
 St Mary and All Saints, Dunsfold 
    Sunday, May 24, 2020 

  

    ePEWS NEWS 
 YOU MAY BE AT HOME BUT YOU’RE       

           STILL IN TOUCH 
                      

                                
                          SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
       SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY 

 

COLLECT FOR 7th SUNDAY OF EASTER: O God the King of  
glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with 
great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, 
leave us not comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to 
strengthen us and exalt us to the place where our Saviour 
Christ is gone before, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

READINGS: 
OT: Daniel 7: 9-14 
NT: Acts 1: 1-11 
GOSPEL: Luke 24: 44-53 

LET’S WHISPER THE F-WORD..FINANCE 
St Mary and All Saints Church wants to be a strong, vibrant 
voice for God's inclusive love in our beautiful village and 
beyond.  

At this difficult time our work continues and flourishes online 
and via phone calls for the time being.  

Unfortunately, we face major financial challenges. We can not 
hold services which means we are unable to have collections. 
No weddings mean those wonderful, colourful summer 
celebrations won't be happening at our church and we face 
another major loss of income.  

All the while the church building still needs to be maintained 
and kept in the best possible condition for ours and future 
generations.  

Are you able to help?  

It costs £900 each week to keep our church open. And there 
are some pitfalls in having a building as old as our church. 
We must never fail to recognise the essential building work 
and repairs it requires.  

As a living and community-serving Church, we do know that 
people are facing difficulties. If you feel you simply cannot 
contribute financially that is understood.  

Some of you are helping already and we truly appreciate that. 
Giving is part of the way we can live a generous, Christian 
life. If you are able to review your donations or help us care 
for our parish church by making a donation, please make it to 
Dunsfold Church. See our bank details below.  

Ideally, we'd love you to join our planned giving scheme. Our 
treasurer John Gray will help you with this by setting up a 
monthly standing order. You can contact John by emailing 
him at treasurer@dunsfold.co.uk  

And please remember our church and the challenges in your 
prayers as we do daily for our wonderful village and 
community.  

Thank you. 
Account name: Dunsfold PCC Sort code: 30 94 41 Account 
number: 01828639  

DUNSFOLD CHURCH COMMUNITY 

If you feel lonely or afraid or perhaps just need help 
with shopping, please call on any of the names listed 
here for help. 

Reverend Ian Maslin 200048 
reviandunsfoldandhascombe@gmail.com 
Sheila Jones Churchwarden 200204 
sheilajones4@btinternet.com 
David Walker Churchwarden 201140 
davidwalker2020@hotmail.co.uk  



REFLECTIONS ON THE 
GOSPEL READING BY 
REVEREND IAN MASLIN

“See, I am sending upon you what my Father 
promised”   
Over the past few weeks the news has shown us that 
people are complicated things.   

We have seen examples of greed and selfishness 
where people panic buy and deny others the most 
basic of items. We’ve seen an increase in refugees 
trying to get to the UK across the Channel, themselves 
victims of people smugglers.   

But we have also seen the best of people; the 
kindness of neighbours and strangers, the pulling 
together of communities.   

The love and care that people are showing when 
looking after others. We see what it is to be human.   

Thursday was the feast of the Ascension, a day when 
we celebrate humanity.   

The story of the Ascension relates what happened to 
Jesus after the resurrection.   

Jesus rose from the dead as a fully human person, 
recognisable as the same Jesus as He was before His 
death; yet clearly, He did not stay in Palestine forever.   

There came a time when God’s presence with the 
disciples was experienced differently, in the form of 
what they came to call the “Holy Spirit”, and Jesus was 
no longer seen walking on earth.   

But the doctrine of the Ascension is very important for 
our understanding of what it means to be human. The 
picture language about Jesus disappearing up into the 
clouds tells us that Jesus, the man, returned to God.   

Humanity has become part of God forever.   

After the Resurrection and Ascension, Jesus did not 
stop being human; all they knew He was, all that we 
are, was taken into the nature of God.   

It is miraculous enough that the bible tells us that we 
are made in the image of God our Creator.   

The Ascension shows us that we are even closer to 
God than that, taken into His very being.   

Human beings were always God’s creation, God’s 
children, but the Ascension casts us in a different light; 
now we are truly in God.   

That means we share God’s responsibility for the 
world; but also, that all our struggles, all our 
weaknesses, are acknowledged and affirmed.   

So, quite rightly, we are encouraged to value 
humanity.   

We are not perfect; we are capable of the utmost 
cruelty and violence.   

But at the same time, we are infinitely valuable; 
because God is in us and we are in God.   

We are worth redeeming, worth sending the Spirit to, 
worth taking up into the Godhead.   

Valuing humanity rightly has huge ramifications. If 
humanity is part of God, we are not entitled to deny 
humanity to any of God’s children, no matter what they 
have done, no matter what crimes they have 
committed.   

And we must take the hard-ethical questions extremely 
seriously, because they concern the humanity that God 
has taken into Himself.   

We can be realistic about human nature, but we can 
be optimistic about it too.   

Our future is bound up with God’s future, and the 
possibilities are endless.   

In fact, for humanity, the sky’s the limit. 

Amen 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR  PRAYERS 

CHURCH: All over the country people are making 
their first connections to Jesus via websites and 
live services. We pray that they may be helped in 
their journey and be welcomed into God’s church. 

WORLD: We pray for a peaceful, caring 
resolution to the refugee crises evident 
around the globe.  

THE SICK: Amanda and Hugh, Sue Bowden, 
Sandra Baxter-Brown, Jenny Glover, Sally 
Rivett, Sue Simper, Jackie Williams, 
Christine Woof, Judy Bolt, Sue and Dennis 
Evans, Peter Hutley, Sally Davis, Lorna 
Thompson, Francesca, Paul Wiltshire, 
Sami Bennewith, Dru Ridley. 

THE DEPARTED: Jeremy Ayden 

KEEP IN TOUCH:  
Please follow church news and our prayer for 
the day at www.achurchnearyou/dunsfold. And 
if you have any ideas to share please email 
davidwalker2020@hotmail.co.uk 

The number of people watching videos of 
church services and visiting our website during 
the lockdown has rocketed. In fact, already 
this year there have been almost 11,000 visits 
to www.achurchnearyou/dunsfold. 

mailto:davidwalker2020@hotmail.co.uk



