
Thy Kingdom Come: Day Five

The Prayer of Activism and Confrontation

Extracts from Martin Luther King Jnr’s “I have a dream”

 I have a dream that one day this nation will  rise up, live out the true
meaning of its creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal.” I have a dream that one day on the red hills of
Georgia sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave-owners will
be  able  to  sit  down  together  at  the table  of  brotherhood… I  have  a
dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they
will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their
character. ….I have a dream today . . . This will be the day when all of
God’s children will be able to sing with new meaning. “My country, ’tis of
thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land where my fathers died,
land of the pilgrim’s pride, from every mountain side, let freedom ring.”…
Let freedom ring…When we allow freedom to ring—when we let it ring
from every city and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will
be able to speed up that day when all of God’s children, black men and
white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be able to
join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual, “Free at last,
Free at last, Great God a-mighty, We are free at last.”

For many people, like Martin Luther King Jnr, faith compels them into
campaigning and action for change in the world.  They feel closest to
God when they are confronting all that stands in opposition to the love of
God shown in the gospel: imposed poverty, injustice, discrimination, war,
devastation in our natural environment….you will be able to extent the
list with your own particular concerns.

Take some time today to reflect on what issues your faith leads you to
feel passionate about, what prompts in you a burning desire for change?
If you are engaging with news at the moment, what moves you? Allow
yourself to really feel the passion, indignation, the sense of confrontation
with how things are that the issue prompts in you. 

Your prayer might be to bring those things to God – as robustly as you
feel them. God can cope with our anger.

Your prayer might be to recognise in how you are feeling God’s Spirit at
work, inspiring you to take some kind of action that confronts the issue in
the world – finding out about organisations that work in the field and



becoming a supporter, changing your own habits so that you become
the change you want to see. 


