quiz&dm_i=16DQ,6USDX,6XUVF1,RHTPS,1
https://www.premierpraise.com/Discover/Can-you-pick-the-movie-titles-that-appear-in-these-Bible-verses?utm_source=Premier%20Christian%20Media&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11514165_Voice%20of%20Hope%2001%2F05%2F2020&utm_content=quiz&dm_i=16DQ,6USDX,6XUVF1,RHTPS,1
https://www.premierpraise.com/Discover/Can-you-pick-the-movie-titles-that-appear-in-these-Bible-verses?utm_source=Premier%20Christian%20Media&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11514165_Voice%20of%20Hope%2001%2F05%2F2020&utm_content=quiz&dm_i=16DQ,6USDX,6XUVF1,RHTPS,1
https://www.premierpraise.com/Discover/Can-you-pick-the-movie-titles-that-appear-in-these-Bible-verses?utm_source=Premier%20Christian%20Media&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=11514165_Voice%20of%20Hope%2001%2F05%2F2020&utm_content=quiz&dm_i=16DQ,6USDX,6XUVF1,RHTPS,1
https://biblepuzzles.com/
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5. Video Link – Recommended by our Music Director  

Director Catherine Orton has selected a deeply moving piece the Fifth Sunday of Easter:  

Beati Quorum Via by Sir C V Stanford 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxHUSCFDJrk 

The words translate as:   
Blessed are the undefiled in the way, 
who walk in the law of the Lord.  

 

 
And here is another Messy Church Does Schience with Dr. Dave -   

“Speedy Pepper” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAv6Xuoikdo 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

All you need 

are a few 

simple 

things from 

your 

kitchen! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxHUSCFDJrk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aAv6Xuoikdo
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6. Organists Choice: 

Our church may be closed at the moment, but our organist Nigel MacArthur is still thinking 

about the music. In fact, he suggests a Voluntary that sits perfectly on the Fifth Sunday of 

Easter: 

Bach - Sonata in E-flat major BWV 525 - Zerer | Netherlands Bach 

Society 

The Sonata in E-flat major, performed by Wolfgang Zerer is part of a collection Bach put 
together for his son Wilhelm Friedemann.  

There was nobody for whom Bach composed and compiled more music – and music that 
was so personally tailored. He started before his son’s tenth birthday, when Wilhelm 
Friedemann was already showing great talent.  

When he was about twenty, his father compiled six organ trio sonatas for him. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=3YGPe0OrNzo 

 

7. Suggestions for further reading 

During our online service there was a discussion about books that people had 

found helpful to them on the early stages of their faith journey. Here is a 

selection: 

“Dwelling in the Psalms” by Pat Marsh ISBN 9781838580285 

“The Hiding Place” by Corrie Ten Boom ISBN 9780340863534 

“The Drama of Scripture” by Craig G. Bartholomew ISBN 9780801049569 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=3YGPe0OrNzo
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And if you are just getting to grips with reading the Bible for the first time or 

looking for a fresh approach, please take a few moments to watch the 

following video from our Team Rector Revd Mike Resch: 

 

https://youtu.be/gNWO-1FBM_g 

 

 

 

8. Thought for the Day by Rev Pam Beckinsale 

On St Michael’s Day 29th September 1991 I was ordained deacon.  

It was a time of much unemployment and locally SWIM was set up. This was the 

Swale Work Initiation Measure and, if I remember correctly, was a scheme to 

help people back into work. Rev David Webb and Lay Reader Victor Robinson 

were very much involved. To complement that I set up a ‘drop in’ for the 

unemployed in Phoenix House in Central Avenue. A building still much used by 

voluntary and self-help group of all kinds. As I sat waiting for people to drop by, 

I often used to have people from the Central Club come to have a chat. This was 

a club for people with mental health issues. There came a time for them to find 

bigger accommodation and they moved to Park Road but kept their name. They 

asked me to essentially become their chaplain and come to Park Road to visit 

them. 

It was in Park Road and later at Filmer House, when they moved again, that I had 

many deeply theological conversations. One that I remember very distinctly was 

about members’ anger about how God had ‘taken their loved one from them’. 

https://youtu.be/gNWO-1FBM_g
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This was voiced by more than one member. I wondered where they had got this 

notion that ‘God took people’. I had not taken the funerals they referred to nor 

even knew them at that time. In the funeral service there are scriptural 

sentences which can be said at the beginning and one of those is ‘the Lord giveth 

and the Lord taketh away’ (from Job chapter 1). I have never used it as it seems 

pastorally inappropriate, but I did wonder if I there was anywhere else in the 

service that the idea of ‘take’ occurs. 

So I went home and looked up the funeral service. Sure enough in the passage, 

part of today’s Gospel reading John 14:3, there it was: ‘And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, 

there you may be also’. The very reading I most frequently used at a funeral. 

While I can understand it might feel comforting to those who have watched over 

a loved who has been suffering a long time it still didn’t feel right to me. I have 

several versions of the New Testament so I looked at them all. All had ‘take’ 

except the New English Bible which had ‘receive’. I am not a Greek scholar so I 

have a Greek / English interlinear New Testament and that also said ‘receive’. 

This seemed a much better way of looking at it, so much gentler, less of the 

‘number 19 your time is up’ and more ‘come and be with me’. ‘Take’ was 

perceived as untimely snatching, ‘receive’ has a more a sense of welcoming. I 

realised if we believe in a God who ‘takes’ because he has decided it is your time, 

then we would have to believe that God has a role in every death, natural or 

unnatural. I could not believe in a God like that. 

God is there to give us hope at any time but especially in dark times, like those 

we have now, but when our time comes or that of someone we love, someone 

we know, then know he ‘receives’ us into his everlasting arms. Jesus came to 

reconcile the whole of creation to God. The whole of creation, not just human 

beings, not even just Christians, but reconcile everything. How amazing is that!  

Death is terrible for those left behind, though for some it can be a relief, and it 

is important that we grieve. It’s ok to do so, we are human beings, we form 

attachments, we love, we fall out of love, and we need forgiveness. We can feel 

angry about what has happened, about ourselves, about someone else, it’s 

absolutely natural. We can also feel a whole mixture of feelings and it can be 

unhelpful to deny them. God is there to give us strength to cope, to stand by us, 

to love us, and not just us but everyone. If you are struggling with a 

bereavement, past or recent, then don’t feel you are not being ‘Christian’ 
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because you cannot feel joyful. If you want to talk, Lesley and I can still do so, by 

phone or even face to face so long as we maintain ‘social distancing’.  

We are living in difficult times and I cannot give you false hope about when it 

will be over but I can give you true hope that whatever happens if we work 

together with God, good will come out of evil.  

St Teresa of Avila said "Christ has no body now, but yours. No hands, no feet on 

earth, but yours. Yours are the eyes through which Christ looks compassion into 

the world. Yours are the feet with which Christ walks to do good. Yours are the 

hands with which Christ blesses the world." 

Many of you are making your own contributions by sewing, knitting, chatting, 

praying, keeping yourselves busy or finding inner peace. May God’s kingdom 

come. God bless you all, Pam. 

9. Prayers for this Week 
 

Collect for the Fifth Sunday of Easter from the Church of England: 
 

Risen Christ,  
your wounds declare your love for the world  
and the wonder of your risen life:  
Give us compassion and courage  
to risk ourselves for those we serve  
to the glory of God the Father.  
Amen  

  
A Prayer for those affected by the Coronavirus from the Church of England 
 
Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 
be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

You can find more prayer resources on the Church of England’s Website here: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
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10. Information re: Daily Prayer 
 
 
 

Please do tune in for Daily Morning Prayer, we are here every day at 10.30,  
on St. Michael’s Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSittingbourne/ 

 

 

You can download our Service Booklet for Easter by visiting: 

https://media.acny.uk/media/Morning_Prayer_for_Easter_-_pagination.pdf 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StMichaelsSittingbourne/
https://media.acny.uk/media/Morning_Prayer_for_Easter_-_pagination.pdf

